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Dedicated to the memory 

of 
Rena Chambers Harrell 

Rena Chambers Harrell 1892-1973 

" ... the Imtitution, part and parcel of her exiJtence." 

Alumnae over a period of thirey-eight years will remember Rena Harrell as tbe 
librarian of Queens. She was always in, or close by. the library. During the many 
years that the library occupied the tOP floor of Burwell Hall, she had an apart
ment jwt outside one of the library doors. Truly, " ... the Institution was part and 
parcel of her existence:" 



MISS HARRELL was graduated from the Presbyterian College for 
Women in I9I2 in the lasr class tbat bad this name on its diplomas. 
Her senior picture in the college yearbook, tbe Ede/.weiJJ, shows a 
very proper young lady and under the piCture are the words, "Srern 
was ber face and dignified." One of her classmates remembers ber as 
"having no sense of bumor." Now, one definition of bumor is, "the 
quality that makes something seem funny ... " and I believe that 
generations of studentS would agree that if Miss Harrell had not been 
born with a sense of humor, she surely developed this characteristic 
before she became librarian at Queens, 

In the years between graduation in I9I2 and coming to Queens to 
teach Englisb in September of I919, Rena Harrell bad taught at the 
James Sprunt Instirute, at Clifford Seminary, and at Flora MacDonald 
College. Ie was not until 1923 rhat she became the part-time Queens 
librarian. Her library training was taken at Columbia University and 
the library school of Emory University. 

I do not know the year in wbich Miss Harrell began writing her 
histOry of Queens, but sbe worked on rhis over a period of many years. 
Her book, bearing the title all, Mother and a ll, Qlleen; a HiIto,y of 
Queens College, was never published but there is a manuscript copy 
in the Everett Library. The tide of Miss Harrell's book came from a 
commencement bymn which first appeared in the I9I4 EdelweiIs. 

I am sure tbat everyone who knew Miss Harrell has a favorite 
story to tell about ber and many of these will be found scartered 
throughout this book. One of my own fondest recollecrions of ber is 
this: One day I went to the library and banded ber a copy of Ibsen's 
Ghosts with the words, "Miss Harrell, I am rerurning a book that I 
checked out rhitty years ago." Her reply, given with a perfectly suaigbr 
face was, "Thank you, Mildred." 

There were other qualities in Miss Harrell's personality that de
mand special recognition bere. Her higb standards of achievement in 



her professional life were acknowledged both by her students and col
leagues; he.r loyalty and devotion to Queens College in all phases of 
her relationship were admirable; and ber dignity and good taSte added 
to her graciousness. With all these characteristics. there were also her 
love for beauty and her constant desire for broadening her horizons 
by travel and study. Understanding and kindness dominated her many 
contacts with the college and the community at large. 

After tetiring from Queens in 1957. Rena Harrell and her sister 
Mary occupied a cottage on the grounds of the Presbyterian Home in 
High Point. North Carolina. When Miss Harrell died in 1973. it was 
found that she had willed ber entire estate to Queens; this money 
partially provided the very lovely Rena Chambers Harrell Special 
Collections Room in the Everett Library. 

Miss Harrell is buried in Elmwood Cemetery in Charlotte . 

• 

Miss Harrell departing [or the Coronation of Queen Eli 7 ..... 
abelh 11 in '953. Her trip was a gilt lrom the Queens stu · 
dent body, alumnae, and other friends. 



Foreword 

DID YOU EVER SAY, "Oh, yes. I will be happy to do it," when you 
were asked to become involved in what you thought would be a minor 
project? That is what happened to me on a day in August 1978 when 
I, being now retired, was peacefully minding my own business on my 
hilltop in Little Switzerland, North Carolina. 

When Dr. Cynthia Tyson, presently vice-president for academic 
affairs and dean of the college at Queens, called and asked me to write 
a history of Queens College, my first reaction was, "Why me?" Miss 
Rena Harrell spent a good part of her life working on a history of 
the 'tollege, and Hughes Hoyle wrote a Ph.D. dissertation on the his
tory up to the year 1872. In addition to these thoroughly detailed and 
documented efforts that are available in the Everett Library on the 
Queens campus, there are several well-researched student papers deal
ing with shorter intervals of time in the history of the college. 

Therefore, why should I write a book? Then I remembered how 
much fun it once was to work on the QueenJ BllteJ and the EdelweiJJ. 
(It would be a great help to a make-believe historian if students would 
let the college newspaper and the annual keep the same names for
ever.) I also thought that it would be a fine chance to get a good part 
of Miss Harrell's history into print where alumnae who knew her 
could en joy it. 

When I said that I would write a history (not from the stand
point of a historian-which I am not-but from the standpoint of 
an alumna who was on the campus for a long period of years), I had 
not expected that putting together a book about Queens from Miss 
Harrell's manuscript and Hughes Hoyle's dissertation would be much 
of an effort. Miss Harrell died in 1973 and I felt certain that she 
would have wanted what she had written to be published; and Hughes 
Hoyle gave me permission to use the results of his research. 

Now-much later-all that I can say is that writing this history 
has entailed lots of work but I have enjoyed every minute of it. Other 



x Foreword 

people deserve much of the credit for this book--so many, in fact, 
that two pages are devoted to thanking them. It is a wonder that 
Thelma Albright, chairman of the Editorial Committee, and I are still 
on speaking terms. Miss Albright's sister said that a tape recording of 
us screaming at each other would be amusing to alumnae who knew 
us. It seemed that I was constantly yelling, ''Thelma Albright, you 
can not correct Miss Hatrell's punctuation in a direct quotation." 
When "T .A." corrected the punctuation in a section that she, herself, 
had written, it made me feel better about the many cotrections that 
she had made in my manusctipt. 

I have cried very hard to make this a readable book-anecdotal 
rather than purely factual-although a history, of necessiry, has to 
contain many facts. Several people have told me that the proper way 
to write a book is to catch the reader's interest in the first chapter so 
that he (or she) will want to keep on teading. What others did not 
tell me, however, is how to do this when we are talking about things 
that happened so many years ago. One way might be to dig up a shady 
story, but to find any scandal connected with the righteous and God
fearing Presbyterians who sertled this area would be a problem. 

Actually, I began writing this history as a very factual book and 
had completed six chapters. However, a young friend, an associate 
editor on the staff of a well-known secular publication, read my manu
script and said that it was tetribly boring. He suggested that I start over 
aDd do the entire book in the first person which is why this history has 
turned out this somewhat informal way. 

Alumnae who were in chapel one day in 1969 may remember that 
I made a speech, the main theme of which was that "One can never 
predict what may happen next." True indeed! When I came home after 
my first day at Queens in 1918 and slammed my books on the Boor 
vowing that I would never step my foot in that place again, lirtle did 
I dream that I would spend the next fifty-three years of my life at 
Queens, much less that I would ever write a history of the Institution. 

If alumnae enjoy reading this book as much as I have enjoyed 
putting it together, I shall be happy and not begrudge the many hours 
aDd four rypewriter ribbons that it has taken to do it. 

Mildred Morse McEwen 
Class of 1922 
Professor Emeritus of Chemistry 
Queens College 
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PART 

I 

Queens College Yesterday 

From Its Beginning through 1978 



II 

Education in Charlotte 

Before 1821 

Introduction· 

THE FOUNDING DATE used on the seal of Queens College is 1857. 

Some people may wonder why I have devoted the first chapter in 
the history of Queens to the history of Charlotte and the original 
Queen's College and have used the second chapter to recount the 
history of the Charlotte Female Academy. I hope that the first chapter 
gives a true picture of the early "educational climate" in this Presby
terian stronghold and also corrects some confusion about a few things 
in early Charlotte history. As illustrated in the Genealogical Chart 
that follows the first chapter, there was no connection between the 
177 I Queen's College (which was, of course, for men only) and the 
Qu~ns College of today. The chart does show a direct line between 
the Charlotte Female Academy and our Queens College although I 
am sure that there was a wide academic difference between the two. 

The picture of the First Presbyterian Church has been used both 
because of its part in the history of the town and its connection with 
the Charlotte Female Academy for, on several occasions, the principal 
of the academy was also the minister of the church. Note that some of 
the names of Queens' present trustees and benefactors go back to the 
early days in the history of Charlotte. The school for young women 
originally belonged to the citizens of Charlotte, and it was not until 

• All quoted material in the first part of this chapter, unless otherwise indi
cated, will be found in detailed and documented form in Miss Rena Harrell's Our 
Mother and Our Queen: A Hislory 0/ Queens College (abbreviated R.H. ) , or in 
Dr. Hughes Hoyle's Hislory of Queens College 10 1872 (abbreviated H.H.). Both 
of these unpublished manuscripts are in the Everett Library at Queens College. 

In the latter part of this chapter there will be found a scholarly account of 
the colonial Queen's College, Queen's Museum, and Liberty Hall written by Stew
an Lillard, librarian at Queens 1978-. 
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1896 that it became the property of the Presbyterian Church. 
In this history of Queens there is a continuing thread-periodic 

struggles that are always overcome as a "boarding school for young 
ladies" develops into an academically sound college for women that 
keeps abreast of the changing times. 

Settlement of MecklenbMg County and Incorporation 
of the Town of Charlotte 

The first settlers of European origin living in the Charlotte area were 
James Spratt and his family. In the 1740'S their home was near the 
present site of the Presbyterian Hospital on what is now Randolph 
Road between Caswell Road and Colonial Avenue. 

In 1775 the Spratt's daughter Susannah married the well-known 
Thomas Polk who had been instrumental in the formation of Meck
lenburg County (1762-63), the incorporation of the town of Char
lotte (1768), and in the designation of Charlotte as the county seat 
(1773). It was on his land, and partly through his effortS, that the first 
Queen's College was founded in Charlotte in 177 I. 

Thomas and Susannah Polk are buried in the Old Setders' Ceme
tery in the block just back of Charlotte's First Presbyterian Church. 
This cemetety belongs to the City of Charlotte and was opened before 
there was a church building in the town. 

Early Presbyterian Churches in Mecklenburg County 

During these early years, the area quickly filled with descendants of 
Scotch-Irish Presbyterians. The Reverend Alexander Craighead ar
rived in 1758 to become pastor for the Rocky River and Sugar Creek 
churches. He had been preceded in the region by the Reverend Hugh 
McAden in 1755. In A History of S"gar Creek Presbyterian Church 
by Neill Roderick McGeachy (1954), the author characterizes Craig
head as "a faithful servant and minister of Jesus Christ ... a fighter 
for freenom and self-government." (p. 194) In Hornet's Nest: The 
Story of Charlotte and Mecklenb"rg County, by Legette Blythe and 
Charles Brockmann (1961) it is said that Alexander Craighead 
"would become the flaming evangel of freedom, the passionate ex
horter to independence." (p. 19) 

Soon other churches were established among which were Steele 



Education in Charlotte Before I 82 I 5 

Creek (1760), Hopewell (1762), Poplar Tent (1764), Center 
(1765), Providence (1767), and Philadelphia (1770). 

The first church in the town of Charlotte was on the site of today's 
First Presbyterian Church. Begun in 1819 at the time when the Old 
Settlers' Cemetery was established, the building was not completed 
uritil 1823. At first it was used by all denominations. In 1835 the town 
still owed the Bank of Newbern $674 on the building. John Irwin 
paid off the debt, and he was given the deed to the property. In 1841 
the congregation of the Charlotte Presbyterian Church paid the money 
back to Mr. Irwin, and the property was deeded to the Presbyterian 
Church. (H.H. p. 75) The facade of the present church building dates 
from the second structure of 1857. 

Early Education in Mecklenburg County 

The Reverend Joseph Alexander, a College of New Jersey (Prince
tOn) graduate of 1760, succeeded upon the death of Alexander Craig
head as minister at Sugar Creek Presbyterian Church in 1767 and 
soon thereafter established a classical school. "According to Foote, 
this was probably the first such school established in the colony of 
North CatOlina." (H.H. p. 20) The little session house on the 
grounds of Sugar Creek Church was not this "classical school" but 
was built in 1837. Not until 1770 was a college suggested for the 
backwoods area of Mecklenburg County. 

The First College in North Carolina 

On January IS, 177 I, partly because of the efforts of Thomas Polk and 
Abraham Alexander, the General Assembly of the Colony of North 
Carolina granted a charter for the establishment of a college in the 
town of Charlotte; this college for men was to be named Queen's Col
lege. The ptesident of this college was to be a member of the Church 
of England and the school was to be financed by a tax on all spirituous 
liquor brought into and disposed of in Mecklenburg County. (Would 
not that solve all of our financial problems today!) 

A year later, because of fear that the college in this Presbyterian 
stronghold would encourage dissenters from the Church of England, 
the charter was revoked by the King. After the loss of its charter the 
school continued to operate under the name of the Queen's Museum. 
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If the stubborn citizens of Mecklenburg could not have a "college" 
they could call their school a "museum." (According to Webster's 
Dictionary, the word museum comes from the Greek word meaning 
"a place for the Muses or for study.") 

After the signing of the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence 
on May 20, 1775, the name of the school was changed to Liberty Hall 
Academy and in 1777 it was incorporated as Liberty Hall. In 1784 the 
Liberty Hall charter was transferred to Salisbury Academy. 

George Washington's diary for May 28, 1791 contains the fol
lowing entry: 

Charlotte is a trifling place, though the Court of Mecklenburg is held in it. 
There is a school (called a College) in it at which, at times, there has 
[sic] been 50 or 60 boys. (The Diaries of George Washington, edited 
by J. C Fitzpatrick, IV, [1925] p. 185) 

Historians wonder where George Washington got his information 
about Charlotte since his visit was so brief. 

The colonial Queen's College was located on what is now the 
corner of South Tryon and Third Streets. Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 165) 
says that Thomas Polk sold this lot for $500 in 1826 and in 1953 it 
was reported to have been sold for $750,000. The First Union Na
tional Bank now occupies the site. Miss Harrell also says (R.H. p. 10) 
that the final disposition of a very large frame building, which was said 
to be the remains of the old Queen's College, was that it was moved 
to the lower end of Dr. Thomas Henderson's lot-not more than fifry 
feet from its original position---and used as a barn. 

Education of Women in North Carolina Before [82 [ 

In colonial North Carolina, women received only a limited practical 
education; and none of the Charlotte schools mentioned so far was 
open to them. Even young women from prosperous families were ex
posed only to an "ornamental" higher education. Serious attention to 

the education of women along the same lines as the education of men 
did not occur until the founding of such schools as Vassar (1861), 
Wellesley (1870), and Smith (1871). 

According to pre-Revolutionary War newspapers, advertisements 
for girls' schools were non-existent. In the early years it was thought 
that woman's place was in the home, and that she had no need for 
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"book learning" other than to be able to read and write. Moravians, 
however, believed in separate but equal education for men and women 
and Salem Academy for girls dates back as far as 1772. Presbyterian 
institutions for higher education at this time were for males only. Col
lege education was needed for the professions such as the ministry, 
law, and medicine; but before the 1800'S there seemed to be no need 
for formal education of women. 

Salem Academy was followed by Salem College; Greensboro Fe
male College was established by the Methodists in 1838. The strong
est argument for educating women at this time was that women were 
responsible for the education of men in their early years. (Material in 
this section came from "Queens College, A Short History from Found
ing to 1912." This unpublished manuscript by Nan Collins Hender
son (1978) is in Everett Library.) 

• =II< • • • 

QUEEN'S COLLEGE, QUEEN'S MUSEUM, and LIBERTY HALL 
177 1- 1784 

by 
Stewart Lillard, librarian, Queens College 

The Original Queen's College 

His Excellency William Tryon, Esquire, Governor of North Carolina, 
commanded the attendance of the members of the Colonial Assembly 
at New Bern on December the 5th, 1770. Their convening memo
rialized the completion of America's most elegant structure, Tryon's 
Pal,;'ce. Having weathered the backlash of the Stamp Act legislation, 
established a relationship with the Cherokee Indians, and quelled the 
insurrection of Regulators near Hillsborough, William Tryon at
tracted the attention of his English superiors as an able administrator, 
brave military leader, and beneficent churchman. Though wearied by 
complaints, the governor addressed the representatives concerning 
"the advancement of the prosperiry and Perfection of this Communi
ty" (Colonial Records of North Carolina, vol. 8, p. 285): 

If those times had permitted, I should have recommended to you to estab
lish a public Seminary in some part of the back Country of this Colony for 
the education of youth. An Institution of this sort, and in those parts 
would be very beneficial, by instructing the rising generation in the prin-
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ciples of religion and virtue in that healthy and fertile climate; possibly 
you may nOt lose sight of this objective in a more favorable opportunity. 

(CR of NC, vol. 8, pp. 285-86) 

Five days later, the Committee of the Assembly appointed ro an
swer his Excellency's speech revived the Governor's Heeting mention of 
a public seminary, suggesting it as "fresh pr~f of [Tryon's] tender con
cern for [North Carolina's] prosperiry" (CR of NC, vol. 8, pp. 289-
90). The Assembly expressed interest in the "peace and happiness of 
Sociery" and the "blessings that will necessarily accrue ro it, from a 
rising and instructed Generation" (CR of NC, vol. 8, p. 3 12) . 

Subsequently, a bill was introduced in the Colonial Assembly for 
"founding, establishing, and endowing of Queen's College, in the 
Town of Charlotte, in Mecklenburg Counry." It was quickly passed, 
engrossed, and finally ratified by his Excellency on the I 5th day of 
January 1771 (CR of NC, vol. 8, pp. 486-490). It is to be under
srood that this was ro be a college for men. The act took cognizance 
of the "several Grammar schools ... long taught in the western parts 
of this Government, in which many students have made very consider
able progress in the languages and other literary attainments" but 
expressed the desire that a "rising generation" of youth might seek 
knowledge of "the Greek, Hebrew and Latin Languages" or wish "ro 
imbibe the principles of Science and virtue." Concern was also ex
pressed that the "pious and exemplary teachers" would prepare the 
students "ro qualify them for the service of their friends and Country" 
(CR of NC, vol. 8, p. 487). 

A more brilliant assemblage of trustees and fellows could not have 
been appointed in the weStern portion of the colony in 177 1. Colonel 
Edmund Fanning of Hillsborough, with a Bachelor of ArtS degree 
from Yale College ( 1757) and a Master of Arts degree from Harvard 
College (1764), was chosen as president of the institution out of 
deference to his scholarship, patriotism, and membership in the es
tablished church. Thomas Polk, a most influential leader in Mecklen
burg government, became the treasurer. Abner Nash was the only 
other member of the established church who was appointed, along 
with Robert Harris, junior, Abraham Alexander, Hezekiah Alexander, 
John McKnitt Alexander, Ezekiel Polk, Thomas Neal, Wm. Richard
son, Hezekiah Balch, Joseph Alexander, Waightstill (Waitsell) 
Avery, and Henry Patillo. 

These men were instructed ro meet at the grammar school in Meck-
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lenburg County on the 1St day of March 177 I to formalize the provi
sions of the act. It is of interest to point out that this early colonial col
lege was authorized by the Assembly to confer both the degrees of 
Bachelor and Master of Arts. Moreover, the endowment of the institu
tion was to be collected from a "duty of six pence per gallon on all 
nun or other spirituous liquors brought into and disposed of in Meck
lenburg County ... during the space of ten years." Yet, no provisions 
for the successful operation of the college during the absence of the 
president were included in the act. Since Col. Fanning departed the 
colony in the summer of 177 I along with Governor Tryon, the con
ferring of degrees in public commencement and awarding of diplomas 
was at a standstill. 

It can only be assumed that the thirty-five volumes of books which 
Waightstill Avery purchased from Matthew Troy between 1771 and 
July 14, 1772, entitled "Mecklenburg Libraty," were used by the 
tutors of this original college. (Hawks Papers, New York Historical 
Society). Several additional volumes were voted into the library on 
July 28, 1772. The library collection included several Biblical har
monies and commentaries; fortunately for the enjoyment of the stu
dents, it contained the poems of Edward Young and Henty Fielding's 
The Adventures 0/ Joseph Andrews. 

The college opened in a building which had been erected by Thom
as Polk at what is now the southeast corner of South Tryon and Third 
Streets in Charlotte. (The fourth Mecklenburg County Court House 
was built on this land in 1896 and the First Union National Bank now 
occupies this site.) 

The trustees of the college considered approval of the Colonial As
sembly and ratification by the Governor sufficient acknowledgement 
for the immediate operation of the college. Governor Tryon, never
theless, followed strictly a legal and propitious course, confirming his 
loyalty to the ruling monarch. He wrote his Lordship Wills Hill, Earl 
of Hillsborough and Secretary of State for the Colonies (in London) : 

In the course of this Session I laid every matter before the House, recom
mended in your Lordships correspondence, and urged every other poine 
that I considered would be beneficial to his Majestys service and the pros
perity of this colony, and was honorably seconded by the Legislature in 
those views. (CR of NC, vol. 8, pp. 524-526) 

He continued by justifying the founding of Queen's College in these 
words: "The necessity for such an institution in this country is obvious, 
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and the propriety of the mode here adopted must be submitted to his 
Majesty .... " Yet, he advised Lord Hillsborough that the majority of 
tutors and students would come from a settlement of Presbyterians 
loyal to the King in the Regulator uprising of 1768. In general, Gover
nor Tryon's tolerance and courage had won him respect among the 
dissenter population of the colony; and he sought to repay their sup
port by recommending the founding 6f a college where virtue would 
abound and where enlightened students could appreciate the reasoned 
laws of a benevolent monarch. 

Advertisements for the college were indeed swift, first appearing 
in the New London (Connecticut) Gazette for July 5th, 1771, and 
then the (Massachusetts) Gazette for March 3rd of the succeeding 
year. (Edmund Fanning was a former native of Connecticut.) These 
references help to confirm suspicions that the college operated during 
177 I and 1772 without final approval from the British government. 

As the Colonial Assembly gathered for the next session in New 
Bern, November the 19th, 177 I, an amended proposal was drawn-up 
by Thomas Polk and others for a modification in the original Queen's 
College charter to permit the trustees' choosing of a vice-president in 
the absence of the president (CR of NC, vol. 23, p. 857). This amend
ment was approved by the lower House and the Council, and given 
assent prematurely by His Excellency Josiah Martin, Governor, on 
December 23rd, 177 I. 

To Sing, with Heart and Voice, God Save the King! 

The great distance and the slowness of sea passage between New Bern 
Palace and the colonial offices in Whitehall contributed to the in
congruity of the situation. On the British side of the Atlantic, His 
Majesty's Commissioners for Trade and Plantations assembled under 
the summons of the Earl of Hillsborough on February 19, 1772, al
most one year following the passage of the original act establishing 
Queen's College in the Carolina colony. Their Lordships took under 
deliberation forty-four acts passed during the 1770-1771 session of 
the Colonial Assembly. These six Commissioners included no men 
of small means; under the authority of the King they were obliged 
to weed out the chaff, to insure the proper wording and intent of laws 
within a common law tradition. 

Aft<ir days of deliberation, the Commissioners did "not hesitate 



Queen Charlotte. In 17<)2 Mecklenburg County (much larger than the present county) 
had been formed, :md in 1768 the town of Charlotte was incorporated. Both names 
were in honor of Quetn Charlotte who before her marriagt to King George III of 
England was the German-born Princess Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Strclitz. 

This oi l painting of Queen Charlotte is in the Rtna Cham~rs Harrell Spttial 
Collections Room in Everett Library and was a gift of Mrs. \V. V. (Sara Blythe) Wil. 
li :unson. Ir. ; F. J. Blythe, Jr.: and R. N. Hlythe who arc children of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. F. }. Blythe, Sr. 

The fram e ca rri es the following legend: "Their Majcsties gave mt these pictures 
whole length in oylc of minaturc (sic) sizto Extract from Diary of Lady Charlotte 
Finch." 



United St2tes Mint and Assay Office 1831-19 13. Older Charlotteans will remember 
when this building stood on West Trade Street. 

Gold was discovered in 1799 in what is now C., barrus County, and by 1825 there 
were gold mines in Mecklenburg and Charlotte. By 1837 gold-mining was wel1 es
tablished, and a branch of the United Sta tes Mint opened in Charlotte in December 
of that year . Charlotte became the golel.mining center or this country until gold was 
discovered in C., lifornia in 1848. 

The mint burned in 1844 but it was re·built, and gold was coined until 186 1. After 
the Civil War the mint operated only as an assay office until 1913. The building was 
then used, successively. as a federal court house, the home o( the Red Cross, and the 
residence of the Charlotte \Vornan's Club. 

in 1933 the building was di sillantlcd to make way ror the enla rging of lhe post 
office. Its materials were purchased by Charlotte citiz.ens, and in 1934-1 936 it was re
built in Eastover where it is now the Mint ~'Iuseurn of Art. Mary Myers Dwelle (Mrs. 
E. C. Dwclle) descrves much o( the credit (or s.wing this Charlotte landmark. 






The Phifer Hou~. This house: (no longer standing) was bu il t in the 1850'S on 
North Tryon Street. In 1865 the last full meeting of the Confederate C.1binet 
was hc:ld here. This home was typica l of the fine residences lhat lined both 
North :md South T ryon Streets until well into the present century when they 
were torn down to be replaced by commercial buildings or parking lot'S. 

Phifer Avenue in the early 1900'S. The tree.lined block was an avenue between 
North T ryon Street and the Presbyterian College on North College Street. On 
May 20, 1916, President \Voodrow Wilson spoke here. 



· .~ 

First Presbyterian Church. This was the first church in the town of Charlotte. 
The facade dates b.,ck to the 1857 structure which was the second church build ing 
on this site. The steeple of the 1857 church was rcpbccd by the prescnt spire: in 
1883-1884' In 1894-IXgs the s..1 nctuary was en larged, and crum bling brick w311s 
n«c:ssitatc:d rebuildi ng of the side walls. 

The church, howc:ver, has its 18:!.6 bell which was used at other loca tions for 
a lime. After the town's official bell was given to the Confederacy to be melted 
down (or cannon balls, the church bell was loaned to the C ity of Charlotte where: 
it fang for COllrt sessions and fires. Finally, it served as the school bell at First 
\Vard School on the corner of N inth :lod Breva rd Streets before it was returned 
to the church after some eighty years. Additionr\ l building has taken place through. 
out the years although the church's gcneml 1857 appea rance has been rctr\ inoo. 



The Charlotte Female Institute. The vignette was found on an early diploma and on 
sl:ltionery of the lnstitute for Young L'ldies. 

The Charlotte Female Institute. A photogr:lph of "the liule lost oil-paint ing" came 
from the 1922 Edelweiss. 



Af2rgaret Anna Robertson Burwell 
Wife, Mother, Educa tor 

The Reverend Robert Burwell 
President 

Charlotte Female Institute 1857-1872 

John Bon Burwell (Captain Johnny) 
and his wife, the former Irene Spraggins 



Earliest extant photograph of the Charlotte Female Institute circa 18,0. 

The Charlotte Female Institute, 18,2, during the Chapman administration. 



Th~ R~nr~nd William Robert Atkinson 
President 

Charlotte Female InSlinlte 1878-1B91 

Graduating Class of 1888. Members oC Ihis class we re Mary Anderson, Kate Hamer, 
Ruth Hannah, Carrie Herron, Mary Louise Keith, Katie McKethan, Sallie Murphy, 
Maggie:: Ne::al , Maggie:: Shaw, Mary Sleed, Ora Thomas, and Minnie Williamson. 
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humbly to recommend to your Majesty to signify your Royal disallow
ance of this Act" establishing Queen's College (CR of NC, vol. 9, 
248-252). This announcement was issued on February 26, 1772. 

The Lordships did not challenge Governor Tryon's opinion rhat 
the colony sorely needed an institution for the education of youth, nor 
Tryon's manner of submitting rhe Assembly'S actions to rhe King. 
Certainly, no British subject would attempt to organize a college wirh
out first seeking out rhe "will and pleasure" of rhe reigning monarch. 
Yet, rhe King's advisers could not bring themselves to recommend to 
the King rhat he openly approve an institution connected wirh Dis
senters of the Presbyterian persuasion. They feared the college would 
"operate as a Seminary for the education and Instruction of youth in 
the Principles of the Presbyterian Church" (CR of NC, vol. 9, p. 250). 

In addition, the endowment clause in the original act was so vague 
and ambiguous as to impose a rax on imported British spirits while ex
cluding locally made Mecklenburg County spirits. (Secluded on every 
dissenter plantation stood a still-house!) Such loose language in legal 
documents played havoc wirh the interpretation and enforcement of 
common law; custom and usage required the disallowance of poorly 
written documen ts. 

The stage rhen was set for the final blow. His Most Excellent Ma
jesty, Geotge III, King of Great Britain, France and Ireland, togerher 
with the overseas colonies, did, in council at the Court of St. James on 
the 22nd day of April 1772, receive rhe advice of his Privy Council 
for Trade and Plantations and accordingly disallow the acts. "The said 
Acts are hereby disallowed, declared void, and of none effect ... and 
all ... whom it may concern are to take notice and govern rhernselves 
accordingly" (CR of NC, vol. 9, p. 285). 

Incidents of royal displeasure with college charters are legendary, 
Harvard and Yale being no exceptions. Another southern college, 
William and Mary, in Virginia, spent over one year in diplomatic 
maneuvering during rhe 100's before obtaining royal favor. The 
Mecklenburg &ots presumptuously had seized rhe idea of approval 
and reacted with too much haste. 

Notwithstanding rhe royal displeasure in founding a school for 
dissenters in the Carolina backwoods, a second effort toward that end 
was begun in January of 1773 when John Phifer presented a petition 
from the inhabitants of Rowan and Mecklenburg Counties concern
ing the establishing of a "public Seminary of Learning in the Western 
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part of this Province" (CR of NC, vol. 9, p. 462). Little was to come 
of this second effort, for news of the King's displeasure reached New 
Bern in June of 1773. 

Immediately His Excellency Josiah Martin, Esquire (Colonial Gov
ernor, Captain Genetal, Governot and Commander in Chief in and 
over the said province), issued a p~oclamation again declaring the act 
for founding Queen's College in the town of Charlotte "disallowed, 
void, and of none effect .... All persons are required to take notice and 
govern themselves accordingly" (CR of NC, vol. 9, p. 665). 

By this time, the debate was becoming superfluous. The King had 
disallowed the original act in April of 1772, and Governor Manin 
had recapitulated the text of the message in his announcement of June 
28, 1773. The act for amendment, moreover, reached the Board of 
Trade in the spring of 1773 and was duly dismissed as "nugatory and 
improper" (CR of NC, vol. 9, p. 596). This also ended Phifer's effon 
to "legalize" the founding of a college in North Carolina. 

Confound their Politics, Frustrate their Knavish Tricks 

Perhaps this one attempt to found a royally favored college in the 
Colony of Nonh Carolina, and the subsequent failure of the King to 
respond in a favorable manner, merely drove the Mecklenburg in
habitants closer to the belief of John Wilkes. Wilkes had written a 
decade before that the King of England was not "absolute, indepen
dent, unlimited" in his power. On the 20th of May, 1775, five of the 
original trustees of Queen's College were among the twenty-seven 
signers of another hasry document, the Mecklenburg Declaration of 
Independence. By this act of defiance, the leading citizens of Mecklen
burg County "hereby dissolved the political bands which have con
nected us to the mOther country and hereby absolve ourselves from all 
allegiance to the British Crown ... " (CR ofNC, vol. 9, p. 1264). The 
rebellion had occurred; the revolution was over but for the fighting. 
The colonial world was truly upside down. Those requests which the 
King had refused to confirm, the independent Presbyterian communi
ties were obliged to revive and perpetuate. 

The Queen's Museum 

Although there are no original records of North Carolina's colonial 
Queen's College, local historians state that, after disallowance by the 
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King, Queen's· College became the Queen's· Musewn. (Blythe and 
Brockmann, Horners Nest, 1961, p. 227.) 

Foote (W. H. Foote, Sketches of North Carolina, 1846, pp. 513-
514) wriIes : 

That the students [of the Queen's Musewn] wete busily engaged in 
literary pursuits appears from the following document, the original of 
which is in the hands of the Rev. Mr. Adams of Third Creek. 

THE MODERATOR AND MEMBERS OF UNION SOCIETY 

in Queen's Museum, Charlotte, to all whom 

these presents may come, with 

Peace and Safety 

BB IT CERTIFIED THAT WE HAVE 

BESTOWED UPON JAMBS MCEWEN THIS DIPLOMA 

in testimony of his having been a member of our society, and of his having 
through the whole time of our connection together deported himself in 
such manner as to merit our full approbation, both as a faithful assistant 
in school, and a regular, useful member of society. 

"Of the above let our names underwritten be a witness: 

"Given in Union Society at the 
stated meeting in the Hall of 
the Queen's Museum, Charlotte, on 
Friday, 27th of September, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy six." 

J no. Kerr, Moderator 
Handy Harris, Oetk 

Memb's 
Wm. Humphrey 
Thos. Henderson 
Fr' cis Cummins 

• The original Queen's College and later Queen's Museum wed the aposuopbe 
in the word QU6sn's. When the name appeared in or after 19 13. no apostrophe 
..... wed. 
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There also exists a receipt for part payment of a year's ruiOOn of 
Josiah Alexander in Queen's Museum, Charlotte, but the receipt car
ries only "this 17th of July" with no year being given. 

Liberty Hall 

As the Revolution progressed, the individual colonial assemblies grew 
bolder. The General Assembly, in the name of the independent State 
of North Carolina, incorporated Liberty Hall Academy in Mecklen
burg County, May 9, 1777. Five of the fourteen trustees were former 
trustees from the original Queen's College of 177 I: Thomas Polk, 
Thomas Neal, Abraham Alexander, Waightstill Avery, and John 
McKnitt Alexander. Presidents of Liberty Hall, berween 1777 and 
1780, include Isaac V. Alexander, Robert Brownfield, and Dr. Alex
ander McWhorter. Certificates, and not degrees, were awarded to the 
young men graduates. 

The institution received no support from the fledgling state. Lib
erty Hall was supported by scholars such as Dr. Ephraim Brevard, a 
1768 graduate of the College of New Jersey ( Princeton) and a medi
cal student of Matyland's famed Dr. David Ramsay. 

When General Cornwallis marched his British troops into Char
lotte on September 26th, 1780, the school closed. The building was 
used as a military hospital. Probably, school resumed under Dr. Thom
as Henderson in 1780 and continued in Charlotte until 1784 when 
the academy was transferred to Salisbury, North Carolina. 
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GENEALOGICAL CHART OF QUEENS COLLEGE 

I Joseph Alexander's aassical School at Sugar Creek 1767 

r-=-~-::-::--,I IL--_--, 
Queen's College 1771-1773 
Queen's Museum 1773-1775 

Liberty Hall 1775-1780 

(South Tryon at Third Street) 

Charlotte Female Academy 1821-1832 
Meclclenburg Female Seminary 1832-1833 
Southern Female Institute 1833- 1839 
Charlotte Female Academy 1839-1851 

(South Tryon beyond Morehead Street) 

I 
Charlotte Female lostirute 1857-1891 l For a few years called Institute for Young Ladies 

(College Street at Ninth Street.) I J 

J 

Seminary for Girls 
1891-1896 

(North Tryon Street) 

Presbyterian Female College 1896-1910 l 
Presbyterian College for Women 1910-1913 J 
Queens College 1913-1914 

(College Street at Ninth Street) I 
Presbyterian Female 
Seminary 1893-1898 
Chicora College for 
Young Ladies 1898-1915 

(Greenville, S. C.) 

Queens College 1914-1930 I 
Queens·Chicora College 1930-1939 Chicora College for 
Queens College 1939- Women 1915-1930 

(Myers Park) J (Columbia, S. C.) 
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The Charlotte Female Academy 

1821-1851 

The Charlotte Female Academy* 

IN 182 I a charter was granted to a group of Charlotte men who 

... are hereby incorporated Trustees to purchase land, and to erect and 
establish a Male Academy and a Female Academy in the town of Char
lotte in Mecklenburg County, to be known and distinguished by the name 
Liberty Male Academy and the Charlotte Female Academy .... The said 
Trustees, or any ten of them are hereby authorized and empowered to 
open subscriptions for Stock. ... Should any profit arise from the stock 
subscribed after the Academies are erected, the same shall be divided 
among the Stockholders .... (H.H. p. 72) 

Names of leading citizens of Mecklenburg County are to be 
found as trustees and stockholders of Liberty Male Academy and 
Charlotte Female Academy. Among these are: General George Gra
ham, Captain William Davidson, Thomas G. Polk, Dr. David R. 
Dunlap, William Carson, John Irwin, Matthew Wallace, Joseph 
Wilson, Joab Alexander, John Rea, John Patterson, William Smith, 
Dr. Robert McKenzie, Guy Maxwell, Miles Robinson, and Michael 
Mcleary. It is interesting that Joab Alexander was a son of Abraham 
Alexander who had been a trustee of the colonial Queen's College 
and that Joseph Wilson was the father of George E. Wilson, Sr. who 
was a trustee of the Presbyterian Female College about a half century 
later. Other names that have had long association with Queens Col
lege in the present century are Carson, Irwin, and Wallace . 

• All material in this chapter unless otherwise indicated is from Hughes 
Hoyle's Hislory 0/ Queens College 10 1872, (I963). 
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Subscriptions to the Charlotte Male and Female Academy 

Notice the N.B. which says, "It is agreed that those who pay their subscriptions 
in advance shall have a discount of 1 0 percent." The 190 3 Edelweiss, the first 
yearbook put out by the students of the Presbyterian College, says: "If there were 
any doubt as to what race of people dwelt in Charlottetown at the time the above 
document was subscribed to ... while they are strict believers in the teachings 
of Moses, and are strict observers of the law of the Sabbath, they continue to 
violate the law in the matter of interest." 
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Davidson College'" 

Although there is no connection between Davidson and Queens (other 
than a junior year exchange program), a comparison of their Presby
terian heritage is interesting. Davidson was founded by the Concord 
Presbytery in 1835 while Queens (under other names) was owned 
by Charlotte citizens (mainly Presbyterians) until it was taken over 
by the presbyteries of Concord and Mecklenburg in 1896. 

About the time that the Charlotte Male and Female Academy was 
chartered there was other interest in education in this part of the state. 
In 1820 the State Legislature chartered an institution for men. It was 
to be known as Western College but did not get beyond the charter 
stage. 

When Davidson was established it was to have been a "Man
ual Labor School." The cornerstone was laid in 1836 and the col
lege opened in March 1837. In 1841 the manual labor system was 
abolished. In the late 1850'S Davidson's future did not look promising, 
and, finally, enrollment had decreased until there were only thirty-one 
students. It was the $200,000 gift of Maxwell Chambers, a merchant 
of Salisbury, North Carolina, that brought new life to the college. In
creasingly, Davidson has become an institution noted for its academic 
excellence. 

The Charlotte Female 'Academy Under Miss Leavenworth 

Charlotte's first newspaper, the Catawba Journal, was not established 
until 1824. However, an article found in the Western Carolinian of 
Salisbury indicates that the Charlotte Female Academy began to re
ceive students almost immediately after it was chartered in 182 I. 

CHARLOTTE FEMALE ACADEMY 

The examination in this infant institution tOok place on Wednesday last. 
There being but one day set apart for this purpose, business was much too 
hurried to do justice to either the tutoress or her pupils. Spelling, reading, 
writing, English grammar, geography, and needle-work, tOgether with 
Bible Questions (Sabbath exercises) were all on the carpet. There was too 
little difference in classes, owing, in great measure, to their prudential ar
rangement, that no particular distinctions was (sic) thought necessary or 

• Material in this section came from Cha,lotle Remembers, compiled and 
edited by D. R. Reynolds (1972). 
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right. We do not hesitate to say that all acquitted themselves with much 
honor; and that those who were examined on geography and grammar, 
perhaps, have not been excelled by any. Some who began to memorize 
grammar since the commencement of the session, parsed blank verse with 
unCommon ease and propriety. Were we even to attempt to do justice to 
Miss Leavenworth's character as our tutoress, by many, no doubt, we would 
be accused of exaggeration; suffice it therefore to observe, that her piety is 
exemplary, and the advancement of her pupils satisfactorily proves her 
capability of performing the duties assigned her, and discharging the trust 
reposed in her. 

D. R. Dunlap 
In behalf of the Trustees 
( Western Carolinian, June 22, 1822) 

There is no record of the training or experience of Miss Leaven
worth and her first name is never mentioned. 

In the Western Democrat for February 10, 1824 there is an article 
which says that David R. Dunlap, John Irwin, and William Davidson 
"have been authorized to contract for building two Academies in Char
lotte, of brick, fifty feet long and thirty feet wide, or thereaboutS, two 
stories high, on a stone foundation .... " These buildings were farther 
down the street than the original Queen's College had been and were 
on land that would now be 913 South Tryon Street (on the south 
side bf Morehead Street). 

The Charlotte Female Academy Under the Direction 
of Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Cottrell 

The brick building previously described was completed in December 
1825, and in January 1826 the Reverend Thomas Cottrell and his 
wife Susan became directors of the school. Dr. Cottrell was a physician 
as well as a Methodist minister and school teacher. No reference was 
found of the opening of the Liberty Male Academy until 1826, at 
which time the trustees announced the opening of a classical school 
to be taught by the Reverend Allen D. Metcalf, A.B. 

The Charlotte Female Academy was primarily for girls, although 
boys not over ten years old were admitted. An announcement by the 
trustees dated December 5, 1825 stated that the course of instruction 
would include reading, writing, English grammar, ethics, history, plain 
and ornamental needle-work, drawing, painting on paper and velvet, 
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and music on the piano forte. Semi-annual public examinations of the 
students were held. 

The following letter appeared in the Catawba Journal on Novem
ber 7, 1826: 

Mr. Bingham: I attended, on Saturday last, an examination and concert of 
the young ladies of the Charlotte Female Academy, under the immediate 
superintendence and direction of the Rev. Thomas Cottrell, his Son, and 
their two ladies. The exercises of the respective classes were such as to do 
honor to the amiable and respectable persons who are at the head of the 
Institution, as well as to give entire satisfaction to the parents and guard
ians who attended on the occasion. It is at all times gratifying to the friends 
of literature, and evet must be so, to the admirers of beauty and female 
worth, to see the minds of the fair sex cultivated and embellished in such 
a manner, as to make woman not only the wife of man, but his intelligent 
friend and amiable companion .... 

From the acknowledged talents of the persons who are at the head 
of this infant institution, and from the admirable specimen they have given 
us of their method of teaching, I hazard nothing in recommending the 
Institution to the liberal patronage of the public. 

Madame de Stael° 

• The Charlotte Female Academy Under the Direction. 
01 Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Cottrell 

In Ocrober 1828, the Cottrell's son and his wife took over the direc
tion of the academy. Note that: 

The course of education will embrace Spelling, Reading, Writing, Arith
metic, English Grammar, Geography, Astronomy, Natural Philosophy, 
Chemistry, Rhetoric, Logic, Ethics, and History; Drawing, Painting, Music, 
Plain and Ornamental Needlework. (Y adkin and Catawba Journal, 
July 10, 1828.) 

This course of study was comparable to those of other female schools 
in North Carolina at this time. 

The Mecklenburg Female Seminary 

Benjamin Cottrell had left the Charlotte Female Academy on July 
29, ,83" but there is no record of operation until the following Janu

• Editors note: Not "che" Madame de Srael, 1766-1817, French author. 
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ary. An article in the Miner,' and Farmed Journal (Dec. 28,1831) 
published in Charlotte says: 

Charlotte Female School. ... We are glad to learn that this institution 
is going into operation again. The trustees have procured the services of 
the Rev. d. Abner Leavenworth (sic) and Lady, from the North, to super
intend the Academy, and who come highly recommended as possessing 
the requisite attainments and qualifications for the station they will occupy 
in our village. The School, we understand, will be opened about the 1st 
of January. 

There is no indication that the name, Charlotte Female Academy, 
was ever officially changed to the Mecklenburg Female Seminary; but 
when Mr. Leavenworth came to head the school in January 1832, two 
articles, signed by the Trustees of the Charlotte Female Academy, 
appeared in the Miner,' and Farmed Journal; these articles, one of 
which appeared January 9, 1832 and the second on September 12, 
1832, called the school the Mecklenburg Female Academy. 

The Southern Female Institute 

In September 1833 the name of the school was again unofficially 
changed to the Southern Female Institute; however, the school con
tinued under the direction of Mr. and Mrs. Leavenworth. Mr. Leaven
worth was also the minister of the Charlotte Presbyterian Church. 

In 1902 Dr. J. B. Alexander wrote a book entitled Hiltory of 
Mecklenburg County. In a chapter on "Early Recollections of Char
~otte" (p. 12) we find: 

... When I first remember the town it was a small affair, although it had 
been in existence eighty years ... Reverend Mr. Levenworth (sic) was 
engaged in teaching a female school of a high order. The academy--a large 
brick structure--occupied the lot now owned by Mr. J. H. Carson. He 
[the Reverend Leavenworth 1 was employed as stated supply, or pastor of 
the Presbyterian church. At this time no other denomination had a foothold 
in the town. 

In the Miner,' and Farmed Journal of September 21,1833 there 
is a long, detailed description of the Institute and its program. This is 
given in its entirety in Hoyle's Hi'tory, but I shall quote only enough 
of it here to give an idea of how it reads: 
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. .. Our System of Education comprises the three Departments of Intellec· 
tual, Physical, and Moral Culture .... We wish to pay such attention to 
the physical welfare of our pupils, chiefly with respect to their diet, air, 
exercise, and habits, as may tend to beautify and consolidate the youthful 
frame and lay the foundation for abiding health .... Our system of Moral 
Culture is founded on the Bible ... . As to the first of the forementioned 
Departments, it is intended to furnish a thorough and complete course of 
instruction extending from the elementary lessons of childhood to the 
higher branches of Literature and Science adapted to the mature scholar ... 

An article in the Charlotte Journal of August 25, 1837 referred 
to the school as the Young Ladies Institute and indicated that the 
school was organized as a graded school with three classes in the 
upper division. 

The Charlotte Journal of December 21, 1838 carried a notice, 
signed by the trustees of the Southern Female Institute, that the posi. 
tion recently vacated by Mr. Leavenworth would be occupied, on the 
first of January, by Mr. and Mrs. Gustavus Spencer. The only other 
reference concerning Mr. Spencer appeared in the February 8, 1839 
issue of the Charlotte Journal in which an article consisting of the pros
pectus of the school was given. 

The Charlotte Female Academy I839-I85I 

In January 1839, the 182 I Act ofIncorporation of the Charlotte Male 
and Female Academy was amended by the General Assembly of 
North Carolina. The amendatory act stated that the trustees had built 
a female academy. By this act the academy was again incorporated 
as a stock company, and the trustees were instructed to issue stock 
certificates to all persons having paid as much as one hundred dollars 
toward the bnilding of the academy. 

On October 7, 1839, Mrs. Susan Davis Nye Hutchison became 
director of the school; and the use of the original name, the Charlotte 
Female Academy, was resumed. The academy took on the character 
of a finishing school. Latin and Greek were dropped from the curricu· 
lum and the ornamental branches of instruction were expanded. At 
one time instruction was offered in music, water colors, and popular 
Victorian "crafts" among which are listed: Poonah painting; wax 
fruit and flowers; chenille and silk embroidery; sochodes; mouchoirs, 
lamp mats, and worsted work of all sorts; sachets and screens; oriental 
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teinting; ottomans, French sachets, and work baskets; and transparent 
window shade painting. 

Miss Harrell says (R.H. p. 15) that the Journal of Mrs. Hutchi
son, which has a very religious tone, mentions Mr. Leavenworth's lab
oratory and mineralogical cabinet. Mrs. Hutchison also writes of the 
coronation and speeches at the first May Day of the Female Academy 
in 1840 and in her journal she frequently mentions Miss Sarah Da
vidson who taught music at the schoo!' 

When Mrs. Hutchison's tenure as principal of the Charlotte Fe
male Academy ended with the first session of 1845, a notice appeared 
in the Charlotte Journal (July 18, 1845) advertising an auction 
sale of: 

.. . household furniture now in use at the Academy, consisting of carpets, 
tables, chairs, Venetian window blinds, transparent window shades, bed
steads, and martresses. The various utensils of the kitchen with a very 
superior cooksrove, also, one cow. 

In October of 1845 the Reverend Cyrus Johnston became prin
cipal of the Charlotre Female Academy, and in May 1846 he also 
beCl\me pastor of the Charlotte Presbyterian Church. The character 
of the school changed under Mr. Johnston-Latin and Greek were 
reinstated and French was dropped. The "ornamental branches" 
were de-emphasized. A spectator at the public examination of the 
students held on March 2 and 3, 1848 said that Mr. Johnston's 
method of teaching "required the students to think, and it made learn
ing a pleasure." (H.H. p. 126) 

An entry found in the HiJtory of the First Presbyterian Church 
reads, "Session Book under date March I I, 1850 notes that Dr. Johns
ton had given up the Female Academy." 

In the fall of 1850 the school opened with Miss Sarah Davidson as 
"Principal and Superintendent." Miss Davidson was a Charlotre native 
and was a daughter of William Davidson who was a trustee of the 
Charlotre Female Academy from the time of the founding in 182 I 
until it was destroyed by fire in 185 I. Miss Davidson had taught music 
at the school, probably beginning no later than 1839. 

The 1850-1851 session was suspended in February 1851 because 
of some kind of an epidemic in Charlotte, and there is no reason to 
believe that it was reopened before it burned on March 18, I85I. An 
article in the Charlotte Journal (March 26, 1851) describing the 
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fire says that "nothing now remains of the building, but the smoulder
ing walls." This article also states that Captain William Davidson 
"was occupying the building as a residence" at the time of the fire. 

The school was suspended for approximately six and one-half 
years after the fire. However, in this interval the stockholders and 
Board of Trustees of the academy remained intact. 

*' '* '* *' '* 
I, Mildred McEwen, say this: If you think that this chapter is 

tedious, go and read all of the documented detail in some earlier 
manuscripts dealing with Queens' history and you will thank me for 
this short summary. 

• 
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The Charlotte Female Institute 

1857-1872 

The Interval from 1851-1857 and the Rebuilding 
of the Charlotte Female Academy'" 

THIS INTERVAL, 1851-1857, is of particular importance in the 
history of Queens College, because it shows that there is an un

broken line between the Charlotte Female Academy and the Charlotte 
Female Institute. Although the Charlotte Female Academy was not in 
operation from 1851-1857, the stockholders of the academy and the 
citizens of Charlotte were exerting pressure on the trustees to rebuild 
the institution. This can be followed by articles in the N orlh Carolina 
Whig, a weekly newspaper published in Charlotte from 1852 to 1863. 

In October and November of 1854, in articles referring to the 
Charlotte Female .college, the press became increasingly critical of 
the trustees. An editorial dated October 17, 1854 ended with these 
words: "Awake, awake, and to your dury, or give your trust to more 
efficient hands." Two weeks later, on October 3 I, 1854, another long 
and scathing editorial was published in the Whig which contained: 

Procrastination is the thief of time .... There is danger in delay. The 
golden moments are flying, flying, never, never to return. Take heed, whilst 
ye may. 

If the Trustees are detetmined to manifest no interest at all in this 
subject, we hope that a sense of public duty will at any rate prompt 
them to call a meeting of the stockholders, at once, and resign their places 
to more energetic agents. We crust, however, thar they will go to work 
at once and perform the duties given to their charge. We are determined 
to bore them till they do one or the other of these things . 

• Unless otherwise indicated, material in this chapter will be found in Hughes 
Hoyle's History, pp. 135-206, and in Miss Harrell's History as noted. 
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Undoubtedly, the trustees of the institution ignored the injunction 
implied in this editorial, since cwo weeks later, on November 14, 1854, 
the following short announcement appeared: 

A Necessary Call 
The Trustees of the Charlotte Female College are respectfully requested 
to resign their place. 

(Signed) Many Citizens 

It is also evident that the above request was ignored, since exactly 
one month after the trustees were asked to resign, some of the stock
holders proposed transferring their subscriptions to the Methodist 
Church and 

... give the whole institution into their hands, believing that they will go 
ahead at once and build it . .. . If anything better can be done, let it go into 
the hands of any body of men, who will build it and put it into opera
tion at once. 

As late as April 17, 1855, the trustees had not started to move in 
the construction of a new building as was shown in the following 
W hi g article: 

As no evidence can be adduced to show that the Trustees of the Charlotte 
Female Academy are doing anything to carry our the intention of their 
appointment, we are requested by one of the stockholders to ask them 
whether they intend to act now, or wait until our grandchildren or great
grandchildren need education. If this is their intention, it would be well 
to make it known so that those interested may know what to do. 

The trustees had seemed unable to decide on a location but the 
question of a site was finally resolved, when in 1855 the town of Char
lotte donated a tract of land at what is now the northeast corner of 
College and Ninth Streets. Here the buildings for the school were to 
be erected. The town also provided financial assistance for construc
tion of the building. In August of 1857 approximately cwo additional 
acres of land adjoining the school property were acquired "for a nomi
nal sum" from W. F. Phifer. (Actually, the deed said $50. It also 
said "cwo acres and six poles of Land.") 

According to Miss Harrell's History (R.H. p. 17): 

The discovery of the title deed representing the transfer of this land was 
a thrilling experience . . . indeed, it was somewhat of a mirade, since the 
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entry was wrongly indexed in the "location books." The original deed 
was given by Mr. Phifer to the Charlotte Female Academy on August 6, 
1857 but the document was recorded thirty-four years later. 

Charlotte in 1857 

Queens students of the present generation may wonder why such a 
location as the corner of what is now College and Ninth Streets was 
chosen for the school. Let us look backward and try to picture Charlotte 
as it was in 1857. A few pertinent facts from Tompkins' History of 
Mecklenburg County (p. 126) and from Blythe and Brockmann's 
Hornet's Nest (p. 261) give a good idea: 

October 21,1852. Arrival of the first passenger train was gteeted with 
a tremendous celebration .... Crowds came from the surrounding country 
and the newspapers stated that twenty thousand people were present ... _ 
This was the Charlotte and South Catalina Railroad which ran between 
Charlotte and Columbia . ... When the first passenger train arrived in 
Charlotte, passengers were deposited somewhere close to the location of 
the ptesent Southern passenger station on West Trade Street. (This last 
statement came from Hornet's Nest which was published in 1961. The 
passenger station is now, 1979, far out on North Tryon Street.) 

In 1860 the population of Charlotte was 1,366. The last stage coach 
route, that between Wadesboro and Charlotte, ceased operation on Decem
ber 15, 1874. (Blythe and Brockmann, ibid., p. 247) 

The Charlotte Gas Light Company was chartered and began supplying 
gas for lighting purposes in 1858. 

The above statement would show that kerosene lamps and/or candles 
must have been used when the Charlotte Female Institute opened in 
the fall of 1857. 

Even well into the present century, the "neighborhood" surround
ing the College Street site of the Charlotte Female Academy contained 
many beautiful old homes, all of which have now been demolished_ 
Charlotte was a little town in those days, but in the early nineteen 
hundreds when Clarence Kuester, secretary of the Chamber of Com
merce, coined the slogan "Watch Charlotte Grow"; Charlotte grew. 

Here, I cannot resist recounting a tale that is told on Mr. Kuester. 
Once he was congrarulating the members of the Charlotte Woman's 
Club on some of their accomplishments and he ended his talk with 
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these famous words: "And remember, Ladies, when you want to do 
anything, the Chamber is always behind you." 

But, getting back to Charlotte in the 1850' s, I shall let Miss 
Harrell describe one of the beautiful North Tryon Street homes of 
thaccime (R.H. p. 16). 

William Fulenwider Phifer ... came to Charlotte from a Cabarrus 
plantation in 1852 ... . He first built a few houses for servants and moved 
into one of them himself while the "big house," facing on what is now 
North Tryon Street, was being built. The bricks used in the Phifer house 
were made on the place; the timbers were CUt and hewed there; and the 
nails were forged in the Phifer blacksmith shop. On May 20, 1875, the 
centennial anniversary of the signing of the Mecklenburg Declaration of 
Independence, the home was the scene of one of the City's most lavish 
parties. Ten years previously, on April 20, 1865, the last full meeting of 
the Confederate Cabinet was held in this home, with J effersan Davis and 
Judah P. Benjamin in attendance. 

Mr. Phifer loved beauty and order, being well-born and well educated. 
He employed a landscape gardener to beautify the yard of his house, sit
uated in a five-acre square and bounded by North Tryon, Twelfth, and 
North College Streets, and College Avenue. College Avenue, certainly 
after 1900, was re-named Phifer Avenue in his honor. 

It was on this property that he planted shade trees: "I will not live to 
enjoy ... yet I will plant ttees and others may enjoy them." These trees 
no longer stand, for the Sears Roebuck establishment now covers the entire 
territory. 

Now in 1979, Sears is leaving this location. Sic transit gloria mundi. 
[Give Mildred Miscally credit for this Latin.] 

The Original Building on College Street, 1857 

Existing photographs and a painting that was done by the late Mrs. 
C. M. Carson (Belle Atkins) show that this building was a three
storied, stuCCO "villa" with brown shutters at the large double win
dows. The original little oil painting has been lost but, fortunately, 
a photograph of it had appeared in the 1922 Edelweiss, and the paint
ing had been copied by Mrs. Hunter Blakely in the 1940'S. Volume I 
of the Edelweiss (19°3) describes the original college building: 

What is now known as the old College Building, had somewhat the 
appearance of an Italian villa. It was erected in 1855-1856 and was de-
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signed by Mr. Williams, a bachelor. The building faced on Ninth Street 
for the reason, some say, that the only railroad then in North Carolina 
went along the present tracks of the Southern and Seaboard on A Street, 
and that Mr. Williams wished the young ladies to see the passenger tram 
leave the depot at Ninth and A Streets. 

I had difficulty believing that the building would have faced on 
Ninth Street, but the photograph of the old building in the 1899-
1900 catalog of the Presbyterian College for Women shows that it 
did. I also had difficulty believing "the depot [was} at Ninth and A 
Streers," but if you will turn to page 5 I you will see that a depot 
could possibly have been at that site. 

The Charlotte Female Institute Operated Under the 
Charter of the Charlotte Female Academy 

From the time of irs incorporation in I 82 I until it was reincorporated 
in 1896 as the Presbyterian Female College, the official name of the 
institution was the Charlotte Female Academy. However, towards the 
end of December in 1857 and continuing until 1891, the school went 
by the name of the Charlotte Female Institute, although it was oper
ating under the charter of the Charlotte Female Academy. Two of the 
five trustees in I 860 had also been trustees of this academy. Miss Har
rell (R.H.p. 169) says: 

" 
Mention must be made here of a tall marble-backed "Records Book" 

kept in the Archives of the present Queens College. This book was used 
both by the Burwell and the Atkinson administrations. Its front cover is 
labelled: 

RECORDS AND RECEIPTS I CHARLOTTE MALE AND 

FEMALE I ACADEMY CORPORATION 

Page 5 of this ledger carries this highly important notation: 
CHARTER SEE ACTS OF THE ASSEMBLY 

1838 PAGES 91-92. 

This citation is the 1838 chatter of the Charlotte Female Academy; North 
Carolina Private Laws, 1838-1839 session, Chapter IV, pp. 91-92. 

The Charlotte Female Institute Under the 
Direction of the Robert Burwells 

On August 18, 1857 the following advertisement appeared in the 
North Carolina Whig and again on August 25 and September I: 
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The Trustees of the Chatlotte Female Academy (Chatlotte, North 
Carolina) are desirous of procuring the services of a gentleman, who is 
competent to take charge of the Institution, as Superintendent. 

The Trustees are completing the improvement of their property, 
which is worth $18,000 to $20,000 and are desirous of having the In
stitution opened for Educational purposes by the 1st of October next. The 
building is large and beautiful, with accommodation for a family, and 
sixty.five or seventy young ladies. The Town of Chatlotte is the terminus 
of rwo Rail Roads, with a third in course of construction, which renders 
the Institution easy of access. It is surrounded by a moral and intelligent 
population, and with industry and efficiency no difficulty is apprehended 
in building up an institution of the first class. 

Persons desiring a situation of the kind will address "The Trustees of 
the Chatlotte Female Academy." 

According ro Hughes Hoyle's History (p. 145), the September 
I, 1857 Whig carried the following invitation: 

The citizens are respectfully invited to attend with as many hands 
as they can spare, at the Female College on Thursday morning next, for the 
purpose of cleaning off the ground and leveling it so as to have it put in 
order before it is fenced in. The building is an ornament to our village 
and certainly deserves to be put in complete order before being occupied 
by the gentleman who we learn has engaged to open it for educational 
purposes. Come one, come all. 

The Reverend Robert Burwell and his wife, Margaret Anna Rob
ertson Burwell, (wife, mother, educator), came to Charlotte and 
opened the school in the fall of 1857. Since 1837 they had operated 
"Burwell's Female School" in Hillsborough, North Carolina where 
Dr. Burwell had also been pastor of the Presbyterian Church. Dr. 
Burwell is listed in catalogs of that time as Principal of the Chatlotte 
Female Institute but Mrs. Burwell was obviously the "power behind 
the throne"; it was she who stated and administered the rules. 

An article concerning the Charlotte Female Academy appeared 
in the North Carolina Whig on November 3, 1857: 

Chatlotte Female Academy. We call attention to the advertisement of the 
Rev. Robert Burwell. Th,?se of our readers who have daughters to educate 
will find this academy equal to any off at a distance. Mr. Burwell and 
Lady have had long experience in teaching, and will use every exertion to 
give satisfaction. 
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Mrs. Burwell was a handsome woman, as the painting of her that 
hangs in Burwell Hall at Queens College shows, and she was nearly 
six feet tall. In a family history that her eldest son, John Bott Burwell, 
wrote, he said that industry was a prominent trait of her character, and 
that she had "unbounded energy and perseverance." Indeed, she must 
have been a remarkable woman because, in addition to running a 
school, she found time to have twelve children. The youngest of these, 
Richard Spotswood Burwell, read a speech at the Founder's Day cele
bration at Queens on January IS, 1938. 

In 1859 the faculry had been increased by bringing in John Batt 
Burwell but, soon after the Civil War broke out, he enlisted in the 
Confederate Army where he became a captain. 

The 1860-1861 Catalogue of the Charlotte Female Institute 

This is the earliest copy in the archives of the college and contains 
valuable information concerning prominent families, trustees, pur
poses, curricula, and practices of the school at this crucial time just be
fore the Civil War. It is therefore, reproduced at the end of this section. 

I have a feeling that the small print of this catalogue will be only 
glanced at by some readers of this history so I am going to comment 
on some of the things that were of interest to me: Notice that while 
most of the "pupils" lived nearby, there were some from other states. 
I couldn't help wondering how long it took them to come from their 
homes and if some of them didn't have to travel by stage coach. 

In the Primary Department I wonder what is meant by "Four 
Elementary Rules in Arithmetic" and why "Book of Commerce" would 
be in this department. Under "The Institution" note the use of the old 
term "philosophical apparatus" for apparatus used in physics and 
chemistry. 

I see that in 1860 "it is lighted by gas" so the Institute must have 
been one of the gas company's first customers. This does not agree with 
what Miss Harrell says and I quote (R.H. p. II6): 

Since lamps had just come into use at "CF.1." when Sallie Yates (Mrs. 
1. W. Faison) ... and Margaret Henderson (Mrs. John R. Irwin) came 
there in 1873, we surmise that the girls of previous days got up by "yellow 
candle light .... " Indeed, an advertisement in The Daily Standard (Ra
leigh) for July 8, 1865 reads: "Boarders will furnish their own towels, 
napkin and ring, one pair of sheets, two pillow or bolster cases, one coun
terpane, a cup and saucer, a drinking cup, and one dozen candles ... . " 
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To those readers who may wonder about the "one pair of sheers," 
there were rwo double beds and four girls in a room. 

"In the afternoon every young lady is required to change her dress, 
and engage in some needle-work; either useful or ornamental. They 
sit with the family." Surely, this couldn't have applied to the "day pu
pils" because that would have meant that 110 little girls would be 
sitting with the family. 

Two of the young ladies were, every morning, alternately for a 
week at a time, engaged with Mrs. Burwell in the dining room and 
pantry, for an hour or more after breakfast, attending to the duties 
of housekeeping .... "No woman is educated who does not know 
how a house ought to be kept." 

Under "Government"-"We trust them. No young lady is allowed 
to go to the stores unless accompanied by a teacher .... All pocket 
money must be deposited with the Principal." (For alumnae of the 
early 1920'S-Do you remember how Madame de Chabalon would 
line up and count the girls under her charge when the street car 
reached "The Square"? Although Madame taught French and Spanish 
and I took both-what I remember is her gorgeous fans with The 
Baroness de Chabalon engraved on their boxes and her statement that 
"black stockings get just as dirty as white ones.") 

And finally, among the rwenty-one "Things Prohibited" we find 
"Novels and Correspondence with Gentlemen (brothers excepted)." 

I don't think that living with the Burwells could have been vety 
much fun. 

Now, with reference to one name on the list of pupils, I cannot 
resist including excerpts from an article in Softvenir-A Bicentennial 
Salute to Charlotte, The Charlotte Observer, The Charlotte News, 
March 1968. 

Miss Sallie Davidson 
... There has probably never been another woman in town more 

secure in her position. Miss Sallie never bothered about fashion. She 
was accustomed to wear Mother Hubbard-type dresses down to her ankles, 
hars the late David Ovens described as "Queen Mary creations that looked 
badly used," and no make-up at all. 

They tell a lot of stories about Miss Sallie .... She was liable to cross 
any street in Charlotre when she gOt good and ready, regardless of the 
traffic lights. She would simply raise one arm, and launch forth, com
manding, "Stop Traffic." 
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· . . Although Miss Sallie was rich, she didn't waste money. One' winter 
when she thought her water bill was too high, she simply had the water 
cut off, and used her neighbor's plumbing facilities-leaving a dime or a 
quarter each time. (The neighbor referred to was Mrs. C. C. Kennedy who 
was also one of our alumnae. '"Miss Lula Kennedy" always said that Miss 
Sallie left a nickel or a dime.) 

· .. Her dinner parties were famous because she always gave two on 
successive nights. It was a mark of distinction to be invited on the first 
night .... She never invited husband and wife to the same dinner. Some 
times the wife might not be invited at all. 

· .. One of the best stories was when Miss Sallie bought two diamonds 
at Tiffany's and told them to charge them. When a supercilious clerk asked 

, her for a reference, she told him to call Eli Springs of the New York Stock 
Exchange. When he did this, Mr. Springs told him to charge the whole 
store to her if she wanted it. 

· .. A final story of the many that are told on Miss SaIlie: When she 
died she left one of the most colorful wills ever filed in Mecklenburg 
Couoty. One item, willed to her cousin, Mr. John M. Scott, was a yellow 
jasmine in her front yard-'"root and all." 

Two of the really good stories on Miss Sallie Davidson are not men
tioned in the above article. One day when she was in Belks (Depart
ment Store) a customer, thinking she was a poor little old lady, gave 
her fifty cents. This she took without batting an eyelash and said, 
'"Thank you." 

I have just recently heard one of the very best stories about Miss 
Sallie's hospitality. It has been mentioned that she did not invite hus
bands and wives to the same dinner. Once she invited Dr. McGeachy 
and paid Mrs. McGeachy $2.00 to wait on the table. 

Miss Sallie gave the college a picture of Dr. McGeachy from 
which the oil painting that now hangs in Burwell Hall was done. 
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REv. R. BURWELL, PRINCIP.4L-

JOHN B BURWELL, A. M., 

MIss JULIA M. SCOVEL, 

¥us ISABELLA SCOVEL, 
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PBoJ'. WM. F. DB HA AS, 
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MtsS N4NNIE R. BUUWELL, 
.~GLlSII BUNCHES .L.,(D llCSlC OS' J'U .• 'I'O. 

MISS H. H. HAMMARSKOLD, (Graduate of 
Academy of Music, Stockholm.) 
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MARTIIA. ALEXAND>:R, 

ELTZAJlETII ALEXANDER 

MA.RTIIA. AUEN, 
ELLA BLACKWOOD, 

V lRGh"IA. BECKWI'flf, 

LATIRA BrmWELL, . 

VIRGINIA J. BURWELL, -, 

ALICE BLAIR, 

LIZZIE BRI'rI'ON, 

MARTHA BALDWIN, 
SARAH BALDlVL'<, 

A:J,7iA BRYAN, 

N ANNI'E BOYOE, 

LYDIA J. BOGGAN, 

C. C. CALDWELl., -
MARGARls. ... CoLEltAN, 

MARGARET E . CANNON, -

SALLY CURETON, -

MARy J. CURETON, 

ADA CuRETON, 

ALICE CALDWELL, • 
E UGENIA CATH>:Y, 

SALLY CRAN~ •• 
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- Charlotte, 
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St. Augustine. 
• Charlotte. 
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• Louisburg. 
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• Mobile. 
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- Haywood. 
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• Wadesboro'. 

Charlotte. 
• Concord. 

Mecklenburg. 
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}I'lemington, FloridL 
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S.UJ.y DAVJD80I'l, .' ''>. :~. \~ecklenbl1rg. 
SUA.Jl DAVIDSON, • • , ." . 

LAURA DAV1D80N, " '. 

MAlty DONALDSON, • • " Davidson Coil. 
AuOB DAVID8ON, Charlotte. 
J ANBT ELU8, " 

RAOHKL ELlA.&, .. .. " 
LuCY ELKS, ~ .. ':, _~ ",_ - I " 

Luznt ERvIN, l :.':( :. Darlington, S. C. 
MAltY 1. Eltwnr; .' .;.... ". . Morganton. . . 
A. J. ELLIO'IT, • • Mecklenburg. 
FANNY E>OlONI, '. ~ . . .,. ... .•• Lan~ter, S. O. 
MAlITIIA F AUOE'l"J'B, • Haywood. 
Is~Bl!:LLA. ,GIB8OI'I; • Charlott.e. 
JULIA GltA.1lA.ll,. • " 
JxznrlB GBIEB, . •. Mecklenburg. 
JANE GltIEllo ~" 
M.uwUET GIUItB, '. ~ " 
·M.uw.uuor GAllLAliD, . . • • St.Louis. 
B. O. GIII8T, ~, . .. ;.: • . .J" ;; .'\,~ W ... hingtoD. 
EUGENU. HABBIS, :'. MeckleDbnrg. 
M. E. lIwT, " 
JAlnI E. RUlITD, " 
.ALIOB HOUSTON, ~ Charlotte.. 
HA.JtRI1ITr Ho~ " 
O. HAYES, ; ....... q' . .. .. . •. <~_ . Sharon, Mias. 
!.=IE HAlIJU&, " . • GreeD ville, S. O. 
AlIELU HolUB, Salisbury. 
I8A.l1l!:LLA. HOGD, • I .. • . -" LaD~ter, S. O. 
JANE H.uocOND, J" ~' . . '< • .• ' · ~.-·'·"Wadeaboro', 
EVA H..uwoND, •. ,'. ,,"~ : • " 
J'ut.a JOHNSTON, '. Charlotte. 
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ColLI. J OHNSTOll, 

ALICE JOHNSON, 

F Alll\-y IRVIllIo!, 

BE1TIE C. J ENKINB, 

MARY C. JOHNSON, 

. ' 
.. . . -:.... .. 

. ' 

J\fARGARb'T J OllliSON, 

JANIE W. McDIARMID, 
LAURA E.- MALONE, 

AuOE MURPHY, -
J ANR MURPHY, 
S. Co~'VERT MYERS, 
MAnY McGILvARY, 
BELLA MoKAY, -
MARY McKAY, 
MARY McLEOD, -

RESIDENCES. 

Charlotte • 
,-Seguin, Texas. 

• Green' iIle, S. C . 
Salisbury_ 
Mecklenburg. 
Charlotte. 
Cumberland. 
Mobile. 
Salisbury. ., 
Charlotte, 

" 
Summerville. 

" 
" 

JANE C. McLEAN, - - -
SALLY MOOA.LLUM, '~ -" :,-, 
.ANNIE McALLISTER, ~'.<;, - (. -" -, 

FLORENCE' lI;foRTON, 

Che:'aw, S. C. 
Ro,beson • 
Harnett" 

MARY MATTlIEws, -
MUGAR&T MoDoWELL, 
MARY MAssEY, 
lliRaUET N ISBIpr, 
LAURA. ORR, _: . 
BLAlIOBE 0"", 

•• 

- Petersburg, Va. 
Mecklen burg; 

• WarmSprjngs,N.C. 
L.ncaatQ.· Dis. S. O. 

• Charlotte. 

" 
" 

SARAH OA'rEIl, .' ' Cleaveland. 
MARY A. PERKINS, ,;,- ... f~ ,..L-.- Fayetteville, Ten. 
LomBA. PERRY, ' Harrison Co., Texas. 
MARTHA. QUERY, • - Mecklenburg. 
E>n.<A REID, Iredell. 
AnA REID, • " 
JANR Ross, Charlotte. 
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I. VU<(H~IA Ronu"F'O:-', 
II N A..""/E R.:rm, 
II ALICE Ross, 

II 
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MAl<Y SAlmEI<S, 

lIrARY C. SCOFU:LIl, 

SAJ.J.Y SUAW, • 

r.AL"RA SPRINGB, 

ALTCE STEWART, 

S~LLY S~Hf • ~ 

FA'iliY STIXSON, 

X AN"I& TORRFoNCE, 

J E~"YIE TORRENCE, 

ANN A Tm:r.oAR, -
j, E T 
j ~ ~J.LA AYLOR, 

I !I :MARY R. 'W HIT':, 
" SALLY 'VrLl.T.\lrSO", 
:1 
il H. P. 'VU.LlA"SON, 

·1 MARIA. P. 'V 1LJ~lAMS, 
j . J.rZ1.lE V'n.LI.~"s, 
I AnA. WnITE\ ' 
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II 
Ii 
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:, 
II 
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Charlotte. 
Henry 00., V n. 
ArecklenlJllrg. 
Charlotte. 

" 
" 

Yorkville, S. C. 
L"ncaster, S. C. 
.Averasboro', N. C. 
'Irodell. 
Necklenburg. 

" 
Charlotte. 
Grauville. 
Concord. 
Y"llceyvillo. 

" 
Charlotte. 
Cumberland. 
York Dis., S. C. 
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(/f;nnut Dr jn!ilrnrtiDn. 

t".IIIlACIfI;O para TIAas.) 

PRI MAR Y .DEP ART MENT. 

SP:£LLtNG and Definitions; Writing; Primarr Geography; Hi .. 
tory ot U.nited States; Four Elementary Rule.'I In Arithmetic; Fint 
Lessons in English Grammar; Book of Commerce. 

FIRST CLASS. 

Reading IUld Spelling-; English Grammar; Geography; History 
of England; Firllt LCSSOI'IB in Natural Philosophy ; Composition; 
'Vriting; Arithmetic; Bible-Pentateuch. 

SOPHO)!ORE CLASS . 

Grammar; Reading, with Analysis; _\ritbmeticj Algebra; An
cient lIistory, commenced; Physical Geography; Elements of My
thology; Composition; Bible-Historical Rooks of the Old Test.. 
ment. 

JUNIOR OLASS. 

Milton'. Paradise Lost, with Boyd's Notes; Rhetoric; Composi
tion; Algebra; Geometry i Gralu.m's Synonyms i Chemistry; An
cient History, continued; Botany; Arithmetic nnd Geogra~hYI Tt" 
,.iewed i Bibl&-Four Gospels and Act.c;. 

SENIOR CLA SS. 

Geometry; N.tural Philosophy; Astronomy· Composition; M"en
tal Philosophy; . Mord Philosophy i Ale::rander's Evidences j Reed's 
Lectures on English Literature i Sbaksperian Reader; Geograpby 
and Arithmetic, reviewed; Bible Epistles-Romans .ad Hebrew& 

Thil Course, commencing with the First 01.".)8, embr~es four years. 
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TERMS. 

TilE 8chola!>tir. Year. of rorty weeks, is divided into two Terms of 
tweTlty weeks eAch; the first commencing on the 12!h of Septcnlbf:r, 
the second on the 16t a£ February. 

Rc,n.nl, ioc1udin.2' c'rer." npen»,., with TuitioD in Englieb 
Hr.UJcbe!l. (or 'l't:rm or 2(1 w~h •..•.. : . •••• • ..•••••••••.•• fB.'i 00 

3Jlh.IC 00 j' jaot) or Guilar, (or ~ l~ilooOlI per week,............ 20 00 
" .... 3 ........... ..... 8uOO 

Cst-llf )Ulll rumeu1 (IIr practiCt!,. . . .. . ••• ...•••••••.••••••• • . :; 00 
~1 0(h·rn and Ancient I.ang-nnges, each,. . .. •••••.•••••• ••••••• 1':' 00 
Oil J)>>.iotillg,......... ..•..•. .•••.. ••...••.•• •••• •••• •••••• 20 (I() 
1)",,,,11':1. .. .••••.•••.• .•• •.•. •• •• •••• •••• •••••••• ••• •• •• ••••• 20 00 
~t!lJ c.i l Bn'~.Cr1lr(jn UnlwiDg, .••••.••••••.••••••••• ,... ..... )0 ~ 

t:~lt~~!ij~.t~~~: .. :: '.:: :'.:::: ::::::: :' .. ::'.::: :::::::: :::::: ~~ r2 
., •• in cllu.!jcs ....... ...... ........... ... ... ..... . , !) 00 

Embroidery in Silk nr Vell"d, ............................ .. 5 00 
Tuit ion fur dA1 ahwlar.!j, ... ...... ......... . ........ . . . $1t> to IS 00 

One half of Board aud TuitIon is payable in advance. nills are 
pr~!'ientcd the first of every quarter i that is, once in ten weeks. if 
r.ot paid at the eu,.e of the lIC8sion. ir,terut wilt -i7" t:fU:.ry tau be 
c/wrtjetl. 

1\0 dccJuction. except in case of -jUlLe3', will be allowed for an ab· 
sence of less lime thall one·tki1·(l of the session, from its commence
lIumt, nor for a wlthurawal before its close. 

Xo pupil r{'cl!ived for less than one term of twenty -weeks, unless 
0. special agrceutent is made. 

We would l'espectfully, but earnestly, beg parents not to interfere 
with the n-gular duties of their children, by withdrawing them uur
ing the term to spend a week or two at home. \Y c make no Jcduc· 
lion for al)sence, and it, of course, does not concern us in a pecuniary 
point of vicw j but so seriously docs it interfere with the progress of 
the pupil herself, and $.0 injurious is the eflcct on the classes thus 
broken up, that we would, ir deduction were required, prefer making 
it for those who remain punctually at their uutleS. 

THE INSTITUTION. 

It 

\! 

I 

'filE citizens of Chulottc, anl:ious to h:lT'C a female school of high 1 
char:lcler, h:LV': crectl·d a spacious, clt:gant building, situated in are· 1 

tired. eJcuteu part of the to\'\·n. The school-room is large, "" ell \"en- J 
tilated, and furnished with dt'sks of the lal(>st, most approved style, 
with maps, glolo.s, and philosophical .pporatus. The whol. bouse ~_ I 

43 
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,,;ol1rro.ngcd and rurn;~hed . aA to Lc " )11('a&an1 hOUle for giri3. lL 1S 
lighted with ~as, rurnh;htd with rooms for bnlhillg, nod, m winter, iii 
1'I'llrmed by a furnace. 

'Jhe ~Iccping.rooms arc provided with enr.., comfort, carpeted 
floors, good uc.,)s, and are visited regularly twice a. day by onc of the 
h'.:Lchcrs. 

;1 'rho greatest nttention paid t.o cle:mlinel)~ and ventilation. 
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The School is umlcr the entire "ontrol or Ih:\". ROKEUT RtjKWELI • 

and hu-iy, who have been f!.>T tW'cnly.ilvp.. ycar)l l·r;;;agec.l in t eaching tl 
((,llIalc sclioCJI. They are a.<;sistt~d by r.ompetent instrnctors in all the 
c1 e!larlm('nts. 

Convillccd, by their iong experience. thnl 3. 50iill (·~luc8.tion c="n be 
QLtairLct\ only nfter a foandAliol'l. is laid oy & thor<.tugh knowledge of 
thl~ fundallH:lllal br:m C'.hc,;, they make Spt'liing, Itc-ading. Arithltletic .. 
(;l'ammar, aHd li.::ogr::l11I1r, or primllr)' impol'tanct' : and Ly reference 
to the COllrsE' of /5tuo.,., it will be seen that ('\'ell after It C"la.ss ceD~CS 
to mnke the5e n!/~"'LT "tudici-;, thl",)" t!ore H\'ie\nd at lC:ui t once a 
",e('k, durirlg the whole Conrse. 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS. 
h" tile Musical Department, it ha.:; LeeR thc aill! of the Principals 

to SeitlCl teachers who would grouud their llupils in the elements of 
musical science. A pupil. performino: hOWeVf! r well, If fount.! defi· 
cient in a knowledge of the 11ottlS, i ~ put at once int.) the in ~truction
book, anti requ!red to gi ve tlt.at her allen lion unlit it is ma.c;tcreu. 

Too Ettie attention. wc think, i ~ gi\"(· n to the ~ciellcc of ])11 ,\ WI~G. 

We would rrcommend to parents hJ IHWt.· thcir <1aughters carefully 
instructed in this mo"t delightful art-uot for tht.~ purposc of pro
ducin.g pictures, for lh($(· can be purchased for less than the price of 
instruction, alit.! those who only ICllrn to '"l,:lint a picture," rarely 
touch I:L pencil after I~avin:! scho(.I; but one who rcnlly undcrst:'nd~ 
the science, Rcqnires habits of ob;icTvntion of pradical uso to her 
through life. She I~n appreciate wf"'ks of art, 3.rrange her ttlblt~ and 
furniture with good taste. l)tsides hav ing within hC.I"Seif 11. l"Ulshmt 
source of amusemeuL 

GRAOUA TlON. 
To those young ladic:-: " .. ho ha'ie spent at least. two years in l.he 

Institution, and who finil'h th~ studies of the J:mior and Senior 

I' . 1 

j: 
F 

Ii 
i 
!; 
r . ~ 
I· 
I. 
F 
il 
!; ,. 
;, 
ij 
i' 
" Ii 
.! 

" , 
;. 
'. 
,i 

" I 

Ii 
Ii 
1 I· il 
il 
II 
,i 

iI 
I' I 

1.=~c~.I~as=s~~s .. a d:~:::=:I.b~~;ve:==i _ ----_-=~~.,_--=~JJ 



The Charlotte Female Institute 1857-z872 

DOMESTIC ARRANGEMENTS. 
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TnJl! BoardenJ are considered membcn or the tllmily, are treated u 
14diu. and expected and required to behan as IUcb. At table, wbere 
.U, teAchers t.nd pupil&, lit togc:be" and where much pain. is t&ken I 
to mllke ",cry thing plc&8&nt and home-like, their manDen an par- I 
tieularly attended to, and connrsation is encouraged. " 

In the af\.ernoon, every young lady iii required to change Ler dreu, I 
and engage in 800'10 needle-work, either useful or ornamental The1 
lit with the famHy. 

It is the aim of the Principa1A to educate pr(utictd women; women II 

who will not only know tbat a home should be comfortable. but how 
to make it so; whose minds .. ·iIl not only be sl.ored with knowledge. 
but who will know how to .reduce tb",t knowledge to practice In th. 
duties DC life. Two of the your.g ladies a.ru, every morning. alter. 
nately for a week at a time, engaged "Vllh Mrs. Burwell in the d,ning. 
room and pantr1, lor an hour or more .ner breakfast, a\lending to 
the dutieS of hoase.keeping. Thcy thus aequire much that is u.erul 
in after liCe., &nd are better qualified for tbose duties which must do
,'olve on every WOI:D&D, no ul~ttcr what ber station. No ~'omaD .. 
educated, wbo does not know bowl. bouse ought to be kepL 

Tbo t&ble is pleDtiIully fUrDisbed, tbr •• time. a day, with ... bol .. 
lome, palatable, .. .z~"..1.:<d rood; aDd beside. tbis, the Boarde .. are 
aHowed l>iscuit, bread, or cake, between breakfut and dinner. All 
eAting at unBe8.S0nable.bourB, or in the alceping.rooDla, i. forbidden i 
and parente are requested not to send boxes of _tablea from home. 
Supplied as our table is. there is DO necessity for thia i and u unkind 
and 8c!8sh fellings are onen the result of tbeae boxes. we entirely 
disapprove of them. 

Th. groUDda around tb. bslitut. are baDdsomely laid ou~ pl ... ted 
with flowera, and every thing ia done to render out-door oxerclu 
pl ..... DL 

'l'h. pupil ..... required to 14k. regular oz.rei.e ... ,y day. 

GOVERNMENT. 

W. aim 10 promote a blgb '.D" or bODor in our pupn., 00 U 10 
ICIOd tbem to naliu tbeir individual ... ponsiblllly. W. oonfld. ID 
t.bem; trUlt tbem i and thia plan, loner twentY1e&n' Vial, .e bay. 
no cau .. to regroL No YOUDg lady II allowed 10 10 10 tb •• 10 ... 
unleu aocomp&nled by & teacher~ 
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. DRESS. 
THE drrss or our Uoardc:rs recc:i\"cii parficuln altf::ntion; ell"trava· 

ganee is discourageo, but l:n'ry pUJlil is required to he 11tatly dresscd 
.o.t a11 times. ParcntJ\ InrLke great mistakes as to the fluantity or 
clothinJ; rt:quircd for a. girl at SellO") i a ft·/Z Urt-sscs, jm)jciously se
lected, would save the parents mudl woney, ~IH) the teachers much 
trouble. 

It certainly is a vcry iDlporl:lnt part of an education to know hinD 
to dress. Ne:ltness Itnd S'o~d taste Juust be cultintl.-d. 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION. 
THE school is opcn..:d every morning with reading the Scriptures 

and prayer, besides the rcgu1a.r fumily worghip. The fir,.: t rccitBtion 
on Monda)' mowing it> from the Bible, nnd by I"cft'rence to the Course 
of Study, it will be seen th:lt, ,in four years' Course, the whole Bible 
is gone through. 

The afternoon of the S:tLb:lth is de\"oted to the study of Jacobus' 
Notes on' the Gospels. PuViis 4th:llll Church twic~' on Sal,Lath, and 
once during the week. Parents who wish thl'ir (bug;htcrs to aUclid 
a place of ,"or.:;hip different 1rom lhat atlemll-rl by the Principals, 
must find some friend UJlIl('r who!"c ('"nrc they can be placed. No 
calls or visits aTe 1lllo~'ed on the Sahb:t.th. 

" PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS. 
REGARDNr. public cxalJJiHntioll ~ a~ 110 tc~t of scholar,;hip, and an 

unneces~aTy waste of timc in the preparation for them. we h:ll"C none. 
Our schoolroom is open at all timCl to nny OIlC who feels an interest 
in hearing a class recite. An every-day recitation can gin & belter 
idea. of a girl's advancement, .and of the method of teaching, tb:m 
any public e:xamination. 

'We frequently, during the sesEion, have mu~icD.l entertainments, to 
which all the fr:ends of the School :l.re invited. 

Pupn.s wil1 furnish their own towels, table-napkin&, and ring; and 
ha.ve every article of clo~hing distillctly Dlarked. 

A recor~ is kcpt of e\"ery recitation, and a report senti h.'ice in a 
session, to the parent or guardian. 

AU pocket money must be depositM with the Principal. 
The next session will begin on the 12th of September. 1861. 
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I: el)~Hotte fellt~le !n$fiMe. Ii 
II ----.------- I! 
:! THINGS REQUIRED_ Ii 

1. l~ady-likc conduct on all occasions. " 
:1 2. Prompt obedience to the Ril ing a.nd other Bell.. 11 
;:,' s. NeAtness and Good Order in t.he Sleeping Rooms. Every thing j' 
I< must. have a place and be kept in it r 
;1 4:. Strict oh"crvanc~ of the Sabbath. II 
it 0. PromptneR~ in the preparation of Compositions amI Le'i80ns. II 
.: 6. Punctual attendance at Da.ily Pnyers. ,; 

, 
" '. 
:! 

., 

.i 

" 

., -, 

• ',I, 
7. Attendance and propriety at Church. !I 

" B. Free access of Ft'ruale 'feachers to the ~Jecping Room" p 
9. Str~ct obedience to T('.~porury and Prudenbnl Rules. Ii 

THINGS PROHIBITED, 

1. Communicntion of any kind during t;tudy hour&. 
2. Absencc from Rclitalion or other Duties. 
3. Lc:n'ing a.oy Class without the consent of the PrincipAt 
4 .• \bscnee from the Instituto without permission. 
0. Yisitmg Stores without permission, or without. 'reacher. 
6. Boisterous noise in or o.bout the building or grounds. 
7. Loud talking or lauglung on the street. 
8. Koine in the Sleeping Rooms after retiring at nigbt.· 

" " " 

ii 
! ~ 
i, 
I: 
r I' " 1-

.j 9. Eating &t un!'c3soQnblc hour~! or in the Sl~eping Rooms. 
:i .10. Ga.mes of chance. nnd Novel~ 
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tl. Throwing nny thing from, or conv(,:Tsing from the windows. 
1" l:npcrtuitted vhiiling of Rooms. 
13. Reception or Da.y Scholars, or other friends, except in the Re-

ception Room. 
14. Lenving Pianos open afte.T practice. 
15. 
JO. 
1r. 

Visiting Music Rooms without permission. 
norrov,iDg Books, :Music, Clothing or Jewelry_ 
""hispcring or unla.dy.likc conduct at Table. 

J 8. LCfl.\"ing Books, Music, Shawls, &c., out of place. 
19. Exchlu"\glng Bcd,; without permission. 
20, 

~l. 

Sendin.g unmarked Clothing to ""ash. 
Correspondence with GentlcUlen, (brotllers excepted.) 

,i 
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The North Carolina Military Institute, The Mecklenburg 
Female College, and The Charlotte Military Institute 

Up until now I have completely ignored the male part of the "Char
lotte Male and Female Academy" on the assumption that its history 
had nothing to do with the history of Queens. It did operate, however, 
at one location Of another for some years, first on South Tryon Street, 
then on North College Street at Eighth Street, and later (circa 1855-
1885) on Davidson Street at Tenth. Hughes Hoyle says that the last 
reference he could find concerning the Charlotte Male Academy was 
in a deed dated December 16, 1885 which conveyed the Male Academy 
lots on Davidson Street at Tenth to the Right Reverend Joseph Blount 
Cheshire, Jr. of the Episcopal Church. (H.H. p. 156) 

In a paragraph entitled "The Final Demise of the Intermittent 
Male Academy," (H.H. p. 154) Hughes Hoyle writes: 

The resolution approved at the meeting held on July 25, 1857 which 
authorized the trustees of the Charlotte Male and Female Academy, in 
conjunction with a committee of three, to establish a male military school, 
culminated in the opening of the North Carolina Military Institute in 
1859. Major Daniel Harvey Hill, a mathematics professor at Davidson 
College and a graduate of the United States Military Academy at West 
Point, helped in the planning of the school. The building was modeled 
after the U. S. Military Academy and it was erected on Morehead Street. 

Blythe and Br,?Ckmann's Hornet's Nest (p. 233) says: 

Convinced that a national conflict was imminent and foreseeing the neees· 
sicy for ttaining young men to be ready for it, Major Hill gave up his work 
[at Davidson] and came to Charlotte. At the outbreak of the Civil War he 
was asked to take charge of the training of the Confederate troops. His 
first official act was to take the '50 cadets composing his student body 
to Raleigh. Here they are reported to have drilled 10,000 volunteers. 

During the Civil War the building on the corner of what is now 
Morehead Street and South Boulevard where the Charlotte Y.M.CA. 
now stands, was used as a military hospital. 

Again quoting from Hornet's Nest (p. 233): 

When no longer needed for hospital purposes, the North Carolina Military 
Institute [building] was occupied by the Mecklenburg Female College. 
The Reverend A. G. Stacy was the founder and president during its brief 
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existence from October I, 1867 through the summer of 1869. An ad
vertisement for this school states that there were 155 students from five 
states who paid $103 per term of ten months for board, tuition, fuel, lights, 
and contingent fees. The only remaining source of information concerning 
this college is a complete set of four issues of a magazine entitled The 
Carrier Dove, or Mecklenburg Female College Magazine. [Author's note: 
The Mecklenburg Female College was in no way affiliated with the Char
lotte Female Academy, nor did it have any place in the history of Queens 
College.] 

In 1873 Colonel J. P. Thomas opened a private school for boys in the 
Military Institute building and continued it for 10 years as the Charlotte 
Military Institute. 

After 1883, the Military Institute building became a unit of the 
Charlotte Public School System and so remained until its demolition 
in 1954, although it was not in use as a school building after 1937. 
Charlotte alumnae will remember this old building as the "Old 
Graded School," or the "South Graded School," or as the "D. H . Hill 
School" depending upon their age. Before the building was finally 
torn down it was used as a storage building for supplies for the Char
lotte schools. 

The Charlotte Female Institute During the Civil War Years 

The Charlotte Female Institute was well under way before the onset of 
the Civil War. 

Eight of the twelve Burwell children were boys; when the Civil 
War began in 1861, five of them were between the ages of sixteen 
and twenty-seven. The oldest, John Batt Burwell, had joined his 
parents in operating the school in r859 but went to war and in time 
became a captain. In the year 1864 Robert died at the age of twenty
three from a disease contracted in a war camp, and in the same year 
James, at the age of nineteen, was killed at the battle of Cedar Creek. 
He was buried in the garden of a house near which he fell. In 1886 
his body was reinterred in Charlotte. Armistead came home from the 
war with a stiff wrist. (R.H. p. 175a) 

According ro Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 28) : 

Richard Spotswood Burwell was the lad (II years old) who saw 
Jefferson Davis in a soaking rain in Charlotte in the fall of 1864, and came 
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home reporting, "I wouldn't have gone if I had known what an ugly man 
he was. Why, Mother, he has but one eye, has white whiskers, & is as yel
low as a pumpkin. He looks just like Buddy Bob did when he first came 
home." 

The mother added, "Poor man, he pays for his honors." 

I have read that the Charlotte Female Institute was used as a 
hospital during the Civil War. It was not this Female Institute but 
was the North Carolina Military Institute building on Morehead 
Street. I ought ro know, because my grandfather was wounded at the 
Battle of Gettysburg and was sent to this hospital. 

Though the Burwell's school remained open during the Civil War 
years, it did so with difficulry. In the fall of 1864 the length of each 
term had been reduced ro fourteen weeks, and the cost ro boarding stu
dents became $825 per term as compared ro 1863 when room, board, 
and tuition for the spring term of twenry-four weeks had been $200. 
At the close of the Civil War expenses became normal again. 

In her history, Miss Harrell (R.H. p. II3) says: 

Catalogs, albums, letters, memoirs, and pictures sent to the archives by 
descendants of students of early days enable us to know the character of 
student life at the Charlotte Female Institute just previous to and during 
the Civil War. John Bott Burwell ... wrote in a letter to his father-in
law ... in 1860 that: "We are doing well with our school; we have about 
45 boarders and if all come, that we hear of, there will be 61, or 62, which 
is more than the house can hold." 

In the trustee's advertisement on pages 29-30 of this history they said 
the building would hold from 65-70 students in addition to a family. 
Maybe they had not expeaed a "family" to be as large as that of the 
Burwells. 

Miss Harrell (R.H. p. II4) continues: 

Of the IIO students listed in the 1860-1861 catalog, it is a safe bet that 
few were Union in sentiment and sympathy. One wonders about the lone 
student from St. Louis, Missouri-But either she or some later Union sym
pathizer, did declare her side to a troop-train of returning prisoners of 
war-prisoners from Andersonville Camp in Georgia. That is a faa. 
Mackinley Kantor in his historical novel Andersonville (1955) was con
cerned with the chronicle of misery, despair, disease-that Inferno on 
American soil. Yet some ninety years earlier, a Milford, Massachusetts 
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doctor who had lived there wrote his (partial) memoirs in the Century 
Magazine (July 1890) under the title "A Yankee at Andersonville" and 
he, furthermore, mentions Charlotte, North Carolina, and our Charlotte 
Female Institute: 

We stopped for a few moments at one place that broke the desolate 
monotony-Charlotte. It was pleasantly located and contained some com
fortable residences. Close by the depot, in a beautiful park, was located the 
Female Institute of North Carolina. The young ladies crowded the bal
conies and front yard of the seminary. They waved their handkerchiefs and 
/lags of stars and bars. One young lady, evidently of the right stamp, cun
ningly grouped a red and blue ribbon with her white handkerchief in such 
a way as to catch our eye, and one car-load of us honored her with three 
cheers. It was very soon hushed, however, by our guards, who inquired 
what we were cheering at. Of course they obtained no satisfactory reply. 
We knew that there was one young lady in the seminary who was on our 
side, and she acknowledged our cheers by a gtaceful bow, then quickly 
withdrew. 

November 12, 1978. This has nothing to do with the history of 
Queens College, but at this moment I am ready to say: Oh, that Rena 
Harrell's history haC! an index! Those readers who knew Miss Harrell 
will know what I mean. She had a propensity for starring a conversa
tion in the middle of a sentence. She knew what she was talking about, 
but sometimes it took the other person a while to figure it out. 

The tale is told that one day Dr. Wilson McCutchan of the English 
department decided that he would turn the tables on Miss Harrell 
and "start in the middle." The conversation went like this as he passed 
her in the hall: "Good Morning, Miss Harrell. What is it going to be?" 

"A boy, of course," she replied without missing a step as she con
tinued down the hall. Sure enough, a few days later Prince Charles of 
England was born. 

I am as bad as Miss Harrell when it comes to starting on one thing 
and ending with something else. What prompts this outburst about 
the index is that when I remembered that I had seen the Andersonville 
story somewhere in her history and attempted to find it again, it 
literally took hours. 

• :I: 41< .. .. 
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Interesting Pages from an Early Records Book 

One page in the "tall marble-backed Records Book" referred co on 
page 29 shows that in the year I868 the Charlotte Female Institute 
was still owned by the Charlotte Male and Female Academy stock- ' 
holders. The cost of home repairs in that day is interesting in compari
son with I979's inflated prices. 

Of even more interest co one writing a hiscory of Queens College, 
are the minutes of meetings of the trustees of the Male and Female 
Academy Corporation; one entry reads: 

The Last Days of the Burwell Administration 

John Batt Burwell returned after the war and an announcement of the 
I87I-I872 session, which was the Burwells' (Robert and John Bott) 
last year, lists both the Reverend Robert Burwell and his son John 
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Bott as Principals of the Institution. Margaret Anna Burwell had died 
in Raleigh at the home of her daughter, Mrs. W . H. Crow, on June 
21, 1871 at the age of 61 years. She is buried in Elmwood Cemetery 
in Charlotte. 

Of John Bott Burwell, Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 126) relates: 

We can be certain that he taught a class in Physics because there is an 
interesting note in the Queens College archives that "Captain Johnny" 
used to fascinate his class ... by using a Leyden jar and exhibiting a red
headed mannequin whose hair was made to stand on end by an electric 
current which passed through its body. 

Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 24) says that one shrub Mrs. Burwell 
"might have planted on the Institute campus, lives in perpetuity trans
ferred to the present Queens campus." (If anyone knows which one 
this is, it will be Sarah Nooe.) 

Miss Harrell also writes (R.H. p. II 5) : 

Under the Burwell regime little was done by the srudenrs save study, 
church attendance, and writing in memento albums. It was a mark of 
social ignorance not to know a number of suitable verses to write in the 
albums of friends-the wriring often embellished with curlicues and 
flourishes, fountains, and birds. Teachers and schoolmates often inscribed 
verses with German, French, or Latin phrases. Lines of advice, original 
rhymes, gems from the poets, and loving inscriptions were set down with 
meticulous care. The selection of one entry in an archival album has 
been made at random: 

In the walks of this life 
We all need an umbrella. 
May yours be upheld 
By a handsome young fellow. 

In the fall of 1872, Dr. Robert Burwell and his son left the 
Charlotte Female Institute to direct Peace Institute in Raleigh. At the 
end of Dr. Burwell's administration the school was still operating 
under the 1839 amended charter of the Charlotte Female Academy. 
Even though it listed a collegiate department the school was not a 
chartered college. 

Dr. Burwell died in 1895 at the age of 93 and is buried in Elm
wood Cemetery in Charlotte. 
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The Charlotte Female Institute 

The Charlotte Female Institute 
During the Years 1872-1878* 

O~ Au~t 27, 1872 the Charlotte Democrat carried the follow
mg notICe: 

Charlotte Female Institute 
This Institution so long and favorably known to rbe public, is now un
occupied, and the Trustees advertise rbe fact for rbe purpose of inviting 
the attention of rbose engaged in teaching to rbe inducements it offers . 

. . . it is unquestionably one of rbe best opportunities offered in any Sourb
ern Stt'te for opening and maintaining a Female Boarding School of rbe 
highest grade. 

The buildings and improvements present an imposing appearance. 

Persons desiring to cake charge of and conduct permanently a Female 
School of the highest order, are invited to correspond with rbe undersigned. 
Being determined to have a school of rbis character, and rbat rbe property 
shall be occupied if possible, so as to open rbe exercises in October, next, 
the terms will be liberal. 

Jos. H. Wilson 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 

Miss Harrell (R.H. p. II3) writes: 

It is most unfortunate rbat the history of rbe Female Academy and of 
rbe Charlotte Female Institute which Joseph Harvey Wilson, a trustee of 
both enterprises, delivered before rbe Board of City Commissioners of 
Charlotte on December 18, 1876 has not been preserved. The manuscript 

• Material in this chapter came from Miss Harrell's History, from old col
lege catalogs. and from memorabilia in the college archives. 
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record of that meeting merely mentions the article and records none of 
its details. 

There is some confusio.n as to the exact dates of Robert Hett 
Chapman and Stephen Taylor Martin as presidents, although one or 
both held this position from r872-r878. D. A. Tompkins' Hiltory 
of Mecklenburg County (p. r70) says that Dr. Chapman was in 
charge from r872-r875 and that Dr. Marrin took over in r875 and 
stayed until r 87 8. 

Dr. Robert Hett Chapman was the son of the Robert Hett Chap
man who was president of the University of North Carolina from 
r8r2-r8r6. Before coming to Charlotte in r872 he had, when he 
was a young man, practiced law in Asheville, North Carolina, but 
after he was ordained a Presbyterian minister in r839, he had held 
prominent pastorates in Alabama. 

The Directory of Charlotte for r875-r876 says that Dr. Chap
man's wife was also a teacher in the institute and on the following 
page one is told (R.H. p. 28a): 

Thorough, quiet, steady progress, rather than exhibitions, is the law 
of the school ... and "To be and not to seem" is the chosen motto of the 
school. 

How can we know whether it was Dr. Chapman or Dr. Martin 
who unofficially changed the name of the school from the Charlotte 
Female Institute? The r875-r876 catalog calls it the "Institute for 
Young Ladies." 

Dr. Stephen Taylor Marrin had entered the Confederate army in 
r86r at the age of twenty-six and he commanded Martin's Battery 
with courage and distinction. At the close of the war he was graduated 
from Union Theological Seminary and entered the ministry. During 
his ministerial life as a pastor and evangelist before coming to Char
lotte, he had at one time been principal of Simonton Female College 
which later became Mitchell College in Statesville, North Carolina. 

According to Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 28b) : 

One of Dr. Martin's students, writing her "Memoirs" for the Queens 
College archives, recalls the fine personal library which he owned. She 
relates also that no one who ever sat under him could forget his peculiar 
method of conducting a class. When the group assembled, Dr. Martin 
simply called upon some young lady who heard her name in horror [sic}. 
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In an atmosphere as solemn as that of any courtroom, she had to arise to 
her feet and begin telling the lesson. Dr. Martin maintained that it was of 
little value to ask questions until after the recitation, since he believed 
that a question could not be asked without revealing half the answer. 
Eventually he explained and supplemented with observations and readings 
of hi'own. 

Dr. Martin divided the course of study into "Schools": the School of 
Mathematics, of Natural Science, of Mental and Moral Sciences and Evi
dences, of English History, of English Literature, of Latin, and of Modern 
Languages but little else is recorded about what either Dr. Chapman or 
Dr. Martin did for the school. Certainly they did not leave an impression 
upon the students as did the Burwells of a previous day, or as Mr. Atkinson 
of a laro/ period. 

The Charlotte Female Institute in the Years 1878-1891 
Under The Reverend William Robert Atkinson 

William R. Atkinson, who had been teaching at Peace Institute since 
1875, came to the Charlotte Female Institute in 1878. His wife, Lucy 
Horton Hanna Atkinson, a niece of Mrs. John Bott Burwell, had at
tended the Charlotte Female Institute. 

Mr. Atkinson, a native South Carolinian, was born in 1841 at 
Oakton, the rice plantation of his Grandfather Atkinson, which was 
twelv~. miles south of Georgetown. In 1861 he was a senior at the 
South Carolina College in Columbia when he joined the Confederate 
Army. By the end of the war he had become a lieutenant. After the 
war he taught for several years at the Classical School for Boys in 
Abbeville, South Carolina. Before coming to Charlotte in 1878 he 
had completed his theological education and had taught at Peace In
stitute with Dr. Burwell and his son for two and one-half years. 

Quoting from Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 3 I) : 

The 1857 Female Academy building ... renamed the Charlotte Fe
male Institute by administrators, but not by charter [and for a few years 
after 1875-1876 called the "Institute for Young Ladies"] was remodeled 
before, or immediately after, the trustees put the school in charge of Mr. 
and Mrs. Atkinson. A Nicholas' wrought iron furnace, "with no noxious 
gases" was installed to furnish heat. Before this time the Chapel.Study-Hall 
room was heated with Franklin stoves, though "pint" tin stoves were used 
to heat the bedrooms, where "with no sacrifice to delicacy and refinement" 
four pupils, at most, were housed. Woodboxes in the dormitory were filled 
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by maids who built the fires every moruing in cold weather but the girls 
rhemselves had to keep rheir fires burning during rhe day. 

Years later, Mrs. John R. Irwin [morher of Mrs. Mary Irwin Belk] 
who as Margaret Henderson lived in rhis dormitory, wrote: "Why we were 
not burned up, I cannot understand; but rhere was not even one alarm." 

The barh rubs spoken of in the catalogs of this era were in place, but 
were never used. Nor was rhere any sewerage. All water was pumped from 
rhe well in rhe backyard---<ioubtless by rhe same maids who brought the 
wood to rhe dormitory-<:me pitcher a day for each of the two washstands 
in a dormitory room. If rhese rooms were furnished with two double beds, 
as rhey were, rhe first floor of rhe building at least had rhe elegance of two 
parlors. 

The 1879-1880 catalog entitled "Circular and Catalogue of the 
Institute for Young Ladies, W m. R. Atkinson, Principal"" contains 
"Testimonials" among which we find: 

We have personally inspected some of rhe examination papers of 
the Charlotte Institute for Young Ladies and rhe work of the pupils upon 
rhem. The examinations are searching, and rhe pupil's work gives evidence 
of instruction as careful and rhorough as rhat afforded in our beSt male 
schools .... 

W m. Cain, Prof. Math., etc., CM.I. 
M. M. Hargrove, Prof. of Latin, etc., eM.!. 

CM.1. refers to me Charlotte Military Institute which was described 
in Chapter III. 

Reproduction of a single page from the 1881-1882 catalog of 
me Charlotte Female Institute gives an idea of the rype of work that 
was being done during me years that Mr. Atkinson was president of 
the institution. 
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CHARLOTTE FEllALE lXSTITUTE, ~ 
f/,-SCHOOL OF' MOOERN LANGUAGES, 

F~E~CJf. 

The Instructress in French is :l pupil of Dr. S;lUVI"Ur, and follows the 
IN Iltural 'Melhod " in her instruction. For testimoniAls 3.5 to her profi. 
eieney, see letters from Profet!sorll Sanveur and ~e, or the A mherst Normal 
School of Mexlern L:wglluges (page 34). The recitations are wholly "in 
French even in the Prim"ry Class; English.is forbidden. Beginning with 
very flimple c()nversation, dic~ation and recit:lIion are grndually introduced 
for the cuJti,'ation ot ear, eye and tongue. The pupil is then ready for 
translation, for grammar and for the c1nssics. 

This method has been (nund to awaken enthusiastic interest in the pupil 
by giving immediate p .... ctical nse of the language. 

Primury ClaM-Causeries avec Les Enf:mts. 

Fir8t rear-Petite" Cal1serie~, Fisher's Remler. 

Suond Year-Causeries av~c lIes Eh'~ves, La Fontaine's Fabl~, Compo· 
(lition. 

T,Hl'd Yeor-Entretiens sur La Gramumire and Larou~se's Grammar, 
French Classics, Translation into French (rolD some sLundard English 

w~rk. 
GER)'[AX. 

The sam~ ro etlUtd i~ pnrsned in teaching Ge rman as in French. 

Fir8t Yatr-Henes!I's Der Svrechlchrer llnler seinen Schuelern, Stern's 
~ludicn and Plaudereien. 

&cond Year-Whitney's & Otto's Gramlllars, Reading from Different 
Authors and ronversation thereon according to the" Xatural :Method." 

Third Year-Goethe, SchiJler, Grammar ami Composition. 

ELOCUTION, 

Elocution oonl'lists in the natural expression of thought by f;ptoech and 
gesture, nnd is here pursned as a distincti.c branch of cnllure. The 
importance of such a stud)' can be inferred from the consideration that a. 
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sentence may .be 1'0 uttered as to weaken or per-rert tl.e s imple meaning of : 
the words, that Jack of necessll.ry force, misplacement of emphasis, or disre· t ; 

garc1 of modulation may empty of their meaning ..... ords \vhich would other- I.' I' 
wise possess volumes of thought; where:!s t..'orrect, culth'ated utterance 
gives emph:!Ris and life to written ~anguage. It is Dot sought to substitute ; I 
an artificia l for:i natural mode of expression, but so to develop the pupil's J' 

, own faculties, so to cultivate and direct tbem that the voice may nol only : I 
~~ress the ide. indicated by the language, bu. irup ... ss i. upon tbe mi:J. 
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Mr. Atkinson taught classes in mathematics and in the sciences. 

Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 30) says: 

We can be certain that he did perform experiments because Mrs. 
M. A. Bland set it down in her "Memoirs" that she doubted the sincerity of 
her classmate who claimed that JUSt because he was a gentleman she was 
embarrassed and answered, "I do not know" when Mr. Atkinson asked her 
about an experiment on a frog's leg. Everyone will agree with Mrs. Bland 
that ignorance seems a better explanation than rhe claimed bit of prudery. 

Again quoting from Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 30) : 

The study of elocution was supposed ro impart voice modulation and 
expression. Miss Mary Mattoon, an aunt of the well·known Socialist Nor
man Mattoon Thomas, was the teacher .... To teach modulation, these 
lines were given: 

"I hear them now upon the hill; 
I hear them faint, and fainter still." 

The firsr line was recited faster and faster, the last line "faint and fainter." 
No plays were given by the class; such an idea might have been termed 
wicked. 

Maty Mattoon's father was the first president of Charlotte's Biddle 
University which later became Johnson C. Smith University. 

Life at C.P.I. in the I88a's 

Anyone who knew Mr. Atkinson must now be over a hundred years 
old; however, 1 got a little of the "human side" of the man from read
ing the love letters of a young woman, Miss Josie Thompson, who 
was a teacher at the Charlotte Female Institute in 1889. These are 
the letters, both hers and his, that passed between the young teacher 
and the young "drummer" in the year that she was in Charlotte and 
after she went back to her home in Pennsylvania. (For the benefit of 
our younger alumnae, "drummer" means traveling man.) She had 
come down with her sister "Miss Chrissie," who evidently taught art 
at the coUege and stayed on after "Miss Josie" went home. 

In addition to giving a picture of life at C. F. 1. during the late 
Victorian period, these letters were of interest to me, because I knew 
so many of the people who were referred to in them. A brother of the 
young man, Mr. John Pharr, was long a trustee of the college and 
was a very active trustee about the time that the college moved to 
Myers Park. Here are some excerpts from these lengthy letters: 
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Mr. Pharr writes: 

January 20, 1889 . .. P.S. I forgot to say that I'd been drumming a little 
for the CF.1. LaSt week, the old fellow that I stopped with at Durant, Miss., 
has a daughter to send to school next autumn. And said he was thinking 
of sending her to Salem, N. C I asked him why not send her to the CF.1. 
and I told him to write R. Wm. A- for a catalogue .. . Hope Mr. A
can succeed in getting her ... 

Miss Josie writes : 

January 22, 1889. It was a dreadfully cold bleak day here. We didn't go 
out at all. Mr. Atkinson talked to us at home in the morning. We had 
Sabbath School after tea, then prayers and retired early . .. 

Contrast that with a Sunday at Queens in I979! 

Miss Josie writes: 

February 18, 1889. Mr. A- has rescinded the ten-minute rule, by which 
I mean the ten minutes between study hour and retiring, much to the dis
gUSt of the young ladies. I am sorry since it seems to make them so un
happy-but I believe with Henry Esmond that so much kissing is not 
good .... I have heard that there are nine cases of measles ar the Thompson 
Orphanage. Bessie Hutchison has not yet returned to school. Hope Miss 
Charlee has not taken them. I think it is very bad taste to wait till you are 
a young lady to have the measles ... 

February 20, 1889 ... One of the young ladies told me she thought every 
girl cried herself to sleep the first night Mr. A's new rule went into opera
tion, but now most of them go quietly and sweetly to their room ... . 

Since Charlotte had only 73 telephones in 1893 I wondered if 
the college had one in 1889 because among the letters I find: 

By messenger: Dear Miss Josie-May I call this evening? 
By messenger: Dear Mr. Pharr-I shall be pleased to see you this evening. 

Evidently Mr. Atkinson was somewhat of a tease; I also got the 
feeling that he liked the ladies because he walked with a different lady 
teacher every Sunday when they marched the students to church. I 
think Mrs. Atkinson was sick at this time. Miss Josie went home right 
after the Johnstown flood (the home of her family was high on a hill 
and was not damaged), but Miss Chrissie stayed on for at least an
other year. 
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Mr. Pharr writes: 

September 27, 1889. Mr. A- has been right good to me lately. Sold him 
a hat one day this week and afterwards he told Mr. Long to charge it to 
me to balance my gas bill for last session. The hat was $5.00 and next day 
he said I had a little to my credit so I might come over occasionally this 
session. He was joking of course. Like him better than I used to. 

The "gas" didn't mean gasoline. Notice the gas lights in the picture 
of the parlor in photograph section. Time went on and "Miss Josie" 
and "Mr. Pharr" became "Josie" and "James." Evidently she wanted 
him to burn her letters because he writes: 

October 15, 1889 ... You need have no fears whatever that anyone but 
myself will ever read them . . . 

This is where, 89 years later, I stopped reading the letters. In case the 
reader doesn't know, Josie Thompson became Mrs. Pharr and the 
mother of one of our alumnae, Isabelle Pharr Smith (1929). 

The End of the Atkinson Administration 

Mr. Atkinson had long wanted to return to his native state. In 1890 
he and several of his friends purchased the "Preston Mansion" in 
Columbia, South Carolina and established the Presbyterian College 
for Women (in Columbia). A few years later "Presbyterian" was 
dropped from the name. General W ade Hampton had bought "Hamp· 
ton Hall" in 1823 and his daughter, Mrs. Preston, had inherited it 
which was why it was sometimes referred to as the Preston Mansion. 
It is described in detail in the chapter on Chicora College. During the 
first year of operation of this school (1890-1891) Me. Atkinson 
appointed Mrs. Charles D. Mel ver as his representative in Charlotte, 
but by the end of the year he resigned from the Charlotte institution 
to devote his entire interest to the college in Columbia. 

The Burwells had had no financial interest in the Charlotte Female 
Institute, but in the catalog for the Presbyterian College for Women 
(in Charlotte) for 1904 I find : "A few years ago Dr. William R. 
Atkinson .. . moved to Columbia, South Carolina and sold all of his 
interest to the Presbytery of Mecklenburg." 

I have consistently referred to William R. Atkinson as "Mr. At
kinson," because it was in 1890, after he left Charlotte, that he re-
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ceived the degree of doctor of divinity from the University of South 
Carolina. 

As an educational venture, the school in Columbia was a success, 
particularly from I892-I895. Financially, however, the institution 
did not pay and in I896, "losing heavily, Dr. Atkinson sold his share 
of the stock at fifty cents on the dollar." (R.H. p. I77) 

Five years later, in I90I, Dr. Atkinson died at the age of sixty 
years. His portrait, painted by the Hungarian artist, Czimbolmos 
Szab6, hangs in Burwell Hall. When the portrait was unveiled at an 
elaborate ceremony in Morrison Hall, an interesting comment was 
heard by a faculty member. She was entertaining three of the oldest 
alumnae who had been students during Mr. Atkinson's administration. 
When the portrait was unveiled, one of the ladies said to her com
panions: "Well, I never saw him look that pleasant." 



5 
Education for Women in Charlotte· 

1891-1913 

The Seminary for Girls, 1891-1896 

Miss Lily Long had at one time taught at the Charlotte Female 
Institute duting the administration of the BurweIIs and again 

under Mr. Atkinson. In 1890-1891, the year that Mr. Atkinson was 
away from the school, she became principal. 

For five years (1891-1896) the property on College Street was 
vacant, and during this time Miss Lily Long operated the Seminaty 
for Girls at what was then 4II North Tryon Street. She was assisted 
by Tinsley Junkin, Mrs. Bessie Dewey, Mrs. Sarah Caldwell White, 
and Miss Rosa Franklin. Two of these, Mrs. Sarah Caldwell White 
who taught English, and Mrs. Bessie Lacy Dewey who taugh t "Belles 
Lettres," had taught with Miss Long at the Charlotte Female Institute. 
A litde later Miss Mildred Watkins joined the faculty of the Seminary 
for Girls; and finally, there were seven faculry membets teaching his
tory and literature, natutal science, psychology and Evidences of Chris
tianity (Bible), Latin, mathematics, music, and art. The Seminary for 
Girls issued annual catalogs, quite the same as the Charlotte Female 
Institute had done. 

The first graduating exetcises of the Charlotte Seminaty for Girls 
were held on June 7,1892, in the auditorium of the Y.M.CA. which 
was on South Tryon Street. Miss Mary King (Mrs. I. I. Gilmer) and 
Miss Ida McDonald (Mrs. C C Hook) were graduated at this time. 

Mrs. Hook had entered the Charlotte Female Institute in 1890 
at the age of fifteen. During the centennial year of Queens, she re-

• Material in this chapter came from Miss Harrell's History; Blythe and 
Brockmann's Horners Nest; "Queens College in Transition During the Late Nine
teenth and Early Twentieth Cenrucies: The Influence of Elizabeth Webb Long," by 
Lori Yandle; Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Presbyterian College and Queens 
College; and catalogs and annuals. 
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called that for graduation from the Seminary for Girls in 1892 at the 
age of seventeen, she had worn a "long blue-printed white gown with 
a demi-train." 

Mrs. Hook became very active in civic affairs and in 1916-1917, 
she was president of the Queens College Alumnae Association. In 
1929-1930 she was the first woman on the Queens College Board 
of Trustees. " 

An article, "Charlotte Seminary," Charlotte Observer, May 20, 
1896, says: 

An able corps of experienced teachers and a high grade of scholarship 
have kept it [the Seminary for Girls} abreast with similar schools in this 
and neighboring states. The course of study is already higher than that of 
the Institute under Dr. Atkinson. 

This article was written just before the opening of the Presbyterian 
Female College and it continues: 

Under its new management ... it is proposed to raise the standard still 
higher and to enlarge and increase its usefulness in every way. 

Students had moved from the Institute to the Seminary with a sense 
of belonging. A similar situation existed when the students trans
ferred from the Seminary back to the old Institute campus in 1896. 

Here I should like to include biographical sketches of Miss Lily 
Long and of Miss Mildred Watkins since two of the original buildings 
on the present Queens campus carry their names. 

ELIZABE1H WEBB LONG 
1847-1 92 9 

Miss Lily Long, as she was always known, was born in Hills
borough, North Carolina, on June 12, 1847. She was the daughter 
of Dr. Osmond Long and Helen Webb Long. 

She was educated at the school of Misses Nash and Kollock in 
Hillsborough and later attended Edgeworth Seminary in Greensboro, 
North Carolina. In 1864 Dr. Long died at the age of fifty-six. The 
end of the Civil War was nearing and plantation owners were in 
straightened circumstances. At this time Miss Lily Long took her first 
teaching job at the Charlotte Female Institute when she was seventeen 
years old, and thus began her teaching career under the Burwells. 
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After this, she taught in the Concord public schools, the Charlotte 
graded school, in Statesville at what is now Mitchell College, and at 
Peace Institute. In 1878 Lily Long came back to the Charlotte Female 
Institute to begin what became her long continuous association with 
the college. 

In 1891 when Mr. Atkinson went to Columbia, South Carolina, 
Miss Lily Long re-organized the school and operated it under the name 
Seminary for Girls. In 1896 this was incorporated into the newly char
tered Presbyterian Female College which was opened in the building 
of the Charlotte Female Institute by the Mecklenburg and Concord 
Presbyteries. Miss Long became president of this college and held this 
position until Dr. James R. Bridges became president in 1899. At this 
time Miss Long became lady principal or dean. 

In interviews with her former students it was noted that Miss Lily 
Long was always described as being "perfectly groomed." One also 
recalled that she made the seniors wear their caps and gowns every 
day throughout the senior year. I was glad to come across that state
ment, because I was sure that I remembered capped and gowned 
seniors walking on the campus each day as I passed by on my way to 

the First Graded School on the corner of Ninth and Brevard Streets. 
Miss Florence Jamison, Class of 1910, described Miss Long as "the 

embodiment of a lady of the old South." (Florence Jamison, herself, 
is in 1979 a beautiful lady.) 

Miss Lily Long retired in 1910 but continued to lead an active 
life as a leader of various civic and church organizations. A faithful 
member of the Second Presbyterian Church, she was honorary vice
president of the Charlotte Woman's Club. She was a charter member 
of the Cranford Book Club, the first of its kind in Charlotte, and served 
as editor for the Historical Deparement for the Women's Mecklenburg 
Declaration of Independence Edition of the Charlotte Observer. She 
held the position of chaplain in both the Mecklenburg Chapter of the 
DAR and the Stonewall Jackson Chapter of the UOC. In 1926 the 
UDC established the Lily Long Loan Fund at Queens College to 
be used by girls of Confederate ancestry. 

At the school which she had served for so long, Miss Long was not 
forgotten, nor did she forget it. She was honorary president of the 
Alumnae Association and the first life member. The Alumnae Associa
tion also established a Lily Long Loan Fund, which promoted apprecia
tion for Miss Long and her work. A description of this fund reads: 
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In appreciation of her beautiful Christian character, personal charm and 
high intellectual attainments and of her long and devoted service to Educa
tion in Charlotte Female Instirute and Presbyterian College for Women, 
which constiruted an incalculable contribution to the spiritual and cul
rurallife of her Students and her State. 

The alumnae Loan Fund was later changed by Alumnae Association 
vote to the Lily Long Scholarship Fund. 

It has been said that the most loving tribute paid to this poised 
and quiet dean was that given on May 27, 1914, at the final meeting 
of some two hundred and fifty alumnae in the soon-to-be-abandoned 
building of the Presbyterian College. The Association presented Miss 
Long with a handsome gold-headed umbrella, engraved with her 
monogram, and also gave her a pearl and onyx brooch. Mrs. A. A. 
McGeachy (now Mrs. Curtis B. Johnson) prepared this toast in 
her honor (R.H. p. 39): 

I propose a toast to one who has perhaps participated in the education of 
more girls than any other woman in North Carolina. To one but for whose 
unselfish generosity at a particular crisis in the history of the Instirution 
there would be no Queens College today. I propose a toast to one whose 
influence extends far and wide into homes made by women who have 
learned to know and admire traits that made up her splendid womanhood: 
modesty, unselfishness, and self-control, broad thinking, right living. She 
is a woman who forgets injury and remembers kindness. She has spent her 
life in an efforr to ennoble the lives around her, and even more, for she 
has gone to the women of the underworld with the story of the love that 
purifies her life. Her hair is white but her heart is young and as pure as 
the flower whose name she bears-Miss Uly Long. 

Uly Long died in September 1929 and is buried in Elmwood 
Cemetery in Charlotte. In 1921 North Hall became the Lily Long 
Memorial Hall, and in 1950 an oil portrait of her painted by Dayrell 
Kortheuer was placed in Burwell Hall. This was a gift of the alumnae. 
(Much of this section, unless otherwise noted, came from "Queens 
College in Transition," an honors thesis by Lori Yandle.) 

MILDRED CABELL WATKINS 
1860-192 2 

Miss Mildred Watkins came to the faculty of the Presbyterian 
Female College through her association with Miss Lily Long at the 
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Seminary for Girls. She was a graduate of Augusta Seminary, Staun
ton, Virginia, and had taught for some ten years before joining Miss 
Long. Six of these years had been at Erskine College, Due West, 
South Carolina, where she was spoken of as being the pillar of the 
school. Before she came to Charlotte she had found time to write A 
History of American Literature in the American Book Company's 
series entitled Literature Primers. 

Quoting from Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 34): 

No minister in the Assembly of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
was a more informed student of the Bible, nor a greater expositor than 
was Miss Watkins. Every clergyman in Charlotte recognized in her his 
peer in the knowledge of the Bible. Always brilliant, wholly selfless, a 
consecrated worker, she was one of the ablest and most intellectual women 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church. Her influence ovet the young women 
she taught was indeed remarkable. Several of her students enrolled at the 
turn of the century were inclined to be rude--but never around Miss Wat
kins. Even the most reckless had a wholesome respect for her saintliness. 
It was her traits of character which gave a fascinating personality to a 
creature not at all beautiful. Her face was too small; her tiny hands re
minded one of squirrel paws when she held them up in enthusiascic lec
turing. Her hips were our of proportion to the upper part of her body. 

But one forgot these things in admiration as she listened to Miss Wat· 
kins read Virgil or Ovid at sight. Miss Hattie Alexander, of the Class of 
1899, tells that Miss Watkins, standing before her class, could even read 
Latin upside down, when she or one of the other eight members of that 
class faltered and stumbled over a Latin phrase. Minnie Downs, Minnie 
Gray, and Margaret Ward were Miss Hattie Alexander's classmates. (I 
nearly wrote Miss Minnie Downs and I notice that even Miss Harrell 
wrOte Miss Hattie Alexander-How natural the "Miss" comes to me when 
Miss Minnie Downs and Miss Hattie Alexander taughr in the Charlotte 
schools for so many years.) 

They did not stumble over many things; those girls studied hard and 
each made an average of 90 or more on all subjects. They recall that Miss 
Watkins could talk about the orations of Moses with a knowledge of 
Biblical history that was utterly astonishing. But for all her ability, she 
loved the girls she taught. On one occasion she said: "When I first began 
to teach, I prayed for my girls by name each night, but as my group has 
grown larger, I have to pray for them collectively." 

In the 1907 Edelweiss (that was the year in which Eloise Rankin 
graduated) the following poem occurs: 
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Somebody's smart and witty 
Somebody grieves for our sins 
Somebody's hair is yellow gold 
Somebody's name is Watkins. 

And in the 1910 Edelweirs which was dedicated to Miss Watkins, we 
find the following quotation in the dedication: "She doeth little kind
nesses which most leave undone or despise." James Russell Lowell. 

In 1909 Miss Watkins went to China where she taught Bible in 
the Shanghai American School, a school for children of missionaries. 
From 1915-19 I7 she taught at the Kashing High School. Again quot
ing from Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 40) : 

So deeply did she feel that the school was doing God's work that, even 
after her connection with the school was severed, it remained on her heart 
and prayer list for future remembrance. It was found at her death that she 
had willed her entire property, which amounted to $10,000, to this Chinese 
school. The principal accepted the legacy and appropriated it, with dona
tions from her former students in America, to the erection of a four story 
building at the Kashing School. The building is named Watkins Memorial 
Hall. 

Although Miss Watkins is buried in Kuling, China, her friend 
Mrs. Latta Johnston had a record of her death carved on Miss Wat
kins' mother's tombstone in Elmwood cemetery in Charlotte. This 
stone is on Mrs., Sarah Caldwell White's lot. Mrs. White had taught 
with Miss Lily Long and Miss Mildred Watkins both at the Seminary 
for Girls and at the Presbyterian Female College. During the greater 
part of her years in Charlotte, Miss Watkins and her mother had made 
their home with Mrs. White. According to the Minutes of the Board 
of Trustees for January 14, 1921, Mrs. White left money to Queens 
at her death. The trustees considered applying this to the erection of a 
church on the campus. 

On November 16, 1922, a name plate was ordered placed on South 
Hall on the present Queens campus and it officially became Mildred 
Watkins Memorial Hall. This was a dormitory until the summer of 
1978 when it was remodeled and now houses the art department. 

Elizabeth College in Charlotte 1896-1915 

This paragraph is included in the Hirtory of Queens College to clear 
up confusion which may exist in the memories of some Charlotteans. 
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There was no connection between Queens College and Elizabeth 
College. During the years 1896-1915, Elizabeth College, another 
college for women, was operated in Charlotte under the auspices of 
the Lutheran Church with Dr. Charles B. King as irs president. In 
1915, ill health carised Dr. King to move the college to Salem, Vir
ginia, where it was consolidated with Roanoke College for Women 
although the name, Elizabeth College, was retained. In 192 I the col
lege in Roanoke was destroyed by fire and all of its records were lost. 
For many years after Elizabeth College left Charlotte, irs alumnae 
gathered each year fat an Alumnae Luncheon. 

The college property at Elizabeth Avenue and Hawthorne Lane 
was purchased by the Presbyterian Hospital which moved from West 
Trade Street into the main college building. At the present time 
(1978) only a small part of the original Elizabeth College building 
survIves. 

The Presbyterian Female College 1896-1910 

In the catalog of the Presbyterian Female College for the year 1896-
1897 there appears the following: 

Early in 1895 the two Presbyteries of Concord and Mecklenburg of the 
Synod of North Carolina entered into negotiations relative to the estab
lishment of a Denominational College within their bounds. As a result of 
this movement, the generous offer of Charlotte, and the kind offer of 
Miss Lily Long, Principal of the Seminary for Girls, toward consolidation, 
the Presbyterian College was located in the so-called Queen City of the 
South .... Already the Seminary for Girls had gained a wide reputation ... 
and the College, which is the Seminary under a new regime .. . bids fair 
to be a most successful and useful institution. 

I am sure that you are wondering about "the kind offer" of the 
City of Charlotte. In an article in the Charlotte Observer for December 
5, 1943, Dr. J. G. Garth wrote: "As the movement proceeded, a joint 
stock company of Charlotte people was formed to raise $I 0,000 to 
meet the conditions laid down by Presbytery." In the City Code of 
1896 there appears: "All claim to the Charlotte Female Institute re
leased to Presbyteries of Mecklenburg and Concord." (Book B, page 
96, May 26, 1896.) 

Miss Harrell (R.H . p. 37) says: 
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It is established by the indisputable authority of Dr. J. B. Shearer, 
who was Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Presbyterian Female 
College from 1896-1903, that he and other trustees of the college regarded 
Miss Long's Seminary for Girls as the link between the Charlotre Female 
Institute under the Reverend William Atkinson and the Presbyterian Fe
male College, owned by the Presbyteries of Concord and Mecklenburg, ad
ministered by a Board of Trustees, and directed in an executive capacity 
from 1896-1899 by Miss Long, with the title of Principal. 

A second utrerance by Dr. Shearer on the ancestry of the college is 
found in a pamphlet published in 1901 and entitled Bonds of the College. 
" ... The College has been known far and wide for two generations as a 
first-class female school, and its alumnae are scattered over half a dozen 
Southern states. It has been successfully managed under three administra
tions, that of the Reverend and Mrs. Burwell, that of Dr. W . R. Atkinson, 
and at present that of the Reverend J. R. Bridges and Miss Lily Lang." 

The Presbyterian Female College was chartered May 30, 1896, 
and on this date the Board of Trustees elected Miss Lily Long as prin
cipal and Mr. Tinsley Junkin as co-principal. Many of the faculty of 
the Seminary for Girls transferred to the college along with Miss Lily 
Long, and one of these was Miss Mildred Watkins. 

Dr, James R. Bridges Becomes President in r899 

When Dr. James R. Bridges became president of the college in 1899, 
Miss Long was called "Lady Principal" for two years, but from 1903-
1910 she is listed in the college catalog as Dean of Women. 

About Dr. Bridges, the 1903 Edelweiss says: 

James Robertson Bridges was born September 24, 1852 in St. Louis, Mis- . 
souri, reared in Richmond, Virginia, and educated at Hampden-Sydney 
and Union Theological Seminary. After pastorates in Kentucky and Texas, 
he became editor of the St. Louis Presbyterian. Incapacitated for pulpit 
work on account of his throat, he accepted the presidency of the newly or
ganized Presbyterian College. 

Quoting Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 42) : 

At the turn of the century, being president of a church-related college 
involved undertaking the activities of several jobs: it necessitated the duties 
of collecting fees ; it involved being a public-relations man; and such a 
president was also expected to teach classes. Atrempting to oversee and 



Queens College Yesterday 

direct what today would be the divetsified activities of several men, Dr. 
Bridges was adjudged by everyone as a just and good man. His students 
respected him and feared him exceedingly. His psychology class sat semi· 
nar·fashion around a large table, but there was no atmosphere of infor
mality here. Students who were lazy and made no effort to master the 
subject spoke of the period as if it wete an Inquisition. True, the study of 
psychology in those days was the old formal discipline of memory. There 
was no apparatus for experimenral psychology and whatever had been 
termed "philosophical apparatus" in much earlier caralogs than those 
of this time was no longer in evidence. 

Erection of a New Building on College Street 

For several years before Dr. Bridges came to the campus of the Pres
byterian Female College in 1899, its trustees had had in mind the re
modeling of the old Charlotte Female Institute building on College 
Street. From the picture of this building in the 1899-1900 catalog, 
it would appear that rhis improvement was badly needed. The entoll
ment at the turn of the century was larger than in former years, there 
being 106 in the collegiate department, 38 in the preparatory depart
ment, and 43 in rhe "Primary Room." There was a faculty of twenty 
whose salaries averaged $400 and board for the session. 

Here, because there has been confusion as to whether the college 
building was remodeled or rebuilt, I shall quote from the report of 
the Building Committee in the May 20, 1901, Minutes of the Board 
of Trustees: 

1. The Committee let the contract for building and remodeling the college 
building to Nicholas Ittner, the lowest tesponsible bidder, at and for the 
price of $46,600, exclusive of brick, which the Committee undertook to 
furnish to said contractor, and which has and will cost a sum not exceeding 
$8,000 making a toral cost of $54,600. 

Under the original contract, the brick would not have COSt the Com
mittee more than $6,500 but, in view of the fact that developments showed 
that, owing to the rotten condition of the old walls of the building, which 
was not anticipated in the original contract, it is impossible to use these 
old walls in remodeling said building. At least 500 M more brick will be 
required than was originally contemplated, which will raise the estimate 
of the costs of the brick, as stated above, to $8,000. 

2. In addition to the original cOntract price, the Committee has found it 
necessary to agree to pay the contractor an additional sum of $3,350 
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for tearing down and rebuilding all of the walls of the old building, and 
to pay extras in addition thereto in divers sums, amounting to about 
$425 making a total increase of the price to be paid the contractor of 
$3,975, making the total price to be paid the contractor, for all purposes, 
$50,575; to which add the cost of the brick, as above stated, $8,000, will 
make a grand total of $57,575 [sic], as the entire cost of constructing the 
building. 

The minutes continue with the details of the contracts for the 
steam heating plant, electric and gas lighting system, and plumbing 
to "make a grand total of $65,775 for the cost of the building, com
pleted, with all necessary heating, lighting, and plumbing included." 
In these same Minutes we find that "the President ... is hereby au
thorized and directed to borrow, on behalf of and for the Corporation 
the sum of Forty thousand dollars .... " 

Suffice it to say that in the Minutes of the Board of Trustees for 
February 27,1907, the total cost of the new building and its contents 
(including the $3,500 organ plus its $242 freight bill) was given as 
$84,738. 

I have found that information available in annuals is on the whole 
more likely to be correct than information found in catalogs. The 1903 

Edelweiss says: "The old building was torn down in 1900 and the 
present building was begun." What no one says, is where the college 
was operating during the time that the old building was being torn 
down and the new Building was being built. The new building was 
completed for the fall term of 190I. 

Miss Harrell's description of the new college building (R.H. 
p. 46 ): 

The new COllege building was rather imposing. The four large col
umns on the portico facing Phifer Avenue-which ran for only one block, 
from College Street to North Tryon Street-gave a dignified appearance 
as one approached the college. It looked like an institution of learning; 
the lady on the dome covering the rotunda held aloft a symbolic torch in 
a manner as dignified as her superior, the Statue of Liberry. Inside, long 
halls opened to the right and the left behind the formal parlor and the 
president'S office. Under the rotunda, the vista was upward to the great 
height of three stories. It was a tremendous building which echoed with 
activity for some thirteen years. 

Here, I must break into Miss Harrell's description. In another 
place in her history she says "The completed structure resembled a 
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present-day United States Government Post Office." It really was a 
beautiful building but what intrigues me is "the lady on the dome." I 
passed by that building every day for years and I do not remember it. 
Four alumnae that I have talked with-Mrs. Curtis Johnson, Miss 
Eloise Rankin, Miss Louise Flournoy, and Mrs. Anna Burwell Grier 
Parrish--all of whom were students before 1912, have no recollec
tion of a lady on the dome and yet numerous photographs show that 
she was there. I shall probably never know what happened to this 
lady. I wonder if she was Minerva, the Goddess of Wisdom. 

Roughly speaking, the structure was T-shaped; the auditorium oc
cupied the wing to the right of the front entrance (the entrance to the 
auditorium faced on Ninth Street]; the day-student Study Hall and the 
infirmary occupied the left wing. Under the latter, a rolling landscape 
enabled a very large gymnasium, measuring 63 feet x 45 feet x 16 feet, 
to be fitted. (Don't you alumnae of the years 1930-1954 wish that you 
had had that gym?] 

It was boastfully claimed in catalogs that the auditorium could 
seat 1,200 persons. But the Minutes of the Board of Trustees,1899-
1922, reveal that there were only 1,030 opera seats purchased at a 
cost of $3,000 plus the amount of $253 for freight. This price the 
trustees thought was a framed-up outrage. 

ThiJ, from the 1901-1902 catalog of the Presbyterian Female 
College, is hard to believe. In talking about the new building, this 
catalog says: 

The closets and bathrooms are not in the main building, where possible 
escape of noxious gases might produce fever, but they are in a separate 
brick building, which is connected on every floor with the main building 
by a covered way . .. . Steam heat will keep the rooms and halls equal in 
temperature, thus avoiding sudden shocks to the system, while the rotunda 
in rhe cenrer, rising from the first floor to the dome, keeps the air in constant 
circulation, and thus prevents that closeness usual with steam heat. Then, 
to guard against danger from explosion, the boilers for heating the build
ing are placed in a separate room outside. 

There has been much confusion and misinformation about the 
pipe organ that was in the Presbyterian College auditorium and was 
later used in the original music building (the Ninniss Building) on 
the present Queens campus. I am sure that the following account is 



Miss Lily Long 1847-1929. Associated 
with thc college from approximately 1865 
unti l 19 10 as tC:1cher. president, and dean 
... "but for whose unselfish generosi ty 
:l[ a particular crisis in the history of the 
Institution therc would be no Queens 
College today." Quoted from a toast given 
by Irving H arding McGeachy (Mrs. Cur. 
tis B. Johnson) in 1914. 

Miss Mildred Watkins 1860-1922. "Hcr 
traits of character ... gave a fasc inating 
personality to a crea turc not at all beau
tiful." Quoted from Qur Mother and OllT 
Qu£'Cn, A H;story 0/ Queens College by 
Rena Chambers Harrell. 





The Reverend James Robertson 
Bridges, D.O. President 18W-
1910, professor 19 11-19 16, Chair
m :lO of the F~culty (acting pres
ident) 1916-1 7. "He was as full 
of sp iri t as D:wid, yet as meek as 
Moses." Quoted from Mrs. Cur
tis U. Johnsoll (Class of 1909)· 

Music room in the old Presbyterian College building circa ] 898. Wh:lt :l strange place 
lO hang :1 mir ror, or is the mirror sining 0 11 the radiator! 



Chapd in the old building circa ]898. Judging from the school desks and the num· 
ber of pianos on the little stage, surely this room must h:l\·c doubled as a cl:l ssrooll1 and 
a practice room. 

Dormitory room in old building circa ]898. Note the "crockery" on the wash. 
stand, the rocking chair, and the gas jet at the extreme right. 



Ross and Dwelle houses on North College Street. The neighborhood of the co llege 
contained many fin e homes in 3ddilion to the North Tryon St reet homes that 3re 
usuall y pictured in histories of Charlotte. The Ross house on the corner of College 
and Eighth St reets and the Dwelle house next door 3re only two examples. (This 
pictu re came from Fay Ross Dwelle Burpee, Class of 1927.) 

The Second Presbyterian Church. In 
1873 the membersh ip of the First 
Presbyterian Church had outgrown 
the number of pews, and the Second 
Presb},te ri an Church W3S formed. 
T he first sermon was preached by 
the Reverend Robert Hett Chap
man. The church shown was bu il t 
in 1892. 

Dr. Joh n , V. Stagg and Dr. A. A. 
McGeachy were thc first two pastors 
of the Second Presbyterian Church 
which outgrew its North T ryon 
Street build ing (next door to the 
present Montaldo's) and in the late 
1940'S combined with Westminster 
Presbyterian Church to form loday's 
Co\'CIl :l IH PrcsbYler i:l1l Church. 

J 
.) 



Presbyterian College. This was the 
front entrance of the Igoo- l!)Ol 

building on the corner of College 
and Ninth Streets on the site of 
the original 1857 Charlotte Female 
Institute building. 

Cornerstone of the J9O<rJ90J building. This stone is now in (ront of Burwell Hall 
on the present Queens College campus in Myers Park. 



Presbyterian College for Women. 1900-1901 building. Many ea rl y phO(ographs show "the 
lady on the dome" that I do not rememberJ and there is an architect's drawing that shows 
three statues. Note the "mounting block" (for ladies to use in mounting a horse) in both 
this picture and in the picture of the 1857 building. 

Presbyterian College. The view from Ninth Street shows the auditorium end of the build. 
ing and the class room and dormitory area that ex tended back toward the railroad . The iron 
railing on the side.walk was high off the street. 



"Oh, to be a senior in 1902!" Several of the members of the class arc seen as they 
started out for a picnic. The vehicle, called a brake (also spelled break) was rented 
from Wadsworth's Livery Stable. 

Holding the reins is Beth McClin tock Flowers, and silting beside her is Onie 
Lee Rodman Brown. Immed iately behind is Anna Lois McDowell Collins, and 
back of the driver is Mary King Daniel. Nex t row left to right: Dora Bevill, 
Beulah \Vallace Grier, :md True Worthen. Last row left to right: Carrie McEach. 
ern Hodgin, Ethel Hamihon Garrison, an unidentified member, and Janie Davis 
Patton. 

Beulah \Vallace Grier was the mother of Joseph W. Grier, Jr., presently chair. 
man of the Board of Trustees. The little boy in the picture is a son of Dr. James 
R. Bridges, president of the college. 

Auditorium and Organ at Presbyterian College 1907. In the ea rly 1930's, when 
the main part of the college building was no longer used by the Charloue city 
school system and had been converted into the College Ap:utmell lS, this au· 
ditorium was the home of the Charloue Litt le Thea ter. 



Parlors. The parlors in the 
1900-1901 Presbyterian Col. 
legc building equipped with 
gas chandeliers. 

Presbyterian College 
Gymnasium. 

Presbyterian College Dormi· 
tory Room. Every picture 
made at the turn of the cen· 
tury shows at leas t one pot· 
ted palm. This palm must 
have been placed there just 
for this photograph because 
the pot is si tting directl y on 
the rug. 



Dr. John Livy Caldwell 
President 19 11-1916 
"H e: had :1 dream." 

Myers Park Gates. It has long been sa iuthat "Charlollcans believe in the Fatherhood 
o£ God, thc Urothcrhood of Man, and thc Ncighborhoocl of Mycrs Park." The sl11:111 
side gates and the p;lrk str ip remain at the entrance to Quecns Road, but thc ccnter 
gate and thc st rcet ca r tracks ha\'e been removcd. 



Scene in Myers Park circa 1912. Farm la nd was converted into a residential area giv ing Char
lotte another suburb in add ition to Dilworth , Elizabe th, and Cha tham Estates. 

Earliest photograph of Queens College in Myers Park. 





Airplane view of Queens College in the early 1920'S. Trees 
and shrubbery h:-ad nearly ten yea rs of growth when thi s 
photograph was made. Note the house that is adjacent to 
the present Pres ident's House. Also note Westfield Road 
and its few houses. The Myers Park Club across Selwyn 
Avenue from the coll ege docs not show in thi s photogr:-aph. 



Lobby of Burwell Hall circa 
1918. Dr. Ninniss would of~ 
ten hang his hat on a statue. 
At least three potted palms 
must ha ve come from the 
College Street building. 

The President's House. This was 
torn down in 1963 to m:lke way 
for the build ing of Albright Res
idence Hall. 

• 

Society Hall. In the Adminis
tration Building (Burwell) cir
ca 1920. This one was the 
mee ting place of Pi Della. Ir 
is now called the North Parlor 
:lIld the Gamma Sigma H all is 
now called the Chicora Parlor . 



Street Car cirea 1920. This was 
the main form of transportation 
between Queens and town for 
m:u1 Y years. The middy blouse 
with blue serge ski rt was the 
dress of that day unless one wore 
the all blue serge outfit (HofEn 
suit) and th(1t was expensive. 
Elizabeth Fin ley mllst have been 
going to town because she has 
on a hat. No, she couldn 't have 
been going [ 0 town by herself in 
that day. 

Southern Railroad Station on West 
Trade Street. This was the fi rst view 
of Charlotte for most boarding stu · 
dents. 

Airplane circa 1920. This was 
ten or more years before tra vel 
by air became a form of trans· 
porration. 

Pierce·Arrow circa 1920. Most of 
the day students rode the street 
cars, but Laurie Dowling Brock. 
man had an automobi le. 



Chapd in the Music Building circa 1918. Th<! re arc those potted pa lms aga in ! 

Dr. James R. Ninniss. Dr. N inniss was 
hC:1d of the Queens music dep:l.rtmellt 
from ' 912-1937. The Ninniss hmi ly 
li\'cd upstairs in the Music Building 
:lnd bter moved to :l. C:l. l1lpUS cott:l.ge 
on Wellesley A\·enuc. 

"Captain" William Anderson. H e was 
acting president (with the title of reg
ist rar) 19 18-192 1. Students of that day 
rea lized that C1.ptain Anderson ren
dered a grea t se rvice to Queens College. 
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the correct one: The 1903 EdelweuJ and the 1904 catalog of the 
Presbyterian Female College agree in saying that "the college organ, 
upon which the students practice, was built for the auditorium of the 
late Charleston Exposition, and there used for recital purposes. The 
gold medal for excellence in organ building was awarded to the build· 
er, M. P. Moller of Hagerstown, Maryland." It must have taken us 
forever to get it paid for because as late as the treasurer's report through 
January 3 I, 1910, we still owed $1250 on it. 

However, the organ must have been paid for eventually because 
it saw long service both on College Street and then on the Myers Park 
campus. In its last days do some of you alumnae readers remember 
how it would sometimes let out a "who-(H)-()-" at the very wrong 
moment. I cannot vouch for the authenticity of the Stoty but I have 
heard that when the organ was reconditioned by John Stevens about 
this time it was found to contain a squirrel's nest. When the Ninniss 
Music Building on the Myers Park campus was "gutted" in 1963 and 
the new Jernigan Student Center was built inside the old walls, the 
organ found a good home with Richard Peek, Charlotte organist. 
Queens gave it to him. 

There were two members of the Board of Trustees of the college 
early in the twentieth cenrury about whom nothing has so far been 
said. So often, in the minutes of the board, Mr. John R . Pharr is com· 
mended for his hard work as treasurer over a long period of time. The 
other member is Dr. John W. Stagg, about whom Miss Harrell writes 
(R.H. p. 145): • 

The sainted Dr. John W. Stagg, Trustee of the Presbyterian Female 
College from 1896 until 1902 and pastor of the Second Presbyterian 
Cburch (now the Covenant Presbyterian Cburch), lived in the Cburch 
Manse adjacent to the campus. College receptions were held in his home 
and he was keenly intereseed in the faculty, the scudents, and all of the 
affairs of the College. It was his energy that provided the means of its 
(the College's) existence in the old building, and his faith that saw the 
possibility of the present (1903) noble edifice. He and Dr. A. J. Me· 
Kelway, editor of the PreJbyterian Standard, a weekly Cburch paper 
published in Cbarlotte, helped the seniors of 1903 with the prepublication 
work on their annual-the EdelweiH. Miss May Mclelland, of the Gass 
of 1903, states that Dr. Stagg and Dr. McKelway wrote the history of 
the college which appears in the Annual for that year. This was the first 



Queens College Yesterday 

Annual that was published. Regrettably, they did not document their 
writing, but doubtless they did serious investigation before they set pen 
to paper, for some of the early history of the college, as they set it down, has 
proved not only tempting but also verifiable. 

The '903 Edelweiss is dedicated to Dr. Stagg and Dr. Bridges. In 
referring to the new building on College Street, we find: 

It was his [Dr. Stagg's} foresight that secured for Charlotte the location 
of the projected [synodical} college .... From the first outline of the build· 
ing itself that was sketched on paper to the completion of the equipment 
with the great pipe organ, his mind has planned and his will carried out 
the plans to successful completion. We do not make light of the labors or 
sacrifices of others, but certainly this institution owes him a debt greater 
than to any other of its faithful friends, and we write this record that those 
who come after may read and may give honor to whom honor is due. 

Life at the College During the Early Years of This Century 

Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 44) writes of college affairs as follows : 

At the turn of the century two courses of study were offered: The 
Classical, leading to the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and the Literary, 
leading to the Bachelor of Literature .... The Classical course was so 
arranged that a young lady who had completed the work of the sophomore 
grade, if she had elected Greek for three years and a modern language 
for two years, would be able to enter any Northern college for women. A 
young lady who had completed the junior grade in the Literary course, 
if she had elected both French and German in her sophomore year, would 
be able to enter the Literary course in any Northern college for women. 

A third academic degree, that of Associate in Music, was offered for 
the session '903-1904. Dr. Charles Fisher, who had been awarded a de· 
gree in music at Trinity College, Toronto, Canada, after study in the Leeds 
Conservatory in England, was a Fellow of the Guild of Church Musicians 
in London, and ably qualified to direct a creditable program culminating 
in a degree from the Department of Music. 

Elective subjects were offered in the outline of work for the A. B. and 
B. L. degrees, bur no elective subjects were offered in the outline of the 
work for the Associate in Music degree. 

The above course of study does not sound much like a "finishing 



Education for Women in Charlotte 1891-1913 77 

school," a term sometimes used by uninformed members of the 
community. 

According to the Minutes of the Board of Trustees for June 13, 
1903, the relationship between the college and the Concord Presby
tety was dissolved in 1903. 

Miss Harrell (R. H . p. 45) continues: 

By 1908 a curriculum arrangement was set up that resembled ... 
the present.day offering of "majors" and "minors" ... however these words 
were not used. Page 22 of the catalog for the year 1908-1909 outlines: 
A-Modern language leading; B--Mathematics Leading; C-History 
Leading; D-&ience Leading (actually, this was not offered). The fol
lowing year another program, latin leading, was offered. What this really 
meant was that a student "doubled" (took two courses) in her "leading" 
subject. 

A new music director, Henry F. Anderson, came to the music de
partment in the fall of 1907 and the Bachelor of Music degree was insti
tuted, to be retained until sometime in the late twenties. 

The first mention of an athletic association at the college occurs in 
1908. Katherine Stuarr Cramer (who later married the President of Yale 
University, Dr. James R. Angell) of the Class of 1909 is named as presi
dent. But basket-ball teams had existed since the turn of the century. The 
varsity basket-ball team of 1911 had a man coach. Who paid him is not cer
tain, but he undoubtedly gave serious instruction, for his picture is in the 
Edelweiss for that year. Basket-ball and also tennis were enthusiastically 
supported by the students. Frequently yells were heard with a volume equal 
to that of the much later Queens College Stunt Nights. One yell at least 
was profane, .but it was shouted-all unconscious, as it were, of its shock
ing use of the college motto: 

Rah, Rah, Rah, Blue and Blue 
P.c., P.c., tried and true. 
Nisi Dominus est frustra. 
P.c., P.c., Rah, Rah, Rah. 

The faculty made a great contribution to the life of the student body 
and Miss Mary H. Porrer, Miss Mildred Watkins, Miss Mary D. Tyler, 
Miss Kate Armstrong, Henry F. Anderson and other members of the faculty 
were sterling characters of pleasing personality .... Lena Jones Wade 
was not just a beautiful woman; English lessons under her guidance were 
delightful hours. 
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The Presbyterian College for Women, 1910-1913 

The name of the college was changed to the Presbyterian College 
for Women in March of 1910 "in accordance with suggestions from 
alumnae." (This came from the Minutes of the Board of Trustees for 
that date.) 

Still quoting from Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 49) : 

The technique of maintaining srudent enrollmenr was not understood 
some forty years ago. [Most of Miss Harrell's history was written before 
the nineteen sixties.] The trustees of the Presbyterian College, as it was 
generally referred to, vaguely thought that travel alone rather than ef
ficienr management of files and office routine, of which they were un
conscious, would remedy the lack of patronage and be the magic means 
of obtaining a maximum enrollment. President Bridges had not the physi
cal strength of travel in the interest of the college, if the financial resources 
had been at hand to sustain such a program. 

Financial Difficulties 

By about this time it became obvious that the college was in financial 
difficulties, and in May 1910 Dr. Bridges requested the Executive 
Committee to aid him in borrowing $4,000 of which "$2,500 is needed 
to pay the teachers and the interest." (Minutes of Board of Trustees, 
May 1910) 

In June of 1910 financial affairs of the college had deteriorated 
and a committee from the Board of Trustees met with Dr. Bridges and 
Miss Lily Long "in regard to their future and respective positions." 
Dr. Bridges was "willing to do anything that would futcher the in
terests of the college" and it was agreed that, if a suitable president 
"who would devote the greater part of his time to soliciting patronage 
could be secured," Dr. Bridges would be willing to act as vice-president 
and attend to the business of college affairs and at the same time do 
some teaching "if necessary and expedient." (Minutes of Board of 
Trustees, June, 1910.) 

The office of dean was abolished and Miss Lily Long was requested 
to take the place of teacher of modern languages for the year 1910-
19II "at the same salary as she has been heretofore receiving." (Evi
dently Miss Lily Long did not do this because she retired in 1910.) 
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In his report of the finances and general condition of the college 
the following year (on December 30, 1910) Dr. Bridges refers to 
"the new Lady Principal" whose name was Mrs. Russell. (It was some 
time before I realized the "Mrs. Russell" was Mrs. Lucy Phillips Rus
sell who was housemother at the c~ house called "Russell Inn" in 
Chapel Hill when I was a student there.) 

In. Dr. Bridges' report he spoke of "the intense feeling among the 
friends of Miss Lily Long" and the fact that 

it had seemed important to certain members of the Board that every effort 
should be made to open with a full attendance, even at a sacrifice of rares. 
They put a canvasser in the field for parr of August, too late to do efficient 
work, yet he succeeded in securing several pupils, but at a rate that was 
far below cost. (Four pupils at a total reduction in rates of $320.) 

An Anecdote about Dr. Bridges 

In later years, one of his more mature students set down in print an 
anecdote about Dr. Bridges, which was reprinted in the December 9, 
1932 Queem Blues. Mrs. Curtis B. Johnson, whose first husband, Dr. 
A. A. McGeachy, was chairman of the Board of Trustees for many 
years, wrote: 

Dr. Bridges was for four years my teacher and friend and for many 
more years my neighbor and friend. It would give me great pleasure to 

paint a picture of him that would do justice to his meek yet mettlesome 
spirit, his sparkling sense of humor, and to the sterling qualities of his 
character . . .. It occurs to me that a little anecdote that always comes to 
mind when his name is mentioned, many serve to define his personality .. .. 

The Presbyterian Standard Publishing Company· was housed in the 
building that is now occupied by Montaldo's store. Dr. Bridges lived on 
College Street, as did my husband and I. We frequently joined each other 
in our walks to and from town, and on these occasions we had many heart 
to heart talks. One day Dr. McGeachy asked him if he ever received rude 
letters from his readers. His blue eyes sparkled as they always did when 
he was amused and he replied, "I suppose all editors and public speakers 
have had that experience." 

"What do you do about them?" asked my husband. "Do you reply 
to them?" 

• After Dr. Bridges left the college, he became editor of the Pf"8sbylsfflm 
Slandc,d. 
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"Yes," he answered, "I do. When I firsr read rhe letter I sir down and 
write a tart reply. I say everyrhing that occurs to me and rhen I put rhat 
letter in my desk drawer. Several days later I take it out and read it and 
enjoy my smartness and I return it to rhe drawer. My ire dies down, my 
sense of proportion returns, and eventually I write a courteous and digni
fied reply to the offender and post it to him, then I destroy the first letter." 

This anecdote illustrates rhe man's characrer. He was as full of spirit 
as David, yet as meek as Moses. He had learned the great lesson of life: 
self-control, self-restraint. And wirh the conscious sense of power that this 
learned lesson carried, he was able to forgive those that had wronged him 
and forget the injustices that were done to him. 

Dr. John L. Caldwell Becomes President of the 
Presbyterian College for Women in the Winter of 191 I 

On January 23, 19II, Dr. John Livy Caldwell of Pine Bluff, Arkan
sas, met with the Executive Committee and "the whole matter of the 
college and its needs and Dr. Caldwell's attirude toward the presi
dency were gone over. ... " At this meeting the presidency of the 
college was offered to Dr. Caldwell and a committee consisting of 
Mr. John Pharr and Mr. A. G. Brenizer was appointed to work with 
Dr. Caldwell in preparing a paper to be sent from the Board of Trustees 
to the Presbyterian Churches of Charlotte. Part of this communica
tion, as recorded in the Minutes of the Executive Committee for June 
23, 19II, reads: 

We have it in mind to inaugurate a new policy as respects the college, and 
inasmuch as rhis instirution must look to the Presbyterians of Charlotte 
almost exclusively for its financial support, we wish to take you into our 
confidence, and obtain your endorsement. Briefly, we purpose to com
pletely reorganize and rehabilitate rhe college and to spend more money 
and bave a better scbool-<lr, in otber words, to pay sucb salaries as will 
enable us to command rhe bigbest order of educational talents and wbile 
we raise tbe standard of scbolarsbip, also make rhe price of tuition to be 
commensurate wirh it. Wbile continuing to furnisb a school for all our 
Presbyterian girls, we wisb to be in a position to offer rhose who are willing 
and able to pay for it, tbe very beSt tbat money can buy .... We con
fidently believe, and expect, tbat under tbe new policy and administration, 
rhe college will very soon be in a more prosperous condition financially 
tban ever before, and tbat tbe necessity of constantly appealing to our 
people for financial assistance will be obviated. 
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Although Dr. Caldwell came to Queens from Arkansas, his "roots" 
were in Mecklenburg County. He was a descendant of a long line 
of ministers and educators who had been connecred with Sugar Creek 
Presbyterian Church and with Charlotte's First Presbyterian Church. 
If you will refer to the paragraph entitled "Early Education in Meck
lenburg County" in Chapter I, you will nOte that in 1767 the Reverend 
Alexander Craighead was the minister of Sugar Creek Presbyterian 
Church. Dr. Caldwell was a great-great-grandson of the Reverend 
Craighead and both his grandfather and his father had been pastors at 
this church. Mrs. Caldwell had been a very lovely Southern belle and 
at one time had been Queen of the Mardi Gras, yet she had made a 
good wife for a Presbyterian preacher. 

In March of 1911 it was announced that Dr. Bridges had accepted 
the professorship of philosophy and Bible "at a salary of $1,000 per 
annum and tuition of daughter." The June 21, 19II Minutes of the 
Board of Trustees states: "It was moved and ·carried that rates for 
special studies be the same as those charged by Elizabeth College." 
(Dr. Bridges had thought that every girl who wanted it should have 
an opportunity and had therefore kept "Presbyterian" rates lower than 
those of "Elizabeth.") 

In November of 1911 a committee was appointed "to take in hand 
the matter of raising a fund for the purpose of paying off the debt of 
the college and adequately endowing it." At this time (1911) the col
lege was $61,000 in debt. Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 49) says: 

With such a handicap, the vision of the newly chosen President, Dr. 
Caldwell, seems rather astonishing. He felt that with wider grounds and 
more working capital, the college would be improved, made attractive, and 
made self-sustaining. 

I thought that this, from a 1911 EdelweirJ, was interesting because 
it is so different from what one would find in a recent Coronet: 

The Triumvirate 
James R. Bridges, D. D., President IS99-19II 

Mrs. Lucy Phillips Russell, Dean 1910-

John 1. Caldwell, D. D., President 19II-

Presbyteriens Collegium est omnis divisa in partes cres, quarum unam 
regit Jimmie, aliam Mater Russell, tertiam, qui ipsi lingua Caldwell, nos
rca, Ma appellarue. 
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Decision to Have aNew Campus and aNew Name 

EARLY in February 1912, Mr. George Stephens, who was developing 
Myers Park and who had become a close friend of Dr. Caldwell, 

made an attractive offer to the college trustees. The Stephens Company 
would: 

... rake the present property on North College Street at one hundred 
thousand dollars . .. will deed to you as a site for the college the fifty acres 
in Myers Park selected by your committee ... will build up to the site a 
boulevard connecting the site with the city and provide paving of streets 
and sidewalks, curbing, water, sewer and gas mains . . .. The Mecklenburg 
Farms Company, whose property adjoins Myers Park will give you fifty 
acres . .. . Dr. W. H. Wakefield will donate a tract of twenty acres .. .. 
Mr. W. S. Pharr will donate fifteen acres .... Citizens representing proper
ry holders in the Myers Park section have subscribed approximately $8,000. 

On February 26,1912, officers of the various Presbyterian Church
es of Charlotte met with the college Board of Trustees and the propo
sition of the Stephens Company was unanimously accepted. The plan 
was to form a land company and sell off all but about twenty-five acres, 
thus obtaining money for buildings and an endowment. At this meet
ing the secretary was instructed to thank Mr. Latta, Mr. Miller, and 
Mr. Chatham for their liberal offers. Mr. E. D. Latta had offered land 
in Dilworth; Mr. Paul Chatham and the Chatham interests, land in 
the nottheastern part of the ciry; and Mr. R. M. Miller and the Miller
ton Home Corporation, land in the southwestern area. 

By late June 1912, "only 24 srudents had engaged rooms for the 
next session." 

On December 17, 1912, 

... it was agreed that the new buildings were not to cost less than $I 50,000 
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and that the date of taking the old college property on our option of sale 
at $roo,ooo would be January 15, 1915. 

On February 24, 19I3, the name of the college was changed to 
Queens Cpllege. According to Miss Harrell, there is in the college 
archives a public announcement that was sent to patrons of the school: 

Formerly the college was known as the Presbyterian College for 
Women. The name Queens College has been adopted chiefly for three 
reasons: (I) In response to the request of the Alumnae Association, to 
disarm prejudice, (2) In deference to the protest of other Presbyterian 
colleges which claim an equal right to the denominational name, (3) In 
commemoration of the name given by our Presbyterian forefathers to the 
college established by them in Charlotte in 1771. ... (R.H. p. 52) 

Given a choice, the seniors of 19I3 chose to have their diplomas 
engraved "Queens College," and so did the Class of 1914. The 19I3 
Edelweiu says, "Published by the students of Queens College, Suc
cessor to Presbyterian College." 

On May 6, 19I3, " ... the following petsons were elected to con
stitute a building committee: P. S. Gilchrist, George Stephens, Captain 
William Anderson, Dr. John 1. Caldwell, ex officio." 

In the Minutes of the Board of Trustees for December 22, 1913, 
there is an estimate of the cost for the proposed college buildings, the 
plans of which had been drawn by C. C. Hook, outstanding Charlotte 
architect, which reads as follows: 

Administtation Building 
Conservatory of Music 
Science Building 
Dormitory A 
DormitOry B 
Infirmary 
Pergolas or covered ways 
Steam Heating 

$ 40,000 
22,000 

22,500 

26,000 
26,000 
6,000 
5,000 

13,500 
Total $161,000 

In December of I913 the Queens College Land Company was 
authorized to sell stock, and mortgage bonds were issued to raise im
mediately sufficient funds to erect the college buildings. The covered 
walkways were eliminated and so was the infirmary; the contract was 
let to Blythe and Isenhour for construction of the buildings. 
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Building of the College in Myers Park, I9I3-I9I4 

Because there has been so much error in print about the exact date at 
which the college buildings in Myers Park were constructed and when 
the college moved into them, I am quoting from the Minutes of the 
Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees: 

April IO, I9I4 .. . possession of the old college be given to the Stephens 
Company in time for the opening of the High School September 7, I9I4 ... 
we reraining the right to use sufficient rooms for storage of furniture etc. 
until we are ready to move to Myers Park. 

From the above quotation, and ones in the preceding paragraphs, 
it can be seen that the college buildings in Myers Park were completed 
in I9I4 and the first year in which they were occupied was the aca· 
demic year I9I4-I915. If you want further proof, here is a college 
advertisement from the I914 Edelweiss: 

Will open September twenty-third. 
1914. in Ihe /lve new buildings 
ereCted in Myers' Park. 

With lears of tcnderneu we turn 
away from Ihe old building and 
campus on College street, yet thank
(ui for the noble work and happy 
days spe~1 therein. 

We bequeath the sacred pile to 
the Chnrloue High School with the 
c arnest hope that each and all of its 
students may emulate Ihc example 
set by us, oUI€tripping our record 
if they ca n. 

With bright hope in Our hearts 
we turn to our new home. to which 
we will wdcome all girls whose 
desire Bnd purpose is to become 
highly educated. queenly women. 

FOR CATALOC ADDRESS 

JOHN L. CALDWELL, A. M .. D. D .• P",id,nl 
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The College Street property was used as a city school when the 
college moved out of it. Later, it was remodeled and became the Col
lege Apartments and the Little Theater used the auditorium. The 
building was demolished in 1948 when the North Tryon Street Sears
Roebuck store was built and part of the Sears complex of stores oc
cupied the site . 

. The Myers Park Campus in the Early Years* 

When the ptesent Queens College campus was built, Myets Park 
looked very different from its appearance today. I realize that I am 
describing it from my own memories which actually start about five 
years later than 1913, although I do remember walking up a plank 
into the music building (now the Jernigan Student Center) when it 
was under construction. Many people in Charlotte wondered if the 
Presbyterians had not lost their minds to build the college so far 
away from town. 

Along Queens Road one would see an imposing house and several 
blocks farther on there was another one. The street car tracks ran 
down the middle of the park strip on Queens Road. Queens Road 
ended at the college although the street car ran through the woods on 
down to Horner's Military School which was built about this same 
time on the site of what is now the Myers Park Club. Here the street 
car would sit for about ten minutes and then the motorman would get 
out and reverse the trolley for the return trip. If we were waiting 
when the street car "went down," we would ride down with it. Street 
car tickets were four for twenry-five cents and transfers wete free. 

To give you an even better idea of how sparsely Myers Park was 
populated when the college was built-about 1920 there was a "Polo 
Field" near the campus and it was from this field that I took my first 
aeroplane ride--in an open cock-pit World War I plane with a stunt 
pilot who showed off for the benefit of the crowd gathered on the 
field. I remember that I had on a white satin skirt and a "ripply-tailed 
sweater" and it was all splattered with black grease. I was happy to 

• I came to Queens as a freshman in the fall of 191 8; so from here on until 
the present time, this history is as much mine as Miss Harrell's. I have used much 
of her material because I thought alumnae would like to read what Miss Harrell 
had written. I have also drawn heavily on student publications. alumnae records, 
scrap· books, and recollections of people who were there. 
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get back on the gcound alive and it is no wonder that even today I am 
not particularly fond of flying. 

There was a Myers Park Club at this time that was directly across 
the street from the college where the Myers Park Baptist Church is 
now. The only commercial building in Myers Park was a community 
store (referred to by students as the "little store") which was where 
the Myers Park Methodist Church now stands. There were imposing 
stone gates at the entrance to Myers Park and these were at the corner 
of Fourth Street and Hawthorne Lane where the two side sections still 
remain. Even now, there are few commercial buildings within the 
boundaries of the original Myers Park and there was a great hassle 
when the first apartment house was built on Queens Road. When it 
was first developed, Myers Park was outside the city and in September 
of 1919 it was granted a charter as a separate municipality. The idea 
of Myers Park as a separate town was given up in November 1924. In 
1928 the city limits were extended and Queens was then in the city. 

As early pictures of the college show, the five original buildings 
presented a stark appearance with few trees on the front campus and 
vety small shrubs. These five original buildings were the Administra
tion Building (now Burwell Hall) ; the Music Building (later the 
Ninniss Music Building) and, years later, after the building was 
gutted and entirely rebuilt within the original walls, it became the 
Jernigan Student Center. The Science Building (which became the 
Atkinson Science Building) was remodeled in 1948 and a wing added; 
then extensively remodeled in 1967 and its name changed to McEwen 
Hall; North Hall (later to become Lily Long Hall); and South Hall 
(which was later named Watkins Hall). 

In March 1917, Dr. Evans brought up "the matter of suitable 
quarters in the college buildings for the president and his family ... " 
and in July 1917, "The subject of building a house for the president 
was brought up . ... " This would indicate that the President's House 
was not built at the same time as the other buildings. 

For the benefit of alumnae of generations from 1914-1927 it 
might be interesting to recall the interior of these buildings as they 
originally were because they have undergone changes, many of which 
have taken place since the 1940'S. 

Beginning with Burwell Hall (it was named Burwell in 1920), 
elderly alumnae (don't we hate that word, but if we weren't elderly 
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we would be dead) will remember the Pi Delta and Gamma Sigma 
Society Halls with their wicker furniture. These literary societies had 
been organized in 1897 and they existed over a long period of years. 
All students belonged to one or the other of them and had to go 
through that horrible "initiation" which I am sure must have been 
patterned after the "hazing" that took place in some of the men's 
colleges at that time. 

Do you remember the library? It was in the room that now houses 
the busineSs office and it must have been an improvement over the 
library in the College Street building which Miss Harrell says con
sisted of 

those few books collected in the large room adjoining President Bridges' 
office .... This room had two deep shelves-ron which] there were placed 
about fifty books, among which was the four volume set of Garnett and 
Gosse's History of English Literature (now rebound) still in our library. 
(R.H. p. 126) 

I say "an improvement" because our library had four shelves along 
the walls. It was the only place that day students had in which to 
"hang out" so it was usually well filled during the day. In 192 I there 
were less than 1,000 books housed in this one room. 

An interview with Miss Harrell reported in the Queens Blues 
for October 15, 192 I, gives a pretty clear picture of our library of 
that day: 

... One morning my sense of the order and fitness of things became out
raged and I cut chapel to clear the old papers from the tables in the library. 
Thtoughout the day I appealed to the three sections of English I for volun
tary assistance. By 5 : 00 0' clock the library was a transformed room though 
the task was grimy. 

The Queens Blues for November 15, 1924, says: 

In the spring of 1923 one-fourth of Burwell Hall (I think it means one
fourth of the first floor] was given to the library for its home. The three 
rooms are well lighted, well heated, well ventilated, and have a seating 
capacity of 50 readers. The services of a full time, professionally trained 
librarian is (sic] employed and there are three assistants .... The head li
brarian boasts of having the best rypewriter in the building and a desk 
that is second in size only to Dr. Frazer's. The library now has 6,548 vol-
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urnes. [Miss Harrell says that she became part.time librarian in 1923 and 
full-time librarian in 1926.J 

Alumnae of generations after Morrison Hall was built in 1927 
will remember the new library which Miss Harrell describes as fol-
lows (R.H. p. 126): . 

President Fra2er worked tirelessly and gave generously of his own books 
... [the libraryJ had been moved upstairs [in Burwell HallJ to the very 
large room originally designed for this purpose, but used temporarily as a 
dining room before Morrison Hall was built .... 

It is interesting that Mrs. Otho Ross (1907) had, in the early 
1920'S, given the first $75 .00 that was ever given to the college for 
the Book Fund. (R.H. p. 126) Miss Harrell became full-time li
brarian in 1926 and when Dr. Frazer retired in 1939 there were 
16,191 volumes in the library. The Everett Library in 1978 had 
approximately 86,000 volumes. 

I remember four classrooms in Burwell Hall-there may have 
been a few more. 

About the memorial tablet that is in Burwell, Miss Harrell (R.H. 
p. 21) says : 

No one knows who drafted the memorial tablet in the entrance-way of 
Burwell Hall ... nor has any record been left as to who planned this 
memorial ... which has been handed down and moved from one campus 
to another. 

The memorial tablet reads: 

This Hall is Erected to the Glory of God 
It is Dedicated to the Memory of 

MARGARET ANNA BURWELL 

Wife Mother Educator 
The better part of her life was devoted to the building 
up of a school upon this spot from which her pupils 
went forth to bless many homes 

This institution will perpetuate her work and that of 
her successors in the cause of the Education of Women 

This marble tablet had come from the wall of the auditorium of the 
Presbyterian College. Since Burwell Hall was not named until 1920, 
I am not sure just when this tablet was put into its present location. 
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The oil portrait of Mrs. Burwell was presented in I948 by Mrs. 
Burwell's granddaughter, Mrs. Charles B. Miller and Mrs. Burwell's 
great-grandson, Charles B. Miller, Jr. 

The Queens Blues for December I8, I924 says: "Santa came early 
to Queens with a gift of a radio for Burwell Hall. This was given by 
Mr. F. M. Laxton and was presented by Dr. Luther Little." [For many 
years Dr. Luther Little spoke at the opening convocation of the 
college.] This was the first radio on the Queens campus and was the 
only one at that time. 

The Music Building: I should get someone like Agnes Lynn 
Buchanan or some other former student of early days who spent most 
of her time in this building to write about it because I only knew the 
chapel and the "Y-Store." Everyone on the campus knew the chapel, 
since during the years when Dr. Frazer was president, Saturday was 
the only day that we did not have to "go to Chapel." Faculry sat on 
the platform and when I became "faculry" in I924 (the youngest one 
of that group) I had to sit on the front row. How I envied Miss Olive 
Jones who sat on the back row next to the organ! Naturally, when 
Dr. Frazer was preaching, his back was toward the faculty and Dr. 
Ninniss would lay his head on the organ and catch a nap. According 
to Marie Wilkinson Brietz of the Class of I935, there was really a 
good reason for this because Dr. Ninniss had asthma so badly that he 
would often have to sit up all night. 

The Y-Store starred off in one of the tiny practice rooms in the 
music buiJding. Harry Bangle was the cookie salesman and Kizzie 
Oehler, who later became Mrs. Harry Bangle, "ran the store." Later 
on, after the Y-Hut was given by Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Moore in I925, 
the store moved down there. 

I remember how cold it was in the winter rime because there 
was no heat in the part of the building that was used for the srore. 
It was a long time before the Y-Store was allowed to sell Coca-Colas 
which at that time were referred to as "dopes." 

Before the days of air-conditioning, all of the windows were open 
when it was warm and the music building was a noisy place. Miss 
Elizabeth Starr's voice could be heard in the Science Building. 

In the present Student Center there is a plaque saying that the 
original music building was named for Dr. James R. Ninniss. There 
is a similar plaque in the E. H. Little Fine Arts Center. 

In the Science Building (for some reason it always went by this 
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name in spite of the fact that it was named Atkinson in 1924 at the 
same time that the music building was named Ninniss) there was a 
little bit of everything, including the heating plant and coal pile in 
the basement. The gym was upstairs and every time there was a bas
ketball game, the one lone analytical balance in the chemistry lab 
downstairs fell apart. At one end of the gym there was the art de
partment and at the other end there was domestic science which later 
became home economics. Across the front of the building on the first 
floor there was a large study hall where students were supposed to sit 
and study when they were not in class. A teacher was on duty to 
maintain order. In the summer of 1922 this large room was converted 
into two rooms with a small room between. This small room was first 
used as an office for the Queem Blues. 

Alumnae of the twenties and early thirties will remember the lec
ture room in the Science Building with the little biology lab on one 
side, the little chemistry lab on the other side, and the store-room 
which ran underneath the seats of the lecture room. The students who 
sat in the top row of seats could almost touch the ceiling if they stood 
up. Girls had a bad habit of walking on the seats to get to the upper
most row. Does anyone remember the time a girl's leg went through 
one of the seats and she was stuck until Uncle Ben came and got her 
out? But I am getting ahead of myself because this episode must have 
happened in the late twenties. 

There were two dormitories, then called North and South. I am 
not the one to describe the dormitories because I was a day student. 
But did you ever try to write a history and attempt to get alumnae to 
write what they remember? What I recall most about South Hall is 
that it always smelled like oranges. 

Atthe time that North (Long) and South (Watkins) dormitories 
were built it was unusual for a dormitory to be arranged in suites with 
a bath between each two rooms. Queens was so modern in those days 
that it is hard to realize that the following statement, which first ap
peared in the 1914-1915 catalog, stayed in the catalogs through the 
year 1921-1922: "The bathrooms render washstands and crockery 
unnecessary." 

Financial Difficulties 

From the Minutes of the Board of Trustees and the Minutes of the 
Executive Committee during the years 1913-1921, it is evident that 
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the college was plagued by money troubles over a long period. These 
financial worries had begun when the college was still on College 
Street; before the move was made to Myers Park the school was in 
debt to the extent of $61,000. We learn that in May of 1913 a 
Finance Committee was elected by the Board of Trustees for the pur
pose of raising $I 50,000. In passing, it is interesting to note that in 
19 1 3 there was no woman on the board and there had never been 
one in this position. 

From the Minutes of the Board of Trustees for March 1914, it 
would appear that the building of the new college had been begun with 
much faith and little money. Each member of the Finance Committee 
present at the meeting at that time agreed to furnish $1,000 with the 
understanding that it would be refunded "out of the first monies 
coming in." Evidently "the monies" referred to did not come in as 
quickly as had been hoped for because in September of that year we 
find the following paragraph: 

After a full discussion of the finances of the college building, it was the 
sense of the meeting that it was expedient to call the Elders and Deacons 
of the First and Second Presbyterian Churches together to devise ways and 
means of extricating the Building and Finance Committee from the dilem
ma in which they find themselves. Later-it was decided to postpone this 
meeting indefinitely. 

In March 1915 we read that a committee was appointed to "em
ploy a suitable agent to solicit funds and represent the college gen
erally" and in November of that year Dr. William E. McIlwaine 
was employed for that purpose. 

In February of 1916 Dr. Caldwell was requested to "turn over the 
management of the Educational Department to his assistants, and 
finances to the Finance Committee for a period of 60 days and visit 
the different seaions contemplated to get students." 

At this time the general plan of a financial campaign proposed by 
Dr. McIlwaine was adopted. Among the seven seaions in this plan 
we find: 

... In order to save this college for the City of Charlotte, for Mecklen
burg County, for the State of North Carolina, and the whole Southland, 
we respectfully and earnestly request the First and Second Presbyterian 
Churches of Charlotte to give the college $25,000 each. 
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(To alumnae of the thirties---doesn't that remind you of dear Dr. 
Sommerville and how he would pray for everybody and everything 
individually! ) 

In July of 1916, Dr. McIlwaine resigned. On August 10, 1916, 
Dr. Caldwell resigned and Dr. Bridges was asked "co open the college 
for the year and serve the institution temporarily as Chairman of the 
Faculty and Professor of Bible and Philosophy." Captain William An
derson, who had been a faithful trustee for many years, was elected 
treasurer and purchasing agent. 

The following sentence from the August 29, 1916 minutes gives 
a clear picture of financial conditions: 

The Treasurer reported condition of finances at this tirne-an overdraft 
of $26. 

Dr. Caldwell had come to Queens with a dream of making it into 
a college of high academic standards. The change in academic quali
fications of the faculty members was very noticeable during his shore 
tenure as president. The move to Myers Park was a bold one. The idea 
of selling off half of the donated land to pay for building the new col
lege was a good one and surely the location of the school on College 
Street had offered no room for growth. 

It was a hard road but Dr. Caldwell's dream for the college was 
finally realized some forty years later. 

The Short Presidency of Dr. Henry C. Evans 

In January of 1917 the presidency was accepted by the Reverend 
Henry C. Evans, D.D. The following excerpts from the "general prin
ciples concerning the duties which the Board will expect of the Presi
dent of the Institution" are interesting: 

First . .. supervise the Institution . .. shape the curriculum ... ; Second . .. 
nominate the faculty ... President is held responsible for the general char
acter and efficiency of the instruction given in the institution; Third . .. 
The President to manage the business of the College in a business-like 
way with the employment of such clerical help as may be necessary . .. ; 
and Fourth . .. lead in efforts for securing funds ... represent the general 
cause of Christian education for young women ... wherever opportunity 
is offered .... 
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In January I9I8, Dr. Evans resigned, his resignation to take 
place at the end of the school year. 

In March I9I8, a resolution was approved by the trustees and 
recommended to the Mecklenburg Presbytery: 

We recommend to Synod that Peace Institute and Queens College ... be 
consolidated into a Synodical College for Women at such place as shall 
offer beSt inducements .... 

Also in March 19I8: 

... Chairman of Synod's Educational Committee ... authorized the Trustees 
of Queens College to open that institution and run it for another year if 
they saw fit. 

In April I9I8, the Trustees met with 

a committee of the student body in regard to the opening of the College 
in the fall. The following students appeared: Mary Elizabeth Wearn, 
Elizabeth Brown, and Corinna Finley, who asked that if they raised the 
sum of $25,000 would the Trustees agree to open it. They were told that 
if $50,000 could be raised they would open the College. After some dis
cussion, the matter was left in abeyance pending the organization of a 
campaign to raise money. 

In May I9I8, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, that the grateful thanks of the Board of Trustees is due to those 
who have labored so faithfully during the past week for the salvation of 
the College, but especially to the young ladies of the College who with 
youthful courage and enthusiasm dared hope when others had despaired 
and undertook what others considered impossible. 

In June 1918, the following report of Synod's Special Commit
tee was put on record: 

... recommends that Queens College at Charlotte be chosen as the Synodi
cal College of this Synod provided the Mecklenburg Presbytery shall 
within a reasonable time present to the trustees of the Synod a good and 
sufficient tide in fee simple with warranty for the present campus of 25 
acres and a proper bill of sale for all the personal property of the College: 
all to be absolutely free of debt. 

Apparently, at this rime none of the college land had been sold 
because in the June 20, 1918 minutes we read: "Committee on Sale 
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of Land reported that an evaluation of $62,500 cash had been placed 
on 25 acres adjoining the College campus for prompt acceptance." 

In his "The Stuff of Which We Are Made" (Centennial Address 
published as a Queens College Bulletin for October 1956), Dr. Ed
win R. Walker refers to the years 1916-1921 as "a dark period in 
the history of the college." 

The Years 1918-192 I 

Miss Harrell in her history sums up these years well and for a few 
pages I shall give you her own words (R.H. p. 53) beginning with 
1918: 

Two fortunate things happened shortly: a wealthy patron of the 
college, who wished to remain anonymous and who shall certainly do so 
now, gave liberally of his funds; and, the Board of Trustees came wisely 
to the decision that a financier, regardless of his academic qualifications, 
was needed to be at the head of the institution. Luckily such a man was at 
hand and willing to put his shoulder to the wheel. "Captain" William An
detson, a quiet realistic, brief-spoken Scotsman, a member of the Second 
Presbyterian Church of Charlotte, had the grit to taclde a bad situation in 
the belief that he could do it well. Between two Red Cross drives in World 
War I, Mr. Anderson directed a campaign in Mecklenburg County which 
amounted to $ I 3,000. Furthermore, with nothing for security and scant 
good will at large, Queens College borrowed $50,000 from Barium Springs 
Orphanage in the spring of 1919. Strategically and sacrificially in Sep
tember 1919 Mr. Anderson sold in the name of the Queens College Land 
Company some 14 acres from the original plot of 50 acres . ... 

In the management of the school Mr. Anderson had the advice of 
such men as J. Arthur Henderson and J. W. McQung, both of whom 
had keen business sense. For the year 1919-1920, happily, the school 
operated with approximately 100 boarding students, instead of the 57 (in 
the previous year] and cleared $rr,ooo. Of course, no great miracle hap
pened overnight. Life was merely more comfortable; the food was excel
lent; and, what school work was undertaken was rather effective in spite of 
the lack of library and laboratory facilities. For the first time in several 
years, the students of 1920 published an Annual. The publication was im
portant, though the title, Wise and Otherwise, had neither the ambitious 
sound of The Edelweiss of former years, nor the significance of the present 
publication, called, appropriately, The Coronet. 
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I wonder why Miss Harrell completely ignored annuals called The 
Senior Book (1916); The Queens Blues (1917); The Queens Cot
lege Year Book (1918 and also 1919). Miss Harrell continues (R.H. 
p. 54) : 

With the full support of Dr. A. A. McGeachy who had been on the 
Board of Trustees since 1908, and had been its chairman since 19II,---1l 
post he held with honor until he was forced by ill health to resign in 1926" 
-the 1920 student leaders petitioned before the assembled faculty that 
they be allowed to inaugurate Student Government. They also asked 
formally that the Board of Trustees take steps to find a president for the 
college. During the three years that Captain Anderson was in charge his 
title had been "Registrar." 

I had always thought that Dr. Fra2er coined the phrase "Christian 
Women for Christian Homes" with which we lived for many years, 
but I now find that this motto first appeared in the 1918-1919 cata
log. Evidently Captain Anderson was responsible for it. Anyway, it 
lasted through the year 1939 and Miss Harrell said that "Christian 
Homes for Christian Women" would have been just as appropriate . 

• Dr. McGeachy's name continued to appear on the list of UUStees until his 
death in 1928 . 

• 













Queem College 1921-1930 101 

On December 4, 1925, the college was placed on the accredited 
list of the Southern Association, but full membership was not granted 
because Queens did not yet have sufficient endowment. (Full mem
bership did not come until 1932). When Dr. Frazer and Mr. Eddie 
J ones returned from Charleston, South Carolina, where the Southern 
Association meeting, was held, the senior class met them at the train. 
The entire faculty and student body welcomed them in Burwell Hall. 

In reading the Minutes of the Board of Trustees, it is interesting 
to notice how often a vote of thanks is extended to Dr. Frazer for "the 
splendid service he has rendered the college." In four years both the 
financial and academic affairs of the college had been greatly improved. 

In September 1926, the college opened with the largest enroll
ment to date: 162 boarders and 167 day and special students. During 
this year the total cost for an A.B. resident student was $430 and that 
for an A.B. non-resident student was $ 1 32. According to the Minutes 
of the Board of Trustees, Dr. Frazer said: 

The faculty payroll for the current session is necessarily higher than last 
year, inasmuch as we have been compelled to continue the raise at the sug
gestion of the Southern Association. The money outlay for teachers and 
officers of the institution for the current year will be $60,950 as over 
against $23,550 six years ago. 

" 
In November 1926, it was announced thar Mrs. Cameron Morri-

son would finance the building of a new dining room and dormitory. 
This was the first large structure to be added to the original five Myers 
Park buildings. When Morrison Hall was completed, the dining room 
upstairs in Burwell Hall became the library, and the former kitchen 
housed the sewing room of the home economics department for many 
years. 

The Years 1927-1930 

In the first of these years the property of the Westminster School for 
Boys in Rutherfordton, North Carolina was deeded to Queens by the 
Kings Mountain Presbytery. This school had had very meager re
sources but Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 58) says, "The beautiful walnut 
table used in Carson Hall as a dining room table came from the large 
study room at the Westminster School." This table is now (1979) in 
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History of Chicora College 

for Women, 1893-1930 

Founding of Chicora College for Young Ladies 
in Greenville, South Carolina (1893) * 

THE Presbyterian Female Seminaty opened in a rented residence on 
McBee Avenue in Greenville on September 30, 1893. The school 

was operated under the auspices of three Presbyterian Churches in 
Greenville. The Reverend]. F. McKinnon was its director until 1895. 
In this year an old colonial home called McBee's Lawn was purchased. 
The college moved into this building and Dr. S. R. Preston became 
president. 

In 1898 the institution failed and Dr. Preston reorganized the 
school as a private stock company with the name Chicora College for 
Young Ladies. The name Chicora came from an Indian tribe that in· 
habited coastal areas from Wilmington, North Carolina to Savannah, 
Georgia. The college grew in attendance, academic standards were 
raised, and a fine location on McBee Terrace was occupied. 

In 1906 Bethel, Enoree, and South Carolina Presbyteries paid 
$35,000 for Chicora. Dr. F. D. Jones in his History of the Presbyterian 
Church in SOttth Carolina Since 1850 states that "the entire purchase 
price was carried as an indebtedness, nothing having been paid in cash, 
and there was nothing in the treasury with which to begin operations 
of the school." 

In the fall of that same year the Synod of South Carolina, in con· 
junction with the Presbyterian Church in the United States, came to 
own Chicora College jointly. The Reverend Samuel C. Byrd, D.D. 
was elected president and his wife, Wilhelmina Crosby Byrd, was 

• Material in this chapter came from Miss Harrell's History. from Minutes 
of the Synod 0/ Soulh Carolina 1928- 1948, Chico,.a College Annuals, and recol
lections of Chicora alumnae. 
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eleered dean of women and professor of Bible. The college remained 
in Greenville until the fall of 1915. 

Founding of the College for Women in 
Columbia, Somh Carolina 

In 1890 a group of men, one of whom was the Reverend William R. 
Atkinson who was president of the Charlotte Female Institute at 
that time, had bought Hampton Hall in Columbia, South Carolina 
and had established the Presbyterian College for Women. 

Hampton Hall had had a distinguished history. It was an old 
Southern mansion which had been built in 1818. One of the greatest 
sculptors of the day, Hiram Powers, contributed to the beauty of the 
house the exquisite white marble mantel in the east drawing room and 
the old weather-beaten fountain in the garden. The estate had been 
purchased in the 1820'S by General Wade Hampton of Revolutionary 
War fame. After the General's death in 1835, his daughter Carolina 
Martha Hampton Preston lived there and the house became known as 
the Hampton-Preston house. 

The March 15, 1940 issue of The State Magazine printed this 
paragraph about the house: 

The history of the Hampton-Preston house is the history in miniature of 
the South, from the days shortly before the War of the Revolution down 
ro the present time; the white lights which have beat upon it and the dark 
shadows which have encompassed it are the lights and shadows through 
which the South has passed; the events which have crowded upon it are 
a panorama of wealth and culture and of lofty patriotism and high leader
ship and achievement, interspersed for a short period with corruption and 
debauchery under the ownership of a scala way governor. 

Miss Harrell says (R.H. p. 70) : 

Surrounding this Hall were exquisite gardens of some four acres which 
had been laid out and brought to perfection by the English landscape gar
dener John Waddel!. Alice Morse Earle's book, Old Times Gardens ( I 90 1 ) 
and Helen Ashe Hay's long article in the January 19IO issue of Country 
Life in America have preserved descriptions of the gardens which drew 
the naturalists Agassis, Audubon, Le Conte, and Bachman to Columbia. 
Here, lying in the heart of a city, were rare hedges of boxwood, shrubbery 
used most effectively, and trees from foreign countries.-...,ven Cedars of 
Lebanon. Flowers bloomed at every turn of pathways; it was an earthly 
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paradise, featuring a garden fountain by the American sculptor Hiram 
Powers (1805-1873). 

During the Civil War, General Sherman's men destroyed the 
Catholic Convent in Columbia. General Sherman did not approve of 
this and offered the Mother Superior of the Ursuline Nuns her choice 
of the remaining buildings in Columbia and the nuns moved into 
Hampton Hall. During Reconstruction in the 1870'S, the mansion was 
occupied by the Governor of South Carolina. 

About I874 the Ursuline Nuns re·inhabited the house and Mr. 
Atkinson's gtoup purchased the house and gardens from them. By 
I9I5, besides Hampton Hall there were Preston Hall which was built 
in the 1890'S by Dr. Atkinson; McClintoch Hall ereaed in I9I3, 
which contained the college dining room; Alumnae Hall, where the 
classrooms were located; and the Library and Art Hall. 

Dr. Atkinson had been president at the college from r89I to 1896 
when he had sold his interest. In r896 Dr. Robert P. Pell from New
berry, South Carolina was chosen president and when he resigned in 
1902 to become head of Converse College in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina, Miss Euphemia McClintoch, who had been lady principal 
since 1896, became president. Under her guidance the school be
came a college of high academic standing. 

In May I947, a special edition of the Queens College Bulletin 
honored the College for Women. An article, written by an alumna of 
that college read: 

Miss McClinroch was an outstanding educational figure in a day when 
women leaders were rare. Losing none of the charm of her womanhood, 
this vetsatile woman combined brilliance of mind and scholarship with 
unusual executive ability and business acumen. Impressive personal dig
nity, together with social grace designated her in any company "a great 
lady," the person of distinaion, the true sophisticate she was. She was 
ever a perfectionist, pouring out her strength and energy to bring her 
splendid dreams and great ambitions into realization. 

In 1910, under the guidance of Miss McCiintoch, the Presbyterian 
was dropped and the name of the school became the College for 
Women. She had formulated an ambitious plan for coordinating the 
College for Women with the University of South Carolina and the pres
ident of the University was a warm advocate of the plan. However, a 
technicality existed because the r890 stockholders of the South Caro-



Ch2pd in Ninniss Auditorium. This picture was made betwe::e::n ' 925-'938 be::cause:: Dr. 
Charles \V. Sommervi ll e:: can be:: seen in the lower right hand corner. 

Gym upst2irs in Science:: Building circa 1918. Those:: black stockings had to mee::t one's 
blue se::rge b loomers. This was the standard baskc::t·ball uniform of the:: first quarter of this 
ce::ntury. 



Lecture Room in Science Building before the fire: in the early 1930' S. Front row 
studelllS sometimes put their feet up on the railing. Once. ~·I r. \Verkellthin (of 
course the: students ca lled him Mr. Work-cm.thin) asked me to tell the gi rls to 
keep their feet on the floor so he could keep his mind on his business. 

Home Economics (Domestic Science) Kitchen circa 1920. Until Stultz Building 
was completed, the foods sec tion of home economics was loca ted on the second 
floor of the Science Bui lding. Elegant food was prepa red in th is simple and crowded 
kitchen. 

Many alumnae will recognize Ruth Herron in the center of this group. be. 
cause she W:1S on the st:t fT at the college for a num ber of yea rs. 



Dormitory Room circa 1920. North Hall (now Long) and South Hall 
(now \Vatkins) had identica l floor plans. Watkins, with remodeled 
interior, now houses the an department. 

The Library circa 1918. This space is now occupied by the business 
office. Miss Harrell was not at Queens when this picture was made. 
That might be Miss Essie Johnston silting in the corner. 

The: Back Campus circa 1922. I was walking along a dogwood 
path when this picture was made. 



Miss Sallie McLean, Dean 1921-1934. 
Allhough she is remembered as dean 
of students, in ea rlier years she was 
the only dean and deserves much rec· 
ognition for the strengthening of the 
academic program of the college in the 
1920'S and ea rl y 1930·s. 

\Villiam Henry Frazer, D.O., President 
1921- 1939. What he accomplished for 
Queens College in eighteen yea rs is un
believable. 



Archibald Alexander McGeachy, D.O., Board 
of Trustees tg08-t928. Dr. McGeachy was 
pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church and 
was chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
Queens fo r many years. 

E. E. Jones, Board of Trustees 1925-
'941. According to Dr. Frazer, Eddie 
Jones was " the cussin' l)lember of the 
Execu ti ve Comm ittee." 

McAlister Carson, Board of Trustees 1929-
1952, Acting president 1950-1951, Honorary 
Trustcc 1964-19iO. According to Dr. Frazer, 
McAl ister C.1rson was " the speaking mem· 
ber of the Executive Committee." 

Hunter MarshaU, Board of Trustees 1925-
1963. H onora ry T rustee 1964-1967. H e was 
"the praying member of the Executive 
COIl1I11 i nee." 



Alma Taylor Edwards, Queens College: 
1925-1943. She: started the: trad itional 
Boar's Head Dinner at Queens. 

Dr. Ethd Abernethy, Queens College 
1917- 1954. She is one of the few fac. 
ulty members hav ing :l. separate hi· 
ographica l sketch in this history. 

Mr. and Mrs. B. R. Frazer, Queens Col· 
lege, Janua ry 1922- 1939. Everyone ca lled 
them "Uncle Ben ;lIld Aunt Maggie." 



The V-Hut. This was a gifl (in 1925) frol11 Mr. nnd Mrs. C. E. Moore. 

The Senior Pergola. Buill by the 
students of the Class of 1923. 



Chi Omega Kappa Delta 

Phi Mu Alpha Delta Pi 

Alpha Gamma Delta Alpha Delta Theta 

The Original Sorority Houses. After the Alpha Del ta T heta hOllse was damaged by fire, ie 
was rebuile and became ';Miss Albright's House." 



San E. Morrison Hall. This building, which houses the college dining room. was built 
in 1927 :lOd was a gift from Mrs. Cameron Mo rrison. 

Mrs. Cameron Morrison 
Board of T rustees 1929-1940 



The libra ry upslairs in Burwell Hall c.irca 1930. When lhe libra ry was moved 10 

the second floor of Burwell, it appe:lred lost in the space fo rmerl y occupied by the 
dining room. Before it was moved from Burwel l in 1!)Go it had cxp:lllded to take 
up most of the second floor. 

The Barn 1930-1958. This was the scene of many a "movement in the gym" dur. 
ing the presidency of Dr. Frazer. In the late 1930'5, however. Queens students were 
allowed to attend danccs given in Cha rlotte. I well remember my alllazement when 
Joe McEwen and I were asked to chaperone a dance at lhe HOlel Charlotte and 
were mid (hm lVe could dance. (Honestly, I go back to the clays when a Queens 
faculty member did flot dance, or play bridge, or ride in an automobile on the 
Sabbath day.) 



Chicor.l at Greenville, S.C., 1893-1915. This was the last building occupied by Chicora Col· 
lege before it was moved to Columbia, S.C. 

Samuel C. Byrd, D.O. 
President Chicora College 19Q6-1930 

President Emeritus 
Queens.Chicora College 1930-1941 

Mrs. Wilhelmina Crosby Byrd 
Teacher of Bible 



Hampton Hall, Columbia, South Carolina. 
This was the main bui lding on the cam· 
pus of the Co llege for Women. When the 
College fo r Women closed, the campus re· 
"erted to the Presbytcrian Church; and in 
the fall of 1915 it became the home of 
Chicora College which was moved from 
Grcenville to Columbia. This house has 
now been restored by the South Carol ina 
Histori ca l Prcscrv;ltion Commission and is 
known as the Hamplon.Preston House. 

Chicora Gardens. 

The Hiram Powers fountain in the Chicora gardens. 



Dr. Elizabeth Blai r, Queens Col
lege 1928-1935. Academic Dean 
of Queens fo r fou r years until 
her dea th in January of 1935. 

Blai.r Union. After the death of Dr. Blai r, the recently conSlructed Day Student Building 
was named as a memoria l to her. This bui lding is now used for Ea rl y Childhood Educa
tion. 



Hunter B. Blakdy, 0 .0 . 
President 1939-1950 

Diana. In 1940 this sculptu re, The 
Young Diana. w:u given to Queens 
by its creator, Mrs. Anna Hyatt 
Huntington. 



Gordon W . SW~(t 
Queens Coll eg~ Music Dep:lrtll1cnt 1940-1958 

Dean of the College 1949-1958 

James M. Godard 
Dean of InstruClion 1936--1949 

Thdma Albright, Associate Professor Emer. 
itus of English. ·T .A." is known as the "most 
retiring person on the campu s" because she is 
still around e\'cn though the las t of her many 
re ti rements was fili al. She retires from one 
thing and comes back as something else. She 
has been honored by receiving the Algernon 
Sydnc)' Sulli \,:1Il Award and an honorary 
Doctor of Humaniti es degree from the col. 
lege. In between retirements she gives book 
reviews to many clubs, and in the spring of 
' 9il she was honored by the faculty at a 
"Roast." She is an honorary alumna of 
Queens. Albright Residence Hall is named 
for her. 



J. W. Thomson, Jr., Treasurer ' 943-
1 95~. Assistant to the president. '952-
'954. H e was particularly interested 
in getting scholarships for students ; 
and his good business management 
was a gre;lt help to the college, es
pecially when Queens did not have a 
president. 

Miss Loma Squires, Dietitian '939-
' 954. Beloved by alumnae, faculty, 
and slUdents. 

Party in front of Burwdl H all fireplace. This piclure was made in the mid· 
1930'S. How do I know ? Dr. Dorisse Howe and Dr. Sommerville arc both 
shown in the piclUre. Shc carne in 1934 and Dr. Sommcn·illc died in ' 938 
which brackets this picture within these dates. 
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lina Institute for Young Ladies, which had been rechartered as the Pres
byterian College for Women in I89I, had stipulated that should the 
college ever cease to function, the proceeds must revert to the control 
of the Presbyterian Church. Thus, when a clear title was not available, 
the South Carolina Legislature, after long debate, rejected any plan for 
union and the College for Women closed. 

The property of the College for Women reverted to the Presby
terian Church on February 9, I9 I 5. It was soon offered to and ac
cepted by the trustees of Chicora. 

Chicora College for Women in Columbia, 
South Carolina (I9I5) 

In the fall of I9I5 Chicora was moved from Greenville to Columbia 
into the college property formerly occupied by the College for Women. 
During the period in which Chicora functioned in Columbia (I9 I 5-
(930) , its academic and literaty standards were maintained and ad
vanced. The college was on the four-year-non-member list of the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools because it did 
not have adequate endowment funds to meet the requirements of this 
accrediting agency. 

The story of the financial difficulties of Chicora College for Women 
in Columbia, as obtained from the Minutes of the Synod of South 
Carolina 1928-I930' reads as follows : 

A Committee to Study the Relation of Synod to Education reported that 
"our educational load is altogether too heavy for the Synod's carrying 
power, particularly when the aspirations and needs of Chicora College are 
added." 

Among the recommendations made by this committee we find: 

... that this Permanent Committee study the possibilities of the future 
of Chicora College as to: (a) The permanent site of the college; (b) The 
liquidation of all assets not needed in its work; (c) The payment of exist
ing debts; (d) The possibility of bringing Chicora to the status of a stan
dard college; and (e) Whether the present constituency is sufficient to 
support a standard college for women .... 

I suppose what is meant by "the aspirations" of Chicora can be 
seen by quoting this paragraph: 
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Chicora College, of which Dr. Samuel Craig Byrd was president, in spite 
of recent financial difficulty, had beautiful plans for expansion. The col
lege planned to move from its down-town location out to the newly 
developed Wales Garden section in southeast Columbia. This would give 
better room to expand and private facilities much more suitable for a col
lege for women. To do this the Board of Trustees proposed the issuing of 
bonds to secure $250,000. As the Synod met in 1929, these plans were 
presented to Synod and were adopted .... 

This action should indicate that the Synod shared the confidence and 
hopes of the Trustees of Chicora College, and that gteat things wete 
expected for Chicora's development in the Columbia area. 

In 1929 the ownership of Chicora was transferred from the Pres
byteries of Bethel, Charleston, Congaree, Piedmont, and South Caro
lina to the Synod of South Carolina. 

The Merging of Chicora College for Women 
with Queens College 

In March 1930, the Synod's Permanent Committee on Christian Edu
cation recommended that Chicora be consolidated with Queens College 
"at the close of the present session." 

Thus, Queens-Chicora college came under the control of the Pres
byteries of Mecklenburg, Kings Mountain, and Granville of the 
Synod of North Carolina; and the Synod of South Carolina. 

I was interested in the statement that "for the time being, the 
name of Queens-Chicora shall be adopted, and the new Board of T rus
tees, as provided for in this agreement, shall be vested with authority, 
if in their discretion they deem it advisable, to change the name of the 
institution taking into consideration the goodwill and heritage of the 
affiliated colleges." I was glad to see this because I had always felt that 
perhaps Chicora alumnae were hurt when Chicora was dropped from 
the name in 1939. Actually, it was the Synod of South Carolina that 
requested that the Board of Trustees drop the hyphenated name of 
Queens-Chicora. 

Queens-Chicora got the support of the Synod of South Carolina 
and the alumnae records of both Chicora College for Women and the 
College for Women (at Columbia). Dr. and Mrs. Byrd, Mrs. Emma 
Hill Lyon, Miss Ida M. Patrick, and Miss Mary Guy joined the Queens 
faculty and staff at the time of the merger. Queens assumed none of 
the debts of Chicora. 
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. I remember that we did get some physics apparatus but the truck 
that was bringing it to Charlotte was in a wreck and the apparatus 
arrived in bad shape. The only individual piece that I remember was 
a static eleq:ricity machine and that was broken. We also got library 
books and some book shelves. 

The motto from the Chicora College seal, Non ministrari sed min
istrare (Not to be served but to serve) was transferred to the Queens 
College seal replacing the Nisi Dominus Irustra on the original seal 
from 1899-1930. 

All student records of both Chicora and College for Women are 
now at Queens College. 

Chicora Reunion and Dedication of the Chicora Parlor 
at Queens, April 30 and May I, 1975 

At this time lifty-one Chicora alumnae, representing thirteen different 
classes and live different states, came to Queens for "Chicora Days." 
The program began at 3:30 p.m. on Wednesday and lasted through 
lunch on Thursday. Many former students of Chicora who could not 
come sent messages. 

On Wednesday there was a "sherry hour" followed by a dinner at 
which Thel~a Albright was the speaker. This evening was described 
as "an evening of Chicora tales, Chicora tunes, and Chicora talent." 

On Thursday, after a coffee hour at which the hostesses were 
Queens alumnae of the 1920'S, there was a visit to the Everett Libraty 
to see a special display of Chicoriana. This was followed by the dedi
cation of Chicora Parlor, a ceremony naming a portion of Queens 
College in honor of Chicora College. Maty Cartledge Muse of the 
Class of 1925 spoke on "Our Chicora Heritage" and Dr. Alfred 
Canon, who was president of Queens at this time said: 

It is with particular pleasure that we dedicate Chicora Parlor as a perma
nent, tangible tribute to your Alma Mater. Queens is proud of her fine 
Chicora heritage and we shall continue to strive to always make you proud 
of Queens. Chicora Parlor is yours to use and enjoy .... 

Some Recollections of Chicora Alumnae 

Several recalled Mrs. Byrd's Bible Class from which there was no exit 
unless one memorized the Kings of Israel. (We did that at Queens, 
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too: Jereboam, Nadab, Basha, Elah, Zimri, Omri, Ahab, Ahaziah, 
Jehoram, Jehu, Jehoash ... etc. I think that Dr. Sommerville once told 
me that I had mixed a few Kings of Judah into this list but that is the 
way I have remembered it since 1918.) But to get back to Mrs. Byrd, 
wife of the president of Chicora and an unyielding rule-maker, she 
decreed that on Sunday students were either in church or in the in
firmary, and if it looked the least bit like rain each student had to carry 
an umbrella. One time Mrs. Byrd came to class to be greeted by giggles. 
She had forgotten her skirt and was attired only in her blouse and 
petticoat. She kept her poise and the fact that she had no skirt did not 
keep her from finishing the class. 

Another alumna recalled Professor Earnhardt whom she respected 
and for whom she carried "a scorching secret crush." He had a scar on 
his face and she dreamed about how romantically he must have gotten 
it. She was devastated when she learned that it was the result of a fight. 

A Queens-Chicora alumna, Claudia McChesney Stallworth (1934), 
remembers the week-end when "we, the Chicora girls, visited Queens. 
Dr. and Mrs. Byrd marched us down the street for a few blocks in 
Columbia and we boarded a train in the middle of an open field and 
went on to Charlotte to be gloriously entertained by the Queens girls." 

One of the professors best known to alumnae was Dr. H. H. Bella
man who came to Chicora as dean of music and later became dean of 
fine arts. Dr. Bellaman achieved a national reputation as an educator 
and author. Best known among his writings is the novel, Kings Row, 
which was also made into a motion picture." 

The Liqtlidation of Chicora College for Women in Columbia 

The following account is taken from material sent to me by the Rev
erend Arthur M. Martin (father of Dr. Joseph B. Martin, Vice-Presi
dent for Development and College Relations and Associate Professor 
of English at Queens at the present time, 1979) along with the Min
utes of the Synod of South Carolina: 

The liquidation of Chicora College in Columbia thus lay like an albatross 
on the neck of the Synod of South Carolina for twenty years. . . . The 
situation began with a serious study of the Presbyterian Church and its 

• Queens College Bulletin, November, 1956. 



Chicora College for Women 1893-1930 III 

relation to higher education ... this raised the question of the continuance 
of Chicora. 

The very next year the Synod endorsed the bond issue of $250,000 
raised by the Trustees of Chicora College. Six months later the Synod was 
called into a special Called Meeting to vote to combine Chicora with 
Queens College in Charlotte, North Carolina. At that time the assets 
exceeded the liabilities by $79,014.06. Evidently the Synod felt tl,at the 
properties of old Chicora on Blanding Street and the new properties in east 
Columbia were good investments, which would evenrually provide sub
stantial funds to be turned over to the new Queens-Chicora College in 
Charlotte. 

Then came the Depression . 

. . . By 1932 the excess of assets over liabilities had dropped by over 
$ 15,000. Synod now had set up a separate corporation to hold for the 
Synod and possibly sell the Chicora properties if and when advisable 
and possible. This was called the Board of Trustees of Chicora College, 
Incorporated. 

In 1933 the Bank Holiday ... closed all the banks ... wiping out the 
excess of assets over liabilities and creating an excess of liabilities over 
assets of $145,745.14 .... 

In 1935 the new property ... was sold by professional auctioneers and 
netted $107,715 after $19,980 was paid out for the expense of the auction. 
However, this did result in reducing the excess of liabilities by almost 
$9,000 . 

. . . the Synod met ... and voted to incorporate as the Presbyterian 
Synod of South Carolina, and so protect individual members from law 
suits resulting from actions of the Synod . ... 

. . . By 1942 the state ofthe bonded indebtedness totalled $153,863.77. 

Finally, "no doubt due to the economic conditions of World War II," 
by 1948 Chicora's debt was paid in full. 

The last paragraph in what is evidently a summary of the minutes 
I shall quote in full: 

With the report of the payment of the last debt of Chicora College, the 
good name of the Presbyterian Church in South Carolina was cleared. 
The dire and discouraging circumstances under which this heavy burden 
had been lifted, gave the members of the Synod renewed confidence in 
the promises and grace of God bestowed upon them as a true church of 
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His. It was as though an exceedingly hard fought battle had been won 
and the victory song of thanksgiving was sung. 

The Final Fate of the Hampton-Preston House 

It is interesting to know what happened to the beautiful old house 
that was a part of the College for Women and of Chicora College. 

In 1936 the house was sold and the City of Columbia failed in an 
effort to raise $ 7 0 ,000 to keep the gardens. The house became a board
ing house, the formal plantings were destroyed, and the beautiful 
gardens became a parking lot. However, in 1965 the Hampton-Pres
ton house was bought by the Historical Preservation Commission of 
South Carolina. It is now part of a State Museum and the fountains 
by Hiram Powers were repaired or replaced. 
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Queens - Chicora College 

1930 - 1939 

The Depression Years 

FOR many years money problems had beset Queens but the Great 
Depression was yet to come, following the crash of 1929. The 

year 1932 is generally thought of as being "the depths of the depres
sion." Money had also been a problem for Chicora, as it was for almost 
everybody and everything in those years. 

Dr. Frazer was determined not only to raise academic standards 
but also to get the institution out of debt. The fact that he managed 
to keep the college afloat during the next seven years is almost un
believable. At this time the Executive Committee of the Board of 
Trustees was made up of McAlister Carson, E. E. Jones, and Hunter 
Marshall who stood solidly behind Dr. Frazer in his efforts to cut ex
penditures so that the institution could pay its own way without going 
further into debt. (According to Dr. Frazer, McAlister Carson was 
the speaking member, Hunter Marshall was the praying member, and 
Eddie Jones was the "cussin" member of this committee.) There was 
also a faculry that went along with salary cuts (and even carrying 
building and loan shares made payable to the college) without an 
undue amount of grumbling. 

A good example of the way the college "made do" with very little 
during the depression is shown by the fact that a desperately needed 
gymnasium was built by the men of Dr. Frazer's Mallard Creek Pres
byterian Church Bible Class. This was needed so that the space taken 
up by the gymnasium on the second floor of the Science Building could 
be used for chemistry and biology laboratories, and also because a 
gymnasium building was required for membership in the Southern 
Association. "The Barn" built by the men in 1930 was used for physical 
education until the present building was constructed in 1954. The 
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fact that the Barn was completely inadequate for its purpose did not 
prevent the students from staging beautiful water shows using the 
pool of the Charlotte Y.W.CA. on East Trade Street. ' 

In the twenties the science department had been desperately in 
'need of room for expansion. The one chemistry laboratory, which 
alumnae of I945-I965 will remember as the biochemistry lab, was 
not only much too small but it was directly over the heating plant and 
was quite the dirtiest place (from coal smoke) that was ever inhabited. 
The one lirtle laboratory on the other side of the lecture room was not 
only used for biology but on two afternoons a week it doubled as an 
extra organic laboratory. I ran back and forth between these two 
rooms through the storeroom that occupied the space under the slop
ing seats of the lecture room. The study hall across the front of the 
first floor of the building had already been converted into two class 
rooms (one of which doubled as a laboratory for physics) and the 
corner of the hall between these two rooms was a most inadequate bac
teriology laboratory which had to use alcohol lamps because there was 
no water or gas in the room, (That did not keep us from growing the 
very same pathogenic organisms that were used in bacteriology in the 
Medical School at Chapel HiIl-I know because I taught bacteriology 
at Queens for about five years and I studied bacteriology in the medical 
school at Chapel Hill.) 

From the above paragraph, you can see how wonderful ir was for 
us to get the big gymnasium space upstairs which, with a partition 
down the middle, became biology and chemistry laboratories. Of 
course the chemistry storeroom was in the basement but running up 
and down all those stairs was good exercise and I had no weight prob-
lem in those days. 

Alumnae of the early thirties will remember that science lecture 
room which has already been described in Chapter 6. There was 
great rejoicing when it caught on fire and burned up one evening after 
supper. I remember that Adelaide Kuester (I93 I) and Billie Erwin 
(I93 I) were not fond of chemistry and they called me up at home 
saying, "Come quick. The chemistry building is burning up. Isn't that 
wonderful!" It really was "wonderful" because only that horrible 
lecture room was burned out and the college insurance paid for build
ing it back with a level floor. 

When the new laboratories were completed upstairs, all furniture 
had been built by our maintenance men under the supervision of 
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"Uncle Ben" Frazer. This furniture was sturdily built and I still have 
one of the stools from the biology lab at my house. 

When the gymnasium had been upstairs in the Science Building, 
very elegant marble shower baths were in the basement and when 
physical education was moved to the Bam these shower staUs were 
used by the physics students. I am sure that ours was the only "physics 
lab" in the world that had marble walls. 

I didn't mean to go ovetboard on the Science Building but I used 
this as an example of the way that every department got along weU 
with very little in those days. The shelves in the first psychology lab
oratory (which was a classroom) were built with Dr. Abernethy'S 
father's "tithe money." After writing this history I can better under
stand why, when I would take the annual order for apparatus and 
chemicals over to Dr. Frazer for his O.K., he would storm at me, 
"Young Woman! You are trying to bankrupt this institution." (I am 
real sorry now that I always made the order out for twice as much as 
we had to have because I knew that I would be told to cut it in half. 
Dr. Minnie Almira Graham, head of the department, didn't like to 
make out orders so I always did it.) 

No mention of the Science Building would be complete without 
saying something about Sarah Nooe who came to Queens in 1934 
and retired in 1965 just before the Walker Science Building was built. 
Her love was botany and for many years she supervised aU of the 
planting of Bowers and shrubbery. The path from the Diana Court
yard down toward the Bam was so beautiful that one year it was on the 
Charlotte Garden Tour. With the large cameUias next to Morrison 
(Mrs. Rosa Mercer had rooted the biggest one in a sweet potato) and 
the creeping phlox on the stone waU, and with roses in the back
ground, on the side next to Watkins, this path was a gorgeous sight 
in the spring. 

At commencement of 1976 the coUege honored Miss Nooe by 
conferring upon her an honorary Doctor of Science degree. Alumnae 
wil1 remember most vividly her appearances at Faculty Stunt Night 
or the fact that she was a member of the famed TNT group (Til1ett
Nooe-Taylor) of faculty that were supposed to be so demanding. 

My best story on Sarah Nooe is one that occurred after her retire
ment to Statesvil1e where she and her sister Katherine live in the 
family home. These two have been described by Charles Hadley (of 
the present Queens faculty) as "lovable eccentrics." Here is the story: 
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Sarah is a good Baptist and goes to church every Sunday. She and her 
sister make rose petal wine every year which they give to their friends 
at Christmas although they don't drink it themselves. On the way to 
church one Sunday morning Sarah passed by a little park where she 
saw several discarded pint whiskey bottles. She needed them for the 
rose petal wine and she couldn' t take them to church with her so she 
carefully hid them under a bush. When the straightened up there 
stood a policeman who said, "Miss Sarah, what are you doing?" Miss 
Nooe thought fast and replied that she was on the Mayor's beautifi
cation committee and was getting "those things" out of sight. 

Queens Attains One of Its Obiectives in the Thirties 

In November of 193 I Mrs. Cameron Morrison was added to the Board 
of Trustees; now there were two women on the board. 

The financial picture at this time can be seen by quoting from the 
president's yearly report in the spring of 1932: 

Your President is very much chagrined over the fact that quite a number 
of students were forced to leave the Institution on account of lack of 
funds. This was because of a rule that students whose payments were thirty 
days overdue could not continue. As a consequence, collections have been 
better than ever before. 

Dr. Frazer had been working hard to get Queens into the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. In May of 1932 all 
conditions had been met but, "because of the failure to receive the full 
$ro,ooo benevolence money from the Synods of North and South 
Carolina," the institution was placed on probation for membership at 
the next meeting. An effort to raise about $5 ,00 0 ftom the Presby
terian Churches of the area was hard going. (I remember tha\ about 
this time some good church member remarked that, "Queens, like the 
poor, is always with us.") 

Again qUOting from Dr. Frazer's report: 

A cut of 20 % in all faculty salaries not fixed by the Southern Association 
Was made for the coming year. Although this 20% cut applied to ad
ministrative officers, salaries of Heads of Departments were fixed by the 
Southern Association. [Therefore, department heads were paid in two 
checks, one of which they endorsed and handed back.] This cut in salaries 
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amounted to a saving of about $6,000. Every possible effort was being made 
to economize. 

Glory be! On December 6, 1932, Queens-Chicora was admitted into 
full membership in the Southern Association. The necessary endow
ment money had been obtained from small gifts and wise management. 
Mr. Eddie Jones of the Executive Committee was treasurer of the 
Endowment Fund and deserves much credit. Miss Harrell describes 
his work in this way: "Working quietly at enhancing the endowment 
through trading securities to an advantage, he has been said to have 
made some $250,000 for the college." 

It is interesting to note at this time (1932) that the following 
sentence appears in the Minutes of the Board of Trustees, "It was 
moved and carried that Dr. Frazer be inaugurated as President of the 
College as early as it might seem advisable." 

Dr. Frazer was never inaugurated because he felt that this would 
be an unnecessary expense and Queens College must get out of debt. 

On May 29, 1933, Dr. Frazer reports, "Synod was supposed to 
come up with $ 10,000 and only came up with a little less than $3,000. 

Last year there was a 20 % salary cut from President to Janitor. This 
year, after complete audit, teachers will be notified what reduaion 
will be required." 

He also recommended that the departments of arc, music, and 
expression be s~parated from the college and organized into a Con
servatory of Fine Arts. (To anyone who has been on the Queens 
campus over a long period of time it is interesting to see how many 
"new ideas" recur in cycles.) 

In the summer of 1933 a building for the day students was com
pleted. This had been considered necessary because at that time there 
were as many day students as boarders, and there was no place for 
them to go between classes except the library and the college parlors. 
This was also true for faculry members who did not live on the cam
pus. Their "office" was their brief-case and between classes there was 
no place that they could call their own. Finally, a small room upstairs 
in Butwell near the library was fixed up as a faculty lounge for women 
faculry and staff. 

In the year 1933-1934 Dr. Elizabeth Blair was dean of instruc
tion and Miss Sallie Mclean was dean of students. During her short 
tenure as dean, Dr. Blair established a notably fine curriculum and in-
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sisted on high academic standards. She was particularly interested in 
the nursing education program of the college in cooperation with the 
Presbyterian Hospital. Professional and pre-professional courses were 
added to the curriculum which contained pre-medical courses, labora
tory technology, secretarial administration, home economics, and 
teaching training. (Pre-social training was added to this group m 
1941.) 

In May of 1934 the president reported that: 

The secretary to the President-Emeritus will not return for the reason that 
the financial condition demands that we curtail expenses. [It was in the 
original agreement with Chicora that Dr. and Mrs. Byrd would be pto
vided fat until they wished to retire.} If we should find that there will not 
be a balanced budget, the salaries of the teachers will again be cut so as to 
make possible a balanced budget. 

Financial condition at this time-surplus of $160.15. 
This, from the Queens Blues for March 22, 1934, is hard to be

lieve. A well-known scientist who had been engaged in television re
search for the past ten years was speaking to Phi Beta Chi [the science 
club} on the subject "Electrical Transmission of Pictures and Tele
vision." I quote: 

Dr. 0--- stated that it was uncertain whether or not television would 
ever be used in the home, because, although experiments in the laboratory 
have been very successful, television is not practical outside the labotatoty 
because of the gteat expense of the apparatus. 

The Difficult Year of 1934-1935 

Miss Sallie Mclean had retired at the end of the academic year 1933-
34 and the following year found Miss Alma Edwards acting as dean 
of students in addition to her teaching duties. 

On January 28, 1935, after having been dean for only four years 
(although she had been on the faculty since 1928 and had also been 
at Queens for one year some years previous to this time) Dr. Eliza
beth Blair died. How well I remember her funeral at the First Pres
byterian Church! The entire faculty followed the casket down the aisle 
while the organ was playing Chopin's Funeral March. I cried all the 
way home. 
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Of Dr. Blair, Dr. Frazer wrote: 

. Her services during this critical period of the institution were in
valuable and her relation to the student body was one in which she en
deared herself to every member thereof . ... We have carried on through 
the kindness of Dr. Abernethy. 

It was Dr. Frazer who recommended that the Day Student Build
ing be named the Elizabeth Blair Memorial Union. [At the present 
time, 1979, Blair Union is being used for early childhood education 
classes.] In Burwell Hall there is an oil painting of Dr. Elizabeth 
Blair, presented to the college by the Blair family. There is also an 
Elizabeth Blair Memorial Scholarship. 

Miss Sallie Mclean did not have long to enjoy her retirement 
(1934). She died in Vicksburg, Mississippi on May 20,1935. In the 
Minutes of the Board of Trustees we find: 

On the morning of May 20, '935, from a hospital bed in the city of Vicks
burg, Mississippi, the spirit of fotmer Dean Mclean winged its Hight to 
the realms of eternal glory. For, 3 years Miss McLean, as Dean of Instruc
tion and Dean of Women, gave herself unselfishly and most efficiently to 
the services of this institution. Coming to the institution in 1921, with the 
management that was then taking charge with the idea of recasting the 
whole plan of the college, Miss Mclean gave herself unreservedly and 
unselfishly to this great task, and for '3 years she poured out her life in 
the service of this institution. To no one belongs greater credit for the 
development of Queens-Chicora College from a low B grade institution 
to a thoroughly organized and accredited institution than to Dean Sallie 
Mclean .... 

An oil portrait of Miss Sallie McLean, a fiftieth anniversary gift of 
the Class of 1927, hangs in Burwell Hall. 

A quotation from Miss Harrell's History (R.H. p. 6o) fits in well 
at this point: 

The effects of the nation-wide depression of 1932 were still forcibly seen 
and felt in educational circles. It should be recorded that the courageous, 
indomitable spirit of Mr. Hunter Marshall, a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Trustees, was the inspiring force that sustained 
President Frazer and the faculty in the trying spring of '935. Mr. Marshall 
is a quiet man. He was not conscious that his slogan of "Advertise abroad 
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and work at home" was indicative of a dramatic spirit similar to that of 
great leaders in a crisis. He refused to be discouraged. "Send one card, and 
if there is no response, send another" he insisted earnestly .... Mr. Marshall 
made a contribution to the welfare of the school that was not inconsider
able, even though money was no direct part of his gift. 

The Later Depression Years 1935-36 Through 1937-38 

Referring to the year 1935-1936, Dr. Frazer reported: 

We had a better year this past year than in several preceding years but 
there is still much need of a larger enrollment and more income .... The 
past year has in many respects been the most harmonious in the history of 
the institution .... I could not close this report without paying tribute to 
the distinguished services rendered by the President [of the Student Body), 
Miss Margaret Trobaugh, and . .. by Miss Betty Manning as President of 
the Boarding Students and Miss Betty Wicker as President of the Day 
Students . .. . 

In the fall of 1935 Althea Kratz followed Dr. Elizabeth Blair as 
dean of the college. She came to Queens from the department of so
ciology at the University of Pennsylvania; and, after being at Queens 
for one year, she returned to the University where she was awarded 
her Ph.D. and soon became dean of women. She married and as Al
thea Kratz Hottel she was national president of the American Asso
ciation of University Women. In 1957 Queens gave her the honorary 
degree, Doctor of Humanities. 

Social Life at Queens During the Depression Y ears 

It seems strange that in these depression years life at Queens became 
very social. Dr. Frazer had suggested in the year 1934-1935 that the 
college hire a social secretary but reported in May of 1936: 

We did not secure a separate Social Secretary but the work of planning 
and directing the social activities of the students was carried on by Dean 
Althea Kratz and Miss Ruth Grover, our Alumnae Secretary. Once a month 
a formal dinner by candle-light is enjoyed by all the students and faculty. 
This festive occasion calls for an after dinner speaker and usually some 
entertainment in the auditorium after dinner. During the half hour before 
dinner a charm school talk is given to the student body on such subjects 
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as "The Well-Groomed Woman," "The Voice," "Home Decoration," 
etc .. .. 

Saturday nights are open nightr-the evening for "dates" at Queens
Chicora. At this time the girls are "at home" in the parlors of Burwell Hall 
to their Davidson friends and boys from elsewhere, who wish to call. ... 
[To young men who did not behave as he thought they should behave, Dr. 
Frazer did not hesitate to say, "You are Persona non Grata on the campus 
of the institution." He always referred to young males as "Jelly Beans."] 

After dinner coffees for small groups of girls are enjoyed frequently 
and many teas, both large and small, are given .... Change from Sunday 
night "bags" taken from the dining room on Sundays at dinner time to a 
real buffet-style supper in the Y-Hut for the girls who do not go to the 
sorority houses for "Sunday Feeds." ... [Evidently they went back to 
Sunday night bags because both Thelma Albright and I very definitely 
remember them in the late thirties.] 

During these latter years of the thirties the first organized effort 
to recruit students was made. Mrs. Frank Brandon Smith, mother of 
May Lebby Smith Rogers (1936) and Virginia Smith Johnston 
( 1940), was "in the field in North Carolina and South Carolina." 
The president had delivered eleven addresses in one month at school 
commencements throughout North and South Carolina. 

In his annual report for 1936-1937 Dr. Frazer said: 

We had 404' students, of which 39 were Business and 45 were Specials .... 
This has been a banner year in the history of the Institution. Some of the 
reachers during the panic offered a small return of their salaries. Your 
President has given back this year a good portion of this, and so reports 
it to the Southern Association. 

Your President wishes to present . . . some of the outstanding needs 
of the Institution, in order of their importance as he interprets them. They 
are as follows: 

I. A new heating plant ... the present one is ... insufficient for present 
needs ... location beneath Science Bnilding . . . fire menace ... soot. 

2. A Gymnasium ... present crude Gymnasium is not sufficient for the 
physical activity demands of our physical education program. 

3. A pipe organ ... the present pipe organ is a big problem now. 

4. Minor physical needs: more paving on back campus ... classroom 
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space ... blackboards .. . budget for each department to place books in 
the library ... etc .. .. However, these things have been held back because 
it was impossible to carry out the instructions given by the Board of Trus· 
tees nOt to incur a debt . ... 

A Few Other Things from the Last Years of the Thirties 

The year 1935-1936 was the first year in which teachers had been 
paid in twelve monthly instalments instead of nine. In this year the 
lowest salary was $816 with room and board (that was Sarah Nooe's). 
At this time, having taught at the college for eleven years, mine was 
$1250 "plus room and board." I never did use the room and board 
parr of my salary until 1937 when Joe McEwen and I did eat dinner 
at the college every night and in 1940 we ate Sunday dinner there. 

In 1937 Thelma Albright was a young English instructor and 
studenrs wondered why the table at which we sat-Miss Alma Ed
wards also sat with us-was always laughing. It was T. A. and Joe 
McEwen swapping jokes. On Sundays we had to park in the street and 
jump over the chain that said "Sabbath Day. No Admittance." One 
Sunday some irreverent Davidson boys had painted out the Sab. 

Dr. Ninniss retired in May, 1937. About this time the front drive
way was paved "due to the generosity of Mr. J. B. Efird, the Senior 
Class, the Caldwell Construction Company, Miss Winnie Frazer, and 
Mr. W . Z. Stultz." 

I have already mentioned that in the year 1937-1938 Thelma 
Albright had come to Queens as a young English instructor. One of 
my best stories about her concerns the conversation that she had with 
Dr. Frazer when she was interviewed for the job at Queens. Dr. Frazer 
said, "Miss Albright, I hate to ask you such a personal question but, 
do you smoke?" Her reply, given with a perfectly straight face was, 
"I am sorry. I don't but I can learn if it is necessary." (Comment: At 
this time I think I was the only woman on the faculty who smoked; 
and if Dr. Frazer had caught me with a cigarette in my mouth, I 
would have swallowed it.) 

One thing that I particularly remember about this time was that in 
February 1939, the Reverend Peter Marshall was at Queens for two 
days as the speaker for "Religious Emphasis Week." I remember him 
as being a speaker who made a great impression on the studenrs. 
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Dr. Frazer's Last Year at Queens 

Dr. Frazer retired at the end of the academic year 1938-1939. Miss 
Harrell's History gives a good summary of what he accomplished in 
the eighteen years in which he was president of the college: 

1. He found the college $60,000 in debt and left it with an endowment 
of $300,000; also a credit balance of $40,000 . ... Yet he never felt suffi
CIently "well-heeled" financially to afford an inauguration for himself. 

2. When he came in 1921, no faculty member (except one in the Fitting 
School) had a degree beyond the A.B. In 1938 there were eight depart
ments of instruction, seven of which were headed by professors with a 
Ph.D. degree. 

3. He found 1,800 volumes in the library and when he left, the cat
alogued library collection amounted to 15,000 books. 

4. laboratOry equipment was raised from zero to a status acceptahle to 
State and regional accrediting agencies. 

s. He had found a college rated "B" hy the State and a student body made 
up of four fifths "Specials" (meaning that they were not working toward a 
degree). When Dr. Frazer resigned in 1938-1939 Queens was a member 
of the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools and fully 
85 % of the stl'dents were working toward a degree. 

6. He found seven buildings (the original five plus the President's House 
and a cottage for the college maintenance supervisor and his family) and 
left the campus with a tOtal of eighteen buildings: the original five, the 
President's House, two cottages, the Practice House (1924) [which later 
became Carson Hall]; the Y-Hut (1924) which had been a gift of Mr. 
and Mrs. C. E. Moore (Annie Parks Moore's parents), Morrison Hall 
(1927), The Barn (1930), Blair Union (1933), and five sorority houses. 

(R.H. p. 63) 

In summarizing the accomplishments of Dr. Frazer, we have men
tioned on page II 3 that the members of the Executive Committee 
of the Board of Trustees stood solidly behind him. Without the dedi
cated support of these men, Dr. Frazer could not have made the enor
mous changes in the college that were made in eighteen years. 

Dr. A. A. McGeachy, a member of the Board of Trustees from 
1908 to 1928 and chairman since 191 I, was an ex-officio member of 
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the Executive Committee. Dr. McGeachy was pastor of the Second 
Presbyterian Church (now Covenant Presbyterian) and gave a great 
deal of his time and energy to the college; E. E. Jones handled the 
college finances in the most difficult period of its existence; the con
tribution of Hunter Marshall has been described by Miss Harrell on 
page 119; and the debt that Queens College owes to McAlister Carson 
is obvious from the fact that he succeeded Dr. McGeachy as chairman 
of the board and for a period of twenry-five years gave of himself to 
the interests of the college. McAlister Carson was loved by everyone 
on the Queens campus. 

After writing this history, and particularly after learning about 
the state of the college finances during the thirties, I can now under
stand Dr. Frazer's reaction when one day he passed by the Science 
Building and saw water running out of a hose which was sticking out 
of a window. Both sinks in the organic laboratory had stopped up and 
when I could not locate "Uncle Ben," I ran one condenser hose out 
the window so that the whole class could continue with one experi
ment. Unfortunately, Dr. Frazer happened to come by right at that 
time and he stormed at me--"Young Woman! If you can't teach 
chemistry without wasting the water of the institution I will get some
body who can." However, he was very reasonable when I explained 
why a Liebig condenser had to have water running through it. 

Miss Harrell says (R.H. p. 64) : 

By no means was Dr. Frazer a person who withdrew from men. He 
loved a good story, and was a very popular banquet and luncheon speaker. 
He was a talented, dialectal mimic and published his large collection of 
Negro stories under the titles: The Possumist and Fireside Musings of 
Uncle Rastus and Aunt Randy. Two religious books came from his pen: 
Bible Notes and Challenging Mantles. The latter is a series of short ser
monettes or chapel talks. 

Dr. Frazer's Retirement 

After retiring from Queens Dr. Frazer lived in his country home on 
the Nation's Ford Road where he served the Pineville group of Pres
byterian Churches for some years. Later on, he spent the winters in 
Florida where he was supply-pastor to several churches. A tragic au
tomobile accident as he drove toward his home on June 17, 1953 
ended his life at the age of eighry years. 
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It is unfortunate that no building on the Queens campus at the 
time chat this is being written (1979) carries either the name of Dr. 
Frazer or the name of McAlister Carson. An apartment building on 
Selwyn Avenue across che street from the college was purchased in 
1944 and was used as a dormitory bearing the name Frazer Hall but 
this building his now been torn down. The original home economics 
practice house was named Carson Hall but this building on the Rad
cliffe Avenue side of the campus has also been demolished. 

There is a good tribute to Dr. Frazer in the 1939 Coronet, "While 
we deeply regret that we must lose him, we feel that not a sad song, 
but one of triumph should be sung for his influence on our campus." 

A Very Personal Recollection of Dr. Frazer 

I tried to get Winnie Frazer (1925) and Emily Frazer Kuykendall 
(1927) to write some recollections of their father to show what a 
very human person he was but Emily said that, alchough they had 
very many wonderful memories, they couldn't think of any that 
were not too personal. Therefore I shall JUSt recount one of my own 
about "Pious Willie" which was my pet name for him although it 
was not original with me because I got it from Dr. Ninniss. As well as 
I remember, "Miss Ab" (Dr. Ethel Abernethy) and I were about the 
only ones who referred to Dr. Frazer by that affectionate and undigni-
fied title. • 

Dr. Frazer could be perfectly charming; on the other hand, if you 
saw him hot-footing it down the hall with his panes legs shaking from 
side to side you got out of his way (at least I did) because you knew 
he was MAD. 

One day in the very early thirties I got poison-furious at him. I 
can't remember exactly why-maybe it was the day he came into my 
classroom waving a letter and saying, "Young Woman! Shut that 
book and don't open it again on the campus of the institution." The 
letter was from an irate papa who had seen his daughter's historical 
geology textbook and ies account of creation didn't agree with that in 
Genesis. 

I was so mad at Dr. Frazer that I went home and told my Persian 
cat, Alfred E. Smith, chat I would just make believe that he was Wil
liam Henry Frazer and then I told him exactly what I thought of him. 
I was still fuming when Joe McEwen came home and he dared me to 
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go to Dr. Frazer and tell him exactly what I had said to Alfred. The 
next day I did this (fully expecting to get fired) and Dr. Frazer 
thought it was hilarious. I remember that he said, "Honey-you know 
I feel about you just like I feel about my own children." 

That was true, and that was the way that Dr. Frazer felt about all 
of the students, some of whom never did understand that he expected 
them to behave just as if they were his own children. I am sure that he 
would not have let his own daughters go "night-riding" which was 
about the worst thing a Queens student could do. 

The last time I remember seeing Dr. Frazer was after he had re
tired and Mr. Kortheuer was painting the portrait that now hangs in 
Burwell Hall. The artist called and asked me to come down to his 
studio and amuse Dr. Frazer while he was sitting for his portrait so 
that he (the artist) could catch the facial expression that he wanted 
to paint. I treasure that memory. 
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1939-1950 

Dr. Blakely Comes to Queens 

W HEN Dr. Hunter Bryson Blakely came to Queens in the aca
demic year 1939-1940, he found a college free of debr and 

with a surplus of $40,000 that Dr. Frazer had saved. This was where 
the money came from for the partial redecoration that was done be
fore the end of Dr. Blakely's second year. I did not know until I read 
Miss Harrell's history that Dr. Frazer had suggested that the college 
invite Dr. Blakely to succeed him. 

Quoting Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 75) : 

Moving carefully, intelligently, and conservatively, the new president had 
by the end of the summer of 1940 a number of changes to his credit that 
lifted the face of the campus, so to speak, and rejuvenated the spirits of its 
occupants. There were the new concrete walks connecting the three main 
buildings, and the flagstone paths leading from these buildings to the 
dormitories and the infirmary. Queens was rescued from the mud! 

[These Bagstones became very slick in icy weather and, after enough 
people had fallen down on them, they were finally taken up. A lot of 
them are in my backyard where I sometimes still slip on them.] 

Tennis and badminton courts were reconditioned; and a new croquet set 
was installed on the north campus. Attractive and colorful umbrellas and 
chairs lent an inviting atmosphere to the northern quadrangle. The charm
ing and captivating statue of Diana, given to the college in the spring of 
1940 by Mrs. Anna Hyatt Huntington, one of America's leading sculp
tresses, was placed in the new pool of the southern quadrangle. The Y oung 
Diana, replicas of which are in several other places throughout the coun
try, came from Mrs. Huntington's country place at Haverstraw, New York. 
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Maxwell Anderson wrote the following poem about the statue 
that has become a focal point on our campus: 

FOR ANNA HUNTINGTON'S DIANA 

Now you have shot your arrow at the sun, 
Linle Diana, and the god caught you there
The living wind still in your up-blown hair, 
Your eyes burnt black from staring hard upon 
The tatget of the glory of high noon-
Caught and immured you in his burnished air 
Forever, a too valiant challenger, 
Lifting the empty sockets of the moon, 

Had you walked carefully your forest shade 
And hid your vir gin I usere under cloud 
And let your bow hang at the eaves unstrung 
You had not died so light and fierce a maid, 
Nor, dying, gone to join the mutinous crowd 
Of beautiful, blind rebels who died young. 

Maxwell Anderson 

I am sure that Mrs. Huntington had no idea of how much Diana 
would come to mean to many generations of Queens students. In very 
cold weather one is likely to notice that Diana is wearing a fur coat. 
Some hardy soul has waded through icy water ro make certain that 
Diana does not get cold. She is always appropriately dressed for any 
special occasion such as Halloween, Valentine Day, etc. 

To alumnae of the twenties: Do you remember the plaster statue 
of the Venus de Milo in Burwell Hall on which Dr. Ninniss would 
often hang his hat? Once--shocking at that time-the Venus suddenly 
appeared with a brassiere just as Diana often does today. 

Dr. and Mrs. Blakely continued the up-dating of the Burwell Hall 
parlors, which had been started by Mrs. Virginia Miller Agnew in 
1938. Dean Agnew had received a gift from our neighbor, Mrs. J. 
Luther Snyder, which enabled Queens to add some much needed 
furnishings. 

Again, quoting Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 76): 

Inside the buildings, dormitory rooms were painted in soft colors. Burwell 
Hall had a complete refurnishing of ollices and pariors, the library--on the 
second Boor of Burwell-was equipped with new maple chairs and tables 
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adequate to seat a fourth of the student body. Stacks in the library were 
rearranged to achieve a more dignified appearance. 

[A former student, Libby Sproul Ross (I959) said to me JUSt this 
summer (I978): "That library was Miss Harrell's castle. It was her 
home. You whispered when you went into it, and no one would have 
even thought about talking."] 

Likewise, the chemistry laboratory received some new tables, new cabi
nets, and new equipment; and several classrooms in the Atkinson Memorial 
Building (&ience Building) displayed clean walls in tones of seafoam. 

[I am so glad to find OUt what that color was. I lived with it for so 
long that I became attached to it and all the walls in most of my 
rooms are now that same color.] 

A recreation room was created in the basement of Morrison Hall. Then, 
later, the remarkably pleasing murals in sepia [actually, they were en
larged photographs} were added to the dining room in Morrison .... 

My own comment is that the dining room was prettier then than 
it had ever been before or than it has ever been since. Dr. Blakely had 
written to many colleges telling them of his idea and they sent what 
they considered to be one of their best photographs to Queens. A com
mittee then selected those to be made into the large sepia pictures. 
These, clockwise as one entered the dining room were: Yale Univer
sity (Harkness Tower), Davidson College, Mount Holyoke, William 
and Mary, Bryn Mawr, Duke University, Harvard University, Univer
sity of Virginia, Cambridge University (England), Princeton Uni
versity, University of North Carolina, and Magdalen Tower at Oxford 
University (England). 

Dr. Blakely had a favorite committee called the Committee on 
Advance that, quoting Miss Harrell, "met oftener and longer than 
any other faculty committee." This committee was responsible for a 
"Program of Advance" which covered practically everything connected 
with the college. In I94Q-I94I, the committee's first year, it consisted 
of Miss Alma Edwards, chairman, President Blakely, Dean Godard, 
Mr. Kennedy, Dr. Abernethy, Miss ]0 Langford, and Dr. Joseph M. 
Gettys. This committee first starred studying the physical needs of the 
college and came to the conclusion that the following buildings were 
necessary: a library, a fine arts building, a gymnasium, a new heating 
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plant, a new home economics building, a chapel, and dormitories for 
an increased student body; also, an increased endowment was consid
ered to be a primary need. 

The War Years 

The first six years of Dr. Blakely's presidency were "the war years." 
Of course we did not get into World War II until December of 
1941, but talk of war was in the air before this time. Until I read Miss 
Harrell's History, I had completely forgotten that I had been on a 
committee for Bundles for Britain. I wonder if anyone in England 
ever wore that brown and gold knitted suit with the M.M.McE. em
broidered across the front of it. 

Miss Harrell writes (R.H. p. 78): 

Miss Mary Inglis [of the business department} ran up an amazing total
everyone helped her-in the sale of United States Government Bonds and 
Stamps: some $104,600, for which framed certificates now hang in the 
college library. 

Evidently the Government liked to give out certificates because in my 
own scrapbook I find that I have one ... for "meritorious service in 
recognition of wartime contribution as instruaor for members of the 
U. S. Cadet Nurse Corps." 

Miss Harrell continues: 

It seems appropriate here to give a list of those who served their Country 
in the Armed Forces in World War II. This is a salute from their College: 

ARMY AND NAVY NURSE CORPS: Lt. Ruth Beary, Lt. Irene Gailes, 
Ensign Rosalie Hassell, Lt. Ruby McCain, Frances R. Nicholson. 

WACS: Sara A. Beall, Sgt. Helen 1. Duncan, Nancy Isenhour, Mildred 
Kinney, Mary McDevitt, Sara Page Murray, Emma D. Newell. 

WAVES: Emily Alexander, Betty Baker, Sarah Bobbitt, Alice Crowell, 
Emily Crowell, Mrs. Mary Civil Foster, Edith Gallant, Gail Griffith, Grace 
G. Herndon, Ruth Kilgo, Edith Rebecca McOary, Lucy Moose, Elizabeth 
Nash, Lola Carolyn Reid, and Eleanora Spratt. 

Among students not in the armed forces but doing war [work} were: 
Martha Nixon and Jane Gray at the Pratt and Whitney airplane factory 
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in Hartford, Connecticut, Vivian McCorkle as a public relations person 
and ticket agent at the National Airport in Washington, and Elsie Moseley 
in the chemistry laboratory of the Southern Dyestuffs Corporation in Mount 
Holly, N. C. To these we may add the name of Mrs. Ashby Herron 
Rousseau. 

The following faculty members also served in the Armed Forces: 
Dr. Calvin Linton of the English department entered the Navy; Dr. 
Dorisse Howe of the Biology department enlisted in the WAVES; Miss 
Cordelia Henderson of the Physical Education department served with the 
American Red Cross; Mr. Gordon Sweet of the Music department caught 
in the Pre· Flight school at the Link Training Center; and Mr. Austin 
Lovelace of the Music department entered the Navy as a Chaplain's As
sistant. 

To Miss Harrell's list of those doing war work there should be 
added the name of an alumna whose connections with Queens go back 
to the Charlotte Female Institute. Mary Gilmer Grier was a student 
there and loved Mrs. Burwell so much that she later named one of 
her four daughters Anna Burwell Grier. Anna Burwell Grier Parrish 
(Class of I9I2) was a widow with two children but she taught Jet En
gines for Airplane Mechanics for the United States Air Force during 
World War II. After the war was over she continued teaching this for 
the Air Force until her retirement at the age of seventy. 

All four of Mary Gilmer Grier's daughters are our alumnae. 
Claudia Lacy Grier Blain (ex I904) and her husband became mission
aries to China and founded the school in Kashing where Miss Mildred 
Watkins taught. Mary Lacy Bost (Class of I945) is the daughter of 
Mary Gilmer Grier Bast, 

Do alumnae of the I940's remember when Miss Inglis sponsored 
a "jeep-ride" to make money for the war effort? A handsome young 
soldier from Morris Field brought a jeep to the campus and, for 25 
cents, a student could take a short ride in a bona fide war vehicle. The 
coffers for the war effort swelled considerably. 

This brings to my mind another generation and another war. Do 
alumnae who were on the campus in the fall of I9I8 remember the 
night of November, II, when soldiers from Camp Greene came out 
with open army trucks and filled them up with Queens girls? The 
town was wild that night and I shall never forget how cold it was rid
ing standing up in an open army truck. 
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"Miss Loma" Comes to Queens 

An importanr person who came to Queens in 1939-1940 was Miss 
Lorna Squires. She was a Charlotte native and Queens alumna (stu
dent 1905-06) who had been associated with the S & W Cafeterias 
for many years and was partially responsible for their reputation for 
good food. For the next seventeen years, until her retiremenr in 
June of 1957, Queens served food about which there was never a 
complainr. 

Miss Lorna was not only a wonderful manager and an expert cook 
but she was a person who cared about other people; studenrs, faculry, 
and alumnae loved her. No wonder that the students loved her. Those 
girls who remained on the campus over Thanksgiving were served 
breakfast in bed and during examination week there was always an 
eleganr 10: 00 P.M. snack for everyone. 

Other members of the Squires family were at the college at one 
time or another; many alumnae will remember "Miss Kate" who op
erated the college switchboard for many years and Mr. Tom Squires 
who took care of the college post office after he retired from the U. S. 
Postal Service. Another sister, "Miss Essie," used to help Miss Lorna 
on special occasions. 

Miss Lorna taught Thelma Albright how to cook and until Miss 
Lorna's death in 1961, they, together with another former Queens 
faculry member, Alma Hull, were partners in operating Sea View 
Inn at Pawley's Island, South Carolina. The 1945 Coronet was dedi
cated to Miss Lorna, and today. the Queens Women's Club supports 
the Lorna Squires Scholarship Fund. 

Cttrriculum Changes and the Divisional System 

During the year 1943-1944, the Committee on Advance began the 
work of reorganizing the curriculum. It was Dean James M. Godard 
who pioneered this so-called divisional system which wenr into opera
tion in 1945-1946 and remained through the year 1953-1954. 

All academic work was put into one of Jive divisions. Divisional 
chairmen were appoinred and, apparently, only when a chairman left 
the college was he or she replaced by another one. I well remember the 
first time I ever heard about this. My husband had died in 1941 and 
I had gone back to Chapel Hill to study. One morning I saw in the 
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Charlotte Observer that Queens was reorganizing its curriculum into 
a divisional system and that I was one of the chairmen. My first thought 
was, "Good Gracious. They said they were going to pay those people 
$4,000 a year!" Well, it was only $3,600, but that was a lot of money 
in those days when the salary of the Dean of the Medical School at 
Chapel Hill was $5,500. 

The five original divisions and their chairmen were: Fine Arts, 
Gordon W. Sweet, until he later became dean of the college and was 
replaced by John A. Holliday; Human Relations, Dr. Ethel M. Aber
nethy; Language and Literature, Dr. J. Wilson McCutchan, followed 
by Dr. Harris Chewning and Dr. Dougald MacDougald Monroe; Re
ligion and Philosophy, Wade Boggs, Jr., followed by "Parson" Carson 
as Dr. Herbert V. Carson was always known; Science, Mildred Morse 
McEwen. There was also a Division of Professional Subjects whose 
chairman was the dean of the college. 

During the first year of the divisional system, a new program of 
commencement honors was introduced, and we lived with it in 
its original form for sixteen years. This plan entailed a "program of 
studies culminating in comprehensive examinations in the major 
field." Cum laude, magna cum laude, or summa cttm la1de was 
awarded depending on the student's performance. The written ex
amination was extremely difficult and inclusive, and the oral with 
its visiting examiner was an ordeal for both student and sponsoring 
faculry committee. 

According to the 1952-1953 catalog, the basis of commencement 
honors again went back to academic averages, and the commence
ment program of 1960 first mentions "with Honors Thesis." 

Miss Harrell has gone into great detail about the happenings that 
took place during Dr. Blakely's presidency because at this time she was 
working on her history. Much of the remainder of this chapter is 
taken directly from her manuscript, although it has been rearranged 
into a semblance of chronological order. Bear in mind that the next 
few pages were written over twenry years ago. 

Leadership Training School (R.H. p. 83) : 
Early in 1944, the versatile resources of President Blakely led him to call 
together some of the ministers of the city to discuss how Queens College 
could be of more service to the community. It was agreed, after some weeks 
of discussion, that the college and the churches would jointly bear the 
expense of a Queens-Charlotte Leadership Training Program. It was then 
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arranged for the Associate Professor of Religion at Queens to give half 
of her time to the direction of the project. Additionally, the college pro
vided an office, equipment, and a part-time secretary. The churches estab
lished a budget which has grown to $3,600 annually. An Executive Com
mittee of ministers and laymen ' was set up on an interdenominational 
basis to direct the program. The ministers selected were those who had 
had professional training in religious education. 

With the opening of the first leadership school at Queens College on 
October 4, 1944, under the direction of Miss Mary Louise Woodson, a 
significant improvement in Christian cooperation was initiated. During 
its years of existence the Queens-Charlotte Leadership Program has in
creased in effectiveness and is continually reaching a large number of 
people. Community schools in the suburban areas now have reached many 
churches whose members had never attended large city leadership schools. 
In the spring, Vocational Church School Workshops in which the workers 
who are to teach in the Vacation Bible Schools of the city and county are 
trained, are sponsoted. The program has shown, through the vision of its 
leaders and the cooperation of participating denominations, what gratify
ing and tangible results can come from the combined efforts of a Christian 
college and the churches of the community. 

This Queens-Charlotte leadership Training Program was in existence 
from 1944 through 1961. Miss Woodson was followed by Miss Sum
mers Tarlton who greatly enlarged the program. 

Workshops (R.H. p. 83): 

In 1945 there was held the first of a series of annual faculty workshops, 
three of which were held at the Assembly Inn in Montreat, North Caro
lina. The firSt workshop was concerned with the reorganization of the 
curriculum on a Divisional basis. Members of this group included the 
President, the Dean of the College, the Chairmen of the Divisions, and 
other faculty members selected to represent various fields of instruction. 
Dr. Newton Edwards of the University of Chicago (he was a brother of 
Miss Alma Edwards) and Dr. Wade Boggs, Sr. from the Board of Re
ligious Education of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. were advisors for 
this workshop .... 

The 1946 workshop studied the student personnel program of the college, 
under the direction of Dr. R Fay Campbell, Secretary of the Board of 
Christian Education of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and Dr. 
Francis C Rosecrance, Associate Dean of the School of Education at New 
York University. 
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The 1947 Workshop, whose consultants were Dr. Kennerh I. Brown, 
Director of rhe Danforrh Foundation, and Dr. Felix B. Geer of rhe 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Georgia, considered rhe sub
ject "Educating for Christian Citizenship"-not wirh reference to church 
work, but wirh reference to our social order. 

I remember one amusing incident that happened at this 1947 
workshop: One day some of us went over to Black Mountain College 
which in that day was far out and I mean very far out. Clothing that 
in 1979 would merely be extremely casual was in 1947 nothing short 
of shocking. One woman professor had on Jhort bright purple shorts 
and a purple bra and that was all. A student in blue jeans (rhen rhey 
were called overalls) was sitting up against a barn soulfully playing a 
violin to an audience of one cow. The only college rules were that 
one couldn't "thumb a ride" into town and one could not carry a 
loaded gun. A sociology professor said that at Bryn Mawr he had been 
considered a dangerous radical but that at Black Mountain he was 
only slightly eccentric. It wasn't long before Parson Carson said to Dr. 
Geer, "I think we have now seen everything." Dr. Geer replied, "Not 
quite, Parson. Not quite." 

Returning to Miss Harrell's quotation: 

There was no ,\,orkshop in 1948, because of the postponement of the open
ing of the college caused by an epidemic of poliomyelitis in the State. 

The 1949 workshop was held at the college early in September. A much 
larger number of faculty participated rhan in former years and rhere were 
visiting professors from Agnes Scott College, Davidson College, Furman 
University, and Guilford College. Dr. W. E. Bingham of Northwestern 
University and Dr. W. B. Stubbs, who was associated wirh the Campbell 
Foundation in Atlanta were visiting consultants. The topic for discussion 
and study was "The Motivation and Technique of Effective Teaching." 
Findings and conclusions were multigraphed and diStributed to faculty 
members. 

So ended the workshops. 

Miss Harrell's Nightgown 

This little episode happened in the late 1940'S; so, this is the logi
cal place in the history to include it. When I ask alumnae what funny 
thing at Queens they remember most, many of them will say, "Do tell 
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about Miss Harrell in her nightgown." Here is the story and this is the 
correct version. 

The staff of the dean of students and the librarian always came 
back to the campus in August and until school opened in September 
they lived in Carson Hall (the home economics practice house). 

Miss Harrell liked to go to bed early; one night when she was the 
only person in the house she went out on the front porch in her night
gown to pick up the evening paper. The door slammed and locked 
behind her and there was Victorian-modest Miss Harrell in a quan
dary. Finally, about 11 : 0 0 P.M. hearing a car coming up the driveway, 
she hid behind the shrubbery. 

About that time Ann Hatcher (1944) and Mack Brown (Ann is 
now Mrs. Brown) came home from the movies. They had seen a scary 
horror-film, and just as they came in the driveway a white-clad figure 
rose up out of the shrubbery. They were so scared that they kept on 
going and rode around the block. When they came back the second 
time the white-clad figure again rose up out of the shrubbery; again 
they kept on going. On their third go-round the ghostly figure again 
rose up, this time waving its arms. Brave Mack decided to investigate 
and a weary and mosquito-bitten Miss Harrell eventually gained ref
uge in the house using Ann's key. 

Student Life at Queens in the Forties 

A recent letter from Peggy Mitchell Cooper, Class of 1948, will give 
you a clear picture: 

One of the things that seems humorous to all of us now is the strict dress 
code which we were "honor bound" to endure. Often those lady-like ap
pearances were not always associated with lady-like behavior. As Pete 
[Georgelle Thomas, 1949] and I recalled, every few weeks or so a group 
of us would get ourselves properly attired in hat, gloves, hose, and heels 
and go to The Oriental for dinner. Instead of making the customary en
trance through the front door, we would always park in the rear, entering 
through the back door and unceremoniously parade through a kitchen full 
of Chinese cooks. They always looked at us as though they knew the full 
meaning of that saying, "You can't tell a book by its cover." 

For a lot of us, finding ways to bend a few rules was far more important 
(and a lot more fun) than being a serious student. Pete and I both agreed 
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that we could have had a finer education if we had spent as much time with 
books as we did trying to find ways of breaking the rules without getting 
caught. Our biggest worry was not next weeks finals but how to get past 
TA and Shirley Warner after three beers .... 

Then, of course, there was Miss Harrell who was a constant source of 
amusement to all of the students. I always wondered if her eccentricities 
were a thing she purposely created because she enjoyed the students' re
actions or were they really an unavoidable part of her personaliry. 

Evidently those girls of the I940's and I950's well remember 
that Queens students were supposed to look like well-bred young 
ladies when they left the campus because Eleanor Huske Alexander 
(I948) says: 

I have talked with a class-mate in the Charlotte area to see if she 
could think of an anecdote. We couldn't think of a specific incident; but 
we had a good time laughing about wearing hat and gloves to go down
town shopping, having to double-date with a junior or senior when we 
were freshmen, and reading in the closet with the lights partially covered 
after "lights out." Our children express dismay when we tell of such 
and honestly seem to have difficulty believing that such rules were in effect. 

Co-Eds at Queens 

In I946 men students first arrived on the Queens campus. We had 
one parr time co-ed in I939 when, at the request of Davidson, Reuben 
-(Sorry Reuben-your last name has slipped my mind) was allowed 
to take organic chemistry. 

Of all those very first co-eds, I remember Archer Dillard most 
vividly. When Archer left the lab to go over to the store for a coke 
I knew it would take him an hour to get there and back, because he 
would have to stop and talk with every girl that he met. 

Many of our early co-eds had just come back from World War 
II, and were making up needed courses that were pre-requisite to their 
application for medical or other professional schools. By I947-I948 
there were 28 young men on the campus as day students and the num
ber gradually increased until at one time there were more than fifty; 
Hughes Hoyle was advisor to the men. Now (1979) there are a few 
men in special programs, but they are taken for granted and are not 
the novelty that these early co-eds were. 
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Changes in the Campus While Dr. Blakely Was President 

Here, I will let Miss Harrell tell about these: 

When the Presbyterian Female College (later the Presbyterian College 
for Women) building, which has been known for some years as the 
"College Apartments" was tOrn down on April 15, 1948, to be replaced 
by a portion of the Sears Roebuck establishment, a goodly number of 
Queens College alumnae, faculry, staff, and friends accompanied President 
Blakely to the scene when he was presented with the old marble corner
stone of the college, bearing the following inscription: 

PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 

ERECfED 

TO THE GOOD OF WOMANHOOD 

IN THE INTEREST OF 

RELIGION AND EDUCATION 

Behind this stone, in a metal box, were various pamphlets of slight his
torical interest to the college. Nothing of unusual interest or financial 
value was found. The building, though remodeled probably twice had 
stood for approximately one hundred years. President Blakely wondered 
seriously, with a quizzical smile, what the next fifry years might hold for 
various residential sections of the ciry. Would they, too, become "com
mercial properry." (R.H. p. 48a) 

I question Miss Harrell's statement that the building had stood for one 
hundred years. In the Minutes of the Board of Trustees it is plainly 
stated that the walls of the old building were too rotten to be used 
when the Presbyterian College building was constructed at the turn 
of the century. 

One thing that puzzles me is why "Presbyterian College for Wom
en" is on the cornerstone when the name, Presbyterian Female Col
lege, was changed to the Presbyterian College for Women in 1910. 
Charlotteans always referred to it as the "Presbyterian College" any
way. Today (1979) the cornerstone of the 1901 College Street build
ing is on the Queens campus directly in front of Burwell Hall. 

Belk Chapel: 

In 1940 President Blakely had said in print that there was a growing 
sentiment among students and faculry that the most beautiful building 
on the campus should be a chapel. ... On February 20, 1946, announce
ment of the Chapel gift, by the associates of Mr. W. H. Belk, in honor of 



Group picture in dining room showing large sepia photographs. 

In 1941 can still had running boards, and students wore bobby sox 
and saddle shoes. 

Faculty Workshop 1946. 



Interior view showing both Burwell parlors in 
the 1950'S. The vase, Crown Majolica from 
Ita ly, was once in the H. M. MeAden home. 
The oil painting of the young man in the cen· 
ter hall is the bther of Mrs. Latta Johnston, a 
fo rmer student of the Charlotte Female Insti· 
lUte. The antique mirror was a gift of the 
Class of '939. 

For alumnae of the 1940'S and 
1950's, need anything be said! 

Soda Shop in early 1950'S. The soda shop was given by Henderson and Ann Everelt Bc1k in honor 
of Mrs. H . H . Everett. This was downsta irs in Morrison Hall . 



Bc.lk Chapel in the spring. Dedica ted in ' 950, this was a gift from the business asso· 
da tes of William Henry "elk in honor of tht: founders of the Bclk Brothers Depart. 
Illent Stores, \Villiam Henry Bclk :lnd Dr. John M. Belk. 

Interior, Sdk Chapel. T his photogmph was made :Il Commencement ill 1959. 



"The King's Bible." The Hible was a gift from King George VI of England in 1950. It 
can be seen in Everett Libra ry when not in use in Bclk Chapel. 

Mr. and Mrs. \V. Z. Stultz with Mc
Alister Carson on the steps of Stultz 
Building. Mr. and Mrs. Stultz gave 
money for the construction of this 
building. 



Ovc.ns Physical Education Building. 

David Ove:ns, 1873-1957. " He has givcn 
much Illoney but the largest gift he has 
Illade is that of himscJ£." This sta ten'lent 
was made by the: late: Dr. James A. Jone:s. 
a Qucc:ns trustec. 1939-lgGo. 

Que:e:ns swimming pool. 



Herschd Hill Everett, Chairman, 
Board of Trustees, 1953-1974; Act· 
in~ President, 1953-1954. He was 
"Heck Evereu" to 1l1:lny people in· 
eluding the Queens students. 

Jerry and Margaret Jernigan on the day 
of his in:luguration with sons Charles 
:lnd Jerry. 



Dr. Edwin Ruthv(n Walk~r 

Pres ident 1954-1965 
Chancellor 1¢5-1¢7 

Ed and Pherba Walker. This Model 
A Ford W;'IS brough t to the campus 
one Alumn;'le D:lY by Jane Renfrow 
Browne (Class of 1932). Dr. Walker 
borrowed it to give his wife a ride 
beca use it was the kind of ca r he 
had when they were courting. 



Bclk Ruidence H all was given by the children of Mary Irwin Bdk (Class 
of 15)0 1) in 1954. Wallace: Reside:nce: Hall (at left in this picture) was con· 
struCled in 1962 and honors Mrs. J. M. \Vallace and fam il y. 

Mary Irwin Bdk (Mn. W . H . Bdk), Class of I!)OI 

Bo.1rd of Trustees 1954-1963 
Honorary Truste:e 1964-19io 
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Mr. Beik and his brother, the lare Dr. John M. Belk, was made in Ninniss 
Auditorium to the assembled group of the college community, includiog 
the Board of Trustees .... Ground was broken on June 6, 1949 for this 
building .. . . (R.H. p. 8,) 

Miss HarreU's description of Beik Chapel and of what we call "the 
King's Bible" JUSt must be included in its entirety (R.H. p. 86): 

The o,apel was designed in the Georgian tradition to harmonize with 
existing structUres. This archireccure is, in general, that best described by 
the phrase "Greek Revival" which reached the height of its emergence 
during the years 1819-1822. The type was first brought to America by 
Thomas Jefferson, Ambassador to France, who became interested there in 
the Roman remple Maison·Caree, at Nimes, which he reproduced in the 
Capitol at Richmond, Virginia. The pillars on the porch are Doric, the 
oldest and simplest of the orders of Greek architecture. The pediment 
over the pillars holds a large garland, suggestive of classic wreathes of 
victory. 

Over the main entrance door, obscured-to any but the most alert ob
server-by the charming rosettes in the door panels (were they meant to 
be Tudor roses?) is a ttiglyphical motif which appears, for one place, on 
the Parthenon frieze. A similar triglyphical design appears also over the ex
terior door of the o,apel of the Myers Park Baptist o,urch; a fact easily 
accounted for, since Walter Hook, son of the late archirect C. C. Hook who 
with John Nolan of Harvard Square, Boston, designed the original Myers 
Park campus buildings, designed both the Beik o,apel and the Myers 
Park Baptist o,urch Sanctuary. 

On the interior, the o,apel, which is '3 feet wide and 130 feet deep and 
which will seat no persons, is described by one word: Wedgewood. Cer
tainly the pilasters, which are modified Doric, stand out in cameo relief 
from a Williamsburg-blue wall. The inner frieze (as does the outer frieze), 
above a plain architrave, holds plain circles--a never-ending line used by 
the Babylonians about the year 2200 B.C. Yet the broken-triangle over the 
Altar, which is purely Italian renaissance in influence, is not a discordant 
note. 

The o,apel windows-being Colonial in design-1lCe of small panes of 
glass, tinred lavender. The lavender tint has a utilitarian purpose as well as 
esthetic. There is no glaring light in the inrerior of the o,apel. [The tinted 
window panes were used by the archireccs to simulate the oxidized glass in 
Colonial buildings.} 
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The exquisite balance and proportion-but above all else, the beauty and 
harmony of the whole--produces an entirely restful effeer. 

The dedication of the college Chapel on Sunday, June 4, 1950 at foue 
o'clock, was preceded by the laying of the cornerstone, which is situated 
in the south corner of the porch floor and which bears this inscription: 

INITIUM SAPIENTIAE TIMOR DOMINI 

ECCLESIA REGINAE COLLEGII 

ERECTA 

ANNO DOMINI MDCCCCL 

Within the cornerstone were placed these articles in a copper container: 
a statement of the Chapel gift; a biography of W. H. Belk; information 
about Dr. John M. Belk as fuenished by his daughters; names of Belk 
business associates; citation of Chapel gift from Who's Who in America 
1948-1949; brief histoty of Queens College, together with viewbook, 
catalog, handbook, etc.; a cuerent newspaper, programs of the 1950 Com
mencement exercises. Dr. Herhert V. Carson conducted the opening litany 
and offered the prayer for this part of the service. (Mr. George Dowdy, 
representing the associates of Mr. Belk, presented the keys; Dr. Blakley 
gave the dedicatory prayer; and the Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
read the statement of dedication.] 

The silver uens in Belk Chapel were presented by the Alumnae Asso
ciation in 1950 in honor of Mrs. Mary Irwin Belk, one of their dis
tinguished past-presidents and the wife of W. H. Belk. Later on, the 
silver communion ser and carpeting were presented by the Belk Store 
in Charlotte. The Bible used on the leerern was a gift from Rena 
Harrell and her sister Mary, and the offering plates were given by Mrs. 
Benjamin W. Brown. 

The King's Bible (R.H. p. 87) : 

Through the effott initiated by the present writer (natucally, this means 
Miss Harrell], which was greatly aided by his Excellency, Herschel V. 
Johnson, then Ambassador to Brazil, Mr. J . Roger Carter, Minister of 
Education from the British Embassy in Washingron, representing His 
Majesty, George VI of England, presented the Bible sent by the King to he 
used in the Chapel. ... (Miss Harrell did not mention that Herschel John
son grew up on Phifer Avenue within "hollering distance" of the Presby
terian College.] 

This highly treasueed gift, prominent in every service held in the Chapel, 
was the third which King George VI gave to chueches in the United 
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States; the first, being a Prayer Book, given in 1941 to St. John's OlUrch 
in Richmond, Virginia; the second, a Bihle with gold lettering on the front 
cover, to St. James Church (Franklin D. Roosevelt's) in Hyde Park, New 
York; the fourth gift of the late King was in the form of a silver cross 
and a pair of silver candlesticks presented to St. Alban's [Church], Wash
ington, D.C 

Miss Harrell gave the King's Bible tender loving care and always 
kept it wrapped in a large clean bath rowel locked in a chapel closer. 
This Bible is used on very special occasions. 

The Stultz Building (R.H. p. 89) : 

On December 10, 1947, Mr. and Mrs. W. Z Stultz of Charlotte gave a 
sum sufficient to erect the building which bears their name and which, in 
addition to reception room and a small auditorium, houses the laboratories 
of the Department of Home Economics, as well as the college guidance 
office .. .. [Miss Harrell wrote this in the 1950'S and Stultz now (1979) 
houses the department of education, the faculty lounge, and the Depart
ment of Public Safety.] 

later, at the death of Mr. Stultz on September 25, 1952, Queens College 
was one of five institutions to share in the distribution of his large estate. 
Over a period of some twenty years he had donated four scholarships an
nually to the college and was interesred in following the accomplishments 
of the students whose education he generously helped to finance. 

The Laura Tillett Building: In the early 1950'S one wing of a pro
posed Student Union Building was built with the idea of using it tem
porarily for much needed classroom space and faculty offices. For a 
number of years this building housed the English and Bible depart
ments; in 1958 it was named in honor of Miss Laura Tillett, a long
time faculty member of the English department. 

At the present time (1979) this building is in the process of being 
remodeled for student use so now, all those twenty-five or SO years 
after it was built, it will be used for its originally intended purpose. 

Summary of the Growth and Expansion that Took Place 
During Dr. Blakely's Eleven Years as President 

Dr. Blakely resigned in the spring of the academic year 1949-1950, 
and took a position as Secretary of the Committee on Higher Educa
tion in the General Assembly of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
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with headquarters in Richmond, Vitginia. After retiting from this p0-

sition he and Mrs. Blakely lived in St. Petersburg, Florida, where he 
died in August 1970. She now lives in Winter Park. 

An article in the Queens Blues in June 1950 summarizes the work 
that Dr. Blakely accomplished during his years at Queens as follows: 

Building of Belk Chapel; construction of a new heating plant; remodeling 
of the Science Building and construction of a new wing; provision for 32 
additional boarding students in Frazer Hall in 1944; construction of 
the first unit of the proposed Student Union Building, at present used for 
classrooms and faculty offices [this later became the Laura Tillett build
ing]; addition of a new reference room for the library [which, of course, 
refers to the library when it was upstairs in Burwell]. 

To add a personal note: John L. (Jack) Crist, Sr., on behalf of 
Southern Dyestuff Corporation, gave me a check for $5,000 to furnish 
a laboratory in memory of my husband Joe McEwen who, at the time 
of his death, was chief chemist at Sodyeco. I was SO excited that I threw 
both arms around Jack Crist's neck right before a lot of dignitaries. 

Other miscellaneous itnprovements are mentioned, among them 
being, "the remodeling and refurnishing of Burwell Hall and the dor
mitories; the erection of the statue of Diana; the establishment of the 
rose garden; and extensive landscaping on the campus." 

The Stultz building was not mentioned in this article, evidently 
because it was not completed and dedicated until November, 1951. 
Still quoting from the article in the Queens Blues: 

On the strictly academic side the following advances have been made: 
The Staff [this means Faculty] has increased from 45 to 57; revision of the 
entire curriculum on a divisional basis; reorganization of the personnel 
and guidance program; establishment of the Testing Bureau to serve the 
college and the community; development of the Department of the Home; 
institution of a program in Adult Education and Evening Oasses; doubling 
the book-stock of the library, with special emphasis on the reference collec
tion. Queens has been granted membership in the National Association of 
Colleges of Music. 

These are the more tangible and concrete benefits Dr. Blakely leaves 
to Queens College. It is inrpossible to list or to limit the effect of his per
sonality, character, and unHagging interest in students and faculty, his con
cern for the present and future welfare of the college, and his never-ending 
optimism. Evidence of all these was manifested in the shocked and surprised 
reception of the news of his resignation [in 1950]. 
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Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 74) writes of Dr. Blakely in this way: 

If one wished, one might write neady under, or after, Dr. Blakely's name: 
. . . Erskine College . . . Princeton ... Princeton Theological Seminary ... 
Princeton Theological Seminary Fellow at the U niversiry of Edinburgh 
... student, Oxford Universiry ... Universiry of Berlin ... Continning, the 
researcher would add three pastorates ... Staunton, Virginia where he was 
also Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Mary Baldwin College ... 
where he received the Algernon Sidney Sullivan Award by Mary Bald
win . .. Before going to Staunton he had held pastorates in Louisville, 
Kentucky and in Harrodsburgh, Kentucky. 

But one who knows, even quite well, this commanding personaliry in the 
educational and religious life of the Presbyterian Church, feels the difficulry 
of finding words with which to appraise, adequately, the constructive pro
gram which President Blakely set in order at the college. Somehow we 
have the feeling that there should be nOt only degrees after his name, 
but also adjectives such as bookman, lover of beauty, designer of long
view advancements and better facilities, dynamic executive, and scholar 
concerned with the improvement of instruction in his college. 

Another tribute to Hunter Blakely came from one of Charlone's 
leading citizens, the late David Ovens, member of the Board of Trus
tees. Mr. Ovens wrote the following personal note in a gift copy of his 
book [about Charlone] If This Be Treason: "To Dr. Hunter Blakely, 
the President who took Queens College, washed its face, gave it char
aceer, courage, and ambition and started it on its way to greatness. I 
was proud to stand by and see him do it. Sincerely, Dave Ovens. June 
1957·" 

Here is one of my own fond recollections of Dr. Blakely: After 
I had finished requirements for a Ph.D. in biochemistry in the Medical 
School of the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill, I stayed on 
for another year on a post-doccoral research fellowship. One day at the 
Medical School I was upstairs in a linle room all by myself engrossed 
in the G.!. tract of a very dead gentleman (who had been electrocuted 
in the State prison). I heard a gasp; when I looked up, there stood Dr. 
Blakely, dumbfounded, and in a horror-stricken tone of voice he 
exclaimed, "Mrs. McEwen. Is thas a man?" 
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Queens College 

1950 - 1953 

McAlister Carson, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
Becomes Acting President for the Year 1950-1951 

QUEENS College has been fortunate in the persons who have 
been available to take over as acting presidents in times of need: 
Miss Lily Long in I89I, Dr. Bridges in I9I6, Captain Anderson 

in I9I8, Me. Carson in I950, and later on, Mr. H. H. Everett in I953. 
McAlister Carson had ties with the college that went back a long 

way. His mother Sallie McAlister was an alumna, his wife Abigail 
Alexander was an alumna, and he had been Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees since I929. He had given of his time, energy, and personal 
resources over the years and everyone had confidence in his leadership 
and good judgment. Modestly, he said that his work the year that he 
was aaing president was made easy because of the fact that members 
of the administrative stalf (Deans Gordon Sweet and Thelma Albright 
and Mr. J. W. Thomson who was the business manager and treasurer) 
knew so much about the running of the college. Mildred Miscally was 
another sralf member who was of great help to Mr. Carson. 

David Ovens' Unrestricted Gift to Qtleens 

In December, I950, Mr. David Ovens must have had fun giving away 
money because each Sunday over a period of several weeks he an
nounced a large gift to a college. One of these gifts was $250,000 
to Queens. Quoting Miss Harrell (R. H. p. 93) "When in I95 I, 
Mr. Ovens was named Man of the South, the Reverend Jas. A. Jones 
said of him, 'He has given much money but the largest gift he has made 
is that of himself: " 

Mr. Ovens attached no strings to his gift and the trustees decided 
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to use it for a much needed faciliry which was necessary before 
Queens could hope for membership in the American Association of 
Universiry Women. Consequently, construction of the Ovens Physi
cal Education Building was begun in March of 1953. 

Mr. David Ovens was a most unusual man "whose Story is right 
out of the Horatio Alger book." (R.H. p. 93) He was a merchant 
and was general manager of Ivey's department store. Apparently, 
he gOt a great deal of pleasure from coming out to talk to the students 
in chapel every year. That was my only contact with him, but Thelma 
Albright knew him well and has written the following paragraphs 
about him: 

Recently, someone described David Ovens as "the Tart-Tongued 
Mr. Ovens," as indeed be was. But he possessed related qualities that made 
his particular brand of tartness an admirable trait. 

As a member of the Bnatd of Trustees from 1941-1957, he proved 
himself one of the best friends Queens College has ever had. His honesty 
frequently made him question business of the board. Not having a college 
education bimself, he recognized the value of a liberal arts program. He 
bad read every volume of Dickens' novels and could quote paragrapbs 
1Ierbatim. He was a devotee of James Barrie's prose, especially fond of 
quoting the last paragraph of Barrie's essay on Courage. 

His honesty plus his frankness and wit made a combination that en
gendered confidence among his friends ; his keen mind was quick to spot 
artificiality; his proven ability as a successful business man gave him stature 
as an advisor in the fiscal affairs of the college; with his humor, sometimes 
acerbic, he could cut through a wordy and prolonged discussion with a 
"Let's get on with it" and the agenda would move. 

Mr. Ovens gave generous support to Queens in other ways. He spon
sored, for years, the Queens College Sunday School Class which met in 
the Hut he built on the grounds of the Myers Park Presbyterian Church. 
His chapel programs at Queens were a delight-tart, wise, and stimulating. 
Indeed, the students loved and respected bim; on bis birthday, they show
ered him with greetings. When he was a guest in the dining room after 
board meetings, students wete eager to be his hostess. 

One morning early, the executive committee had a breakfast meeting 
at the college. When they left the dining room, they saw, to tbeir amaze
ment a morning edition of the Charlotte Obser1ler in Burwell Hall, with 
beadlines announcing, "Ovens Gives Quarter of a Million to Queens." 
I was going to my office when I saw Mr. Ovens standing in front of bis 
car. He beckoned with his usual gesture to come over and I did. He was 
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laughing and enjoying the moment of disclosure, "I guess I surprised 
those boys, didn't 1/" 

He was the first member of the board to donate a large cash gift to 
the college. This built the Ovens Gymnasium which was the most needed 
building at that time. A beautiful bronze sculptute, a bust of Mr. Ovens 
executed by Marjorie Daingerfield Lundean is in the gymnasium. In Bur
well Hall, Mr. Ovens' name is the second one on the framed list of out
standing patrons who have received the Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award. 
He proved himself as an outstanding example of Charlotte citizens who, 
throughout the years, faithfully supported Queens, enabling the college to 
survive through periods of hardship and depression. 

The day the Ovens bust was unveiled, piaures were taken of 
Mr. Ovens, Mrs. Lundean, and the bust. As the phorographer was 
ready to take the pictures, Mrs. Lundean said to Mr. Ovens, "I've done 
my best to make this bust look like you, and now will you try your 
best to look like it?" 

Charlton Coney Jernigan Becomes President in 195 I 

Up until this time all presidents of Queens had been Presbyterian 
ministers; however Dr. Jernigan carne with a purely academic back
ground. He had graduated from Duke University in I925 and was a 
member of Phi Beta Kappa. After obtaining an M.A. from Duke, he 
taught English at the University of Chicago while carrying a full 
schedule of work toward a doctorate. Changing his field to the classics, 
he returned to Duke on a university fellowship and received a Ph.D. in 
Greek in I935. For fourteen years he taught classics at the Woman's 
College of the University of North Carolina in Greensboro but came 
to Queens from Florida State University where he was currently 
chairman of the classics depanment. 

Miss Harrell says (R.H. p. 95) : 

... President Jernigan was not solely a classicist and a grammarian, 
though he was interested in philology. Nor had he lost the human touch 
in pursuing the concentrated research necessary for a doctorate. He was 
equally interested in young people and in proving that Greek philosophy 
has a cultural message for rwentieth-centuty men and women. His friend
liness and the warmth of his personality caused his student body to be de
voted to him and made for him a place in Charlotte as well as at Queens. 



Queem College 1950-1953 147 

Miss Harrell gave a word picture of Dr. Jernigan in very proper 
terms but I (and I am sure that this would be true of many other peo
pIe) remember him in a different light; not as "Dr. Jernigan, the 
president of the college," but as "Jerry Jernigan" who was a lot of fun. 
I well remember our first meeting. It was on a Saturday afternoon in 
the summer and the campus was deserted. I came out of the Science 
Building and was on the way to my car when a very casually dressed 
man, with no necktie, and two little boys appeared and the man 
started asking me questions about the college. I wondered why he was 
asking me so many questions but, being ever mindful of Queens Col
lege public relations, I was very pleasant and told him that I did not 
have time to show him around; but I pointed out the various buildings 
and told him to make himself at home on the campus. Imagine how I 
felt when I later met the new president, and he said that he already 
knew me. He had purposely come to Charlotte early so that he could 
talk with townspeople and find out what they thought about Queens 
before they knew who he was. 

Another personal reminiscence: One day I wrote him a note which 
said, "Sorry, I plumb forgot to come to faculty meeting." Here is his 
reply, typed on an index card, which I keep in one of my numerous 
scrap-books : 

May 21, 1952 

Re: PacullJ Meeling 
Dr. McEwen: 
I missed you with tears in my limpid blue eyes. 

c.e.}. 

His eyes were brown! 

Dr. Jernigan's office door was open at a certain time nearly every 
afternoon; when this door was open it was an invitation for faculty 
or students to drop in for a chat. I was sorry when the president's 
office was later moved so that a door did not open into the hall. 

Dr. Jernigan's Inauguration in March, 1952 

This inauguration was quite the most elegant and most formal event 
of its kind that Queens has ever had. We have already mentioned that 
Dr. Frazer never did have one and Dr. Blakely's had been very simple, 
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taking place on one day of a three-day commencement program in 
1940. When Jerry Jernigan saw the beautifully appointed tea table 
set up for his inaugural festivities his remark was, "Damned if we 
ain't elegant!" 

Dr. Jernigan's inauguration on March 28 and 29, 1952, began 
with a Friday night dinner for the 150 official representatives of 
colleges and learned societies that had accepted Queens' invitation. 
On Saturday, the inauguration took place in the morning with an ad
dress by Dr. Theodore H. Jack, president of Randolph Macon Wom
an's College. After Dr. Jernigan's inaugural address the benediction 
was pronounced by Dr. Frazer. (Dr. Frazer had offered the Frayer of 
Consecration at Dr. Blakely'S inauguration at which the speaker had 
been Dr. James Ross McCain, president of Agnes Scott College.) Fol
lowing the ceremonies there was a luncheon for the official represen
tatives at which Mrs. William Cannon presided; in the afternoon there 
was a reception honoring the new president and his wife, Margaret. 

Campm Improvements that Took Place in the Two Y ears 
that Dr. Jernigan IVas President 

One of the first remarks made by Dr. Jernigan when he came to 
Queens in the fall of 1951 was, "What this place needs is a good juke 
box." Miss Harrell has gone inro such detail on campus improvemenrs 
that were made while Dr. Jernigan was president that I shall quote 
the following pages from her history (R.H. pp. 9~7) : 

... The first of these improvements-to meet the need fot a student 
gathering place--was the new soda shop, most suitably named Diana's 
Den, in Morrison Hall. This large remodeled room in the basement, with 
modern theme in color and furnishing, was the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Hen
derson Belk, who wished to honor Mrs. Belk's mother, Mrs. H. H. 
Everett .... 

A second major improvement in 1952 was that of modernizing and re
decorating all the bath rooms in Lily Long Residence Hall and in Mildred 
Watkins Residence Hall, where the general arrangement is in suites. Two 
other instances of redecoration appeared suddenly. As a gesture combining 
benevolence and gratitude, the men in Dr. Jernigan's Sunday School Class 
of Trinity Presbyterian Church refurnished the Christian Association Hut 
where they themselves met each Sunday morning. With plenty of new 



Queem College 1950-1953 149 

chairs, the Hut lounge became much mote comfortable for the students 
who met there on Sunday evenings. Then, the day students, challenged and 
encouraged by the president, painted the interior of Blair Union them
selves. The installing, by college officials, of a launderette in the basement 
of Carson Hall may not have equalled other improvements in aesthetic 
value; but, none the less, it was a convenience gratefully received by 
the students. 

Around the 1952 holiday season there came the campaign for taising 
money to build the pool in the new physical education building. But there 
were so many other elements involved in the project--college spirit and 
enthusiasm, the telling of what opportunities for growth and development 
Queens makes available to her students, the presentation of the institu
tion's need as a situation in which the donor's friendship for the college 
was desired as much as his gifr (wherher large or small)-all these things 
made Webster's third definition of "episode" as "a set of events that stand 
our or apart from others as of particular moment" seem more descriptive 
of what happened than does the word "campaign." 

There is no written account of how the idea for the "Pool Project" origi
nated. In mid-November, as he sat at his office desk, Dr. Jernigan was 
thinking hard about how the wished-for-pool might be underwritten. 
Suddenly, it is said by a close friend of his, he had a startling and elec
trifying idea: Why nOt have each student raise his or her proportionare 
parr of the whole? On a smaller scale, he had seen srudents (quire on 
their own) raise the money, at an auction, for a television set. At this 
auction he had sold the shirt off his back. Would this, much larger, under
taking be possible? We quore from the February, 1953 issue of From the 
President's Desk: 

What would rhe studenrs do if ir were suggesred rhat they nOt wait 
for some good angel ro supply their pool, nOt sit in passive apathy 
expecting others to ptoduce a miracle? What would they do for their 
college if the president were to propose that they each go home at 
Christmas and collect small sums from many people? 

The president was scared; if the student body had little vision and small 
stature, he didn't want to know it. 

Dr. Jernigan talked to Alpha Kappa Gamma, the organization of 
outstanding student leaders on the campus. That group was too small 
for an undertalcing of such large scope. Then he talked with the Execu
tive Committee of the Board of Trustees, with some additional student 
leaders, and with Mr. David Ovens. They came up with the idea that 
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students would take buckets with QUEENS COLLEGE painted on 
the side in large letters, and over the holidays they would carry out a 
student campaign in their home towns for a "bucket of water for their 
swimming pooL" It was hoped that they might raise $50,000 in this 
endeavor, but Mr. Ovens said if they could come up with as much as 
$30,000 he would give the remaining $20,000. This idea was "sold" 
to the students by Dr. Jernigan at an assembly in Ninniss Auditorium; 
they left the building shouting and cheering. 

Again quoting Miss Harrell (R.H. pp. 98-102) : 

These buckets (for a donation) were carried to relatives, friends, neighbors, 
business and professional leaders in home towns far and near. Inexper ienced 
in campaign work, they were successful in raising some $30,000 and inci
dentally in building up an asset of good will for the college. From a psycho
logical standpoint even the timid were rewarded with a sense of achieve
ment; from an educational standpoint others learned salesmanship; and to 
everyone--faculty, students, alumnae, contributors, and friends-there 
came the sense of being knit in a close bond by the striving for a common 
cause, suddenly sensed as worthy of their beSt endeavor. A new-born love 
for Queens, as it were! A short while later President Jernigan wrOte in 
his same series of bulletins, From the President's Desk: 

Here is the true meaning of education--a leading out from narrow 
self-interest into a cooperative effort that is big enough to arouse en
thusiasm, develop initiative, and achieve results. 

In speaking to the students at his first chapel service on September 17, 
195 I, President Jernigan had said: 

The firSt job of your generation is to learn the wisdom of the past, 
to glory in human achievements, and to observe human mistakes .... 
Those who are truly educated have developed a strong sense of moral 
and spiritual responsibility, for growth intellectually and spiritually 
rests squarely upon your shoulders. You will learn that the world 
does not owe you a living, but that you owe to the world a finely 
developed mind, a carefully nurtured soul, and a gende heart that can 
be tolerant with prudence. 

Such a passage is not for one occasion or one hour alone, nor for one 
student body alone. It belongs with Ruskin's "hooks of all time." It is 
fortunate that it is so, since in less than two years from this date, suddenly 
and unbelievably-far too young to die-President Jernigan was dead [of 
a heart arrack]. He had spoken so often in the interest of Queens College, 
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for which he had tremendous enthusiasm, and had been so active in all 
phases of community and campus life that the deep silence of his office 
seemed incredible. 

Unbelievable indeed! I had taken him a bottle of sherry late that after
noon on July 22,1953, and he was so much better that the doctor had 
told him that he could take a walk on the campus the next day. When 
Gordon Sweet called me at 2:00 A.M. and told me that Dr. Jernigan 
had died it was indeed a shock. 

It! Taught You to Be Speakers of Words and Doers of Deeds" 

Here, I shall quote from an article published in the Bltte Quill (the 
college magazine at that time) which was written by Davy Jo Strib
ling Ridge, Class of 1954. This article carries a picture of Dr. Jernigan 
and is entitled, I Taught You To Be Speakers Of Words and Doers 
Of Deeds: 

1 suppose the first definition of a liberal education is to be found in 
Homer. The old gentleman, Phoenix, proud of his student, the hero-
Achilles, relates his system of liberal education when he says, "I taught 
you to be a speaker of words and a doer of deeds." 

This quotation from his inaugural address would well be what Dr. Jerni
gan would have said to Queens students had he known that he would leave 
us .... He left us with a vision for our college. He made us feel impottant 
in a world of United Nations and Atomic Energy Commissions. To him 
a liberal education would be necessary in tomorrow's world .... His last 
message to us [written to all students from the hospital] five days before 
his death, ended with the statement, "Let's pull tOgether ... . " He always 
had faith in us .... If it were possible for him to charge us as we go on 
without him, he would likely use another illustration from the classics. 
This time it might be from Virgil, who tells of Sibyl'S encouraging despon
dent Aeneas as he seeks his father when she says "Y u ne cede malis, sed 
contra audention non." (Yield not to adversity, but press on more bravely.) 

College Changes During the Short 
Presidency of Dr. Jernigan 

In an address delivered on September 25, 1956, at the opening of the 
Centennial Year of the College, President Walker said: 
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Charlton C. Jernigan was president of Queens College for twO years, 1951-
1953. The accomplishments during his two·year period were phenomenal. 
Two buildings were erecred. [The Ovens Physical Education Building and 
the Mary Irwin BeIk Residence Hall.] 

Many of the buildings on the campus were remodeled; but most important, 
a new spirir was born. That spirit was largely his. It pervaded the whole 
campus and the city of Charlotte. It was one of friendliness, of confidence 
in the future, and of determined hard work. The tragic loss in his death 
was so keenly felt by many of those present that it need not be described. 
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1953-1967 

H. H. Everett Serves as Acting President in 1953-1954 

I N December of 1952 McAlister Carson resigned as chairman of 
the Board of Trustees after serving in this capacity for twenty-five 

years. Just as Mr. Carson had become chairman shortly after he had 
been appointed to the board in 1927, so now Herschel Hill Everett, 
who had been appointed to the board only a month or so before, 
became chairman of the Board of Trustees and in the summer of 1953 
took over as acting president of the college. He often joked about being 
a college president without a college degree. 

In his centennial address in 1957 Dr. Edwin Walker said: 

For two periods of one year each, a chairman of the Board of Trustees 
served as acting president of the college. In each case this was done at a 
vety great personal sacrifice of business interests and other activities, but 
it was done effectively. The devotion and loyalty that prompted McAlister 
Carson and H. H. Everett to accept these responsibilities will not soon be 
forgotten. 

Mr. Everett was well known in Charlotte where he had lived since 
1922. His company had a chain of 88 motion picture theatres and 
other business interests in the Carolinas. He was president of the Char
lotte Chamber of Commerce during 1951-1952; he directed the pub
lic fund-raising for the building of Freedom Park; he was Charlotte's 
"Man of the Year" in 1952; and, at various times, he served on the 
boards of many civic, business, and religious organizations in the com
munity. He was a charrer member of Trinity Presbyterian Church 
where he had served as chairman of the Building Committee. 

Just as Dr. Jernigan had been thought of as "Jerty Jernigan," so 
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was Mr. Everett generally referred to as "Heck Everett." Students 
of that period will recall their song: 

Oh, Heck's our boy friend, 
I.a-de-ah-de-ah-da; 
Hey, Hey, We're here to say, 
Heck's our boy friend now. 

Etc. 

An article in the student literary magazine, The Blue Quill, while 
Mr. Everett was acting president, says: 

... Although one of the trustees has often jokingly commented that the 
college pays Mr. Everett exactly what he is worth-nothing [he had do
nated his time as president], Queens scudents feel that what he has done 
for the college during the year of his presidency cannot be repaid by any 
amount of money . 

. . . he became part of Queens so quickly that scudents even resent his 
being called "acting president." Queens scudents will always refer to the 
year 1953-1954 as the year that Mr. Everett was {>resident of the college. 

During the year 1953-1954 Queens was placed on the American 
Association of Universiry Women's approved list of members. Sarah 
Nooe worked long and hard on getting this recognition for the college. 
Also during this year cwo buildings had been completed and were dedi
cated. Of these occasions Miss Harrell says (R.H. pp. lo3a, 104) : 

The Mary Irwin Belk Residence Hall was dedicated on January 9,1954 ... . 
Mrs. Belk in a brief talk at the dedication ceremony asked her class of 
1901 to share the honor with her. The six members of her class who were 
present were: Mrs. Duncan Calder, Mrs. Robert Warts, Mrs. Joseph Steer, 
Mrs. B. J. Witherspoon, Mrs. James Renfrow, and Miss Ursula Blank
enship .. . . 

More than 500 Charlorreans and friends attended the dedication of 
the David Ovens Physical Education Building on March 7, 1954 . ... The 
dedication service was anended by cwo accompanying circumstances that 
were unfotgetably beautiful and that gave a kind of sacred benediction 
to the ceremony. The firSt was the streaming through the Assembly Room 
of golden sunlight from high windows; the effect was that of a diffused 
glow that heightened and intensified the hour. The second was the soft, 
clear rones, absolutely on pitch, of the College Choir under the direction 
of John Holliday, as it sang the twenry-third Psalm. The music had a ca
thedral-like melody seldom heard even from this well-trained group. 
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Mr. Ovens' presentation speech was characterized by modest under
statement and a homespun brand of humor .... 

On May 18, 1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower came to 
Charlotte to speak at a Twentieth of May Celebration. (For alumnae 
who are not Charlotteans, let it be repeated that the Mecklenburg 
Declaration of Independence was signed in the little log courthouse 
in the center of Independence Square on May 20,1775.) In Freedom 
Park twency Queens girls served box lunches to the official parcy. Pat 
Laird, president of the Student Body at that time, served the President 
and pinned a red carnation on his lapel. Quoting Miss Harrell 
(R.H. p. 161): 

... In her undetstandable confusion, she [pat Laird} says she served him 
both milk and iced tea. However, she has two treasurable items as sou
venirs; the paper napkin that he used and also an elegant personal letter 
from him. 

Dr. Edwin R. Walker Becomes President 

In March 1954, Edwin Ruthven Walker accepted the presidency 
of the college, a position he was to hold for the next eleven years. He 
was not unknown on the Queens campus because he was a friend of 
Dr. Jernigan, and in 1952 he had delivered the commencement ad
dress at the college. 

Although Dr. Walker came to Queens from Rollins College in 
Winter Park, Florida, he had made a national name for himself in 
educational circles as dean of Florida State Universicy. With such a 
background, he came to Queens with very definite ideas about under
graduate education in a liberal arts college. Dr. Walker firmly be
lieved in a method of teaching that he called a group tutorial. Quoting 
from the 1956-1957 cacalog: 

The Group Tutorial is the name chosen to designate a method and a set 
of teaching principles which are in process of development at Queens 
and seem peculiarly fitted to the needs and the opportunities of the small 
college. The basic idea is that teaching is not something that is done for 
the student nor something that is done 10 the student. Effective teaching 
is the guidance of the process of learning. The chief responsibilicy rests on 
the student. Stress is placed on individual endeavor; the student is guided 
to do creative work. It is assumed that standards of self-evaluation are even 
more important than the grading process. 
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Currimlum Changes 

For some ten years the Queens courses of study had been assigned 
to one of the five divisions and the required pattern of academic study 
had included courses from each. 

Now, workshops started up again: The first of these, in 1955, was 
a week spent at McAlister Carson's summer home in Black Mountain, 
North Carolina. (The water reservoir ran dry and all of the women 
descended on Thelma Albright's sister who lived in Black Mountain, 
with the plea, "Please, may we take a bath."); the second workshop 
was a week spent at a lodge in Cashiers Valley near the High Hampton 
Inn where some of the participants were housed; and the third work
shop was at Mr. Everett's summer cottage at Eagle Lake near Charlotte. 

Again, the curriculum committee met long hours and in 1955 
came up with a revised academic program: basic requirements, field 
of concentration, elective hours, and a new program of activity hOt"s, 

I have good reason for remembering activiry hours. When Dr. 
Walker, himself a good amateur photographer, first came to Queens, 
he called me into his office and announced that I was to sponsor a 
photography club on the campus. The faCt that I had no interest in 
photography and did not even have a camera mattered nOt at all. 
What Dr. Walker had envisioned as a little club of students using 
"Box Brownies" gradually evolved into an aCtiviry hour with a four
enlarger darkroom; and, to accommodate all students who wanted 
to take it, the course was offered on two afternoons of the week. There 
was also a hobby group at night made up of leading Charlotte ama
teurs having as its teacher one of the best professional photographers 
in the ciry. The men in this group had a wonderful time. The course 
was entitled "Advanced Portraiture" and many students ( including 
America's Junior Miss, Phyllis Whitenack) made beautiful models. 

We had fun . Students would go home and come back with their 
fathers' good cameras and some excellent pictures resulted. Finally, 
after several successful years, Dr. Walker called me in again and this 
time it was, "Out with photography. You are too expensive to be 
spending so much time in teaching an activiry hour." That was the 
end of my interest in photography. 

In 1965-1966 activiry hours were replaced by a straight physical 
education requirement, but the rest of the academic program remained 
without significant change until the year 1977-1978. 



Gifts Received by the College in 1955 

In the year 1955 Queens received four large gifts. The firSt of these, 
in April 1955, was an anonymous gifr of $50,000 to the library to be 
spent in the purchase of books in memory of the Reverend Archibald 
Alexander McGeachy, D.D. who had been chairman of the Board of 
Trustees from 19 I I until serious illness forced his resignation in 1926. 
Although Dr. McGeachy was inactive in 1927 and 1928, his name 
continued to be listed with the trustees until his death in 1928. 

A second gift, which was announced in December 1955, was a 
new pipe organ to be installed in Belk Chapel. This was a gift of the 
Belk family. 

Also in December 1955, there was a gift of $124,200 from the 
Ford Foundation with the stipulation that the money be used as an 
endowment for ten years, the income used to raise faculry salaries. 

Quoting Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 110): 

A fourth composite gift enabled the college to redecorate Ninniss Audi
torium in midwinter 1955. This improvement was made poss:ble by dona
tions from Dr. Monroe T. Gilmour as a memorial to his parents, the Rev
erend A. D. F. Gilmour and his wife, Elizabeth Monroe Taylor Gilmour; 
from Mrs. W. H. Wood in memory of ... Fanny Armistead Burwell 
Wood and Louisana Gibson Wood; from the class of 1953; and from 
the Lillian Keigwin Estate, Washington, D. C The redecoration was 
begun during the Christmas holidays and was completed in January 1956. 
The walls, window draperies and stage curtain (the gift of the Class of 
1953) were chosen in shades of blue. A terra-cotta colored stripe around 
the prolcenium provided the contrast. New auditorium seats [A gift from 
H. H. Everett) were installed and new aisle-carpeting was laid. The im
proved appearance was altogether pleasing and delightful. 

Patrons of the College 

The idea of a patrons' group for Queens originated with Dr. Charlton 
C. Jernigan before his untimely death in 1953. This project had been 
srrongly indorsed by members of the Board of Trustees and was carried 
out early in Dr. Walker's administration. 

Under the leadership of Mrs. H. Watson Stewarr (Travis Wylie, 
Class of (947), members of the Charlotte Chapter of rhe Queens 
College Alumnae Association secured eighty of rhe hoped-for two 
hundred patrons. Friends of the college could be designated as Patrons 
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of the College by making an annual contribution of one hundred dol
lars or more. Funds obtained from this group were used for college 
operating expenses unless otherwise assigned. 

Other patrons were obtained by administrative scaff and trustees. 
Space does not permit listing all of these over a span of years but in 
the centennial year of 1957 the patrons' list was made up of the fol
lowing persons: 

P AT RO NS 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Akers 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Akers 
Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Akers, Jr. 
The Rev. and Mrs. Chester Alexander 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Y. Alexander 
Mrs. Paul H. Allen 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Allison 
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Allison 
Mrs. Ann Stowe Anderson 
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Anderson 
Mrs. Robert C. Anderson 
Mrs. James R. Angell 
Mr. and Mrs. Leland G. Atkins 
Charles F. Barnhardt 
David Barnhardt 
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Barnhardt 
Mr. and Mrs. John J . Barnhardt 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Barnhardt 
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Barnhardt 
Mr. and Mrs. P. M. Bealer, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Henderson Belk 
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Belk 
John M. Belk 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Belk 
Mrs. W . H. Belk 
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie G. Berry 
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Bevis 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard R. Biggers 
Mrs. F. J. Blythe, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. H. 1. Bowers 
Dr. and Mrs. Wallace B. Bradford 
Dr. and Mrs. W. Z. Bradford 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred W . Bradshaw 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard V. Bray 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Brewer. Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. J . Herbert Bridges 
Mrs. S. O. Brookes 
Mr. and Mrs. Thornton H. Brooks 

Mr. and Mrs. W . Lester Brooks 
Mr. and Mrs. T. A. Browne 
Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Bucher 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur H. Burgess 
Mr. and Mrs. Wood W . Burns 
Business Women's Circle 

First Presbyterian Church 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

Mr. and Mrs. John C. Caldwell 
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Cannon 
Mr. and Mrs. Archie B. Carroll, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. McAlister Carson, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy T. Carswell 
Miss Carmen Carter 
Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Cathey 
Mr. and Mrs. W . R. Chappell 
Charlotte Alttusa Oub 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Chapter 

Queens College Alumnae 
Association 

Charlotte Mwic Club 
Mr. and Mrs. Roben L. Cherry 
David L. Chewning 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Choate, Jr. 
Me. and Mes. Morton L. Church 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin O. Clarkson 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman A. Cocke, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Cae 
Mr. and Mrs. Grady E. Cole, Sr. 
Colgate.Palmolive Company 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Connelly 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Priestly Conyers, Jr. 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Charlotte. North Carolina 
The Rev. and Mrs. Warner L. Hall 

Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Craig 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Creighton 
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Crist 



Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Crook 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell E. Crump 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry 1. Dalton 
Mr. and Mrs. Hunter Dalton, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Roben 1. Dalton, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley A. Daniel 
Miss Helen Darrone 
Mrs. Hallie Belk Daughtridge 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Donnell Davidson, Jr. 
Mrs. Walter H. Davidson 
Dickson Foundation, Inc. 
Rush S. Dickson Family Foundation, 

Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Rush S. Dickson 

Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Dillard 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Dowd, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Carey Dowd. III 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert R. Dowd 
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Dowdy 
Mr. and Mrs. Buell G. Duncan 
Dr. and Mrs. E. J. Dunning 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh M. Efird 
J. Ray Efird 
Joel E. Elcan 
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Erwin 
Esso Education Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex It.. DUfey 
Mr. and Mrs. H. H . Everett 
First Presbyterian Church 

BUIlingron, North Carolina 
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. H. Fiagerald 
Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Flintom 
The Ford Foundation 
Fourth Presbyterian Church 

Greenville, South Carolina 
The Rev. and Mrs. Alfred G. Taylor 

Mr. and Mrs. John G. Frazier 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. Gambrell 
Mr. and Mrs. Lion D . Garibaldi 
General Eleroic Company 
Mr. and Mrs. C. W . Gilchrist 
Dr. and Mrs. Monroe T. Gilmour 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert K. Glover 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. Glover 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Bolan Glover 
A. Lloyd Goode 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy L Goode 
Mr. and Mrs. George S. Goodyear 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Grier 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan G. Gullick 

Mr. and Mrs. E. Pat Hall 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Davidson Hall 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter D . Hampton 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Wallace Hanks 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur P. Harris, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Harris 
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Harris 
Mr. and Mrs. 1. Worth Harris 
Dr. and Mrs. V. K. Hart 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Hassell 
The Rev. and Mrs. Fred J. Hay 
Me. and Mrs. Forest G. Heath 
Mr. and Mrs. Torrence E. Hemby 
Mrs. Willis I. Henderson, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest 1. Hicks 
Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Hicks 
Dr. and Mrs. Edward R. Hipp 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin O. Hood 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin S. Horack 
Me. and Mrs. Alex R. Howard 
Mr. and Mrs. I. N. Howard 
Me. and Mrs. Philip F. Howerton 
Me. and Mrs. George M. Ivey, Sr. 
Me. and Mrs. Geor~e M. Ivey, Jr. 
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The Rev. and Mrs. James W. Jackson 
Dr. and Mrs. Julian E. Jacobs 
Jefferson Standard Broadcasting 

Company 
Jefferson Standard Foundation 
Jefferson Standard Life Insurance 

Company 
Mes. C. C. Jernigan 
Mrs. Curtis B. Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark P. Johnson 
Johnson Motor Lines 

Mr. and Mrs. M. E. Sheahan 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis M. Johnston 
Mrs. R. Horace Johnston 
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie E. Jones 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin L. Jones. Jr. 
The Rev. and Mrs. James A. Jones 
D . A. Jordan 
Mrs. E. L. Keesler 
Mr. and Mrs. Hampton B. Kellee 
Kendrick Brick and Tile Company 

Mr. and Mrs. G. L. Kendrick 
Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Jennings 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Kerr 
Mr. and Mrs. D. G. Kimbrell 
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Kimme1stiel 
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Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Kincey 
Mr. and Mrs. J. D. KluttZ 
Dr. and Mrs. F. L. Knight 
Ladies Bible Oass 

First Presbyterian Church 
Columbia, South Carolina 

Mrs. Sally C. Lambeth 
Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Lander 
The Rev. and Mrs. Edward G . Lilly 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Lowe 
Mr. and Mrs. L. A. McCall, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank McOeneghan 
Mr. and Mrs. David M. McConnell 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl G . McCraw 
Mr. and Mrs. H . l. McDougle 
Dr. and Mrs. Hamilton W . McKay 
~lr. and Mrs. Thomas S. McPheeters 
Mr. and Mrs. D . M. McSpadden 
Marion County Board of Education 

Marion, South Carolina 
Me. and Mrs. Iverson Graham 

Mr. and Mrs. Lex Marsh 
Me. and Mrs. CIemenc R. Marsball 
Mr. and Mrs. Hunter Marshall 
Mr. and Mrs. E. T . Martin 
Dr. and Mrs. Frank L Martin 
R. A. Mayer 
Mr. and Mrs. ]. B. Meacham 
Dr. and Mrs. William F. Medearis 
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner, and 

Beane Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Hart 

Mr. and Mrs. W . W. Miller, Jr. 
The Rev. and Mrs. Henry P. Mobley 
Mrs. Ben W . Moncgomery 
Mr. and Mrs. Wade A. Montgomery 
Me. and Mrs. Harvey W . Moore 
Me. and Mrs. T . F. Moore 
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Mulliss 
. Mr. and Mrs. L. G. Mumaw 
Me. and Mrs. Dennis E. Myers 
Mrs. C. E. Neisler 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Olin Nisbet, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacque B. Norman 
Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Norman, Jr. 
N orth Presbyterian Church 

Syracuse, New York 
The Rev. and Mrs. Russell Damatra 

Mr. and Mrs. Wiley S. Obenshain 
Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Odell, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H . O'Hair 
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Mr. and Mrs. David Ovens 
Dr. and Mrs. Olin W . Owen 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Norman Pease 
Dr. and Mrs. W . H . Pettus, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight L. Phillips 
Piedmont Club Foundation 
Presbyterian Hospital Auxiliary 

Charlotte, North Carolina 
The Presser Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Price 
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Puette 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Quattlebaum 
Queen Charlotte Chapter 

National Secretaries Association 
Queen City Coach Company 

Mr. and Mrs. 1. A. Love 
Hal]. Love 

Queens College Day Scudent Council 
Queens CoII.ge Faculty Wives Club 
QuOta Club of Charlotte 
Radio Corporation of America 
Radio Station WBT 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles H . Crutchfield 
Miss Eloise Rankin 
Miss Jessie Rankin 
W . I. Rankin 
Mr. and Mrs. George H. RobertS 
Dr. aDd ,Mrs. C. W. Robinson 
Mr. and Mrs . Ralph S. Robinson 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Robinson 
Dr. and Mrs. Otho B. Ross, Sr. 
Rotary International 

280th Disuict 
Dr. and Mrs. Paul W . Sanger 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Herman Saxon 
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon H. Scarborough 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter ScOtt, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. T. M. Sewell 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank O. Sherrill 
Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Shon, Sr . 
Mr. and Mrs. W. A. L. Sibley 
Dr. and Mrs. Henry L. Sloan 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Sloan 
Mr. and Mrs. G. laMar Smith 
W . Tom Smith 
Smyre Foundation, Inc. 

Mrs. Fred L. Smyre, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred L. Smyre, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. George C Snyder 
Southern Dairies, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell E. Tucker 



Mr. and Mrs. C. D . Spangler 
Dr. Thomas D. Sparrow 
Mr. and Mrs . Nat C. Speir 
Me. and Mrs. W . M. Spurrier 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Watson Stewart 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Sinclair Stewart 
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Stickley 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H . Stone 
Mrs. C. T. Stowe 
Mrs. S. P. Stowe 
Mr. and Mrs. S. P. Stowe, Jr. 
Me. and Mrs. C. P. Street 
Mr. and Mrs. ]. R. Sunman 
TV Station WBTV 
Mrs. John A. Tare, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Taylor 
Mr. and Mrs. William Mills Taylor 
Terrell Machine Company 

Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Terrell, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank R. Thies 
Me. and Mrs. R. E. Thigpen 

Mrs. Nancy Barnhardt Thomas 
Mrs. W . H. Twitty 
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United States Steel Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. D . E. Nolen 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip L. Van Every 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Vickers 
Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Wade 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin R. Walker 
Mr. and Mrs. J . M. Wallace 
Washburn Printng Company 

Me. and Mrs. N . W. Foust 
Mr. and Mrs. K. Martin Waters, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. E. C. White 
Mr. and Mrs. Earle Whitton 
Mr. and Mrs. Emil F. Willer 
Dr. and Mrs. Harry Winkler 
Women of the Church 

Mecklenburg Presbytery 
Women of the Church 

Synod of Alabama 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. Younts 

The Many Campus Changes During the Years 
that Dr. Wa/ker Was President 

The decade beginning in 1956 saw an expansion program that gave 
the campus the appearance that it has today (1979). The following 
buildings were added: 

Carol Hall (1957): This was the former Luther Snyder home 
which had been built in the 1920'S across from the campus on Queens 
Road and was purchased and given to Queens by Irwin Belk in honor 
of his wife, Carol Grocnes Belk. The building was a beautiful and 
very large home, and with few changes it has been used first as a dor
mitory and then (until 1978) to house rhe art department. In the fall 
of 1978 the art department was moved to the former Mildred War
kins Residence Hall which was remodeled for this purpose. Carol 
Hall is now used as the Center for Life Long Learning. A very lovely 
oil painting of Mrs. Belk now hangs in Burwell Hall. 

Irwin-McKay Infirmary (1958): This building was the gift of 
Thomas M. Belk and his wife, Katherine McKay Belk, honoring Dr. 
John R. Irwin (his grandfather), Dr. Hamilton McKay (her father), 
and Dr. Henderson Irwin (his uncle). It provides twelve hospital 
beds, rooms for consultations and treatment, and quarters for resident 
nurses. ,. ,. ,. .. ,. 
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Here, it is fitting ro comment on how much the Belk family has 
meant to Queens College over the years. Summing up the things that 
have been mentioned so far in this book we find: John Irwin was one 
of the trustees of the Charlotte Female Academy in 182 I; Margaret 
Henderson was a student at the Charlotte Female Institute during the 
presidency of Mr. Atkinson; Dr. John R. Irwin was a trustee of the 
Presbyterian College in the early years of this century. 

Mary Irwin Belk was the daughter of Dr. John R. and Margaret 
Henderson Irwin. She was a graduate of the Presbyterian College, and 
the wife of William Henry Belk. Mr. Belk was a trustee of Queens in 
the early Myers Park years. He, with his brother Dr. John M. Belk, 
founded the chain of Belk department stores. Mrs. Belk became a long
time Queens trustee later on. For a number of years, she donated regu
larly funds for a professorship honoring her father Dr. John R. Irwin. 

In 1950 the Belk Chapel was completed, having been given by 
the business associates of W. H. Belk in honor of Mr. Belk and Dr. 
John M. Belk. This was followed by: a soda shop on the ground Hoor 
of Morrison Hall which was the gift of Henderson and Ann Everett 
Belk in honor of Mrs. H. H. Everett; the Mary Irwin Belk Residence 
Hall in 1954 given by Mrs. Belk's sons and her daughter, Sarah Belk 
Gambrell, in honor of their mother; Carol Hall in 1954 given by 
Irwin Belk honoring his wife Carol Gromes Belk; and Irwin-McKay 
Infirmary (1958) given by Thomas M. Belk and his wife Katherine 
McKay Belk. 

In addition to buildings, there have been many other important 
gifts among which were the pipe organ in Belk Chapel, recreational 
properry on Lake Norman, and scholarships. The Carol G. Belk Schol
arship Fund has assisted more than sixry-five students to attend Queens. 
Interior redecoration and even such things as new choir robes and the 
silver communion set have also been Belk gifts. Irwin Belk has been 
particularly active in his support of the college as a trustee over a long 
period of years. 

• .. *' .. *' 
Everett Library (1960): Miss Harrell retired before the Everett 

Library was built but here is her description of it "(R.H. pp. lI2d 
and 112e): 

Situated at a centrally-located spot with reference to dormitOry halls and 
other college buildings, the Everett Library building measures 140 feet by 



80 feet. Its exterior design is contemporary, with which the large Lewan
dowski mosaic has an harmonious and complementary relationship. In
deed, the artist chose his basic red and red·brown color tones from the earth 
around the building and from the brick of adjacent campus structures. 
The interior modular plan of construction was selected because of these 
advantages: first, it permits the readers to have quick and direct access to 
the book collections; second, it permits a great flexibility in arrangemenr 
of book'shelving; third, it permits the operation of the library with a min
imum of library personnel. 

The book collection at the present time (1960) numbers 45,000 volumes. 
But the building will permit the expansion of the library to 200,000 vol
umes without any building alterations and at a cost of additional stacks 
only. 

In appreciation of the dynamic leadership, the sacrificial contribution of 
time and effort, and the intense loyalty of their chairman, the Board of 
Trustees of Queens College has honored Herschell Hill Everett and his 
wife, Cornelia Nisbet Everett, in naming this new library building for 
them. 

I am sure that Miss Harrell would be proud if she could see the 
Rena Chambers Harrell Special Collections Room in the library today 
(1979). An oil painting of Miss Harrell (a gift from the class of 
1928 at their fiftieth reunion) looks down from one wall, and it is 
impossible to use this room without thinking of her. 

Mrs. Otho Ross, an alumna of the college, gave co Queens a valu
able collection of color prints of madonnas. These prints, now in 
Everett Library, were collected by Mrs. Ross when she and her hus
band made numerous trips co Europe. 

Harris Hall (1960): Miss Harrell says that the district engineer 
of the Federal Housing Authority has referred CO this building as an 
example of excellent construction, beauty, and economy. This resi
dence hall was named in honor of James J. Harris, a long-time mem
ber of the Board of Trustees, and his wife, Angelia Morrison Harris. 
These former neighbors of the college have long been friends, sup
porters, and benefactors. 

By this time, the back campus was very different from the way 
that it had once been. Miss Harrell (R.H. p. II2e) describes it in 
this way: 

Even as late as the 1940'S Queens College students, using the traditional 
phrase of Cambridge University students, might-<orrectly-have re-
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ferred to this wooded area as "the Backs." There is still some greenery 
left, bur upwards of ten new buildings stand where fine trees once 
stood . ... 

This seems to be as good a place as any to tell another story on 
Miss Harrell. As one who did not know her might suspeCt from the 
above paragraph, Rena was an Anglophile of the first order. After her 
first six-weeks trip to England, where she said that she instantly felt 
at home, she came back with an acquired very British accent. On this 
trip Miss Harrell and several companions had dinner at an inn and 
ordered roast beef. The waiter suggested the typical ale to accompany 
the beef and all members of the group accepted his suggestion. The 
next evening at a different inn Miss Harrell again ordered roast beef 
and ale. The waiter explained that ale was not available because this 
inn was operated by a temperance group. At this point Miss Harrell 
replied, "But I always have ale with my roast beef." When the waiter 
left the table, one of her friends said, "Rena Harrell, you never had 
ale in your life until last night." 

Queens students showed their appreciation and affection for Miss 
Harrell in the year of the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. Initiated 
by Alpha Kappa Gamma, the campus leadership fraternity at that 
time, students, alumnae, and friends raised a fund to send her to 
London for the event. She had a wonderful time and when she came 
home she said that she felt so much safer and at home in London than 
she did in New York. 

The Dana Building (1961): This building was the gift of Charles 
A. Dana of New York City. Me. Dana was a philanthropist who was 
a benefactor of Queens and a number of other colleges. All of the 
students loved Mr. Dana and his occasional visits to the campus were 
very special events for them. Each year he received a portfolio contain
ing pictures and records of each girl who was a recipient of a pres
tigious Dana Scholarship. 

Classrooms in the Dana Building were designed for the group 
tutorial and each classroom also serves as a faculty office. There are 
eighteen of these office-classrooms, two good-sized lecture rooms, and 
an assembly hall. 

Wallace Residence Hall (1962) : This dormitory houses 108 stu
dents and honors Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Wallace and family. Mrs. Wallace 
was an alumna and J. Mason Wallace, Jr. was a college trustee for 
many years. 



Jernigan Student Center (1914, remodeled in 1963): This struc
ture was the original Music Building, later (from 1924 to 1963) 
called the Ninniss Music Building. Although from the outside the 
present building appears unchanged, it was completely rebuilt in the 
interior and re-n~med for Dr. C. C. Jernigan. It now houses the post 
office, snack bar, lounges, and offices for student government and stu
dent publications. The interior of this building was completely differ
ent and its use was also different so the name Ninniss Music Building 
was no longer appropriate. 

Albright Residence Hall (1964): This dormitory which houses 
142 students is named in honor of Miss Thelma Albright, fotmerly 
dean of students for a period of seventeen years and a long-tinte faculry 
member at Queens. 

Of all the "modern" buildings on the campus, I like the architec
cure of this one best and I have asked T. A. co write a description of it: 

When the president'S house and garden were demolished to make room 
for needed dormitory space, many regrets were heard, especially from 
faculty and upper cJassmen. There were dear memories of the Sunday 
night Chrisrmas parries, the beautiful luncheons given in the garden dur
ing senior week; and those more numerous luncheons for faculty and staff 
given by the president'S wife, frequently assisted by the wives of the mem
bers of the Board of Trustees. 

It was therefore with some sorrow that this happy landmark gave way to 
progress. The residence hall of red brick, architecturally of modern de
sign, planned to accommodate one hundred and forty scudents, did not 
for a long time elicit enthusiasm; bur as the design took shape, the doubt
ers began to be more supportive of the design of the new building. It is 
constructed around a courtyard, beautifully landscaped with Japanese elm 
trees, rocks, pebbled paths, and stone seats. Every room has an outside 
exposure. Most of the large trees around the building, fortunately, were 
spared, softening the appearance of the new red brick. 

The interior, modern in appointments, has a reception desk, a large com
forrable lounge for visitors, and a co=odious aparrment for the house 
counselor. 

In August, 1964 when I returned to the campus, I was called to the office 
of the dean of the college for a routine conference, I supposed. Dean Babb 
said, after the preliminary remarks: "Dr. Walker wants to see you." When 
he came in, he greeted me warmly. Then, without further ado, he an
nounced: "The Board of Trustees has authorized me to inform you that 
the new residence hall is to be named in your honor." 
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I am usually loquacious, but, for once in my life, I was left speechless. 
Thus, Albright Hall became the official name for the new dormitory. 

When my father, a Methodist minister, heard of his daughter's honor, he 
paused. Accustomed as he was to the financial troubles of churches, he 
cautiously asked, "Is it paid for? " 

This is the place for me to add two remarks of my own. What T. A. 
didn't put in about Albright was that all the bathrooms had one-way 
glass so that one could see o"t but no one could see in. It was reported 
that, by mistake, all of the one-way glass was put in backwards and 
had to be taken out and put in again. 

My other remark: T. A. was at least told that a building was being 
named for her. Dr. Walker forgot to tell me when they put my name 
on the old Science Building. I didn't know anything about it until he 
announced it in faculty meeting. My reaction was: "I am getting too 
old for such shocks." 

The William H. Barnhardt Residence Hall (1965) : This building 
honors Mr. and Mrs. William H. Barnhardt. Mr. Barnhardt was a 
member of the Board of Trustees for many years where he rendered 
invaluable service as a member of the Finance Committee. 

The E. H. Little Fine Arts Center (1966): This building contains 
the Suzanne Trezevant Little Recital Hall, the Charles A. Dana Audi
torium, studios, practice rooms, and classrooms for music and drama. 
Convocations, concerts, recitals, plays, and lectures are scheduled in 
the auditorium, which seats 1,000. Major donors of this facility were 
E. H. Little and Charles A. Dana. A plaque tells that the original music 
building on the campus was the Ninniss Music Building. 

The lobby now houses and periodically displays an art collection 
which was a gift from Don Farquharson in 1972. The Bernice H. 
Farquharson Memorial Collection consists of twenty prints by ten 
American and ten French artists. Also there is a still life by George 
Shealy, given by the faculty wives in memory of Bernice Farquharson. 

The Walker Science Building (1966): The Walker Science Build
ing with its laboratories, classrooms, and research facilities for biology, 
chemistty and physics, is named for Dr. and Mrs. Edwin R. Walker. 
One plaque in the entrance hall states that the original science build
ing was named for President Atkinson; another tells that the organic 
laboratoty in the original building was given by the Southern Dyestuff 
Corporation in memoty of Joseph L McEwen. 



McEwen Hall (1914-remodeled in 1967): This was one of the 
original five buildings on the Myers Park campus and was generally 
referred to as the Science Building although in 1924 it had been named 
the Atkinson Memorial Science Building. When all of the sciences 
moved into the new Walker Science Building in the fall of 1966, this 
building was completely remodeled to provide twenty classrooms 
and a number of faculty offices; it had been partially remodeled in 
1948 and the large wing had been added to the back of the building 
at that time. 

The campus includes buildings which have not yet been men
tioned: the sorority lodges, the power plant, and the maintenance 
shops. The college also owns several handsome residences. One of 
these on Selwyn Avenue is occupied by the president of the college; 
another on Selwyn is the home of the dean of students; and one on 
Radcliffe Avenue is for the dean of the college. 

Other Changes While Dr. Walker Was President 

In 1958 Dean Gordon Sweet left Queens to become executive sec
retary of the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
(In 1949 Dean Godard had left Queens to fill this same position.) 
Thelma Albright retired after seventeen years as dean of students, to 
teach again in the English department. At this time Dr. Curtis Larson 
became dean of the college and Mrs. Ann Gebhardt was appointed 
dean of students. 

By 1965, although buildings were the most obvious changes that 
had taken place on the Queens campus since 1954, great emphasis had 
been put on the academic program and faculty. In 1965 faculty sal
aries were three times what they had been in 1954 and Queens was 
able to retain good people and build up a stable faculty. 

The operating budget grew from $494,000 in 1954 to $2,055,000 
in 1964; the endowment rose from $673,648 to $3,525,000; the 
value of the physical plant climbed from $2,030,000 to $8,713,000 
(much of this on borrowed money) ; and student entollment increased 
from 400 to 850. 

Dr. Walker Becomes Chancellor 

In August of 1965 Dr. Walker and the Board of Trustees realized that 
the responsibilities of the president as formerly defined were too 
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much for one man. At his own request, Dr. Walker took the title of 
Chancellor and Acting President. Then, a search for a new president 
was begun. 

Life at Queens in the Mid-1960's 

So far, I have talked about buildings in the 1960's but have said little 
about the faculty and students who inhabited these buildings and the 
happenings that occurred on the campus. If I made an attempt to cover 
eleven years in detail, this histoty would be far too long so I am going 
to concentrate on the mid-sixties-the academic year 1965-1966. 

Lyndon Johnson was president and was "tussling with Viet Nam, 
poverty, and federal aid to education." Queens had 850 students and 
69 faculty members. H. H. Everett was chairman of the Board of 
Trustees; Dr. Walker had been made chancellor, and a search for a 
new president was just beginning. Herbert Babb was dean of the 
college, Ann Gebhardt was dean of students, Don Farquharson was 
treasurer, and George Kilner was business manager. Cindy Wirwille 
was president of the student body. 

When one considers that juSt five years before this tinae Queens 
had had apptoximately 475 students and 43 faculty members, it is 
obvious that some changes had taken place on the campus. On the 
whole, faculty members were younger although there remained a core 
of more experienced persons. The policy of the college was to have a 
stable gtoup of ptofessors and associate ptofessors with a younger gtoUp 
of assistant professors and instructors who might leave after a few 
years and complete their doctorates. If one studies the make-up of the 
faculty at this tinae, it is interesting to see that many members are not 
just from the South and that some have had entiching teaching ex
perience in other countries. As a result, there was a "world awareness" 
in almost every department of the college. 

Some of the members of the faculty in the 1960'S who contributed 
greatly to this world awareness but who are now (1979) no longer 
connected with the college were: 

Dr. William Beidler: He was a most interesting character. Charles 
Hadley is the one who can tell good tales on Bill Beidler-such as 
the time Bill invited him to go up to his cottage at Jonas Ridge, and 
Charles found that he (Charles) was to carry the ashes of a member 
of Bill's family in a shoe box on his lap. 



For two years prior to coming to Queens in 1950, Bill was a Ful
bright scholar in India and a Fellow at Osmania University. He served 
as advisory editor of the Indian Journal of Philosophical Studies. Not 
only was he a popular and demanding teacher, but he was prominent 
in community affairs. As a Quaker, he attended the Friends Meeting 
regularly; he spoke before groups on a variety of subjects pertaining 
to Indian affairs, and was an ardent advocate of peace. His leaving 
Queens and going to a neighboring Quaker college is understandable. 

Dr. Edward W. Pohlman: A charming and valuable member of 
the academic community was Dr. Edward Pohlman. He was intensely 
interested in status of women and his course, Women in Society, 
was one of the mOSt popular offerings in the department of sociology. 
Before coming to Queens, in addition to long teaching experience, he 
was executive director of the United States Educational Foundation 
in Pakistan, having had some sixteen years of experience there. 
For several years he was associated with the Travel-Study Abroad pro
gram offered by Queens. His death in 1970 was a great loss to the 
college and to the city of Charlotte. 

Roberta T. S. Chalmers: Mrs. Chalmers, whose husband was 
president of Kenyon College for twenty years until his death in 1956, 
came to Queens in 1959. She had achieved much recognition through 
the publication of her poetry. She was a graduate of Mt. Holyoke, Rad
cliffe College, and Oxford University. She came to Queens from Wel
lesley College where she was a member of the department of English. 
At Queens she was a most effective instructor in the field of creative 
writing, and she was popular with her students and colleagues. In 
1963 she was presented with the distinguished teaching award. Mrs. 
Chalmers remained at Queens until she retired in 1970. In 1975 she 
was honored by the college when she was given the Algernon Sydney 
Sullivan Award. At the present time she is living in her home in Wel
lesley, Massachusetts. 

Elizabeth C. Cumming: Mrs. Cumming, the wife of Dr. William 
P. Cumming, chairman of the department of English at Davidson, 
taught at Queens from 1954-1963, when she left to accompany her 
husband to India where they both taught for one year. After she and 
her husband returned, she assisted in the program of continuing edu
cation giving lectures at Queens in the Alumnae, Books, and Coffee 
series. Most of her time now is spent in traveling with Dr. Cumming 
and assisting him in research and writing; much of the work is done in 
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England in the field of cartography. Betty Cwnming was a graduate of 
Smith College and had both A.B. and M.A. degrees from Oxford Uni
versity. Before her marriage to Dr. Cwnming she had taught at Smith. 

Sarah McKee Nooe, a long-time member of the biology depart
ment (1934-1965) was a faculty member who travelled widely. 
She could have had a dozen Ph.D.'s if she had concentrated her grad
uate and research work in one place instead of roruning all over the 
world to study plants and birds. After her retirement in 1965 she 
spent a year teaching at Woman's Christian College in Madras, India 
and even until now, 1979, she continues to travel widely. One of her 
main interests at Queens, in addition to overseeing the planting on 
the campus, was the beautiful Wing Haven Garden of the Edwin O. 
Clarkson's which she often visited for field trips with her classes. She 
serves on the Board of Directors of the Wing Haven Foundation. 
Miss Nooe retired in 1965, and Queens gave her a doctor of science 
degree in 1976. 

When Sarah Nooe taught in India she was an exchange professor. 
Interesting visiting professors from India who joined the Queens facul
ty to teach for one semester each in 1965-1966 were Dr. Eva I. 
Ships tone of Lucknow, India, in psychology and Mrs. Aley Thomas 
Phillip in history. Dr. Shipstone, at the time of her residence with us, 
was principal of Isabella Thoburn College in Lucknow. She was edu
cated in India and in the United States where she received her doc
torate from Radcliffe and Harvard. Queens gave her a doctor of 
science degree in 1966. 

In 1967-68 Urmilla Daniels from Agra, India, taught in the bi
ology department and in 1968-69 Una Lakshman from Maharani's 
College for Women in Mysore, India, was a teacher in the Queens de
partment of sociology. 

Other professors who added variety to the academic climate while 
they were at Queens in the 1960's included Dr. Harold ]. Hwnm 
and Philip Moose. Dr. Humm, a widely recognized authority in the 
field of marine biology, came to Queens from Duke University. Prior 
to his stay at Duke, he had been a dir~ctor of the oceanographic insti
tute of Florida State University. He stayed at Queens for two years 
(1965-1967). The art work of Philip Moose had won a Pulitzer 
prize, three Tiffany awards, and had won for him a Fulbright Scholar
ship. After eleven years at Queens (1956-1967) Philip Moose estab-



Carol Hall . Once the Luther Snyder residence on Queens Road across the 
Sfreet from the college, this lo\·dy building was given to the college by Irwin 
Belk in honor of his wife Carol. For some )'e:lrs Carol Hall housed the art 
department; but after :lft was moved to Watkins Hall, C:lrol Hall became 
(in 1979-1980) the home of the Institute of Lifelong Learning. 

Irwin Bdk 
Advisory Trustee , g6~-1g63 

Boa rd of Trustees since ' 9<>3 

Carol Grames Bdk 



Newly engaged students ntdI the president" 
of plans for their marriages. 

Graduating Class of the Centennial Year 1957. 



Stunt Night 1959-1960. 

Students from Abroad. Emi lie An
derson Cumming ( 1961), Veronica 
Ch ing.Fong Chow (1959) who is 
now Dr. Veronica Chow Wang, 
and Shu Mei W:tng Chen (student 
195B-1gG l). Vickie and Shu Mei 
were from Jap:tn. After Emilie mar
ried, she and her husband lived in 
India for a number of ye:trs. 

Amy Ching Sum (sllident 1949). Amy 
was brought to Queens from China 
by the Queens Student Body and 
Myers Park Presby terian Church. She 
was graduated from the Presbyterian 
Hospital School of Nursing, then 
comple ted graduate work in Phil. 
adelphia. She and her family now 
live near \Vilmington, Delaware. 



Mr. and Mrs. H . H . Ev(:r(:tt . These portraits hang in Everett Li brary. 

E verctt Libnry. 



Harris Hall. Harris Residence 
Hall is nallled in honor of 
Jamcs J. and Angdia Morri. 
son Harris. Mr. Harris has 
been a member of the Boord 
of Trustees since 1941. 

Irwin·McKay Infirmary. Dr. Doug. 
las Glasgow, college physician, Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas M. Bdk, donors, 
and Dr. Hamilton \V. McKay in 
front of the Irwin.McKay Infirmary; 
it was presented in 1959. The build. 
ing was named for Tom Bdk's 
grandfather, Dr. John R. Irwin, and 
Katherine Bdk's father, Dr. Hamil· 
ton \V. McKay. 

Albright Residence Hall . Con. 
structed in 1964 on the si te of 
the former President' s House 
and named in honor of Thelma 
Albright. 



Edwin R. Walker and Charles A. Dana. This picture was made May 
I .!, 1959, which was the day that Mr. Dana ga\·c the college 360,000. 

Airplane View of the c:1mpus circa 1965. Note that the ' Valker Science 
Building and the Fine Arts Center :u e under construction. Several of 
the original sorority houses were moved ncar the power plant and 
used by the maintenance department. 



Reception in Burwell John and Cornelia Smylie with back vicws of Don 
Farquharson, Sarah Nooc, and Mildred McEwen. 

Dr. John E. Smylie and E. H. Littlc. Dr. Smylie is holding" por. 
trait of Mr. Little's wife Suz.anne T rezeva nt Little, for whom the 
recital hall in the Fine Arts Center is na med. 



Charles A. Dana Auditorium in the E. H . Little Fine Am Center. 
T his photograph was made at a Parents \Vcekend. 

Barnhardt Residence HaJJ. T his large building on the corner of \Vcl lc:slc:y and Selwyn 
Avenues was named in honor of Mr. and Mrs. William 1-1 . Ba rnhardt He W .15 a mcm· 
ber of the Board of Trustees from 1950-1977. 



Chemistry Laboratory in the 
Walker Science Building. The 
student is Dec Stancil (Class 
of 19(i7). now Melody St:lO. 
ci l, M.D. 

Dr. Alfred O. Canon's Inauguration. Dr. Canon and BellY gree ti ng guests at 
his inaugural reception. 



. 
i . --

Dr. ~orgdlc: (Pett) Thomas, Dr. Ethel Abf:mclhy, and Dr. lama White. 
Dr. Alx:rncthy is proud of these two psychologists who arc Queens graduates. 
This picture WaS made in 1972. 

Internship. Marie Floyd and classmates duri ng in te rnshi p in the Crime L.1b
oratory or the Ch:ulollc Police Dcp:uullcnt. The students with " Reedit" 
arc Kath), RCKlgers, C1rolyn Hoskins, :md Lu Penny I-byes. 



President Billy O. Wirenun and :l. student on the steps of Sdk Chapel. 



Billy and Katie Wireman at home. 

Dr. Cynthia H . T yson 
Vice-president in charge of Academic Affairs 

and Dean of lhe College. 
Queens College 1!)6g-

Dr. Joseph B. Man.in 
Vice-prcsitlcnl fur !)cvdopment 

and College Rda ti ons 
Queens College 19i8-'9Ho 



Alumnae Pledge. Billy Wireman, Katie \Vireman, Joe Gritr, Ikverly Altman (Class 
of 1968), Bill Ltc, and Mary Jac Vaughan Chambc:rs (CI:lSS of 1961) in 19i8 whtn the 
alumnae pledged over a million dolla rs to the New Horizons Fund. 

The Alumnae Board 1979. Ann Strickland Schrader, '965; Mary Jac Vaughan Cham
bers, ,gGl; C.1Tol \ Volford Mcsrobian, 195 1; L'lll:l Marshall Gribble. '9.P; and Sally 
O'Rourke Morris, 1966. 



Edwin L . Jones Lucille Finch Jones (Mrs. Edwin L.) 
Class of J 96 J 

Jones Presidential Scholarships. Dr. Joseph Martin with Founders' Medal that was 
presented to Lucille F. Jones. These: seven SlUcJCIllS were the first recipients of the 
Jones Presidential Scholarships. 



Platform Group at Smylie Inauguration. H. H. Ever
ctt; Dr. Ja mes E. Fogartic; Dr. James L. McCord, 
guest speakcr; The Reverend Fred V. Poag; and Clar
ence P. Strcet. "Cabbie" Street was on the Board of 
Trustees from 1950-19i6 and was chairman '971-
19i5. He has becn an advisory trustee since 1976. 

Joseph W. (Joc:) Grier, Jr. 
Trustee 1¢9-

Chairman 1975-

Board of Truste~, Fall Meeting 1978. First row: Mrs. H. Perrin Ander
son, Mrs. John Newton, Mrs. J. W. Fcighner, Mrs. Asa Stallworth, Jr., 
Julia Elizabeth Garraway, Mrs. James K. BaHen, Mrs. H. Bradford Hun
ter, and Mrs. Michael Myers. 

Second row: Col. J. N. Pease, A. Harry Burgess, The Rcv. \Vilkes D. 
Mac:llI ley, The Rev, Robert E. Burns III , H. L. (Jack) Ruth, John H . 
Robison, Jr., and Joseph \V. Grier, Jr., chai rman. 

Top row: Irwin Uelk, A. Ward McKeithan, C. P. Street, Mrs. C. 
Carswell Hughs, The Re\, . Warrell B. Caw, John S. \\Talker, Charl es 
Trexler, and The Re\,. James A. N isbet. 



William H. Barnhardt 
Board of Truslccs 1950- 1977 

Colonel J. Norman Pe3se 
Ad,'isory Trustee I!)<J:.!-

George W. Dowdy 
Board of Trustees ' 953-1976 

J. Mason Wallacc, Jr. 
Boord of Trustees 1963-1976 



lished his studio at Blowing Rock, North Carolina, where he now 
lives and paints. 

Student publications give us a record of campus life and items from 
the Coronet of 1966, and all available copies of Queens Current of 
the 1960's have brought back to mind some of the happenings of this 
decade. In this Coronet we see that Charlotte had a big snow that 
winter; the Walker Science Building was under construction; "Opera
tion Mail Call" was set up on the front campus with booths labelled 
Army and Air Force (surely Navy must have been there too, but it 
did not show in the picture) in which to deposit letters to pen·pals in 
Viet Nam. This volume of the Coronet is dedicated to George and 
Joyce Shealy, one of our few faculty romances. (Gordon and Ann 
Sweet had been our faculty romance during World War II days.) 
There is a picture of "Faculty Coffee" where Mildred Miscally is pour
ing, using our elegant silver coffee and tea service. Dr. Walker is talk
ing to Thelma Albright, and I can not decide whether T. A. looks 
thoughtful or far away. 

A picture of Dr. Walker evidendy taken at "Telling the President" 
shows him laughing. This is a good place to tell a tale on Dr. Walker 
that is told by Ann Strickland (Schrader), I965 , who is now president 
of the Alumnae Association. Dr. Walker had a habit of punctuating 
his sentences by clearing his throat. Ann said that when he talked 
in chapel the students had determined that thirty "Har-rumps" later, 
his talk would be finished. There is a lovely picture of Ann Gebhardt 
looking out of a window through which the sun is streaming and 
another which reminded me that the saddle shoes of the forties had 
changed to the loafers of the sixties. 

In this I966 Coronet under activities we note dances (How 
Queens has changed since Dr. Frazer's "movement in the gym!"); 
Dolphin Club practices; the Concert and Lecture Series in which a 
talk by Dr. Anne Firor Scott on "The American Women-The Un
finished Revolution" aroused much interest; the Queens College 
Concert Choir toured Kentucky, Tennessee, West Virginia, Ohio, 
and North Carolina; basketball, tennis, volleyball, golf, and swim
ming were the main student sports; C,,"ent received a first class honor 
rating from the Associated Collegiate press, a "first" for the college 
newspaper; there are departmental clubs with this being the first year 
for a ski club which sponsored five North Carolina mountain ski 
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trips and, during spring vacation, it sponsored a trip to Mount Snow, 
Vermont. There was a freshman mixer with Davidson, with dates 
matched by IBM computer; Flatt and Scruggs (blue-grass musicians) 
performed at the Christmas dance; a Mistletoe Ball was held this year 
and the traditional May Day dance was continued; the Social Standards 
Committee nominated candidates for Glamour Magazine's "Best 
Dressed College Woman"; Panhellenic Council conducted a "How 
to Study" program and sponsored a fashion show, open houses, and 
a spring concert. 

In the October 1965 Queens College Bulletin there is a seCtion 
called CloIe-Up, described as containing campus news, alumnae ac
complishments, and divers memorabilia. This stated that in the aca
demic year 1965-1966 there were nineteen daughters of Queens 
alumnae enrolled at the college. How well do I remember the very 
first time that a student came up to me and said, "You taught my 
mother," but by the time I retired I fully expected some student to 

ask if I had taught her grandmother. That never happened; however, 
the nearest thing to it was when a student told me that I had taught 
her great-aunt. 

It was in this same year that Queens first enrolled black students 
that are now an integral part of the student body. This first one was 
Mrs. Shirley Hepborn Baptiste who entered as a senior and was 
awarded a B.S. in Nursing in 1966. 

To illustrate how quickly our black students became an important 
part of the student body, let me cite the eleCtion of Marie (Reedie) 
Floyd as president of student government in the year 1972-1973. 

Here, I cannot resist saying that Reedie was a chemistry major. 
After graduating from Queens in 1973, she went to Zaire, Africa 
to teach chemistry under the auspices of the Presbyterian Church. A 
few years later she came home to be married in Belk Chapel to Oumar 
Bah whom she met in Africa, and they now live in Yaounde, Came
roon, on that continent. 

Some Recollections of Dr. Walker in the 
Y ears that He Was on the Campus 

When the original president'S house on the campus was torn down 
in 1961, a new home for the president was purchased on Cassamia 
Place (off Providence Road) . Here Ed and Pherha Walker lived until 
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his retirement; the house was then sold to George W. Dowdy, a mem
ber of the Board of Trustees. 

When I think of Mrs. Walker, I always remember how beautifully 
she entertained and how she did it with apparently so little effort. She 
and her good friend Bernice Farquharson, wife of treasurer and busi
ness manager Don Farquharson, would get together and spend days 
making up dainty little cookies and sandwiches which went into the 
freezer. I remember that Pherha Walker once told me that she al
ways kept enough on hand to produce a "tea" for several hundred 
people on the spur of the moment. 

Dr. Walker appeared to be very dignified and also very shy. 
When I think of him, I see him driving Mr. Dana over the campus 
in a golf cart. I also think of this little episode which shows a side of 
him that was not usually seen: Thelma Albright once lived in a little 
house on the back campus that had been one of the original sorority 
houses. When it was being torn down, some students removed "the 
john" and set it up in the Diana Courtyard with a sign, "T. A. SAT 
HERE." Naturally, Dean Albright was horrified when she saw this; 
hut Dr. Walker said, "Now, Thelma, just ignore it because, after all, 
it is funny." (T. A. still doesn't think this is funny. She says, "If you 
have to include this vile story--at least say commode-not JOHN! " ) 
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A Time of Rising Costs 

THIS decade was to see Queens once again beset by financial prob
lems. This was true of many private colleges for women. After 

World War II there was the "baby boom" and, because of the greatly 
increased enrollment in the 1960's, Queens had over-expanded expect
ing the larger number of students to continue. However, the growth 
of the state-supported schools, the development of the community 
college system, and the fact that men's colleges opened their doors to 
women were all responsible for a decreased enrollment in many of the 
church-related women's colleges. 

Another faaor that greatly affeaed enrollment was inflation, 
which raised the cost of a college education in a private college far 
above that of a state or community supported institution. Only those 
colleges having tremendous endowments were able to maintain 
their full quota of students. 

Dr. John E. Smylie Becomes President of Queens 

The new president, Dr. Smylie, came to Queens in the academic year 
1967-1968. He had excellent credentials both in training and ex
perience. He had received his B.A. degree from Washington Univer
sity in St. Louis, his B.D. from Princeton Theological Seminary, and 
had then studied church history at Cambridge University, England 
in 1952-1953. Returning to the United States, he caught at Princeton 
Theological Seminary from which he received his Th.D. in 1959. 

Even before he was inaugurated as president of Queens in Oao
ber 1967, Dr. Smylie found himself confronted by the already men
tioned problems in addition to particular hardships which had not 
beset Queens previously: the sudden rise of the city college is an 
example, since Charlotte at this time was giving concerted support to 
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the Charlotte branch of the University of North Carolina. John 
Smylie, fresh from the comparatively protected atmosphere of the 
classroom and the chaplaincy of Occidental College in California, was 
now facing an entirely new set of responsibilities: the maintenance of 
a sizable student body and the financing of a college again "fallen on 
hard times" and struggling to balance a budget. 

Also, the loyal Board of Trustees, having assumed responsibility for 
finding a new president while continuing its regular tasks during the 
interim year, was now ready to have the new young president take on 
all duties. While this showed great confidence in Dr. Smylie's ability, 
it did not ease the situation in which he found himself; nevertheless, he 
worked assiduously at his tasks. One of his first decisions was to give to 
the faculty the responsibility of self-government which it had long de
sired. Departmental chairmen and ranking committees shared the 
mechanics of the curriculum and set the academic course of the college. 
The president, therefore, was able to turn his attention to the desperate 
need of fund raising and the development of permanent financial 
support after Chancellor Walker resigned. Such responsibilities often 
took Dr. Smylie away from the campus, separating him from faculty 
and students. 

On one of these trips he visited Miss Harrell who had retired in 
the academic year 1956--1957, and lived with her sister in a cotrage 
on the grounds of the Presbyterian Home in High Point. She was so 
charmed by his gallant manner that she wrOte another chapter in her 
histoty praising him greatly. She writes (R.H. Chapter X, p. 112): 
"The histoty, equipment, and style of Queens College are a challenge 
to his administration, the student body, the faculty, and the alumnae." 
Miss Harrell next describes Dr. Smylie's inauguration in great detail, 
concluding the seven pages by saying, "Such thrust toward the future 
proves that President Smylie ... does possess a sense of inner direction." 

Dr. Walker Leaves in I968 

In Januaty 1968, Chancellor Walker was granted a leave of ab
sence until December 1968, and did not return at the end of that 
leave because of ill health. The Walkers went back to Tallahassee, 
Florida, where they had lived before coming to Queens. Here Dr. 
Walker died in September 1974. Mrs. Walker continues to live in 
Florida. 
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In 1952 when Dr. Jernigan was president of Queens and Dr. 
Walker was the commencement speaker, Jerry Jernigan said to a mem
ber of the administrative staff who praised the address, "Ed Walker is 
the most intelligent man with whom I have ever been privileged to 
work." Surely Dr. Walker used his talents to great advantage for 
Queens College. 

Life at Queens in the Late 1960's and Early 1970's 

In reading through copies of Queens Current from November 1961, 
through the last issue of 1968-1969 there is a very noticeable change 
in student behavior beginning in about February of 1967. There is an 
editorial written by Betsy Edwards (1968) entitled "Student Be
havior Changing at Queens" and I quote (Queens Current, Wednes
day, Feb. 8, 1967): 

. . . manners today seem almost unheard of . . .. It seems that now courtesy 
and respect toward faculty seem only to carry the connotation of being 
called "a brownie." ... Pride in the traditions of Queens has disappeared . 
. . . &hool spirit has been forgotten ... . An apathetic mood prevails ... . 
Various groups of students and group organizations have begun to agitate 
seemingly for the sake of stirring up resentment and dissatisfaction on 
campus . .. excessive use of profanity .... "Same of us are thoroughly sick 
and frightened over the actions, moralities, and ideals of some of our 
fellow srudents." 

When on December 7, 1967, Dr. Pohlman wrote an article in 
Current about whether or not the Queens infirmary should furnish 
"the pill" to students who requested it, I knew that, indeed, Queens 
had changed with the tiores. 

Then, in the winter of 1969 there was the chapel "sit-in" where 
some 450 students and several dissident faculty members sat silently 
outside Belk Chapel in "a show of support for a QCA-sponsored pro
posal to abolish required chapel." (As long as I was at Queens College 
I felt that I should hide if I didn't go to chapel.) Really, what the 
hassle was all about was that QCA felt that chapel should be like a 
church service where people were there to worship because they wanted 
to and not because they were required to be there. 

In early 1969 there was the periodic dissatisfaction with the food. 
Some srudent said that they were served "the wrong end of the as-
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paragus." (Do you alumnae of the late thirties remember when you 
walked out of the dining room, and a story was in headlines on the front 
pages of the Charlotte papers?) 

Mrs. Ann S. Gebhardt remained dean of students until the end of 
the year 1970-197 I when she was granted a leave of absence after 
having held this position for twelve years. Miss Diane Del Pizzo took 
over the position of dean of students in the year 1971-1972. 

All of this "student revolt," which was not peculiar to the Queens 
campus but was national in scope, seemed to reach a peak in the fall 
of 197 I. Here, many students were upset when the administration 
over-ruled the decision of Resident Student Council who "campused" 
a student for two weeks when she kept a visiting boy-friend in her 
room for five days. Student behavior of this type upset alumnae and 
other friends of the college who remembered the "rules" that we 
lived by many years ago. Apparently, this student "revolt" was JUSt a 
passing phase. (You know, I would be willing to bet that students 
with the worst campus behavior during this time will be the parents 
who will desire the most circumspect behavior from their children.) 

During the presidency of Dr. Smylie, Herbert Babb remained dean 
of the college until he resigned at the end of the academic year 1969-
1970. In the following year, 1970-197 I, Dr. Alfred O. Canon be
came dean. 

It was in the fall of 1970 that students could not see why it was 
not perfectly permissible to go to class without shoes. Then it was 
not long before the accepted campus attire became dirty blue jeans 
and shirts-the more faded and more ragged the more stylish. (I 
could never see how it was that some students in this sloppy attire 
could look as if they had just stepped from the pages of Vogue.) 

Dr. Smylie Resigm in I974 

While at Queens Dr. Smylie made a place for himself in the com
munity. He was in demand as a speaker to numerous groups; and, as 
an ordained minister, he filled pulpits on many occasions. He and 
his wife Cornelia, early in his administration had become faithful 
members of the Myers Park Presbyterian Church. Not only did Mrs. 
Smylie fill her position as a charming hostess for the college, but she 
found time to help in volunteer programs in the city. In spite of his 
efforts however, Dr. Smylie found financial affairs and student en-
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rollment worsening because of factors mentioned previously. Not 
only did these factors continue to exist, but they also escalated. He, 
therefore, in consideration of the good of the college as he saw it, 
resigned at the end of the academic year 1973-1974. After his resig
nation, he and his family felt so strongly that Charlotte was "home" 
that they established permanent residence here. 

Changes in Administration; 
Dr. Alfred Canon Becomes President 

In 1974-1975 Queens' financial problems continued to be critical. 
Dean Canon became acting president in this academic year and Nancy 
Eagle (Duncan) became acting dean. 

Dr. Canon brought to the presidency a wealth of training and 
academic experience. His undergraduate work had been done at South
western in Memphis and he had had a number of years of experience 
on the staff of this college. His Ph.D. was from Duke University in the 
field of political science. When he came to Queens he added some 
teaching in the college and in the continuing education program to his 
duties first as dean and then as president. In spite of his heavy work 
load, Alfred Canon found time to be with students and faculty who 
were often entertained in his home. 

Dr. Canon's talent for teaching was also appreciated at his church 
where he conducted a regular Sunday School class. His wife Betty, a 
talented teacher of ballet dancing, also conducted classes in the depart
ment of continuing education and, like her husband, was active in the 
work of Myers Park Presbyterian Church; at one time she was presi
dent of the Women of the Church. The Canons' youngest daughter, 
Ethel, is a graduate of Queens. 

In 1975-1976 Alfred Canon became president and Dr. Evelyn 
Fulbright came with the title of Vice-President for Academic Affairs 
and Dean of the College. 

Loss of Some of Queens Faculty Members in 1976 

It has already been mentioned that financial affairs of the college had 
been worsening over a period of several years and that a decrease in 
the number of students had taken place. A faculty committee studied 
the number of majors in each department of the college and determined 
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that major fields of study having the fewest students should be dropped 
from the curriculum. The three departments that bore the brunt of 
this economy move were Russian, German, and chemistry which had 
existed for some time with very few majors. (Most chemistry majors 
were really biochemistry majors and there is still a biochemistry 
major.) 

The loss of professors in these departments was deeply felt by both 
faculty and students. Here is a brief sketch of each of these. 

Dr. Edmund T. Weiant: For seventeen years Dr. Weiant, chair
man of the modern language department, brought a new perspective to 
the campus. He spoke French, German, and Russian fluently. Educated 
in this country at Kenyon College and Cornell University, he received 
his doctOrate from the Universitat Basel, Switzerland. Before coming to 
Queens in 1959, he had been program advisor for Radio Liberation in 
Munich, Germany, for four years. He was well versed in East European 
histOry and Russian literature and had carried on political, economic, 
and social research in the USSR. During the summer of 1961, he spent 
five weeks traveling and studying in Russia on a National Defense Lan
guage Scholarship for advanced Russian Workshops. Not only was 
Ted Weiant a fluent linguist, but in addition to his skill in teaching re
lated subjectS, he was an accomplished musician and for a time was a 
member of the Charlotte Symphony Orchestra. He organized trips to 
Russia, taking faculty, students, and members of the community on ex
tended tours of the USSR. 

Dr. A. T. Trimble, Jr.: I wrote to him in Taiwan; when he answered 
my letter, "Dear Miss Mildred," I knew instantly that he was a good 
Southerner. He was another faculty member who was very versatile. A 
superb teacher and an excellent administrator, he had been an educa
tional missionary of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. He came to Queens 
from Tunghai University in Taichung, Taiwan, where for three years 
he had been dean of engineering. His field was organic chemistry and 
he had had much induStrial as well as teaching experience. Two of his 
main interests at Queens were his students and the First Presbyterian 
Church although he was interested in other things. It was his influence 
that caused Marie (Reedie) Floyd, one of our chemistry majors, to 
teach in Africa under the auspices of the Presbyterian Church; and it 
was his planning that resulted in Dr. Duke Duncan's January term 
trip with biochemistry students to Port-au-Prince, Haiti, where they 
set up a laboratory in a mission hospital. 
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Gordon Query Freeman: Another loss at this time was Gordon 
Freeman. She occupied a very special place at Queens, since she was 
one of our alumnae. She had received her master's degree in English 
from Duke University and since leaving Queens has received her Ph.D. 
from the University of New Mexico. For a period of four years she was 
director of alumnae affairs at Queens, 1961-1965; member of English 
faculty, 1965-1968, 1973-1976; and dean of Continuing Education, 
1973-1976. It was with regret that her resignation was accepted. 

Agnes Hostettler: Because of low enroIlment in the German de
partment, yet another faculty loss was Dr. Agnes Hostettler. Educated 
in Germany, in Switzerland and in the United States, she was a gifted 
linguist. With her knowledge of many cultures and her expertise in 
languages, she was another example of one who added world awareness 
to the coIlege community. Her role as a wife and mother, and her skill 
in preparing unusual food made the Hostettler home a center of gra
cious hospitality. One year when she was on leave from the coIlege her 
husband Ernst substituted for her mOSt efficiently. 

Dr. Canon Resigns 

Dr. Fulbright resigned at the end of the academic year 1976-1977. 
In the faIl of 1977, Dr. Canon became chanceIlor and Dr. Cynthia 
H. Tyson, who had been a member of the Queens faculty since 1969, 
became acting dean. 

While Dr. Canon was pre; ident of Queens, he was instrumental 
in refurbishing BurweIl HaIl and in the reorganization of administra
tive and staff offices on the second Hoor. Confronted, however, with 
the increasing financial difficulties of the coIlege, Dr. Canon found 
the problems to be too much for successful solution by one man. Fol
lowing serious consideration, he resigned as chanceIlor after serving 
the coIlege for a total of eight years. Carl Shaver of New York then 
came as a consultant and was appointed temporarily as chief admin
istrative officer. The search for a new president began. 
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Review of Queens in the Twentieth Century 

THIS history of Queens College is being written in the summer of 
1979, with nearly eight decades of the present centlU}' now 

behind us. This chapter summarizes the past eighty years, gives a 
detailed description of the present, and projects hope for the future. 
Before concentrating on the period of the past twO years, let us recall 
what has taken place thus far : 

19°0-1910: Students were "young ladies" being prepared for 
life in the home or to become teachers. 

1910-1920: This was a time of building a new campus and, be
cause of World War I, studentS were beginning to realize that pro
fessions other than teaching were opening their doors to women. 
There was again the beginning of financial problems. 

1920-193°: This decade was called the "Roaring Twenties" and 
was the era of the £!apper-a revolt against the "young lady" of Vic
torian days. These ten years, however, saw Queens on itS way to becom
ing a college recognized by the accrediting agencies. 

1930-194°: Here we have the hard times of the Depression in 
which many schools struggled to survive. (If I had to choose any 
favorite period from my many years at Queens, this is the time that 
I would choose. No one had any money, but we all pulled together 
and Queens seemed like one big family.) 

1940-195°: Queens had now surmounted its financial problems. 
This was the period in which, following World War II, women really 
entered into the business world. Many of our graduates went on to 
advanced study and Queens began to plan for expansion in the future. 
It was late in this decade that the Evening College was begun. 

1950-1 960 and 1960-1 970: These two decades saw expansion of 
the campus, increase of the student body and faculty, and the recur
rence of financial problems. 
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1970-1980: This is an important decade in the history of the 
college: a change in student life, changes in administration, financial 
difficulties, and run-away inflation are evident; but near the end of 
this ten-year period there is an upswing from despair to high hopes 
for the future. 

Dr. Billy O. Wireman Becomes President in 1978 

On December 14, 1977, Dr. Billy Wireman became the fifteenth 
president of Queens; and on February 13, 1978, he arrived on the 
campus. A most unusual forry-six-year-old man, he has been described 
by people who knew him in St. Petersburg, Florida, as a "human 
dynamo," a "strong charismatic leader," "outspoken, daring, and pro
ductive," a "man of great warmth and sensitiviry," a "virtual miracle 
worker," and "guileless, sincere, and devout." One admirer has said, 
"He combined the best qualities of a Southern preacher and a football 
coach when he got up to speak. He could galvanize an audience of stu
dents or professors or townspeople .. . . He made you believe that you 
and he together could do anything." 

Considering what Dr. Wireman has accomplished in the short 
time that he has been at Queens, it would seem that all of the above 
quotations are apt descriptions of the man. 

Dr. Wireman was born in Kentucky. His undergraduate major 
at Georgetown College was in history and physical education; his 
graduate work at the Universiry of Kentucky was in educational ad
ministration and history; his doctorate was from George Peabody 
College where he received the Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award. He 
was an officer in the United States Marine Corps during the Korean 
War. 

It was as president of Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Florida, 
for nine years that Dr. Wireman made his reputation as a dynamic 
leader and fund raiser because, during his tenure as president, Eckerd 
received in excess of $28,000,000. 

At the time of his election to the presidency of Queens, Dr. Wire
man was dean of the School of Finance and Business Administration 
and professor of management and education at Rollins College in 
Winter Park, Florida. The parallel here between Dr. Wireman and 
Dr. Walker is interesting because just before Dr. Walker came to 
Queens in 1954 he was dean at Rollins. Both men were very much 
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interested in the work that they could do in a small liberal arts col
lege for women. 

Dr. Wireman is an excellent public speaker. He is also a prolific 
writer on education, business and political topics; he has published 
some seventy-two articles and one book. As a member of the Executive 
Committee and chairman of Development Cabinet for the United 
Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia, he has made several 
trips around the world. In the summer of 1978, after he had become 
president of Queens, he visited the People's Republic of China with 
a group of educators to study adult education in the communes. 

Between the years 1968 and 1977 Dr. Wireman received several 
honors: in 1968 he was named one of the Outstanding Young Men 
in America; in 1970 he was given an honorary doctor of humane let
ters degree by the University of Tampa; in 1971 he was presented the 
Liberty Bell Award given annually to an outstanding citizen of St. 
Petersburg by the local chapter of the Florida Bar Association; in 
1977 he was given another doctor of humane letters degree-this 
time by Eckerd College. 

Dr. and Mrs. Wireman (she is better known as "Katie") and 
their two teenage children live in the president'S home on Selwyn 
Avenue. The W iremans are active in the affairs of the Presbyterian 
Church and in civic and professional groups. Gracious hosts, they 
often entertain students, parents, faculty, trustees, and campus visitors. 

Administrative Changes Taking Place Early 
in Dr. Wireman's Administration 

When Dr. Wireman came to Queens, Dr. Cynthia H. Tyson had been 
acting dean of the college since June 1977. In April 1978, after a fac
ulty committee had screened seventy-two applicants for the position 
of dean, she was chosen dean of the college and was at the same time 
promoted in rank to professor of English. The following year she be
came Vice-President in Charge of Academic Affairs and Dean of the 
College. Cynthia Tyson had been a member of the Queens faculty 
since 1969, first as an assistant professor of English and in 1974 as an 
associate professor and associate dean. Her academic degrees are from 
the University of Leeds in England and she had taught in both Ten
nessee and in New Jersey before coming to Queens. Cynthia Tyson is 
Mrs. B. Floyd Tyson; the Tysons have a teen-age son and daughter. (Do 
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not let the fact that Cynthia always appears to be a very gentle and 
lovely lady mislead you because, academically, she is as hard as nails. 
Wouldn't Miss Harrell have loved her very British accent! ) 

In June 1978, Dr. Joseph B. Marcin (better known as Joe Mar
tin) was appointed Vice-President for Development and College 
Relations. He is also an associate professor of English. He is a gradu
ate of Davidson College; his M.A. is from the University of Minne
sota; and his Ph.D. is from Duke University in the field of English. 
Before coming to Queens he was director of public policy at North 
Carolina National Bank in Charlotte and he is active in many civic 
organizations. Joe Martin and his wife Joan have three young chil
dren. According to Dr. Wireman, Dr. Martin's main responsibility is 

to influence public policy and attitudes in favor of private, church·related 
higher education in general and Queens in particular. Dr. Martin will be 
responsible for fund-raising and promotional programs at the College, 
and for strengthening the school's relationships with the community and 
its various constituencies. 

Joe Martin's father, The Reverend Arthur M. Mattin, who is now a 
retired Presbyterian minister, was a long-time trustee of Chicora and 
was an advisory trustee of Queens 1965-1972. He was of much help 
in furnishing material for the chapter in this book on Chicora and 
College for Women. 

In March 1979, Diane Del Pizzo, who had been dean of students 
since 197 I, resigned to become executive director for the Hornet's 
Nest Girl Scouts Council, an organization in which she had long taken 
an active interest. The new (1979-1980) director of student affairs is 
Sydney Kerr who is a daughter of Nancy Jane Dandridge Kerr (1942) 
and the granddaughter of Eleanor Martin Dandridge (Chicora, 1912). 

Academics at Queens in 1979-1980 

Throughout this history, I have shown how the curriculum at Queens 
has changed through the years to keep up with changing times. This 
has been well expressed in the 1978-1979 catalog: 

The educational needs of women have changed and Queens College has 
changed to meet them, while maintaining those traditions which are as 
interesting, memorable, and worthwhile now as they have ever been
some of them for 120 years. 
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Because I retired in 1971, I feel that Dr. Cynthia Tyson can give a 
much better picture of academics at Queens in the late 1970'S and into 
the 1980'S than I. She graciously consented to write this sectioo. 

THE ACADEMIC PROGRAM 

Since the 1977-1978 academic year, one of the main tasks of the 
college has been to examine the curriculum for a clear assessment 
of its strengths and weaknesses. The academic program is certainly 
the most important aspect of college life, central to its very existence, 
and must therefore receive the most careful on-going scrutiny. 

In the period of time from 1977 to the writing of this histOry, the 
curricul um has been under review and has been shaped into what 
is now named "The Queens Concept." This is a concept of education 
unique to higher education, incorporating not only the traditionally 
academic aspeCts of learning but also the learning which results from 
experiences beyond the classroom but within the college context. The 
Queens Concept is conceived as a total learning and living experience. 

Irs foundation is the philosophy and mission of the college. Thus 
the re-writing of the mission statement was the first task of the 1977-
1978 academic year undertaken as a prelude to curriculum revision. 
The present statement was adopted by the Board of Trustees at its 
meeting on April 2, 1978. 

The Queens Concept has evolved into seven major pares. First is a 
recommitment to ensuring that every student who graduates from 
Queens College be fully competent in reading, writing, speaking, and 
mathematics. This goal must be understood within the context of the 
present time in higher education in the United States; it is an insis
tence upon quality and competence in basic skills for Queens gradu
ates. The second goal is that every student be given an understanding 
of her own culture and of cultures other than her own. The aim of 
this requirement is to provide awareness of cultural heritage, ar the 
same time preventing insulariry and narrowness of vision through a 
world-wide perspective. A third requirement for Queens students is 
value clarification through courses in religion and philosophy. 

The first three parts of the Queens Concept are achieved through 
requirements in the humanities, arts, sciences and social sciences. 
These provide a learning framework and breadth of awareness with
in the liberal arts and sciences upon which to build a fourth com-
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ponent of the Queens Concept, the depth study within a major atea. 
Each major area has undergone thorough revision, and a capstone 

course has been added as a requirement in the senior year. This final 
course is designed as a culmination to the major work and as a means 
of bringing together what has been learned in both the general courses 
and major courses throughout the four undergraduate years. 

The Queens Concept also requires that each student work with 
the career center for goal serting, employment planning, and career 
counseling. The aim of this fifth component, achieved through the 
support services of the college, is to ensure that each student is aware 
of a career as a process of development and approaches her education 
as a basis upon which life-planning is built. Staff members of the career 
center work with students from the freshman year onward. 

Each student is also given leadership training as the sixth require
ment of the Concept. In a program which is organized through the 
career center, students are involved in seminars and workshops which 
teach decision-making skills and which develop attitudes and abilities 
to enable them to establish direction for their lives and become pro
ductive members of society. The program emphasizes the development 
of personal leadership skills but affords opportunity also for the devel
opment of formal leadership skills. Queens College graduates are 
thus prepared for decisive roles in the family, in careers, and in church 
and community. 

The seventh and final component of the Queens Concept takes 
into account the important fact that students learn from social en
vironment and from the cultural, enriching opportunities offered by 
the college in settings other than the classroom. The support services 
of the office of Student Affairs are placed in focus in this context and 
every effort is made to provide experiences of quality. 

In addition to this traditional component of the college, Queens 
has also begun a process of diversification and has moved to develop 
three increasingly important areas. 

The first is in Continuing and Adult Education. Recent expansion 
in this area shows an entollment in 1978-1979 of almost 8,000 stu
dents. Programs are varied and innovative and are all non-credit. A 
significant thrust of the program is to provide service to the com
munity of Charlotte in continuing professional education, following 
the trend of many professions to require periodic professional rein-
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forcement and updating. Non-credit business courses are also widely 
successful. 

A second expansion is the New College at Queens. Traditionally 
known as the Evening College, New College offers credit work in 
evening hours, has been extended co include Saturday courses, and 
presents a full curriculum in English, business administration, and 
psychology. New College is co-educational. 

By far the greatest departure fcom traditional Queens College is 
the establishment of a master's degree : a master of business adminis
tration (M.B.A.). In the spring of I980 Queens plans CO offer courses 
in this first graduate program. It will be coeducational. 

Queens College is in the process of becoming an educational center 
for a variety of different learners. It is an undergraduate college of 
liberal arcs and sciences for women. It is a service-oriented and com
munity-oriented center through its continuing education programs. 
And through New College and the M.B.A. degree, Queens serves a 
community-based, co-educational constituency of upwardly mobile, 
working people seeking both educational enrichment and potential 
career advancement. 

C.H.T., September I979 

The Financial Picture at Queens in I979-I980 

Dr. Tyson mentioned that " ... the academic program is certainly the 
most important aspect of college life, central ro its very existence .. .. " 
However, the academic program cannot exist without money, and a 
small church-related college like Queens must present a good image 
not only CO Presbyterians but also to the people of Charlotte and to 
other good friends all over the country. 

I have asked Dr. Joe Martin CO write this part of the hiscory, and 
I will now turn the rest of this sectiqn over to him. 

THE PROGRAM OF DEVELOPMENT 

Among the first priorities of the Wireman administration was the 
New Horizons Fund, a drive for $3.5 million, the largest drive in 
the hiscory of the college. The funds wete needed to support the on
going programs of the institution and to improve and stabilize the 
financial condition of the college. 
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The New Horizons Fund was designed to provide for several 
specific needs: reduction of $ r.6 million in short-term debt accumu
lated over a decade of operating deficitS, expansion of scholarship as
sistance available to students, support for faculty and staff develop
ment, support for new programs to be added to the academic offering 
of the college, and renovation of campus facilities. 

To initiate the drive, the Board of the Alumnae Association sur
prised Dr. Wireman on the eve of his inauguration with a $x million 
commitment to the New Horizons Fund. The alumnae offer to raise 
nearly one-third of the total New Horizons goal was timed to drama
tize their confidence in the new president. The goal was far and away 
the largest ever attempted by the alumnae, now numbering 6,600, 
even considering that the pledge was to be paid over a period of five 
years. The latgest previous annual fund-raising drive had raised 
$120,000 for the college from alumnae. 

The drama of the commitment was matched by the drama of the 
presentation. The inauguration was scheduled for the day before Hal
loween. On the evening before the inauguration, the alumnae board 
gathered on the front lawn of the president's home and presented 
Wireman with a giant pumpkin, dollar bills stuffed in itS hat, dollar 
marks for itS eyes, and $r,ooo,ooo carved into itS smile. Speaking 
for the board, Beverly Altman, alumnae chairman of annual giving 
said, "In the short time that Dr. Wireman has been at Queens, he has 
inspired great hope and confidence in all the college constituencies. 
This pledge is made in tribute to him and in support of the commit
ment of the trustees of the college to conduct a successful campaign." 
Joseph W. Grier, Jr., chairman of the college's Board of Trustees, and 
trustee William S. Lee, III, the chairman of the New Horizons steering 
committee, joined the alumnae at the Wireman home to accept the 
commitment on behalf of the Board of Trustees. 

Armed with this major commitment from the alumnae, Grier and 
Lee, joined by trustee James J. Harris and Queens' friends, Edwin 1. 
Jones, Jr. and Thomas 1. Storrs, began to recruit the leadership for 
the New Horizons Fund. In November, they announced the general 
chairman for the fund: Bob J. White, president of American Credit 
Corporation (now BarclaysAmerican) in Charlotte. The choice of 
White was a significant signal to the business community and to the 
community at large that Queens was to be taken seriously in itS New 
Horizons Fund. 
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"I am impressed with Bob White's commitment to this community 
and to Queens College," said Lee. "He is a man of excellent executive 
skills and enormous energy for the tasks set before him. He was our 
first choice, and we are fortunate indeed that he has accepted this 
challenge." 

White had joined American Credit in I975 and had been elected 
executive vice-president and principal financial officer the following 
year. He had held management positions in sales and finance with the 
IBM Corporation and was senior vice-president of the Wachovia Cor
poration prior to joining American Credit. He took charge of the New 
Horizons Fund immediately and committed himself fully to the or
ganization of the campaign, the recruitment of additional leadership, 
and the solicitation of contributors. 

The full leadership list for the New Horizons Fund ultimately 
was a "Who's Who" of Charlotte's business and civic leadership: 

General Chairman, Bob J. White, President of American Credit Corp. 
Vice-Chairmen, William H. Barnhardt, President of Barnhardt Broth

ers; Mrs. James G. Cannon, College Trustee; and James J. Harris, 
Chairman of the Board of James ]. Harris Co. 

Treasurer, Thomas 1. Storrs, Chairman of the Board of NCNB Corp. 
Chairman of the Queens Family Division, Francis M. Hipp, Chairman 

of the Board of Liberty Corp. 
Trustee Coordinator, William S. Lee, III, President of Duke Power 

Company 
Chairman of the Primary Corporate Division, Theodore B. Sumner, 

Jr., Chairman of the Board of First Union National Bank 
Vice-Chairmen of the Primary Corporate Division, Edwin 1. Jones, 

Jr., Chairman of the Board of J. A. Jones Construction Co., and 
Elisabeth G. Hair, Chairman of Board of County Commissioners 

Chairman of the Major Corporate Division, Leroy Robinson, Executive 
Vice-President of Belk Brothers Co. 

Vice-Chairman of the Major Corporate Division, John M. McCaskill, 
Vice-President of Belk Brothers Co. 

Chairman of the Alumnae Division, Mrs. James 1. Chambers 
Vice-Chairmen of the Alumnae Division, Mrs. H. Perrin Anderson, 

Mrs. H. Bradford Hunter, and Mrs. Michael G. Myers 
Charlotte Area Alumnae Chairman, Mrs. Ralfe Mesrobian 
Charlotte Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Rex N. Gribble 
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Additional members of the campaign cabinet were: 

James H. Barnhardt The Reverend C. E. S. Kraemer 
William M. Barnhardt Mrs. T. J. Norman 
Irwin Beik Colonel J. Norman Pease 
Thomas M. Belk B. Franklin Skinner 
H. C. Bissell 
E. E. Crutchfield, Jr. 
Joseph W. Grier, Jr. 
The Reverend Robert J. James 

c. P. Street 
Charles B. Trexler 
Bland W. Worley. 

The first success story of the campaign came from campus family 
irself. Dr. Joseph E. Lammers, chairman of the Campus Drive, an
nounced that 105 people among the faculry, staff, and administration 
of the college, had pledged a total of $134,573 payable during the 
next five years, the equivalent of ten percent of Queens' tOtal annual 
payroll. "To me," said Dr. Lammers, "it is the most strengthening and 
unifying thing in the years I have been at Queens. This gesture shows 
that we believe in ourselves. As the appeal moves from the campus 
intO wider circles, those away from the college can see that we have 
confidence in the direction in which the college is moving and are 
willing ro make an investment in the future of Queens. We believe 
that gifts and commitments which come from those of limited means 
carry a special impact." Lammers was joined in the campus solicitation 
by Gene Burton, Joyce Shealy, Dorothy Wentz, and John Mizelle. 

The commitment from the campus family did have impact. Cor
porate and individual contributions began to accumulate at a new 
level of seriousness for Queens. 

American Credit was the first to step forward with a substantial 
pledge, setting a new record for the company and a new standard for 
giving to Queens. "Distinguished corporations," said Dr. Wireman 
in accepting the pledge from American Credit, "are known not only 
for their concern for profirs, which must be their primary responsibility, 
but also for the degree to which they are concerned with the total 
moral, educational and cultural fabric of the city and sociery in which 
they live. American Credit embodies both of these principles to an 
extraordinary degree." 

NCNB Corporation followed suit with a major gift to support the 
Women's Leadership Program it had already funded and to establish 
three NCNB Presidential Scholarships at Queens. The gift was also 
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one of the largest ever made to an educational institution by the com
pany. In notifying Fund Chairman White of the pledge, Thomas 1. 
Storrs, Chairman of the Board of NCNB, wrote, "We are impressed 
with the administrative leadership at Queens and with measures being 
taken at the college to secure its future. We are also impressed with 
the degree to which the communiry is developing a significant level 
of support for the college." 

A major boost for the campaign came with the announcement of 
the "Lucille Finch Jones Presidential Scholarships," honoring a Queens 
alumna from Charlotte and endowed by a gift of more than $450,000 
from her husband and children. In addition to the scholarship endow
ment, the gift included untestriaed support for current operating ex
penses of the college. In his letrer to President Wireman and Chair
man White, Edwin 1. Jones, Jr., noted: 

Queens is my wife's alma mater, and her continuing involvement with 
the college has helped demonstrate to our children the importance of 
education in their own lives. Lou joins me in this gift to Queens as an 
expression of our appreciation to the college and our commitment to 
privare, church-relared colleges and the values they represent in the com
muniry. As a father, I am particularly grateful to our children for their 
role in honoring their mother with this scholarship fund. This is an ex
ample of how families can combine resources to benefit the college. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Jones are: Mrs. Anabel Jones Link of 
Miami and David G. Jones of St. Petersburg, Fla.; Edwin 1. Jones, III, 
of Norfolk, Va.; and Dr. J. Wesley Jones of Durham and Samuel F. 
Jones of Greensboro, N .C. 

Other major gifts brought testimony to the importance of Queens 
College. Carl Horn, J r., chairman of the Board of Duke Power Com
pany: "The management of Duke Power firmly believes that the con
tinued contribution of the privately endowed colleges to the education 
of our youth is vital to the preservation of the private enterprise 
economy." 

Wallace J. Jorgenson, chairman of the Board of Jefferson Pilot 
Broadcasting: "We are delighted to make this pledge as further evi
dence of our commitment to Queens and the value we attach to the 
inlluence and the myriad contributions of this outstanding educational 
institution in our communiry." 

Harold G. Hoak, senior vice-president of Wachovia Bank and 
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Trust Company: "Queens College is indeed a viable asset to the city 
of Charlotte, and Wachovia is pleased to participate in the New Hori
zons Fund drive." 

Theodore B. Sumner, ] r., chairman of the Board of First Union 
National Bank: "First Union National Bank is a proud contributor 
to the New Horizons Fund because every expansion and improvement 
of facilities at this respeaed institution reflects favorably on all aspects 
of the educational, civic and cultural faces of Charlotte." 

Royce N. Angel, district manager of Southern Bell Company: 
"Higher education is certainly one of our bridges into the future, and 
we feel that Queens has an exemplary record of higher education in 
our community." 

More than 300 volunteers were eventually involved in the New 
Horizons Fund. They gathered at a luncheon at Belk Department 
Store in uptown Charlotte on May 25, 1979, to hear the results of 
their effort. The Belk "Special Events Room·' was the perfectly named 
setting for what was called "a glorious moment in the history of 
Queens College." Chairman Bob White announced the total in pledges 
received for the fund: $3,674,631, well beyond the original goal. 
Subsequent pledges took the total over the $4 million mark. 

Recognizing the effeaive leadership of Chairman White and the 
significant involvement of so many volunteers from the campus, 
alumnae, and business community, Dr. Wireman exptessed the deep 
gratitude of the college. He characterized the New Horizons Fund as 
( 1) being the largest in the history of Queens, (2) providing the 
means to balance the budget for the first tirne in twelve years, (3) in
creasing the college endowment by twelve percent, and (4) initiating 
a momentum to build on. 

"The success of the New Horizons Fund," said Dr. Wireman, 
"means that Queens has an opportunity to evolve into one of the most 
distinctive institutions anywhere. It does not mean the problems at 
Queens are over. This is just a beginning." 

].BM., September 1979 

A Short History of the Queens Evening College 

In September 1948, President Blakely announced that the Evening 
College program would be inaugurated at Queens. Prior to this time, 
an occasional class had been taught in the evening. I remember when 
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Dr. Lucile Delano taught an evening class in Spanish in the late 1930's; 
all of the students were tOwnspeople. 

The program announced by Dr. Blakely was on a small scale at 
first; work of a high academic standard was demanded from the outset. 
Six courses were announced for the first year, three in the fall and 
three for the second semester. The course on Great Books-Our De
veloping Civilization was emphasized. A course in Spanish was 
taught, and another in Principles of Guidance in Public Schools. 
Courses in biology, chemistry, and physics were offered the second 
semester. 

In the year 1951-1952, after planning with business, educational, 
and professional groups, Dr. Blakely engaged David B. Pugh as di
rector of the Evening College. 

Its program is described in the 1951-1952 catalog as follows: 

The Evening College is intended to serve the adult needs of men and 
women of the Charlotte area. Here, students may enroll for the purpose 
of securing college credits which may be used for transfer in satisfaction 
of degree or certification requirements. Others may want college training 
in the evening for vocational advancement or for self-improvement. 

Many credit courses offered in the Evening College are open to students 
who may wish to enroll on an audit or non-credit basis .... Special or 
non-credit courses are organized from time to time for vocational, pro
fessional, or cultural groups. All such courses are also open to other in
rerested individuals. 

After five years, David Pugh was followed in 1956 by Robert W. 
Shaw who was in charge of the program until 1968. Quoting from a 
paper written by Mr. Shaw: 

... . A study of the entire Continuing Education program showed that the 
greatest unroet need in this area was the opportunity for mature women 
to return to a college campus .... Evenrually, women of this area will have 
the opportunity to meet with each other on an intellectual and cultural 
basis in a building provided for their use and staffed with trained person
nel for counseling and for program supervision .... 

In 1968-1969 Dr. Francina Miller, professor of sociology and 
consultant to Continuing Education, did an excellent job of interesting 
civic and professional groups in the program. Dr. Miller left the col
lege when her husband's work took them from North Carolina. 

In the years 1969-197 I adult education courses continued to be 
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given under the supervision of the dean of the college; but from 1971-
1973 Thelma Albright came back (after one of her many retirements) 
as acting director of Continuing Education. 

In 1973-1974 Gordon Freeman, a Queens alumna and former 
director of alumnae affairs, became director of Continuing Education. 
In the year 1975-1976 her tide was Dean of Continuing Education 
and Summer Sessions. Earlier, when director of alumnae affairs, she 
had established the Alumnae, BookJ, and Coffee program which is still 
a popular part of the Continuing Education offerings. 

In 1976-1977 this department continued to function under the 
supervision of the dean of the college, but in 1977-1978 Dr. Linda 
Gardner became director of Continuing and Adult Education which is 
the present day (1979) name for what was once the Evening College. 
Under her direction the program began immediate expansion. 
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Trustees 

Trustees of the Colonial Queen's College 

A LTHOUGH there is no direct line between the Queen's College 
nof 1771 and the Queens College of today, I am including a list 
of the trustees of the original pre-Revolutionary college to show the 
beginnings of interest in higher education evidenced by members of 
early Mecklenburg families. Their surnames have recurred many 
times in the history of the present Queens College: 

Alexander, Abraham 
Alexander, Hezekiah 
Alexander, John McKnitt 
Alexander, Joseph 
Avery, Waittsell 
Balch, Hezekiah 
Fanning, Edmund 

Harris, Robert 
Nash, Abner 
Neal, Thomas 
Patillo, Henry 
Polk, Ezekiel 
Polk, Thomas 
Richardson, William 

Trustees of the Charlotte Female Academy 1821-1851 

Hughes Hoyle's History (H.H. pp. 73-77) says that records were 
available for the years 1821, 1826, 1832, and 1839. 

Alexander, Augustus, 1821 
Alexander, Dan, 1839 
Alexander, Joab, 182 rand 1826 
Alexander, N. W., 1826 
Alexander, William J., r832 and 

1839 
Boyd, J. D., 1839 
Carson, William, 1821 and 1832 
Cooper, Adam, 1826 
Craig, William, I82r 
Davidson, Captain William, 1821, 

1826, 1832, and 1839. He was 

living in the building when it 
burned in 185 1. 

Dinkins, James, 1821 

Dinkins, Robert, 1821 
Dow, John, 1821 
Dunlap, Dr. David, 182 I and 1826 
Gtaham, General George, r821 
Harris, Jonathan, 182 I 

Hoover, Henry, 1821 
Hutchinson, J. M., 1826 
Irwin, John, 1821, 1826, 1832, and 

1839 
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Kendrick, C, 1826 
Maxwell, Guy, 182 I 
McComb, Samuel, 1826 and 1832 
McKenzie, Dr. Robert, 1821 
Mcleary, Michael, 182 I 
Neale, Samuel, 182 I 
Oates, Brawley, 1839 
Patterson, John, 182 I 
Polk, Thomas G., 1821 
Porter, William E., 1821 
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Rea, John, 1821 
Robinson, Miles J., 1821 
Smart, Thomas B., 1826 
Smith, William, 1821, 1826, ,and 

1832 

Springs, Leroy, 1839 
Wallace, Matthew, 1821 
Williams, H. B., 1839 
Wilson, Joseph H., 1821, 1839 

Trustees of the Charlotte Female Institute 1857-1891 

Records were available for the years 1861, 1867, 1868, 1876, 1879, 
and 1880.· 

Johnston, Colonel William, 1861, 1867, 1868, 1876, 1879, and 1880 
Jones, Colonel H. C, 1861, 1867, 1868, 1876, 1879, and 1880 
Morehead, Colonel J. 1., 1876, 1879, and 1880 
Myers, William R., 1861, 1867, 1868 
Orr, Dr. M. M., 1876, 1879, 1880 
Williams, H. B., 186r, r867, r868 
Wilson, Joseph H., 1861, 1867, 1868, 1876, 1879, 1880 
Young, John A., 1861, 1867, 1868 

Trustees of Presbyterian Female College, Presbyterian 
College for Women, and Queens College 

Records are continuous since 1896. Those indicated by - are trustees 
in 1979-1980. 

From 1896 to 1930 Queens was affiliated with the Presbyterian 
Synod of North Carolina, but when Chicora was merged with Queens 
in 1930 the college also became affiliated with the Presbyterian Synod 
of South Carolina. With the creation of the Synod of the Southeast in 
1973, Queens' official church relationship was extended to include 
Presbyterians in Georgia. 

At the present time (1979) the Board of Trustees holds title to 
all college property and is responsible for Queens' entire program. 
There are now rhirty members on the board elected as follows: ten 

• Local historians say that Johnston, Myers. Williams, Wilson. Young, and 
Thomas E. Beem were trustees in 1857. 
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elected by the Synod of North Carolina, eight by the Synod of the 
Southeast, eight by the trustees, and four by the Queens College Alum
nae Association." 

Akers, John M., 1947-1969 
Akers, W. W., 1925-1929 
Alexander, The Rev. Chester, 

1926-1928 and 1950-1961 
Alexander, W. S., 1888-1925 
Allison, Henry J., 1941-1945 

"Anderson, Mrs. H. Perrin, 1975-
Anderson, J. H., 1931 - 1 944 
Anderson, Dr. Tom B., 1975-
Anderson, William, 1904-1925 
Arrowood, L U., 1931-1944 
Atkinson, George R., 1908-1910 
Baker, The Rev. J. T., 1931-1932 

and 1934-1941 
Barnhardt, James H., Sr., 1976-
Barnhardt, William H., 1950-

1977 
"Batten, Mrs. James K., 1978-
Beckman, LA., 1937-1944 
Belk, Irwin, 1963-
Belk, W . H., 1913-1925 

"Belk,Mrs. W. H., 1955-1963 
Bennett, L, 1931-1943 
Brenizer, A. G., 1897-1918 
Brooks, Thornton, 1953-1967 
Brown, E. D., 1907-1908 
Brown, E. M., 1932-1935 
Brown, Royall R., Sr., 1975-1977 
Burns, The Rev. Robert E., III, 

1976-
Cadenhead, Paul, 1977-
Calcote, The Rev. C. A., 1937-

1944 
Caldwell, J. L, 1916-1918 
Cannon, Mrs. William c., 1944-

1968 

Cansler, E. T., 1910-1925 
Carson, McAlister, 1929-1963 
Cassels, Mrs. W. Tobin, 1979-

"Chambers, Mrs. James L, 1979-
Choare, J. L, 1915-1940 
Conyers, W. Priestly, Jr., 1950-

1963 
Crist, John L, Jr., 1968-1976 
Crowell, Dr. A. J ., 1920-1939 
Crowell, H. L, 1925-1941 
Currie, The Rev. W. M., 1938-

1942 
DaltOn, Harry, 1941-1949 

"DaltOn, Mrs. P. Hunter, Jr., 1966-
1972 

Dana, Mrs. Charles, 1971-1975 
Davis, The Rev. J. W., 1930-1935 
Davis, The Rev. W. H., 1901-

1907 
Dendy, J. T., 1925-1937 
Dick, The Rev. A. W., 1941-1946 
Dickson, Rush, 1944-1957 
Dixon, C. A., 1913-1925 
Douglas, R. L, 1936-1942 
Dowdy, George W., 195 3-1976 
Edmunds, Dr. S. H., 1931-1935 
Estes, F. B., 1930-1931 
Everett, H. H., 1953-1974 
Everett, The Rev. Joseph W., 

1959-1967 
Everett, Mrs. R. 0., 1935-1955 
Feighner, Mrs. J. W., 1975-
Fetzer, P. B., 1896-1902 and 

1910-1918 
Fitzgerald, Mrs. J. M. H., 1948-

1966 

• Alumnae are indicated by an asterisk. 
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Flowers, W. lee, 1943- 1949 
Fogartie, The Rev. James E., 

1959-1975 
Fraser,Mrs. Charles, 1974-1977 

·Garraway, Julia Elizabeth, 1972-
1974 

Garber, The Rev. Paul leslie, 
1941- 1943 

Gaston, A H., 1931-1932 
Gaw, The Rev. Warren B., 1979-
Gilchrist, P. S., 1906-1920 
Gilchrist, C. W., 1926-1944 
Glasgow, Thomas M., 1925-1929 
Graham, The Rev. A T., 1896-

1902 
Graham, Dr. H. Tucker, 1930-

1941 
Grier, Joseph W., Jr., 1969-
Grier, William H., 1957-1959 
Griffin, I. c., 1925-1929 

·Guy, Mrs. Louise Johnson, 1974-
1978 

Gwynn, The Rev. P. H., 1906-
190 7 

Hardie, Dr. Jas. F., 1934-1936 
Hardin, The Rev. M. D., 1904-

1908 
Harding, \'(1. F., 1913-1918 
Harper, Major G. W. F., 1896-

1900 
Harrington, The Rev. W. Frank, 

1974-1977 
Harris, James J., 1941-
Harry, J. M., 1935-1939 
Haught, Mrs. Robert 1., 1977-

·Hayworth, Mrs. Charles E., 1979-
Hemby, Torrence, 1953-1957 
Henderlite, The Rev. J. H., 1918-

1919, 1925-1929, and 1933-
1942 

Henderson, J. Arthur, 1913-1938 

Records and Memorabilils 

Henderson, The Rev. J. D., 1930-
1940 

Hill, Prof. J. H., 1896-1897 and 
1900-1902 

Hipp, Francis M., 1963-
Holderness, Howard, 1944-1949 

·Hook, Mrs. C. c., 1928-1940 
Horack, Benjamin S., 1969-
Howerton, The Rev. J. R., 1896-

1906 
Hughs, Mrs. G. Carswell, 1977-

·Hunter, Mrs. H. Bradford, 1972-
Irwin, Dr. John R., 1888-1909 
Jackson, E., 1935-1944 
Jackson, The Rev. James W., 

1946- 1960 
James, The Rev. Robert J., 1979-
Jamieson, J. F., 1910-1915 

·Johnson, Mrs. Curtis B., 1957-
1971 

Johnston, Ellis M., 1953-1957 
Jones, E. E., 1925-1941 
Jones, The Rev. F. S., 1941-1944 
Jones, Mrs. Freeman, 1972-1976 
Jones, The Rev. James A, 1939-

1960 
Jones, The Rev. Lynn T., 1959-

1965 
Kimbrell, Duke, 1972-1975 
Kincaid, The Rev. William, 1908-

1910 
Klein, The Rev. William R., 

1967-1968 
Knight, Dr. F. 1., 1950-1969 
Knox, The Rev. H. A., 1931-1937 
Lake, The Rev. Julian, 1963- 1969 
Lawrence, The Rev. J. Cecil, 

1941- 1944 
Lee, W. S., III, 1970-
legerton, Dr. Clarence W., 1967-
lewis, M. S., 1932-1936 
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Lilly, The Rev. Edward, 1951-
1963 

Lineberger, E. P., 1931-1932 
Little, Rufus, 1920-1925 
Long, Dr. R. c., 1935-1946 
Love, Edgar, 1912-1915 
Love, James F., 1910-1912 
Love, John, 1906-1910 
Mack, The Rev. Joe, 1935-1942 
Marion, Dr. J. H., Jr., 1938-1941 
Marshall, Hunter, 1925-1963 
Mame, The Rev. George, 1944-

1949 
Mays, Mrs. F. Locke, 1978-
McCall, L A., Jr., 1944-1967 
McCauley, The Rev. Wilkes D., 

1978-
McCausland, A. E., '9'5-'934 
McClung, J. W., 19'5-'937 
McClure, The Rev. A. B., 1937-

1944 
McCraw, Carl, '957-1971 
McElroy, I. 5., '925-1930 
McGeachy, The Rev. A. A., 1908-

1928 
McIlwaine, W. E., 1915-1918 
McKeirhan, A. Ward, 1976-
Mclain, James P., 1975-1978 
Mclelland, The Rev. W. R., 1898-

1902 
Mcleod, The Rev. Cliff H., 1969-

1978 
McMaster, F. H., 193'-1932 
McMeekin, S. c., '96,-1974 
Meacham, J. B., 1963-1970 
Miller, A. c., 1898-1918 
Miller, Dr. O. L, '946-'949 
Miller, R. A., 1906-1915 
Mobley, The Rev. Henry P., '954-

1959 
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Monroe, The Rev. C. A., 1900-
1902 

Morehead, Mrs. J. L, 193'-'935 
Morrison, Mrs. Cameron, 1929-

'940 

Morrow, R. A., 1906-1920 
Murphy, J. E., 1913-1918 

' Myers, Mrs. Michael, '975-'979 
Nabers, The Rev. C. H., 1936-

'940 and 1942-1944 
Neel, The Rev. W . c., 1941-1945 
Neville, The Rev. J. c., '930-

1937 
Newton, Mrs. John, 1978-
Nickles, The Rev. G. A., 1930-

1944 
Nisbet, The Rev. Charles, 1937-

'943 
Oates, John E., 1896-1899 
Ovens, David, 1941-1957 
Pearce, Mrs. W. D., 194'-1945 
Perrin, L W., 1931-1932 
Pharr, John, 1904-1925 
Poag, The Rev. Fred Y., 1965-

1974 
Potter, The Rev. R. 5., 1948-1951 

'Prestera, Michele, 1973-1975 
Preston, The Rev. John A., 1896-

1897 
Price, B. T., 1915-1920 
Randolph, M. H., 1931-1932 
Quattlebaum, Paul, 1931-1965 
Renfro, John F., Jr., 1976-
Riddle, F. Ray., 1930-1944 

• Rivers, Mrs. J. Calvin, 1973-1978 
Roach, The Rev. W. J., 1930-

1937 
Robertson, G. F., 1907-1910 
Robinson, C. W., 1920-1925 
Robinson, Coit M., 1925-1944 
Robinson, D. W., Jr., 1941-1943 
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Robinson, Dr. Frank, 1896-1902 
Robinson, J. Lee., 1925-1930 
Robison, John, 1972-

-Rogers, Mrs. Gayle, 1971-1978 
Rolston, The Rev. D. H., 1912-

1918 
Rose, The Rev. J. M., 1896-1900 

-Ross, Mrs. Otho B., 1937-1938 
Ross, R. D., 1908-1909 and 1911-

1915 
Row land, Earle C, 1940-1 944 
Rumple, The Rev. Jethro, 1896-

1902 
Ruth, H. L (Jack), 1977-
Scanlon, Dr. D. H., 1925-1938 
Schlaefer, Mrs. E. M., Jr., 1969-

1974 
Shaw, The Rev. A. R., 1907-1915 
Shearer, The Rev. J. B., 1896-

1902 
Sibley, Alan, 1941-1953 
Smith, Edward H., 1942-1948 
Smith, The Rev. R. P., 1896-1897 
Smith, W. Ben., 1932-I 94 I 
Spencer, H. J., 1937-1941 
Snyder, J. Luther, 1944-1955 
Stagg, The Rev. John W., 1896-

1902 
-Stallworth, Mrs. Asa, Jr., 1977-
Stephens, George, 1913-1920 
Stewart, Ivey, 1940-1953 
Stoddard, Dr. J. A., 1932-1944 
Stowe, R. L, 1925-1931 

-Stowe, Mrs. S. P., 1942-1965 
Street, C P., 1950-1976 
Stuart, The Rev. James G., 1969-

1978 
Telford, Dr. G. M., 1931-1935 
Thackston, A. J., 1931-1932 
Trexler, Charles B., 1977-
Walker, The Rev. J. M., 1940-

1944 
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Walker, John S., 1974-
Wall, E. Craig, 1966-1977 
Wallace, Mrs. CA., 1966-1969 
Wallace,J. Mason, Jr., 1963-1976 
Watlington, John F., Jr., 1967-

1975 
White, Bob J., 1979-
Williams, C Fred, 1931-1932 
Williams, Mrs. J. M., Jr., 194 1-

1954 
Wilson, George E., 1896-1906 
Wilson, T. L, 1944-1946 
Womack, The Rev. James T., 

1963-1972 

Young, J. R., 1925-1932 

ADVISORY TRUSTEES 

Akers, John M., 1970-
- Angell,Mrs. JamesR., 1962-1964 

Babb, James G., Jr., 1977-1978 
Belk, Irwin, 1962-1963 
Brock, Richatd A., 1973-1977 
Burgess, Arthur H., 1962-
Cannon, Mrs. James G., 1977-
Chatham, Charles G., 1962-1967 
Dalton, Harry L, 1962-1972, 

1979-
-Dalton, Mrs. P. Hunter, 1972-
Dickenson, The Rev. James F., 

1973-1975 
Diffey, A. A., 1967-1973 
Dudley, The Rev. Harold J., 1965-

1972 
Edens, Dr. A. Hollis, 1967-1968 
Ferguson, Dr. James F., 1975-

1977 
Flowers, Dr. Anne, 1976-1979 
Fogartie, The Rev. James E., 

1975-
-Garraway, Julia Elizabeth, 1974-
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Glover, J. R., 1962-1972 
Harrington, The Rev. W . Frank, 

1973-1974 
Horack, Benjamin S., 1962-1969 
Jackson, The Rev. James W., 

1960-1961 
James, The Rev. Robert J., 1973-
Jansen, V. Robert, 1972-
Jester, Mrs. John, 1978-1979 

"Johnson, Mrs. Curtis B., 1971-
1976 

Jones, The Rev. Jas. A., 1960-
1967 

Lawrence, The Rev. Cecil, 1965-
1973 

Martin, The Rev. Arthur, 1965-
1972 

McCraw, Carl, 1971-1976 
McKeithan, A. Ward, 1975-1976 
McKinnon, The Rev. James, 

1976-
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Meacham, J. B., Jr., 1962-1964 
Morris, Arthur N., 1962-1975 
Mulliss, William F., 1962-1977 

"Myers, Mrs. Michael, 1979-
Nisbet, The Rev. James A., 1978-
Pease, J. Norman, 1962-
Poag, The Rev. Fred V., 1974-

1975 
Ryan, John J., 1967-1974 
Sailstad, Robert J., 1979-
Snyder, George C, 1967-1970 
Street, C P., 1976-
Wall, E. Craig, Sr., 1977-
Womack, James T., 1972-1973 

HONORARY TRUSTEES 

"Belk, Mrs. W. H., 1964-1968 
Carson, McAlister, 1964-1970 
Marshall, Hunter, 1964-1967 

"StOwe, Mrs. S. P., 1965-1967 
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Administration 

PRESIDENTS 

Robert Burwell, 1857-1872 
Robert Hett Chapman, 1872-1875 
Stephen Taylor Marcin, 1875-1878 
William Robert Atkinson, 1878-1891 
Lily Webb Long, 1891- 1899 (Principal ) 
James R. Btidges, 1899-19II 
John Livy Caldwell, 19II-1916 
James R. Bridges, Acting, 1916-1917 
Henry Oay Evans, 1917-1918 
William Anderson, Acting, 1918-1921 
William Henry Frazer, 1921-1939 
Huntet Bryson Blakely, 1939-1950 
McAlister Carson, Acting, 1950-195 I 
CharltOn Coney Jernigan, 1951---<1ied 1953 
Herschell Hill Everett, Acting, 1953-1954 
Edwin Ruthven Walker, 1954-1965; Chancellor and 

Acting President, 1965-1967 
John Edwin Smylie, 1967-1974 
Alfred O. Canon, 1974-1977; Chancellor, 1977-1978 
Billy O. Wireman, 1978-

Samuel C. Byrd was President of Chicora College, 1906-1930 
and became President Emeritus of Queens-Chicora College in 1930. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

L Wilson Jarman, 1927-1929 
Dr. Herbert V. Carson, 1946-1948 
Dr. Jack W. Rollow, 1962-1964 
Dr. Raymond B. Hoxeng, Vice- President for College Relations 

and Director of Development, 197 I - I 97 5 
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Dr. Alfred o. Canon, Vice-President for Academic Affairs, 1972-1974 
Dr. Evelyn Fulbright, Vice-President for Academic Affairs, 1975-1977 
Harry H. Jennings, Vice-President for Development, 1975-1977 
Dr. Cynthia H. Tyson, Vice-President for Academic Affairs, 1978-
Dr. Joseph B. Martin, Vice-President for Development and College Re

lations, 1978-

PROVOST 
Thomas A. Keenan, Provost and Director of Development, 1958-1959 

ASSISTANTS TO THE PRESIDENT 
J. W. Thomson, Jr., 1953-1954 
Everett E. Gourley, Jr., 1960-1962 
Don Farquharson, 1965-1966 

DEANS 

Margaret Anna Burwell, 1857-1871 
Lily Long, 1890-1891 and 1899-1910 
Lucy Phillips Russell, 1910-1912 
Ella Young, 1912-1916 
Thyrza Simonton Askew, 1916-1917 
Louise Scott Evans, 1917-1918 
Susie Lyle Lacy, 1918-1919 
Lena Ragsdale, 1919-1921 
Sallie McLean, 1921-1930 
Wilhelmina Crosby Byrd, Dean of Chicora, 1906-1930 

ACADEMIC DEANS (or DEANS OF THE COLLEGE) 

In the 1930-1931 Queens-Chicora Catalog, Dr. Byrd is listed as 
President Emeritus and Acting Dean of Instruction. 

Dr. Elizabeth Blair, 1931-died January, 1935 
Dr. Althea Kratz, 1935-1936 
James M. Godard, 1936-1949 
Gordon W. Sweet, Acting, 1949-1951 
Gordon W. Sweet, 1951-1958 
Dr. Curtis Larson, 1958-1961 
Dr. Herbert E. Babb, 1961-1970 
Dr. Alfred O. Canon, 1970-1974 
Nancy Eagle, Acting, 1974-1975 
Dr. Evelyn Fulbright, 1975-1977 (See vice-presidents) 
Dr. Cynthia H. Tyson, Acting, 1977-1978 
Dr. Cynthia H. Tyson, 1978- (See vice-presidents) 
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DEANS OF STUDENTS 

Sallie Mclean, 1930-1934 
Alma T. Edwards, 1934-1936 
Virginia M. Agnew, 1936-1939 
Clara Slaton, 1939-1941 
Thelma Albright, 1941-1958 
Ann S. Gebhardt, 1958-1971 
Diane Del Pizzo, 1971-1979 

In 1979 "Dean of Students" was changed to "Director of Student 
Affaits." In 1979, Sidney Kerr, Daughter of Nancy Dandridge Kerr 
(1942), was appointed to this position. 

BUSINESS MANAGERS AND/OR TREASURERS 

Evidently Captain William Anderson was the first treasurer of the 
college because in the Minutes of the Board of Trustees for August 
29,1916, we find: " .. . Captain Andetson was appointed Purchasing 
Agent and Treasurer of the Administration." Up until this time the 
president of the college had been responsible for everything. 

In the fall of 1918 Captain Anderson became acting president 
(although his ollicial title was registrar) and there is no further men
tion of a treasurer and/or business manager until the year 1939-
1940. I am sure that Winnie Frazer and Virginia Hutcheson did this 
work for many yeats during the late 1920'S and the 1930's. 

Howard MacGregor, Bursar and Treasurer; Virginia Hutcheson, Assistant, 
1939-1943 

J. W. Thomson, Jr., Treasurer, 1940-1952 Carl Storey, Business Man-
ager, '952-'953 

Carl Storey, Treasurer and Business Manager, 1953-1956 
Don Farquharson, Treasurer and Business Manager, 1956-1962 
Don Farquharson, Treasurer; George Kilner, Business Manager, 1962-

1965 
George Kilner, Business Manager and Treasurer, 1965-<1ied January 

1975 
James T. Atwater, Treasurer and Business Manager, '975-1979 
Laurie S. Guy, Acting Treasurer and Business Manager, 1979-

Here I want to mention the long service of Donald D. McNeill 
as assistant to the treasurer. This service began in 1945 and lasted 
until ill health forced his retirement in December 1973. In 1974 
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his service in the business ollice was recognized by the gift of a 
chair decorated with the seal of Queens College. He died in July 
1978, and a Donald Drake McNeill Scholarship was established as a 
memorial. 

REGISTRARS 

With the exception of Captain William Anderson who was acting 
president of Queens from 1918-1921 but carried the title of Registrar, 
and Dr. S. C. Byrd whose title at one time was President Emeritus and 
Acting Registrar, there was no registrar until 1941-1942. Up until 
that time the dean had been keeper of '"The Book" and this was passed 
on to Dr. Byrd when he came in 1930. Faculty members would get 
the book, record their grades, and take the book back to the ollice. 
Since 1941 our registrars have been: 

Helen Craig (Wardlaw), 1941-1942 
°Helen West (Hager ), 1942-1952 
Carolyn Park Good, 1952-1957 

°Caroline Love (Myers), 1957-1960 
Catherine Atkins (Pickler), 1960-1967 
Helene McCarty, 1967-1968 

°Elise McClung Barksdale, 1968-1972 
Dr. Jane Crosthwaite, 1972-1974 
Sue Y. Little, 1974-1977 

°Eleanor 1. Jenkins, 1977-

liBRARIANS 

In 1920-1921 Miss Essie Johnston had the title of Librarian, So
cial Secretary, and Hostess, but Rena Harrell was the first full-time 
librarian. 

Rena C. Harrell, part-time, 1923-1926; full-time, 1926-1957 
Ann Weaver, 1957-1960 
Audrey Adams, 1960-196 I 
Phoebe Oplinger, 1961-1965 
Ray Barker, 1965-1967 
Rose K. Anderson, 1967-1971 (She had been on the library scaff since 

1965.) 
Margaret 1. Chapman, 1971-1977 
Mary P. Raines, Acting, 1977-1978 
Stewart Lillard, 1978-

• Alumnae of Queens College 
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Until the year 1947-1948, Miss Harrell had no assistance. Library 
assistants with five years or more service (both professional and tech
nical levels) are listed here, (.) starring those who have faculty 
status: 

OMary P. Raines, Associate director, 1962-
°Suzanne S. Davis, 1969-
°Nellie Maret, 1968-1973 
Jo Singletaty Barbre, 1948-1953 
Annie Lemmie Baker, 1954-1958 
Katherine Jenkins, 1962-
Sallie B. Brody, 1963-1979 
Margaret K. Dudley, 1967-1974 
Raja T. Kouri, 1970-1975 

MAINTENANCE SUPERINTENDENTS 

J. B. Morris, 1914-December, 192 I 
B. R. Frazer, January '922-1939 
John Stevens, '939-'942 
J. B. McCauley, 1942-1948 
Sloan B. Pearman, 1946-1948 
Thomas w. Smith, 1948-1951 
1. W. Reynolds, 1951-1960 
Sam W. Poplin, 1960-1966 
Martin Kaelke, 1966-1973 
Tracy Hammond, 1973-1977 
John Mizelle, 1977-

FACULTY 

This alphabetical list of faculty members, with the dates in which 
they were associated with the college, was obtained from existing rec
ords including catalogs. Records are continuous since 1899 but before 
that time information for some years is missing. It is for this reason 
that I have divided the faculty into two groups. 

Grotlp I (1860-1897) is incomplete and inaccurate for some per
sons. Because of lack of records, there was nowhere to check for ac
curacy. Notice that "Prof." is never used with a woman's name and 
that "Rev." is never preceded by the necessary "the." Titles, in fact, 
follow no standards of style; therefore, I have made no attempt to 
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do the impossible and establish even a semblance of style. Names are 
listed just as they appeated in the catalogs or ocher material available. 
(English majors and faculty members, do not ctinge; the author and 
editors have already bled for you.) 

Abbey, Libbie A., natural sciences and Latin, 1890-1891 
Alderman, Emma Graves, lady principal, English branches, 1890-1891 
Alexander, Miss Annie Lowry, M.D., (sic), ana corny, physiology, and 

hygiene, 1896-1897.(Can you believe that her name was listed in 
this way until the 1899-1900 catalog. All ladies were called "Miss or 
Mrs." until the 19II-1912 catalog. Also see Group II.) 

Atkins, Annie, beginners in piano, 1895-1897 
Atkinson, Mrs. W. R., lady principal of the boarding department, and in

strumental music, 1878-1890 
Atkinson, Rev. W. R., mathematics, natural sciences, and ancient lan-

guages, 1878-1891 
Bagley, Mrs. A. J., intermediate piano, 1896-1897 
Banks, Mrs. H. H., painting and drawing, 1875-1876 
Batte, Mary, English branches and French, 1867-1868 
Baumann, Prof. A., vocal and instrumental music, 1867-1869 
Bidez, Prof. Aloys, LL.D. (Brussels, Belgium), vocal and instrumental 

music, harmony, thorough bass, and orchestration, 1878-1880 
Bonney, Emma C, natural sciences, mental and moral philosophy, 1889-

1890 

Bramley, Grace W., natural sciences, French, 1888-1889 
Burwell, John Batt, chemistry, natural philosophy, and ancient languages, 

1860-1872. (Part of this time he was in the Confederate Army.) 
Burwell, Mrs. M. A. (sic), English branches and superintendent of social 

duties, 1857-1871 
Burwell, Nannie R., English branches and music on piano, 1861-1862 
Burwell, Robert, mental and moral philosophy and mathematics, 1857-

1872 
Bush, Mrs. U. S., art department, 1893-1894 
Carson, Ella R., music on piano, 1867-1868 
Cranz, Carl E., voice and piano, 1893-1896 
De Haas, Prof. Wm. P., drawing, painting, and modern languages, 1860-

1862 
Dewey, Mrs. Bessie Lacy, instrumental music and belles·lettees, 1878-

1896 
Franklin, Rosa, English branches, 1890-1891 
Fulkerson, Eva, vocal culture and piano, 1889-1890 
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Gaermer, Mrs. C. S., German and piano, 1888-89 
Gaermer, Prof. Carl S., vocal and instrumental music, science of music, 

1888-1889 
Goodloe, Mary R., history, latin, and English literature, 1888-1889 
Gorham, Evelyn, mental and moral philosophy and vocal culture, 1890-

1891 
Grier, Claudia lacy, latin and commercial department, 1893-1896 
Hammarskold, Miss H. H. (Graduate of Academy of Music, Srockholm), 

piano and vocal music, 1861-1862 
Hill, Prof. J. H., mathematics and natural sciences, 1875-1876 
Hirshinger, Mrs. ].. elocution, 1893-1894 
Hunt, Prof. R. F., music on piano and melodeon, 1860-1862. (He left to 

join the Confederate Army.) 
Jones, Annie, English branches, 1889-1890 
Jones, Nina D., associate in preparatory department and physical culture, 

1893-1897 
Junkin, Tinsley P., A.B. (sic), co.principal, mathematics, and ancient lan-

guages, 1896-1897 
long, Eleanor S., art department, 1894-1897 
Long, Helen, lady principal of preparatory department, 1878-1880 
Long, Lily, kindergarten, assistant teacher in modern languages, elocution, 

mathematics. (She was there 1864-1865 and 1878-1897. See Group 
II.) 

long, Margaret, English branches and French, 1868-1869 
McCoy, Prof. George P., piano, organ, voice, and science of music, 1896-

1897 
McGilvary, Allie, preparatory department, 1890-1891 
MacLean, Joseph, piano, organ, and science of music, 1889-1891 
Martin, Mrs. Belle V., writing and French, 1875-1876 
Martin, Miss E. A., English branches, 1875-1876 
Martin, Rev. S. Taylor, mental and moral science, and ancient languages, 

1875-1876 
Mattoon, Miss M. 1., elocution and English branches, 1888-1889 
Morton, Rebecca, primary department, 1875-1876 
Patton, Mrs. Julia c., music on piano and guitar, 1868-1869 
Peck, Sally B., vocal and instrumental music, 1875-1876 
Penick, Mary F., English branches and music on piano, 1860-1861 and 

1867-1868 
Piguet, Prof. Rudolphe E., drawing, painting, and modern languages, 

1867-1869 
Scott, Miss N. E., history, English literacure, and latin, 1889-1890 
Scovel, Isabella, music on piano and vocal music, 1860-1861 
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Scovel, Julia M., English branches and music on rhe guirar, r860-r86r 
Sherman, Susan A., painting and drawing, and French, r878-r880 
Shipp, Kate C, natural science and marhematics, r893-r894 
Sragg, Rev. John W., menral and moral science, r896-r897 
Thompson, Miss C L., art, r888-r89r 
Thompson, Josephine, in charge of preparatory department, r888-r889 
Todd, Rev. C E., mental and moral philosophy, r893-1894 
Walker, Mrs. Lucian, principal of preparatOry department, r893-1897 
Werth, Prof., violin and mandolin, 1896-1897 
White, Mrs. Edward, English, 1893-1896 
White, Mrs. Sally C, English branches, 1867-1869 
White, Mrs. Sarah Caldwell, composition and rhetoric, English literature, 

and histOry, 1878-1880 
Wilson, Florence, voice culture, 1896-1897 
Wriston, Minnie, preparatOry department, 188!)-1890 

Since the music department has always been one of the "strengths" 
of the college in its relationship to and services for both churches and 
townspeople, I shall quote Miss Harrell (R.H. p. r2r) in her descrip
tion of the department in an earlier day: 

During rhe fifteen or more years of rhe Burwell administration, four 
teachers supervised rhe instruction in music; first, Dr. Eckhard, a German; 
then, a Mr. Hunt who left for service in rhe War Between the Srates; 
third, Miss Hammerschold, an accomplished woman of Swedish birth; 
and last, Mr. Albert Baumann, who organized a musical society known as 
rhe Glee Club and who remained long in rhe minds and hearts of the 
townspeople because of his excellent work. 

During the Chapman, rhe Martin, and rhe Atkinson administrations 
(1872-1891) several teachers, likewise, were employed. Mr. Von Myer
hoff, a man of unusual ability, was followed by Mr. and Mrs. De Castro 
and Miss Sallie Dixon, and larer by Dr. Bidex, who organized a Gounod 
Club and gave many delightful concerts. Mr. Rowse then preceded Pro
fessor Carl S. Gaertner, who brought modern methods into the musical 
circles of rhe city. He organized a Philharmonic Society which gave an 
initial concert on May 3, 1889. From irs very beginning in 1857, rhe In
stitute was closely associated with rhe musical development of Charlotre. 

Associated wirh Miss Lily Long in her Seminary, Mr. Joseph Mclean 
continued the Philharmonic organization which gave two superb musical 
festivals with rhe assisrance of several singers and an orchestra from 
Baltimore, Maryland, and Salem, Norrh Carolina. After his departure 
to reach elsewhere (he later raught at Agnes Scotr) Dr. Dobbins and Miss 
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Lucy Wriston, later Mrs. W. B. Ryder, had charge of the music depart
ment. They were followed by Professor Cranz. 

Group II (I899-I980): .. means part-time. 

Abernethy, Dr. Ethel M., psychology, I9I7-I954 
Abernethy, Dr. Mollie c., (see Davis) 
Adams, Audrey M., history, I960-I96I 

• Adams, Dr. Margery W., art, I967-I971 
Agnew, Jocelyn E., English, 1962-1963 
Agnew, Virginia Miller, English (and dean of students), I936-1939 
Albright, Thelma, English, 1937-I939; dean of students, I941-1958; 

English, 1958-1966; assistant to dean of the college, 1967-1970; 
and acting director of Continuing Education, 1970-1973 

Alexander, Anne K., music, 1960-1961 
Alexander, Annie Lowery, M.D ., anatomy, physiology, hygiene, and col-

lege physician, 1907-1919 
Alexander, Uhlman S., 1925-1927 
Alvarez, Lee 1., psychology, 1951-1954 
Ames, Ethel Taylor, English, 19II-191 3 
Anderson, Doris, home economics, 1942-1943 
Anderson, Fannie, co-principal of primary department, 1903-1907 
Anderson, Henry F., piano and organ, 1906-19II 
Anderson, Mrs. Henry F., music, 1907- 191 I 
Anderson, Maryland T., sociology, 1968-1970 and 1971-1974 
Anderson, Rose Kemmer, library, 1965-1967, librarian, 1967-1971 
Anderson, William H., business administration, 1954-1956 
Anthony, Mary B., art, 1899-19II 
Archer, Robert A., mathematics, 1968-1971 
Armsrrong, Kate, preparatory department, 1903-19II 
Asbury, Harry, flure, 1899-1900 and 1912-1913 
Ashford, Mozelle, philosophy and education, 1923-1924 
Askew, Thyrza Simonton, principal of firring school, 1915-1917 
Arnally, Dr. Richard F., English, 1972-1975 

Babb, Dr. Herbert E., psychology, 1957-1961; dean, 1961-1970 
Babbirr, Margaret, history and economics, 19Isr-died February, 1920 
Baker, Coral Hayner, voice, 1915-1917 
Baker, Milda A., education, 1976-1979 
Ballou, Martha Manly, economics, 1968-1969 

• Barber, R. Dean, art, 1972-1975 
Barker, Ray S., Jr., librarian, 1965-I967 
Barnes, Dr. Hazel, Latin, 1943-1945 
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Bartlett, Kathleen M., geography, 1958-1960 
Basini, Ronald Joseph, business, 1977-
Bason, Johnsie, music, 1900-1902 

Bates, Margaret G., music, 1961-1962 
Baty, Evelyn, modern languages, 1941-1944 
Baylin, Eric A., art, 1976-1978 

·Bedford, Annette, geography, 1972-1974 
Beidler, Dr. William, philosophy, '959-1970 
Bell, G. F., D.D., religious education, 1926-1927 
Beneson, Georgia, piano, 1900-1903 
Berg, Earl, music, 1951-1960 
Berkele, Edna, mathematics, 1921-1923 

·Biber, Daniel C, psychology, 1976-
Black, Elizabeth, education, 1956-1962 
Blackwelder, Brenda, biology, 1965-1967 
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Blair, Dr. Elizabeth, education, 1924-1925 and 1928-1931; dean, 1931 
-died 1935 

Blair, Elizabeth, elocution and reading, 1908-19II 
·Blount, Betsy John, education, 1974-1979 
Boehmer, Dr. Florence E., education, 1947-1950 
Boggs, Dr. Wade, Jr., Bible, 1942-1948 
Boggun, Mary P., geography, 1961-1962 
Boner, Dr. Russell, economics, 1953-died 1957 
Booker, Mrs. Warren, home economics, 1920-1940 
Boulware, Mary Margaret, French and history, 1917-1918 
Bowers, Pattie C, latin, '909-19II 
Boyd, Dr. Robert F., classics, 1950-1952 
Bradley, Dr. Gerald P., philosophy, 1970-1973 
Brady, William J., Jr., business administration, 1951-1953 
Branch, Mrs. Nora, latin, 1918-1919 
Brasingron, Flora, piano, 1921-1926 
Braun, Ernst, German, 1956-1960 
Bremer, Lillian, art, 1920-1938 
Brewer, Charles E., economics, '961-1973 
Brezsny, Mary Ann, music, 1948-1950 
Bridges, The Rev. J. R., D.D., logic, ethics, and history, 1899-1917; 

also president 
Brolaski, Ruth Ann, physical director, 1916-1917 
Brooks, Gary T., mathematics, 1979-
Brown, Dr. Harry 1., education, 1958-1961 
Bryant, Rebecca, art., 1944-1954 

·Bryant, Rosalie, physical education, 1974-
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Bunger, Richard J., piano, 1965-1968 
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Burks, Dr. William G., modern languages, 1949-1950 
Burwell, Dr. Connie Jones, German, 1938-1940 
Bynum, Jessie Sue, history, 1946-1953 
Byrd, Meda, science, 1923-1924 
Byrd, Mrs. Wilhelmina C, Bible, 1930-1941 

Cabel, Madame Alfred, French and history, 1918-1919 
Calder, Dr. Robert W., music, 1970-1972 
Calhoun, Catherine Blue, English, 1960-1961 
Campbell, Mary Carlyle, art, 1965-1967, • 1974-1975 
Canon, Dr. Alfred 0., political science, 1970-1978; also dean of the col-

lege and president of the college 
Cappleman, Helen G ., education, 1979-
Carley, Susan S., sociology, 1979-
Carr, Melva, piano, 1912-1915 
Carson, Dr. Herbert Y., Bible, 1948-1958; vice-president, 1946-1948 
Carson, Mary Faith, Bible, 1961- 1967 
Carter, Pernette Adams, modern languages, 1939-1940 
Cathey, Nancy, biology, 1929-1934 
Cebulka, Dr. Rose M., nursing, 1979-

'Chafin, Betty, women's leadership, 1978-
Chalmers, Roberta T. S., English, 1959-1968 
Chambers, Elizabeth Lacy, history, 19"-1913 

• Chapman, Elizabeth Heath, English, 1977-
Chapman, Margaret 1., director of library, 1971-1977 
Charlesworth, Dr. Arthur T., mathematics, 1974-1976 
Chewning, Dr. Harris, English, 1951-1957 
Childress, Bobby 1., political science, 1979-
Chubbock, Florence, English, 1920-1923 

'Clay, Dr. James W., geography, 1967-1972 
Clendenin, William R., music, 1944-1946 
Clifford, Mrs. Paul F., economics and history, second semester, 1919-

1920 
Cobb, Elizabeth H., French, 1972-1976 
Cobb, Ethelyn Pratt, art, 1913-1915 

'Cobey, Dr. Florapearl, chemistry, 1976-
Cochrane, Carl M., psychology, 1957-1958 
Cochrane, Grace, piano, 1899-1900 
Coffey, Dr. Janice, biology, 1967-1978 
Coker, Jane Rolandi, music, 1957-1963 
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Collins, Margaret Louise, home economics, 1930-1934 
Colton, Elizabeth, English and elocution, 1899-1902 
Cook, Janet, physical education, 1942-1943 
Cooper, Kathryn (see Starnes) 
Copley, Ronald E., business, 1977-1978 • and 1978-1979 
Cornwell, Mary Ruth, home economics, 1946-1948 
Craig, Helen, secretarial administration, 1940-1942 
Crecraft, Jane, music, 1943-1945 
Critchett, Caroline 1., physical training, 1906-1907 
Cross, Dr. Lois, secretarial administration, 1943-1945 
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Crosthwaite, Dr. Jane, religion, 1969-1976; registrar, 1972-1974 
Crowell, Mary Louise, piano, 1918-1920 
Crown, Richard, arr, 1971-
Crumrine, Frances, art, 1943-1944 
Culbreth, Eva 1., mathematics, 1911-1918 
Cumming, Elizabeth C, English, 1954-1963 
Currie, Dr. Stuart D ., Bible, 1957-1960 

Daniels, Urmilla, biology, 1967-1968 
Dargan, Alice Wood, English, 1908-1909 
Darr, Carolyn H., music, 1972-1977 
Daugherty, Boice N., psychology, 1964- 1968 
Davis, Boyd Hill, English, 1966-1969 
Davis, Catherine R., French, 1964-1965 

'Davis, Lloyd Dale, computer, 1969-1970 
Davis, Martha, assistant in preparatory and primary department, 1901-

1903 
Davis, Dr. Mollie C, history; 1972-
Davis, Richard A., history, 1966-1972 
Davis, Sarah Till, English, 1948-1951 
Davis, Suzanne S., librarian with faculty rank, 1969-
Dealy, Ross R., history, 1964-1966 
Deavor, Margaret E., secretarial administration, 1942-1943 
De Chaboulon, Madame E., French and Spanish, 1919-1920 
De Felice, Dr. Frank, economics, 1969-1971 
Delano, Dr. Lucile K., Spanish, 1934-1947 
Del Pizzo, Diane, dean of students, 1971-1979 
Denny, Mary, English, 1936-1946 
Deyo, Elizabeth, mathematics and science, 1901-1902 
Diebolt, John B., biology and chemistry, 1971-1976 
Dill, Ellen, higher mathematics, 1902-1903 
Dixon, Sallie, piano, 1908-1911 
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Dougherty, Mable E., home economics, 1929-1930 
Douglas, Margaret, economics and sociology, 1943-1945 
Dowd, Ella, physical culture, 1900-1906 
Drewry, L Aubrey, Jr., economics, 1959-1961 
Drinkall, Derry Dean, violin, 1966-1968 
Drinkall, Roger, music, 1962-1968 
Dunlap, Sarah I. (Polly), home economics, 1945-1968 
Dunn, Susan A., Latin, 1919-1925 
Duncan, Dr. Gordon Duke, chemistry, 1966-
Duncan, Nancy Eagle, music, 1950-
Durkin, Mary, sociology, 1974-1977 

Eagle, Nancy (see Duncan) 
Eason, Lemma Croker, home economics, 1938-194° 
East, Carol H., business administration, 1956-1958 
Edmonson, Dr. Patricia B., political science, 1973-1975 • and 1975-1976 
Edwards, Allen D., sociology, 1971-1972 
Edwards, Alma Taylor, Latin, 1925-1943 
Edwards, Thelma B., secrerarial administration, 1938-194° 
Eichelberger, Audrey J., speech, 1955-1956 
Eldred, Frances L, (see Lopez) 
Eley, Margaret Linney, business administration, 1955-1956 
Elliotr, Dr. Lloyd James, economics, 1968-1972 
Engell, Martha, modern languages, 1924-1934 
Evans, Henry C, ethics and Greek, 1917-1918; president 1917-1918 
Evans, louise Scott, dean, German, 1917-1918 

Farnsworth, Dr. Clyde H., education, 1956-1958 
'Farquhar, Robert J., Jr., English, 1974-1977 

Fehon, Dr. Jack, biology, 1957-
• Ferguson, Gwendolyn F., English, 1973-1974 
Fisher, Dr. Charles R., piano and organ, 1902-19°6. (Miss Harrell de

scribed Dr. Fisher as a "huge, gray-clothes and hair-Englishman." 
He also taught at the college in 19II-1912.) 

Fisher, Mrs. CR., violin, 19°2-1906 and 19II-1912 
'Floyd, Garrien Michael, nuclear medical technology, 1976-

Fogartie, Ruth Ann, English, 1967-1969 
Foil, Helen, piano, 1899-1900 and 19°1-1903 
Forman, Mary, voice culture, 1909-19II 
Forsyrhe, Sidney A., sociology, 1955-1958 
Frazier, Grace Genevieve, modern language, 1927-1930 
Fredericks, Perry B., business administration, 1952-1954 
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Freeman, Gordon Query, English, 1965-1968 and 1973-1976; director 
of Alumnae Affairs, 1961-1965; and dean of Continuing Education, 
1973-1976 

Frierson, Mary E., history and economics, 1920-1921 
Frix, Katherine Elizabeth, English, 1963-1965 
Fulbright, Dr. Evelyn R., education and dean of instruction, 1975-1977 
Fulton, Mary Mathilda, home economics, 1934-1937 
Funk, Mary L., science, 1918-1919 
Fusaro, Dr. Bernard A., mathematics, 1967-1976 

Gaillard, Emily, piano, 1926-1927 
Gahr, Florence, home economics, 1923-1924 

"Gammon, The Rev. Edgar Graham, D.D., religious education, 1927-
1928 

Gardner, Dr. Kent, political science, 1972-1973 
Gardner, Dr. Linda c., continuing education, 1977-
Gardner, William B., II, business and economics, 1979-
Garrett, Mary Elizabeth, home economics, 1957-1959 
Gaskell, Jan, English, 1967-1969 
Gaston, Margatet, music, 1957-1961 
Gatlin, Dr. Judith, English, 1968-1976 

"Gaudreault, James H., computer, 1969-1970 
Gebhardt, Ann S., art, 1953-, dean of students 1958-1971 
Gettys, Dr. Joseph M., Bible, 1938-1949 
Gibbs, Clare Henry, geography, 1966-1967 
Gillon, Laura, music, 1917-1920 
Giradeau, Ivylyn, science, 1924-1925 
Gittings, Roberta Louise, English, 1965-1966 
Givan, Madge, principal preparatory department, and mathematics, 19II 

-1915 
Gla,!bia, Kurt R., music, 1960-1962 

"Glover, Jack, economics, 1977-1978 
"Gluckman, Dr. Stephen J., history, 1974-1976 
Goldiere, Dr. Augustin Victor, French, 1945-1946 
Goode, Dr. Richard, English, 1978-
Goodhue, Elva, science, 1926-1927 

"Goodman, Noel, physical education, 1978-
Gordon, Frances Jean, Latin, 1904-1909 
Gordey, Mary, domestic art, 1918-1920 
Gore, Katherine McQueen, art, 1917-1920 
Gover, Mary, physical education, 1970-1975 
Graham, Jean, English and natural science, 1900-1901 
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Graham, Dr. Minnie Almira, chemistry, 1930-1945 
Green, Dr. Corinne, classics, 1948-1950 
Green, Dr. Philip, hisrory, 1945-1957 
Green, Shirley Haase, physical education, 1963-1967 
Greene, Dr. Eloise Elaine, biology, 1931-1934 
Grey, Lula, primary department, 1902-19II 
Grier, Anne, physical education, 1951-1954 
Griffin, Sabra E., economics, 1958-1959 
Griffiss, Keating, art, 1969-1974 
Guthrie, Nannie, principal of primary department, 1902-1903 

Hadley, Dr. Charles 0., English, 1955-
Hadley, Jane H., English, 1975-1976 
Hadley, Leonora T., speech, 1961-1962 
Hall, Grace M., geography, 1960-1961 
Hamlett, Hermione, art, 1941-1943 
Hanna, Louise, physical director, 1914-1916 
Hargett, Marie Johnson, music, 1957-1976 
Harmeyer, Barbara E., art, 1978-
Harrell, Mary, superintendent of practice, 1915-1916 
Harrell, Rena c., English, 1919-1926; part-time librarian, 1923-1926; 

head librarian, 1926-1957 
Harris, Dr. Edwin R., psychology, 1968-1972 
Harris, Hugh H., sociology, 1949-1951 
Harris, Lucy, piano, 1906-1908 
Harrison, Jane, secrerarial administration, 1945-1946 
Hawley, Elizabeth, physical education, 1945-1947 

°Hayes, Dr. John, sociology, 1977-1978 
Hayes, Dr. Joyce (see Shealy) 
Haynes, Grace, mathematics, 1918-1919 
Hefferman, George, violin, 1928-1929 
Henderson, Cary S., history, 1963-1968 
Henderson, Cordelia, physical education, 1929-1942 
Henry, Sam, mathematics, 1965-1967 
Hermann, Herbert A., music, 1962-1964 
Hibbard, Thomas, music, 1944-1950 
Hinchcliff, Grace P., home economics, 1959-1960 
Hindman, Anne Andrews, drama, 1971-1974 
Hines, Maribelle, secrerarial administration, 1945-1948 
Hinson, Lucy 0., home nursing, 1952-1954 
Hodgdon, Caroline Elizabeth, physical director, 19II-1913 
Hodges, Elizabeth L, French, 1962-1963 
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Hoffman, Anna Louise, science, 1928-1929 
Holbrook, Frances Jarrett, home economics, 1940-1943 
Holcombe, Ruth Lee, history, 1950-1951 
Holliday, John, music, 1947-died November, 1963 
Holliman, Kathleen, primary deparrrnent, 19II-1913 
Holtzendorff, June W ., physical education, 1949-1951 
Hondros, John Louis, history, 1965-1969 
Hostettler, Dr. Agnes, modern languages, 1963-1976 
Hostettler, Ernst, German, 1968-1969 
Hopper, Mary C, Spanish, 1967-1972 
Howe, Dr. M. Dorisse, biology, 1934-1943 
Howerton, The Rev. J. R., D.D., Spanish, 1903-1906 
Hoyle, Dr. Hughes B., Jr., mathematics, 1945-1974 
Huckle, Eli2abeth, modern languages, 1944-1948 
Huffman, Esther Wright, art, 1938-1940 

"Hughs, Ina Jones, religion, 1976-1977 
Hull, Alma, deparrrnent of the home, 1949-1954 
Humm, Dr. Harold]., biology, 1965-1967 
Hussey, Dr. Kathleen L., biology, 1943-1944 
Hutchins, Elizabeth, latin, 1926-1927 

Ingebritzen, Dr. Otis C, psychology, 1931-1934 
Inglis, Mary H., secretarial administration, 1933-1943 
Irons, Frances Virginia, home economics, 1960-1962 

Jacks, Dr. Clive Franklin, religion, 1969-1974 
Jackson, Dr. Belford Darrell, philosophy, 1967-1970 
Jacobs, Dr. Allan D., history, 1968-1972 
Jacobs, Dr. Madeline B., French, 1977-

°Jacobson, Dr. Nolan P., philosophy, 1974-
Jann, Dr. Rebecca C, biology, 1978-
Jarrett, Julia Frances (see Holbrook) 
Jeanrenaud, Edelbert, modern languages, 19II-1912 
Jenkins, Eleanor, mathematics, 1941-; registrar, 1977-
Jenkins, Sarah Burton, home economics, 1948-1957 
Johnson, Elinor Holmes, English, 1928-1930 

o Johnson, E. Elizabeth, chaplain, 1979-
Johnson, Kirk S., biology, 1977-1978 
Johnson, Marie (see Hargett) 

"Johnson, Patricia Graham, social work, 1978-1979 
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Johnston, Essie, English in Fitting School, 1918-1919; until 1921 was 
"social secretary, hostess, and librarian" 
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Johnston, Sarah, science, 1919-1920 
Joiner, Elizabeth Frances, English, 1913-1917 
Jones, Nina D., principal of primary deparrment and physical culture, 

1899-1900 
Jones, Olive M., mathematics, 1923-1945 
Judkins, Edith Margueritte, music, 1963-1965 

Karn, John F., history, 1978-1979 
Keller, Elfreda Sharpe, violin, 1924-1925 and 1926-1928 
Kellogg, Claire, voice culture and piano, 1918-1920 
Kelly, Cherry Dell, secretarial administration, 1941-1942 
Kelly, Sarah Pauline, mathematics, 1916-1918 
Kelso, Helen, voice culture, 1920-1921 

Kennedy, Robert V., history, 1925-1943 
Kesler, Merle, music, 1940-1944 
Key, Mary, English, 1925-1928 
Keyes, Roger Lee, music, 1964-1965 
Kibbe, M. D., mathematics and science, 1903-191 I 
King, Ethel M., dramatics, 1921-1945 
Kirby, Dr. Marjorie T., Spanish, 1962-
Kissiah, Mattie Gay, counseling, 1978-
Klein, Dr. Raymond L, education, 1955-1956 
Kramar, Edward J ., Jr., speech, 1951-1952 
Kratt, Althea H., education and dean of the college, 1935-1936 
Kreiger, Kenneth Alan, biology, 1976-1977 
Kyle, Patricia Ann, political science, 1969-1973 

laBorde, Dr. Charles B., Jr., drama, 1976-1979 
Lacy, Susie Lyle, Bible and dean, 1918-1919 
Lafferty, J. W., M.D., physical science, 1907-1908 
Lafferty, Robert H., M.D., physical science, 1908-1909 
Lajoie, A. D., violin, 1918-1919 and 1920-1923 
Lakshman, Uma, sociology, (from Maharani's College for Women, 

Mysore, India) 1968-1969 
-Lamal, Pauline D., art, 1974-1975 
Lambeth, Marian, economics, 1948-1950 
Lammers, Dr. Joseph E., music, 1962-
Landers, Effie Mae, French and German, 1915-1917 
Laney, Emma May, English, 1913-1917 
Lange, Ann Elizabeth, philosophy, 1973-1974 
Langford, Jo, modern language, 1939-died 1946 
Lanier, Dr. W. Greg, psychology, 1968-
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Later, Michael Monte, political science, 1976-1978 
Laughton, Peter John, French, 1967-1968 

"Lawing, Cynthia Fok, music, 1977-1978 
Leggett, Marian Poplin, psychology, 1941-1942 
Leinbach, Emma L., voice culture, 1900-1901 
Lewis, Dr. Donald, chemistry, 1957-1966 
ligon, J. F., Bible, 1927-1928 
Wiard, Stewarr, librarian, 1978-
Linton, Dr. Calvin D., English, 1940-1941 
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Little, Catherine Sue Y., English, 1969-1976; registrar, 1974-1977 
Long, Miss Lily, modern language, 1864-1865 and 1878-1910 
Looney, T. Buchanan, history, 1963-1966 
Lopez, Frances E., Spanish, 1968-1972 
Losey, Susan, economics, 1975-1976 
Lovelace, Austin C, music, 1942-1946 
Lovell, Dr. James M., English, 1960-1967 
Ludwick, Pearle B., physical training, 1927-1929 
Lund, Dr. Renville C, history, 1966-1967 
Lycan, Dr. Gilbert, social sciences, 1943- 1945 
Lyon, Emma Hill, English, 1930-1937 (came with Chicora) 

McAden, Frances Y., higher mathematics, 1899-1901 
MacBrayer, Dr. Carolyn T., psychology, 1954-1957 
McClanahan, John, art, 1967-1976 
McCluer, Margaret, physical training, 1923-1925 
McCoy, Professor George Paul, music, 1899-1902 
McCutchan, Dr. J. Wilson, English, 1943-1951 

"McDonald, Marian S., sociology, 1970-1972 
McDonald, Peggy P., physical education, 1959-1962 
McEwen, Dr. Mildred Morse, chemistry, 1924-197 I 
MacGregor, Howard M., secretarial administration, 1930-1940; bursar 

and treasurer, 1939-1943 
McIntosh, Lucy, music, 1904-1907 
MacKenzie, Laura V., expression, 1913-1917 
Mclean, Katherine Parham, Latin, 1917-1918 

"McMillan, Catherine B., religion, 1976- 1977 
McMillan, Neil M., religion, 1976-1977 
McQueen, Katherine (see Gore) 
McRae, Gertrude Elizabeth, piano, 1915-1918 
Mack, Elizabeth H., arr, 1975-1977 
Magher, Ruth, physical education, 1956-1972 
Maples, Nancy, physical education, 1954-1958 
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Maret, Nellie W., library staff, 1968-1973 
Margrett, Michael, Spanish, 1965-1967 
Marsh, Alex, biology, 1963-1966 
Martin, Ann Hagood, English, 1950-1952 

Records and Memorabilia 

Martin, Dr. Joseph B., English, 1978-; vice-president for Development 
and College Relations, 1978-

Martin, Lucy, intermediate English, 1901-19°3 
Martin, Sarah E., modern language, 1926-1927 
Martin, Dr. Virginia, biology, 1966-

·Maschal, Richard, English, 1972-1974 
Mason, Dr. Emory Houston, Jr., education, 1965-
Mason, Thomas, art, 1965-1971 

·Masters, Thomas N., biology, 1976-1978 
Masterson, Dr. Sharon A., psychology, 1972-1976 
Mathewson, Susan, voice culture, 1902-19°3 
Maxfield, Dr. Malinda, English, 1965-1971 
May, Albert, music, 1960-1979; retired, • 1979-
Medlin, Dr. Yancey, education, 1962-1973 
Mee, Mary Ann, physical education, 1968-197° and • 1975-1978 
Memory, Barbara Cobb, music therapy, 1976-
Merenstein, Lawrence E., art, 1979-
Merrill, E. Lindsey, music, 1950-1953 
Merrill, Martha Rowe, music, 1951-1953 
Messa, Dr. Kenneth Charles, mathematics, 1976-1979 
Meyer, Muretra, music, 1946-1948 
Miller, 1. Jane, home economics, 1943-1945 
Miscally, Mildred 1., English, 1946-1974; public relations, 1946-1974 
Mitchell, Carlotta P., expression and physical culture, 1919-1921 
Mitchell, Marie, modern language, 1923-1924 
Mitchell, Mavis, physical education, 1943-1956 
Mitchell, Miss M. 1., voice culture, 1903-1906 
Moehlenbrock, Dr. Arthur H., education and German, 1944-1947 
Mongin, Julienne, modern language, 1927-1934 
Monroe, Dr. Dougald MacDougald, English, 1957-1965 
Moore, Dr. Charlotte, English, 1923-1929 

·Moore, Herman A., political science, 1973-I974 
Moorefield, Nancy, mathematics, I919-I921 
Moose, Philip, art, 1956-1967 

·Morris, Frances 1., English, I975- 1976 
Morrison, Mary, intermediate department, 1899-I 90 I 
Morrison, John D., music, I948-1973 
Morse, Mildred (see McEwen) 
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Moseley, Elsie Stokes, music, 1912-1917 and 1937-1955 
Moss, M. Virginia, expression and physical cuituxe, 1918-1919 
Mullaney, Virginia M., modern language, 1936-1940 
Mullen, Dr. Frank G., psychology, 1963-1968 
Muxphy, Mable, music, 1927-1935 
Muxphy, Miriam, violin and piano, 1929-1931 

Naive, Lucy, principal of fitting school, 1920-1923, English 1923-1928 
Neff, Elizabeth Ellen, modern languages, 1946-1947 
Newell, Margaret, superintendent of practice, 1916-1917 
Newelt, Mrs. Hans, modern languages, 1947-1955 
Newman, Dr. Paul, English, 1963-
Newton, Irene, science, 1911-1916 

Nichols, Dr. Lawrence R., history, 1954-1957 
Nicolay, Dr. Clara, modern languages, 1912-1915 (She was the first 

Ph.D. on the faculty.) 
Ninniss, Dr. James R., music, 1912-1937 
Nitsch, Paul Ariyn, music, 1977-
Noel, Ella Marguerite, music, 1964-1966 
Nooe, Sara McKee, biology, 1934-1965 
Norman, John H., chemistry, 1943-1957 
Norman, Dr. Russell P., psychology, 1961-1964 
Numbers, Frank, music, 1941-1942 

Oates, Dr. Jimmie, physics, 1962-
O'Kelly, Willis David, history and economics, 1924-1925 
Olechovsky, Edward F., Greek and Latin, 1954-1956 
Orndorff, Madame Bertha, voice cultuxe, 1912-1913 
Ortmann, Madame Carolyn, voice cultuxe, 1913-1915 
Otts, Dr. John C , education, 1961-1962 
Ou, Dr. Charies, economics, 1973-1977 
Owensby, Lou R., sociology, 1973-1978 

Page, Margaret E., physical training, 1907-19II 
Paris, O. J., director of admissions, 1972-1976 
Parkum, Dr. Kuxt H., sociology, 1979-
Patrick, Ida M., modern languages, 1930-1939 (came with Chicora) 
Payne, Lucia M., home economics, 1937-1938 
Pearson, Dr. Roger, sociology, 1970-1971 
Peck, Gertrude Justina, music, 1944-1946 
Penfield, Mary, voice cuituxe, 1907-1909 
Pfingstag, Ben, art, 1976-
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Pfohl, James Christian, music, 1939-1949 (coordinator of the Queens-
Davidson music department) 

Pharr, Phyllis, physical education, 1964-
Phaup, Minnie Rob, psychology, 1954-1956 
Philip, Mrs. Aley Thomas, history, 1965-1966 (on Indian exchange 

program) 
Phillips, Lilian, music, 1943-1944 
Phillips, Margaret Moore, physical training, 1925-1927 
Pickens, Dr. Andrew, biology, 1950-1957 
Platt, Marie Starbuck, art, 19II-1913 
Pohlman, Dr. Edward W., sociology, 196o-died 1970 
Pope, Julia, fitting school, 1917-1918 
Porter, Estelle Rawl, education, 1934-1950 
Porter, Mary L., English, 1903-1908 
Porrer, Muriel, piano, 1901-1902 

Porterfield, Paul C, education, 1979-
Powe, Grace, elocution, 1902-1907 

Preyer, Dr. Norris W., history, 1957-
Prince, Dr. Mildred W., speech, 1957-1958 
Pruitt, Sylvia, philosophy, 1965-1967 
Pugh, David B., education, 1951-1956 (First director of Evening Col-

lege ) 
Pugh, Ellen, English, 1952-1953 
Pummill, John D., voice, 1968-1970 
Purcell, Claire, English, 1944-1945 
Purkey, Dr. Edwin Raymond, French, 1965-1966 

Ragsdale, Lena M., Bible and dean, 1919-192 I 
Raines, Mary P., librarian with faculty rank, 1962-
Ramsay, Mary, music, 1904-191 I 
Rankin, Eloise, education, 1950-1956 

·Rankin, John B., English, 1976-1977 
Ray, Frances Clarissa (see Shay) 

·Reeves, David C, business, 1977-1978 
Reeder, Linda H., English, 1969-1971 
Reichard, Dr. Richard, history, 1969-1975 

·Reichs, Dr. Kathleen, sociology, 1978-
Reid, Charlsey, dramatics, 1928-1929 
Reilly, Charles N., chemistry, 1948-1950 
Renfro, Forney Traylor, economics, 1977-1978 
Rent, Dr. Clyda S., sociology, 1972-
Rethlingshafer, Dr. Dorothy, psychology, 1942-1944 
Reynolds, Charles, English, 1968-1975 
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Richards, Marguerite, piano, 1926-1929 
Richardson, Caroline G., modern language, 1950-1973 
Richardson, Don, violin, 1936-1940 
Rimkus, Dr. Raymond A., political science, 1973-1976 

"Roberts, Dorothy H., English, 1977-1978 
"Roberes, Earle D., religion, 1974-
-Roberts, La Verne, music, 1976-
Robertson, Dr. Charles W., biology, 1944-1950 
Robertson, Lora Lee, biology, 1927-1931 
Robertson, Robert Glenn, French, 1968-1969 
Robinson, Dana Fulcher, sociology, 1945-1951 
Robinson, M. Grace, voice, 1935-1948 
Rockwell, Dr. Leo L., German, 1958-1959 
Rodgers, Catherine B., drama, 1979-
Rolandi, Jane F. (see Coker) 
Rollins, Wilhelmina, education, 1975-1976 

"Root, William James, nuclear medical technology, 1977-
Rose, Myrna Haskins, French, 1969-1971 
Ross, Sue F., English, 1966-1968 

"Roth, Elizabeth, music, 1972-1979 
Rothe, Nicole Marguerite, French, 1967-1968 

Sadler, Adele L., secrerarial administration, 1949-1950 
Salley, Dr. Louise, history, 1957-1964 
Samuels, Elsie, piano, 1921-1922 
Sanderlin, Dr. George W., English, 1942-1943 
Saunders, Dr. Mary Nell, music and drama, 1977-
Schickedantz, Mary, modern language, 1948-1955 
Schussler, Carrilee, piano, 1922-1926 

"Schwartz, Stuart C , history, 1976-
Scott, Arthur W., sociology, 1965-1967 
Scott, Harley A., Jr., psychology, 1950-1952 
Scott, Lizzie M., domestic art, 1917-1918 

"Scott, Walter P., M.D., nuclear medicine, 1976-1977 
Seaberg, Dorothy, secretarial administration, 1943-1945 
Sessions, G. Anne, sociology, 1962-1964 
Shamsedin, E. M., economics, 1958-1959 
Sharpe, Elfreda (see Keller) 
Sharpe, Nella, piano, 1930-1931 

"Shaw, Whitney Ray, journalism, 1977-
Shay, Mrs. Daniel H., domestic science, 1917-1919 
Shealy, George A., art, 1960-1975 
Shealy, Dr. Joyce Hayes, psychology, 1960-
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Shearer, Elizabeth Eichelberger, latin and Greek, 1915-1917 
Shelton, Alta, history, 1913-I 9 I 7 
Shelton, Edna Earle, history and economics, 1921-1924 
Shewmaker, Dr. W.O., religious education, 1923-1925 
Shipstone, Dr. Eva I., psychology, 1965-1966; (president, Isabella Tho-

burn College, Lucknow, India) 
Shisler, Dr. Lorene, latin, 1945-1948 
Shumaker, Dr. James D., philosophy, 1970-1972 
Sica, Aleo, music, 1969-
Siler, Ruth Prince, voice, 1930-1931 
Simpson, Barbara A., economics, 1972-1975 
Sinclair, Virginia Smith, music, 1948-195 I 
Sipe, Melvin I., Jr., music, 1954-1957 
Skinner, Ellen, secretarial administration, 1950-1952 
Slaton, Clara Barnett, history and dean of students, 1939-1940 
Smith, Carol Walker, new dimensions, 1978-
Smith, Dr. Harriet Nisbet, psychology, January, 1931 
Smith, Julienne Mongin (see Mongin) 
Smith, Mary Thomas, education, 1962-
Smith, Minnie Wriston, vocal culture, 1911-1912 

Smith, Robert L, chemistry, 1962-1963 
Smith, Ruth E., violin, 1913-1917 
Smith, Virginia (see Sinclair) 
Sommerville, Dr. Charles William, Bible and religious education, 1925 

---<lied 1938 
Snyder, Robert A., music, 1957-1962 
Snyder, William W ., speech and dramatics, 1952-1956 
Spencer, Dr. Floyd Albert, sociology, 1951-1955 
Stafford, Harry c., religion, 1977-1978 and· 1978-1979 
Stagg, The Rev. J. W ., D.O., mental science, 1899-1901 
Starnes, Kathryn c., music, 1961-1962 
Starr, Elizabeth, voice, 1921-1935 

·St. Clair, Dr. Edward Byron, philosophy, 1978-1979 
Stegner, Dr. George A., music, 1955-
Stephens, Adelaide, piano, 1907-19II 
Sterling, Lois Noble, art, 1915-1917 

·Sterrett, Tate K., business, 1978-1979 
Stevens, Dr. Phyllis W., psychology, 1956-1958 
Stewart, Mrs. E. H., assistant in music department, 1903-1908 

• Stigall, Robert E., music, 1973-
Stokes, Elsie (see Moseley) 
Stone, Florence M., science, 1920-1929 
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Stout, Dr. Agnes, English, I929-I940 
Storey, Carl, accounting and economics, I950-I956 
Stribling, Emily, home economics, I944-I946 
Strickland, Helen, dramatics, I945-I95I 
Strunks, Dr. Emily Jo, French, I976-I977 
Stuntzner, David C, art, I962-I965 
Sturm, Harlan Gary, Spanish, I966-I967 
Sturm, Sara Higgins, French, I966-I967 
Suite, Anne S., sociology, I964-I965 
Sulek, Malmarie B., sociology, I972-I973 
Sweet, Gordon W., music and dean, I940-I958 
Swingle, Elizabeth C, home economics, I943-I944 
Syfert, David Y., political science, I968-I972 

Tarlton, Summers, religious education, I943-I96I 
Taylor, Mary Lee, Bible, I94I-I969 
Taylor, Mary Lorene, sociology, I967-I968 
Templeton, Mary McCullock, mathematics, I95 I-I952 
Thompson, Dr. Jesse C, Jr., biology, I967-I969 
Thompson, Mary Catherine, primary department, I9II-I9I3 
Thompson, Thomas Patrick, sociology, I977-I979 
Thompson, Dr. William A., histOry, I975-
Thomson, Bruce R., sociology, I958-I960 
Tignor, J. M., education and philosophy, I927-I928 
Tillett, Laura A., English, I939-I959 
Tilletr, Nerrie Sue, English, I9I7-I9I9 
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Todd, Matilda Ferguson, co-principal of primary department, I907-
I9II 

Tomlinson, Josie C, Spanish, I960-I962 
Townend, Marian Frost, English, I928-I933, • I933-I936 
Trawick, Suzanne, home economics, 1924-1925 
Trimble, Dr. A. T., chemistry, I965-I976 

·Tritt, Anira Dixon Bultmann, music, I97I
Turner, Elizabeth H., histOry, I979-
Turner, Willie Kibler, science, I926-I927 
Turnipseed, Marie, mathematics, I928-I938 
Tyler, Mary D., intermediate histOry and geography, I899-I909 
Tynes, Harriet, sociology, I94I-I943 
Tyson, Dr. Cynthia H., English, and dean, I969-

Vann, Ann, mathematics, I938-I940 
Voedisch, Hulda, voice culrure and violin, I9I7-I9I8 
Vollrath, Edmind Michael, mathematics, I967-I968 



Wade, Helena S., voice culture, 1906-1907 
Wade, Lena Jones, English, 1912-1913 
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Walker, Elizabeth T., physical education, 1968-1969, 1973-
Walker, Lelia, Latin and English, 1903-1906 
Walker, Dr. Lillie Cudar, chemisrry, 1929-1930 
Walker, Mrs. Lucian, principal of primary deparrrnent, 1900-1902 
Walkup, Jane Galloway, education, 1978-1979 
Wallace, Anne Chenault, expression, 19II-1912 
Wallace, Margaret, chemisrry, 1942-1943 
Walton, Dr. John, education, 1950-1951 
Washburn, Ethel, English, 1908-19II 
Watkins, Elizabeth S., secretarial studies, 1936-1938 
Watkins, Mildred C, Bible and Latin, 1899-1909 
Watson, Melvin R., English, 1941-1942 
Watts, Elizabeth, English, 1944-1945 
Weant, Nancy M., physical education, 1958-1959 
Weaver, Anna 1., librarian, 1957-1960 
Webb, Wallace G., economics, 1965-1968 
Weiant, Dr. Edmund T., modern language, 1959-1976 
Weiss, Carlyle E., music, 1965-1968 
Welker, Jean Peters, piano, 1920-1921 
Welles, Mary Elizabeth, home economics, 1925-1929 
Werkenthin, Theodore A., science, 1925-1926 
Wertz, Latry Jean, business, 1977-1978 
West, Anna Read, modern language, 1921-1927 
West, Sarah M., business, 1947-1948 and 1952-
Wetzler, Dr. William Fredetick, education, 1951-1955 
Wharton, Mary, music, 1935-1940 
Wharton, Dr. Robett L, modern language, 1947- 1948 

·Wheeler, Anne, education, 1972-1975 
Whisnant, Charleen S., English, 1958-1959 
Whitaker, Mary Dorothy, psychology, 1949-1951 
Whitmore, Mary R., principal of fitting school, 1918-1920 
Whitted, Margaret Overman, biology, 1928-1930 
Whyte, Florence, modern language, 1929-1930 
Whyte, Ruth Louise, art, 1959-1962 

·Wilkerson, Betty Ruth, religious education, 1979-
Williams, Charlorre E., music, 1946-1948 
Williams, David Alan, history, 1957-1958 

·Williams, Edwin N., interdisciplinary studies, 1979-
·Williams, Robert H., art, 1971-1974 
Wilson, Lawrence A., piano, 1968-1970 
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Wine, Alice, expression and physical culture, 1917-1918 
Winn, Sara, Latin, 19II-1915 
Wireman, Dr. Billy 0., management and education, president, 1978-
Wolf, Charles Michael, sociology, 1970-1971 
Womble, William Warren, French, 1968-1972 
Woods, Margaret, piano and organ, 19II-1912 
Woodson, Mary Louise, religious education, 1944-1947 
Woolen, Sandra A., physical education, 1962-1964 
Wooten, Rosalie, mathematics and Latin, 1926-1928 
Wright, Dr. Elizabeth, Bible, 1962-1972 
Wysor, Nettie, Latin and English, 1902-1903 

Yandle, B. Frank, Bible, 1928-1929 
Young, Ella, lady principal, later dean, 1913-1917 

·Zapata, Karen Jarvis, business, 1978-
Zeluff, Dr. J. Daniel, religion, 1964-1969 

In looking over this lengthy list of faculty members since 1857, 
it is interesting to note that comparatively few persons remained 
on the faculty for a long period of years. However, a study of the 
current (1979-1980) list of forty-four full-tinre faculty members 
above the rank of instructor (excl uding those administrators also listed 
as professors) shows that twenty-one (nearly 48 percent) have been at 
Queens between ten and twenty years, and 43 percent of this group 
has served twenty years or more. 

ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIPS 

In the academic year 1962-1963, Queens received its first endowed 
professorships. Two Carol Belk professorships (art and chemistty) 
were given for one year only; four Dana professorships (biology, 
English, music, and sociology) were followed by a fifth (histoty) in 
1963-1964. These five Dana-endowed professorships are now held 
by faculty members in the departments of biology, history, music 
(two), and psychology. Also, since 1962-1963, a Z. Smith Reynolds 
professorship has been held by a member of the department of foreign 
languages. 
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DR. ETHEL M. ABERNETHY 
Queens College 1917-1954 

Following the tradition of Miss Lily Long who retired in 1910, Dr. 
Ethel Abernethy was a long·time member of the college faculty. . 

"Miss Ab" had been at Queens for one year when I arrived as a 
freshman in the fall of 1918, and she taught a little bit of everything 
in spite of the fact that the catalog lists her as a teacher of psychology 
and history. Several years later she is listed as teaching philosophy 
and education; and it was not until the catalog for the academic year 
1940-1941 that she is listed as only professor of psychology. I vety 
definitely remember that she taught me modern history and English 
literarure in 1919-1920; ethics in 1920-1921; and psychology and 
logic in 1921-1922. I got my best grades in history, but what I re
member most about all this from so long ago is that we did psychology 
"lab" when the only available place for it was on the arms of the 
class-room chairs. 

Dr. Abernethy is a native North Carolinian who had lived all 
over the western part of the state because her father was a Methodist 
preacher who was a member of the Western North Carolina Confer
ence. To this day she retains her love for the North Carolina moun
tains. Her undergraduate work was completed at Duke University 
(then Trinity College) where, years after she had graduated, she was 
invited to become a member of Phi Beta Kappa because of her bril
liant undergraduate record. 

Ethel Abernethy was one of the "building stones" of Queens Col
lege who could be depended upon in times of emergency. When Dr. 
Elizabeth Blair died in January of 1935, Dr. Abernethy took over the 
work of the office of the dean of instruction in addition to her heavy 
teaching load. In this, she had the support of her good friend, Miss 
Alma Edwards, who at this time had become dean of students in addi
tion to teaching Latin. 

On several short leaves of absence from Queens, Miss Abernethy 
did graduate work at Johns Hopkins University and at the University 
of Chicago from which institution she obtained her Ph.D. Queens can· 
ferred a doctor of science degree on her in 1957. She is a true scholar 
and had the ability to transmit her love for psychology to a number of 
students over a long period of years. 

Dr. Ethel Abernethy was responsible for the development of the 
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psychology department at Queens, and she has been honored on several 
occasions by alumnae of the department and those who now make up 
the faculty of this department. Now, advanced in age, she still lives in 
her own home on Clement Avenue in Charlotte. 

DR. JAMES R. NINNISS 
Queens College 1912-1937 

Quoting Miss Harrell (R.H. p. 122): 

With the beginning of the school year 1912-19I3, Dr. James Richard 
Ninniss, an Englishman from lancashire, became Head of the Music De
partment and, as had been Dr. (Charles R.J Fisher, organist of the First 
Presbyterian Church. He was gtaduated from the College of Music in Lon
don at 15 years of age and was a professional accompanist at seventeen. For 
some years he was organist at the Southwark Cathedral in London. When he 
first came to America he was organist at a large New York City church. He 
remained at Queens for twenty-live years. Some twenty of his former pupils 
are music teachers in Charlotte. 

PROFESSORS EMERITI· 

Dr. Ethel M. Abernethy (I9 I 7-I954), Professot Emeritus of Psychology, 
I954 

Elsie Stokes Moseley (1912-1917 and 1937-1955), Assistant Professor 
Emeritus of Music, I955·· 

Rena Chambers Harrell (I919-I957), Librarian Emeritus, I957·· 
Dr. Herbert V. Carson (I948-I958) , Professor Emeritus of Bible, Re-

ligion, and Philosophy, I958·· 
laura A. Tillett (I939-1959), Professor Emeritus of English, I959 
Sarah McKee Nooe (I934-I965), Professor Emeritus of Biology, I965 
Thelma Albright (1937-I939 and I941-I966), Associate Professor 

Emeritus of English, I966 
Roberta T. S. Chalmers (1959-I968), Associate Professor Emeritus of 

English, I968 
Sarah Irene Dunlap (I945-I968), Assistant Professor Emeritus of Home 

Economics, I968 
Mary Lee Taylor (I94I-I969), Associate Professor Emetitus of Re

ligion, I969 
Mildred Morse McEwen (I924-197I), Professor Emeritus of Chemistry, 

I97 I 

• Listed in order of their retirement . 
•• Deceased. 
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Charles E. Brewer, Jr. (1961-1973), Associate Professor EmerituS of 
Economics, 1973 

Caroline Gordon Richardson (1950-1973), Assistant Professor Emeri
tus of French, 1973 

Dr. Hughes B. Hoyle, Jr. (1945-1974), Professor EmerituS of Mathe
matics, 1974 

Mildred 1. Miscally (1946-1974), Assistant Professor Emeritus of Jour
nalism, 1974 

George A. Shealy (1960-1975), Professor EmerituS of Art, 1975 
Albert R. May (1960-1979) , Professor EmerituS of Music, 1979 

HONORARY DEGREES AWARDED BY QUEENS COLLEGE 

192 7 Mrs. Cameron Morrison Doctor of Laws 
1927 Ailene McKenzie Doctor of Religious 

Education 

May 30, 1955 Dr. Margaret Jarman Hagood Doctor of Science 

December 10, 1956 Dorothy Shaw McLeod Doctor of Humanities 
December 10, 1956 M yrde Williamson Doctor of Humanities 
December 10, 1956 Dr. Rachel Henderlite Doctor of Humanities 

February 19, 1957 Connie Myers Guion, M.D. Doctor of Science 
February 19, 1957 Mary Martin Sloop, M.D. Doctor of Humanities 

June 3, 1957 Dr. Althea Kratz Hottel Doctor of Humanities 
June 3, 1957 Dr. Ethel M. Abernethy Doctor of Science 

June 2, 1958 Dr. Mary Latimer Gambrell Doctor of Humanities 

June I, 1959 Irving Harding Johnson Doctor of Laws 

May 30, 1960 Mereb E. Mossman Doctor of Humanities 
May 30, 1960 Emily Lynch Lowe Doctor of Humanities 

1960-6x No degree conferred 

June 3, 1962 Judge Susie Marshall Sharp Doctor of Laws 

1963-64/ 1964-65 No degree conferred 

May 30, 1966 Dr. Eva I. Shipstone Doctor of Science 

1967-68 No degree conferred 

May 18, 1969 Bonnie Ethel Cone Doctor of Humanities 

May 17, 1970 Gladys Avery Tillett Doctor of Humanities 

May x6, x971 Charlotte Abbott Kelly Doctor of Science 
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May 21,1972 Martha W. Griffiths Doctor of Laws 
May 21,1972 Argentina S. Hills Doctor of Humanities 
May 21,1972 Dr. Sara Little Doctor of Humanities 

May 20, 1973 Eudora Welty Doctor of Humanities 

May 19, 1974 M. Mellanay Delhom Doctor of Humanities 
May 19, 1974 Elizabeth Duncan Koontz Doctor of Humanities 

May 24, 1975 Dr. J uanira M. Kreps Doctor of Humanities 

May 22,1976 Sara McKee Nooe Doctor of Science 
May 22, 1976 Elizabeth Sewell Doctor of Humanities 

May 7,1977 Elisabeth Hair Doctor of Humanities 

May 13, 1978 Thelma Albright Doctor of Humanities 
May 13, 1978 Elizabeth B. Clarkson Doctor of Science 

May 12, 1979 Sarah Bernice Moseley Doctor of Humanities 

ALGERNON SYDNEY SULLIVAN AWARD 

The award is made by the New York Southern Society to perpetuate 
the memory of its founder, Algernon Sydney Sullivan, whose dominant 
characteristics were love for and service to others. 

The recipients of the award are chosen by the faculty of the college. 
In the selection of the recipients, nothing shall be considered except 
the possession of such characteristics of heare, mind, and conduct as 
evince a spirit of love for and helpfulness toward other men and 
women. 

Student 
1948 Eleanor Collins Huske 
1949 Lillian Ross McCulloch 
1950 Sarah Eleanor Godfrey 
1951 Bettie Rainey Gamble 
1952 Mary Willodene Smith 
1953 Anne McQueen Clark 
1954 Grace Glenn Hager 
1955 Jacqueline Ramseur Jetton 
1956 Margaret Brice 
1957 Martha Blackwell Stone 
1958 Elizabeth Nelson Henderson 
1959 Gladys Jewell Lineberger 

Honorary 
Hunter Marshall 
David Ovens 
McAlister Carson 
Edwin E. Jones 
Dr. James A. Jones 
William H. Barnhardt 
George W. Dowdy 
Herschel H. Everett 
Rena Chambers Harrell 
Mary Irwin Belk 
James Norman Pease 
James J. Harris 
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1960 Priscilla Ann Selby Monroe T. Gilmour, M.D. 
1961 Ruth Kirkland Wilkes C. P. Srreet 
1962 Parricia Gaynor Arscorr Ethel Parrick Stowe 
1963 Sula Ann Evans Carl G. McGraw 
1964 Roberta Louise Gittings Edwatd G. Lilly 
1965 Linda Ann Folk Paul Quattlebaum 
1966 Donna Sue Mullen Benjamin S. Horack 
1967 Rosalie Vincent Beaudrot H. F. Kincey 
1968 Laura Donna Laney Irving Harding Johnson 
1969 Virginia Louise Jones Charles A. Dana 

(accepted by Mrs. Dana) 
1970 Susan Charlotte Merritt Edward H. Little 
197 1 Beth Wright Lawson Irwin Belk 
1972 Pamela Sue Wilson Thelma Albright 
1973 Helen Keller Graeme M. Keith 
1974 Winifred Fulmer Kathryn C. Preyer 
1975 Susan Sublett Roberta T. S. Chalmers 
1976 Susan Wood Ruth Edmiston Hunter 
1977 Sara Elizabeth Arnette Margaret Louise Chapman 
1978 Susan Elizabeth Ellsworth Ann Stellhorn Gebhardt 
1979 Susan Louise Forester Carol Wohlford Mesrobian 

DISTINGUISHED TEACHING AWARD 

In order to emphasize the fact that quality of teaching is the most 
important single concern of Queens College, the Board of Trustees, 
in June 1958, created a Distinguished Teaching Award in the amount 
of $2,000 to be awarded at the end of each academic year. 

The recipient of the award is selected by the president and the dean 
of the college after consultation with individual members of a com· 
mittee appointed by the president. The recipient of the award is not 
eligible for selection for the award for a period of five years. 

Year 
1958- 1959 
1959-1960 
1960-1961 
1961-1962 
1962-1963 
1963-1964 
1964-1965 
1965-1966 

Recipient 
Stuart D. Currie, Ph.D. 
Mildred Morse McEwen, Ph.D. 
Dougald MacDougald Monroe, Jr., Ph.D. 
Jack H. Fehon, Ph.D. 
Roberra T. S. Chalmers, L.H.D. (Kenyon College) 
William Beidler, Ph.D. 
George A. Stegner, D.F.A. 
Joyce Hayes Shealy, Ph.D. 
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This award was given by the Board of Trustees for the last time 
in 1965-1966. Three years later, the faculty established the Faculty 
Teaching Award which continues to recognize excellence in teaching. 

FACULTY TEACHING AWARD 

In each academic year since 1969, a faculty committee, chosen by 
the faculty itself, selects the recipient of a Faculty Teaching Award. 
Those who have received this award are as follows : 

1969 Nancy L Eagle (Duncan) 1975 Dr. Joseph E. Lammers 
1970 Charles E. Brewer 1976 Dr. Charles O. Hadley 
1971 Dr. Edmund T. Weiant 1977 Dr. Paul B. Newman 
1972 Richard A. Davis 1978 Dr. Jimmie C. Oates 
1973 Dr. Marjorie T. Kirby 1979 Dr. Clyda S. Rent 
1974 Dr. Virginia L Martin 

FACULTY MARSHALS 

For many years the faculty had marched in academic procession at 
commencement. I particularly remember the baccalaureate sermons 
which were at the First Presbyterian Church and rhe Second Presby
terian Church on alternate years, but I have no recollection of who 
"lined us up." Later on, we alternated between the Myers Park 
Methodist and Myers Park Presbyterian Churches. 

In the midsummer 192 I issue of the Queens Blues, referring to 

the baccalaureate convocation which was held at the Second Presby
terian Church that year, we find: "A new feature was added to the 
customaty marching when the faculty, gowned and hooded, followed 
the senior class in the march." This would indicate that this was the 
first academic procession at the college. 

The first official faculty marshal that I remember was Dr. Minnie A. 
Graham. She was a tall, slender, distinguished-looking lady with snow 
white hair. She was a product of Bryn Mawr, and she knew correct 
academic procedure. She was faculty marshal from 1930 until her 
retirement in 1945. (Do any of you alumnae readers remember the 
look on Dr. Graham's face the day she got up in the middle of the 
commencement proceedings and solemnly led a mongrel dog off the 
platform? ) 

• 
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Four faculty marshals have served the college over the past fifty 
years: 
1930-1945 
1945- 1954 
1954-1971 
1971-

Dr. Minnie A. Graham 
Dr. Erhel Abernerhy 
Dr. Mildred Morse McEwen 
Dr. Joyce Hayes Shealy 

FACULTY CITATIONS 

On their retirement, several members of the Queens faculty have 
received citations from the Board of Trustees and/or the Queens Col
lege Alumnae Association but, as far as I know, Mildred Miscally is 
the only staff member to receive one from the faculty. This citation 
reads: 

Reso lution : On th e Retirement o f MILDR ED l O IS MISCAll Y as Di rector o f 
Publications and P laceme nt 

WHEREAS. Mildred L. Miscal/y has performed a grea t number of sen/ices for Queens 
CollpgE' oner a pt'riod of twenty-seven arid o m:>-half years; and 

W HEHEAS, These ma"yscruiccs have been fulfil1pd ill II HltHlller rcl''Icling a lIigh devo
tioll to tile needs, il, leresIs, a"d purposes of Queens College and its community; GIld 

WHEREAS. During these past ttoonty-seuen and one-half years w(" have come to 10,.1(> 
and ,-('specl }If!r, not DIlly for her sut/ice and devotion to Queens Coll('gc, but also for 
her wt,/"mlh and fricudli1lt,ss to each of us; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we la ke this oJ'Porfll lliry to thank her for her III/limited servirze to 
Queem Cofl£'ge; and be it 

RESOLVED FURTHER, That we ,ake this oPllorflHlity to record our love and respect 
fo r her and to say to her that her absC!nce will be dc>cply felt. 

GIVEN, at Charlotte, North Carolina, on the 8th day of February ill the ;year of our 
Lord 1974. 
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Alumnae 

The Alumnae Association 

A s has been mentioned in the section on Student Publications, io 
.fl. 1958 (after Miss Harrell's history was written) there came to 
light a single copy of the Polymnian Volume II, Number I, a literary 
magazine published by students of the Presbyterian College io Novem
ber 1897. In this magazine there was an article from which I 'quote: 

On June 2 , 1897, in response to a call from the literary societies of 
the Presbyterian College, inviting all who had ever been students ... 
Burwell to the present day ... , a number of alumnae assembled in the 
chapel of the college, among them rwo who were present on the first day 
on which the institution began its noble work. . .. 

An Alumnae Association was then organized by an election of ollicers. 
Mrs. Armistead Burwell, President .. .. An annual meeting will be held 
on the first day of commencement, the rwenty eighth of may. 

There is no further record of an alumnae association until the 
meeting held on June 2, 1902, with Miss Cordelia Phifer as its 
president. Records are contiouous since that time. 

Miss Harrell says that the year 1905 saw the first banquet held 
by the association. 

An article in the Queens Blues for March 13, 1940, says that on 
May 6, 1908, there was a Fiftieth Anniversary Luncheon at which 
the speaker was Lydia Brevard Harris (Craig) who had been desig
nated a First Honor student io the first class to graduate from the 
Charlotte Female Institute in June 1859. There were four others io 
this first senior class: Melvioa Alexander, Mary Young, Margaret Mc
Lester, and Julia Amanda Springs. Julia Springs and Lydia Harris 
were the first two students to matriculate in the school. 

Mrs. Craig said: "Dr. Burwell would never allow his pupils called 
graduates, nor did he give diplomas; he always said we were but 
on the threshold of an education." 
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The May 1914 Alumnae Luncheon was the last meeting to be 
held in the College Street building. Arrhis meeting, Mrs. Julia Amanda 
Springs made the address. She had been fifteen years old when she came 
to the school in 1857 and she was seventy-two years old at the time of 
this occasion. 

At the Presbyterian College, commencement was always a three 
or four-day affair and this general pattern was followed for many years 
at Queens. A 19°7 newspaper clipping in the college archives shows 
the interest that the people of Charlotte took in the college in the 
early years of this century: 

The Presbyterian churches of the city were all closed last night in order 
that their members might be free to attend the baccalaureate service at 
the Presbyterian College. The auditorium was already crowded, lower Boor 
and gallery, with 1200 people, when Dr. Fisher began to play the SUfJum 
Corda which opened the service. 

For many years the Alumnae Luncheon was held on Saturday of 
the commencement week-end. In 1926, the first Alumnae Baby Show 
was held; this was an annual tradition until the alumnae meeting was 
moved from the end of the academic year to sometime in April and 
named "Homecoming." In these earlier years a typical commence
ment program began with the Baby Show and luncheon on Saturday 
morning, followed by the Baccalaureate Convocation on Sunday, Class 
Day and Arc Exhibit on Monday afternoon, a concert on Monday 
night, and Graduation on Tuesday. 

In May 1928 the members of the first fifty-year class were hon
ored. Mrs. I. W. Faison, who was the only living graduate of the Class 
of 1858, "told in a sprightly manner of the old days and the old 
ways." (R.H. p. 131) 

In the 1960's Alumnae Homecoming was moved to sometime in 
April and now consists of a weekend of evenrs including informal 
class get-togethers on Friday night, the Alumnae Luncheon on Sat
urday, and a dinner on Saturday night. 

From the late 1940'S to the middle 1970'S, alumnae contributed 
to the annual Alumnae Fund. Even earlier alumnae paid yearly 
Alumnae Association dues. Recently, planned alumnae giving has fluc
tuated with the changes in policies and personnel; however, in 1978 
the fund became a part of the New Horizons Fund. In 1979, it was 
reestablished as the Alumnae Annual Fund. 



RecordJ and Memorabilia 

PRESIDENTS OF THE ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION 

1802-1903 Miss Cordelia Phifer (1870) 
1903-1905 Mrs. Margaret Henderson Irwin (1877) 
1905 - 1 908 Mrs. J. L. Chambers (1889) 
1908-1910 Miss Laura Orr (1867) 
1910-1912 Mrs. May Oates Pharr (1900) 
1912-1913 Mrs. Belle Atkins Carson (1886) 
1913-1914 Mrs. May Oates Pharr (1900) 
1914-1916 Mrs. Irving Harding McGeachy (1909) 
1916-1917 Mrs. Ida McDonald Hook (1892) 
1917-1918 Mrs. Annie Dewey Chambers Keesler (1914) 
1918-1920 Mrs. Beth McClintock Flowers (1902) 
1920-1922 Mrs. Betty King Sherill (1913) 
1922-1923 Mrs. Betty Thomas Shaw ( 1889) 
1923-1924 Mrs. Bessie Lee Flowe Redd (1914) 
1924-1925 Mrs. Eula May Shull (1906) 
1925-1926 Miss Eloise Rankin (1907) 
1926-1927 Miss Rena Harrell (1912) 
1927-1928 Mrs. Eunice Jeffries Squires (1912) 
1928-1930 Mrs. Onie Lee Rodman Brown (1902) 

Honorary President-Miss Lily Long 
1930-1932 Mrs. Lilian Reid Rut2ler (1911) 
1932-1933 Mrs. Mary Irwin Belk (1901) 
1933-1934 Mrs. Della Richards Coulter (Chicora 1914) 
1934-1935 Mrs. Jean Craig Evans (1929) 
1935-1937 Mrs. Margaret Harrelson Helms (1925) 
1937-1939 Mrs. Lucy Harris Ross (1907) 
1939-1941 Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Wearn Crook (1919) 
1941-1943 Mrs. Mildred Lubbock Howerton (1925) 
1943-1945 Miss Sarah Locke Blythe (1925) 
1945- 1947 Mrs. Frances Boyd Flintom (1923) 
1947-1949 Mrs. Mildred Lubbock Howerton (1925) 
1949-1951 Mrs. Jane Renfrow Brown (1933) 
1951-1953 Mrs. Kathleen Mahood Barker (1927) 
195 3-1955 Mrs. Daisy Wilson Hicks (1926) 
1955-1957 Mrs. Eleanor Hayes Barnhardt (1935) 
1957-1959 Mrs. Julia Miller Alexander (1942) 
1959-1961 Mrs. Lillian Smith Brooks (1938) 
1961-1963 Mrs. Caroline Love Myers (1955) 
1963-1965 Mrs. Ruth Edmiston Hunter (1942) 
1965-1967 Miss Ann Bracken (1943) 
1967-1969 Mrs. Margaret Thompson Miller (1936) 
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1965)-1971 
1971- 1973 
1973-1975 
1975-1977 
1977-1979 
1975)-

Mrs. May Lebby Smith Rogers (1936) 
Mrs. Ann Mauldin Elliot (1942) 
Mrs. Beth Lowdermilk Armstrong (1956) 
Mrs. Virginia Grey Vance (1949) 
Mrs. Mary Jacqueline Vaughan Chambers (1961) 
Mrs. Ann Strickland Schrader (1965) 

Alumnae Secretaries 

259 

Miss Harrell, in talking about the meeting of the Alumnae Associa
tion in 1913-1914, says: 

The employment of a paid secretary (for betrer organization of the 
alumnae) was decided upon and Miss Louise Flournoy was appointed to 
this position. 

Some half a dozen or more persons have worked on the compilation of 
the alumnae records. The position which Miss Flournoy held for three 
years was abolished in 1917 through no fault of Miss Flournoy. America 
was at war and Queens College was involved in financial difficulties at this 
time. 

Now (1979) Miss louise Flournoy lives at Sharon Towers, a 
Presbyterian Home in Charlotte where many of our older alumnae 
now live. 

Since that time the alumnae secretaries (with title later changed 
to Director of Alumnae Affairs) have been: 

192 5-192 7 
1927-1936 
1936-1941 
1941- 1946 
1946-195 3 

1960-1961 
1961- 1965 
1965-1969 
1965)-1973 
1973-1977 
1977-1978 
1978-

Miss Annie Parks Moore (Class of 1925) 
Miss Mary Forman 
Miss Ruth Grover (Class of 1935) 
Miss Virginia Smith (Class of 1940) 
Miss Mildred Miscally who was Director of Public Relations 
which included Alumnae Activities 
Mrs. Alice Barron, Field Secretary (Admissions), 1950-
1953 
Mrs. Ann Ritch Sanders 
Miss Gordon Freeman (Class of 1950) 
Mrs. Rita Simpson 
Miss Anne Caldwell 
Miss Eugeuia Burton (Class of 1966) 
Mrs. lalla Marshall Gribble, Acting (Class of 1942) 
Mrs. Judy Napier Page (Class of 1970) 
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This is a page from a notebook which was evidently an attempt to gather 
alumnae records at the alumnae association meeting in 1902. The note
book is divided into "Burwell's," "Chapman," and "Atkinson" sections. 
Three alumnae near the bottom of this page signed in the wrong section. 

Outstanding Alumnae 

Since 1974, the Alumnae Association has given the citation of Out
standing Alumna for meritorious accomplishment and devotion to 
duty in the course of a distinguished career. Recipients have been: 

1974 Mrs. Charles C. Andrews (Grace Hager, 1954), Matthews, N. C. 
Educational consultant, lecturer, visiting instructor; Terry Sanford 
Award; Gold Rose Award; Charlotte's Outstanding Career Wom
an; Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award. 

Mrs. James R. Angell (Katherine Cramer, 1909), New Haven, 
Cnnnecticut. Culinary Institute of America, Cn·Founder-Governor 
Emeritus; Governor's Cnmmittee on State Welfare; former Queens 
Trustee; Yale Medal; Who's Who of American Women; Who's 
Who in the East. 
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Mrs. Edward F. Byars (Betsy Cromer, 1950), Morgantown, West 
Virginia. Author: Saturday Evening Post, Look, TV Guide; twelve 
books for young people; Newberry Medal Winner; National book 
award nominee; book reviewer; television writer. 

MiH Harriette Louise Crane (1938), New York, New York. 
Author: Two books on Africa; editor-writer-lecturer; photograph
er-translator; educational consultant on African Studies. 

Mrs. Curtis B. Johnson (Irving Harding, 1909), Charlotte, N. C 
Observer Company, Board Chairman-President; President, Char
lotte Observer; Queens College Trustee, Honorary Degree Re
cipient, Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award. 

Dr. Sarah Pamela Little (1939), Richmond, Virginia. Professor, 
Union Theological Seminary; Ph.D., Yale University; author, three 
books; numerous articles on Christian Education; Queens Honorary 
Degree; Margaret Walker Bowen Award. 

Mrs. Fred H. Orman (Elizabeth Carmichael, 1928), Huntsville, 
Alabama. Professor Emeritus, Director Emeritus Home Economics 
Extension, University of Alabama; former president, Alabama 
Home Economics Association; President's Unit, American Home 
Economics Association; Southeastern Council on Family Rela
tions, national president, Chi Omega. 

MiH Jane Pratt (ex-1922), Wadesboro, North Carolina. Con
gresswoman; former congressional secretary; administrative as
sistant; newspaper editor; Anson County Historical Society. 

Mrs. Gayle Rogers (May Lebby Smith, 1936), Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Board Member, National YWCA; P.T.A. Family Life 
Council; Charlotte's Woman of the Year; Myers Park Presbyterian 
Church, Women of the Church, president; Queens Alumnae Asso
ciation, past-president; Queens College Trustee. 

1975 June Patterson Bucy, 1950, LaMarque, Texas. Sociology instruc
tor, Galveston College; director, Youth Bureau, YWCA; Grand 
Jury Association; Former Woman of the Year. 

Harriet McDowell Holton, 1942, Shelby, North Carolina. Na
tional Home Economics Teaching Award; Governor's Committee 
on Education; National Advisory Board, FHA; North Carolina 
Home Economics Teacher of the Year. 

Ona Ruth Whitley, 1920, Monroe, North Carolina. Retired bac
teriologist; Who's Who of American Women; Leaders in Ameri
can Science; The World Who's Who of Women. 
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1976 Louise Johnson Guy, 1949, Charleston, South Carolina. Instructor 
in the department of family practice, College of Medicine, Univer
sity of South Carolina in Charleston; author of nwnerous publica
tions on the role of the social worker and related subjects;. Queens 
College Trustee. 

MAry Jean McFadyen, 1942 Atlanta, Georgia. Staff associate in 
leader development with the General Executive Board, Presby
terian Church, U.S.; coordinator of the church education services 
unit in the division of National Mission at the GEB; Margaret 
Bowen Award for distinguished service in Christian Education. 

1977 Sarah Taylor Morrow, MD., eX-1942, Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Secretary of the N. C State Department of Hwnan Resources; 
pediatrician; president of the N. C Public Health Association; 
in successive years named Mother of the Year and Woman of 
the Year in Greensboro, North Carolina. 

1978 Ann Mauldin Elliot, 1942, Charlotte, North Carolina. Director 
of Friendship Trays, Inc. in Charlotte; directs a meal program 
for the elderly; serves on the County Council on Aging; member 
of the Southern Piedmont Health Systems Agency; Queens Alwn
oae Association, past-president; member of Vestry, St. Martin's 
Episcopal. 

1979 Michele Prestera Craig, 1967, Huntington, West Virginia. Served 
three terms in West Virginia House of Delegates; former trustee 
of Queens College; president, Prestera Company. 

Mary Elizabeth Wearn Crook, 1919, Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Elder, Covenant Presbyterian Church; active in work of Presby
terian Church, Presbyterian Hospital, and Bariwn Springs Or
phanage; honorary life-member of Queens Alwnnae Association; 
past-president, Queens Alwnnae Association. 

Dr. Georgelle (Pete) Thomas, 1949, Statesboro, Georgia. Ph.D. 
University of Georgia; professor of Psychology, Georgia Southern 
College; many publications in psychology journals. 

ALUMNAE SERVICE AWARDS 

In September 1974 Alumnae Service Awards were presented for the 
first time in recognition of services in the alumnae association. This 
first year awards were given to the foHowing alumnae: 
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Ann Mauldin Elliot (1942) 
Mary B. Presnell Montgomery (1904) 
Caroline Love Myers (1955) 
Mable Beach Rabb (1944) 
M. Brimage Shuford Stone (1969) 

In September of 1975 the awards were presented to these three 
alumnae: 

Betty Williamson Neal Edwards (1959) 
Sarah Locke Blythe (1925) 
Cornelia Wearn Henderson (1924) 

In her letter of acceptance, written to Virginia Gray Vance (1949) 
who was president of the alumnae association at that time, Mrs. Hen
derson said: 

The very last thing in this world that I ever anticipated or expected 
would be recognition from Queens. After disgracing the college by taking 
one drag from one cigarette, while I was home spending the weekend, and 
being campussed for the whole year, you can imagine my surprise .... 

Doesn't that letter sound exactly like "Nig" Wearn? 
The next service awards were given in the year 1978 and the 

following alumnae were honored: 

Jane Ellen Taylor Norman (1937) 
Beth Lowdermilk Armstrong Whitfield (1956) 

No awards were given in 1976 or in 1977. 
Mary Jacqueline Vaughan Chambers (1961) was given this award 

at Founders Day on October 15, 1979. Also at this Founders Day 
celebration a very special award was given by the college to Lucille 
Finch Jones (Mrs. Edwin 1., Jr., 1961) . This award, a handsome 
bronze Founders Medal is inscribed with the words, "For magnifi
cent support of Queens College and the ideals and goals for which 
it strives." Edwin L, Jones, Jr. has been most generous to Queens, 
and the Jones family endowed seven of the ten prestigious Presidential 
Scholarships. These scholarships are awarded to incoming freshmen of 
high academic promise and provide all college expenses for four years. 
The seven given by the Jones family are known as the Lucille Finch 
Jones Scholarships, 
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Mary Waters Covington Award 

Mary Waters Covington of the Class of 1959 was the daughter and 
granddaughter of Queens alumnae. Her grandmother was Mamie 
Yates Keesler (Mrs. Edward 1. Keesler) and her mother was Sara 
Keesler Waters (Mrs. Wesley C. Thompson). 

After the death of Mary Waters Covington in 1966, one of her 
good friends, Sally Dalton Robinson and her husband, Russell M. 
Robinson II, decided to create an annual award in her memory. This 
award is presented each year at the Alumnae Luncheon to the alumna 
daughter or granddaughter who is judged to be the most outstanding 
student in this category. The award is a book especially selected for the 
recipient. 

1967 Rosalie Vincent Beaudrot 
1968 Donna Laney 
1969 Frances Lawrence 
r970 Betsy Marie Weeks 
1971 Betsy Brezeale 
1972 Martha Sherwood McGeachy 
1973 Mary Morris (Marcie ) Sorrells 
1974 Julie Hancock 
1975 Helen Wells 
1976 Nancy Gordon Sorrells 
1977 Betsy Arnette 
1978 Joanne McCauley 
1979 No award 

HONORARY ALUMNAE 

The citation of Honorary Alumna is awarded by the Alumnae Asso
ciation in recognition of devoted service and in appreciation for unique 
relarionship with the entire college communiry. 

1974 Thelma Albright: Served Queens College for thirry.four years 
as Associate Professor of English, Dean of Students, Assistant to 
the Dean of the College, and Acting Director of Continuing Ed
ucation; upon retirement was named Associate Professor Emeritus 
of English. 

Mildred L. Milcally: Served Queens College twenry-eight years 
as Director of Public Relations, Assistant Professor of Journalism, 
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and Director of Publications and Placement; upon retirement was 
named Assistant Professor Emeritus of Journalism. 

C. P. Street: (Naturally, he would be an Honorary Alumnus.) 
Served Queens College for rwenty·five years as a member of the 
Board of Trustees, Vice-Chairman of the Executive Committee of 
the Board, Chairman of the Committee on Plans and Policies, and 
Chairman of the Board. 

1975 Alice Kiser Ba"on: Served Queens College for ten years as Ad
missions Field Secretary, and Alumnae Director. 

Ann Stellhorn Gebhardt: Served Queens College for eighteen 
years as Assistant Professor of Art, Chairman of the Art Depart
ment, and Dean of Srudenrs. 

1976 Mary Lee Taylor : Associate Professor Emeritus of Religion, taught 
Bible and Religion at Queens from 1941 until her retirement 
in 1969; Secretary of the North Carolina College Teachers of 
Religion; and an advisor to Queens College Christian Association. 

Sarah McKee Nooe: Professor Emeritus of Biology, member of 
the Queens College faculty for more than thirty years, having 
retired from the biology department in 1966; was active in de
veloping the health program, landscaping the campus, and in 
gaining membership for the college in the American Association of 
University Women; exchange professor in India 1966-1967. 

1977 Margaret R. Fehon: Active member of the Faculty Wives Club; 
during summers, chief cook, housekeeper, and "mama" to stu
dents taking Marine Biology at Pawleys Island; worked very hard 
on the 1976 Cornucopia, money-making project of the Queens 
Al umnae Association. 

VeronicaM. Noetling: Campus switchboard operator for over six
teen years; active in the Queens Women's Club having been respon
sible for organizing many of the club's and the staff's social events. 

Dorothy A. Wentz: In the Business Office since 1958; a person 
with amazing recall for names and faces of eighteen years of 
Queens students; active member of the Queens Women's Club. 

1978 Mary W. Robinson: Is "Girl Friday" in the Alumnae Office and 
is an alumna mother. 

Laura A. Tillett: Professor Emeritus of English, member of 
Queens faculty for rwenty years; past-president of the Mecklen-
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burg English Council; editor of the North Carolina English 
Teacher. 

1979 Barton ]. Cathey: Member of the Friends of the Library Board 
since its inception and past-president of this organization; active 
in church and community affairs. ' 

Anne S. Davidson: Past-president of Friends of the Library; active 
in civic affairs and the work of the Presbyterian Church. 

Kathryn C. Preyer: Founder and past-president of the Friends of 
the Library; recipient of the Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award 
in 1974; active in the work of the college and community. 

CLASS GIFTS 

Throughout the years many classes have made gifts to the college but 
at no one place is there a record of these gifts. 

Several of the earlier classes made an attempt to beautify the new 
campus. Mary Elizabeth Wearn Crook (1919) writes: 

I do not know what happened to the $200 we cleared on the carnival 
we held. We wanted to give a fountain for the front campus and we were 
in hopes someone would add to our $200 and build it. No fountain, and I 
suppose the money went for other things. 

Another class gave money toward the building of a gate and other 
classes helped pave the circular drive and provide lights around it. 

Often, a class gift remained in place for some years and then 
gave way to "progress." One example of this is the maroon stage 
curtain given by the Class of 1934 for Ninniss Auditorium [It literally 
wore out.}; and another example is the walk given by the Class of 1932. 
Margaret Johanson Witherspoon (1932) writes : 

[This walk ran} from the corner of Selwyn and Radcliffe to the east 
entrance of Burwell Hall. Embedded in the concrete at the entrance of the 
walk was a plaque bearing a quatrain, writren by Frances Johanson Krebs 
Fain (1932). 

Some class gifts were in the form of interior beautification. The 
several handsome gifts of silver (usually bearing the engraved name 
of the class), the large antique mirror in North Parlor (Pi Hall to 
earlier alumnae), an oil painting, and money toward refurbishing 
Burwell are some examples of these gifts. Some classes gave money 



Laura A. Tillett-English 
Queens College ' 939- ' 959 

Sarah McKee Nooe-Biology 
Queens College ' 934- . g(i5 

Mary Lc:e Taylor-Bible 
Queens College 1941-1969 

T his th reesome was named by students "T .N.T." because of dedica tion to and 
demand for excellence in academic achievement. 

Facuhy circa 1965. 



Dr. Hughes B. Hoyle 
Professor Emeritus of Mathematics 

Queens College 1945-1974 

Eleanor L. Jenkins (Class of 1939) 
Facu lty Member 194 1-

Registrar 19i7-

Sarah I. (Polly) Dunlap, Queens College 1945-1 968 
and Sarah M. West, Queens College 19 47-1948 and 1952-

John Holliday 1907-1963 
Queens College 194; - 1g63 

Dr. Clyda S. Rent 
Dean of Gradua te Progr:lIl1s 

Q ueens Coll ege 1972-



George A. Sh(:3ly, Professor Emer
itus of Art :tnd Dr. Joyce H. Shealy, 
Faculty Marshal ::Ind Professor of 
Psychology. One of our few faculty 
rom:lIlCCS. The leaded glass at the 
right of their front door (shown in 
picture) C:lIne from the original 
President's House on Queens C.'\ol

pus. 

Dr. and Mrs. Norris W. Preyer. 
Norris is professor of history. and 
Kathryn is an honorary alumna. 
She was the recipient of the Sul
livan Award in ' 974 and is one of 
the leaders in the Friends of the 
Librar)' activ ities. 

Dr. 2nd Mrs. George A. Stegner. George 
:Ind Jackie frequently conduct foreign tours. 
He is he:td of music dep:lftll1<:nt. 

Dr. 2nd Mrs. Jack H. Fehon. Jack is professor 
of biology, and Peggy is an honorary alumna. 



Auction . Dean Cynthia Tyson and Dr. Charles Hadley at a Black Friday auction. 

The Gazebo. When thi s photogr:tph was made the little 
owl from the original Ch i Omega house had not yet been 
put on top of the gazebo. 



May Day on Front Campus. Mcmc H ampton was the 1923 
May Queen. 

Daisy Chain circa 1928. 

May Day in the Dell. The 1947 May Queen is now Mary Jane Love 
Nyc, r-,.,LD. There is (1979) no longer a dell , and May Day cdebra· 
tions arc agai n being held on the front campus. 



Boar's H~d. Students shown in this picture are Tookie Dekle, Bonnie 
Myers, Alice MethCessd, Louise Gitlings, and Chris Safford. 

Academic Procession t.ntering Belk Chapel. 



Alice Virginia Springs (1870) and her diploma. 



At Commencement in 1959. Jewell Lin~rger and James J. Harris received 
Algernon Sydney Sullivan Awards, and Mrs. Curtis B. Johnson was given the 
honorary degree, Doctor of Laws. 

Chicora Alwnnae. Mrs. J. Samuel Garner (Margaret Brown), Mrs. 
W. J. Crutchfield (Elizabe th Sa lley), :lIld Mrs. \Vill iam Edmunds 
(Esther Ashe) of the Class of 1920 at reunion in the Chicora Parlor 
at Queens. 



Alumnae Baby Show. Ruth Edmiston Hun
ter (1942) and Betty Bloom True (1943) 
with their children. The baby on the Idt, 
M:Hy Jane Hunter Wingo was graduated 
from Queens in the Class of 1971. 

Three generations at Alumnae Homecoming 
in 1959. Myrtle \Volfe Renfrow (1 902), Mer
rie Jane Browne (1959), and Jane Renfrow 
Browne ( 1933). 

Class of 1932 at 25th reunion in 1957. 



Mildred L . Misc.lly 
Pub lic Relations and Placement 

Associate Professor of Journali sm 

' 946-'974 
Honorary Alumn :l 

Assoc iate Professor Emeritus 
o f Jou rnalism 

Alice K. Barron (Mrs. A. A. Barron) 
Admissions Counselor '950--1953 

Alumnae Secretary ' 953-1960 
Honorary Alumna 

Alumnae of 1924 at 50th reunion in 1974. Aleth ia Bracey T :lylor, Rosa 
Moyc ~'lcrcer Robinson, :lIld Sa rah Mur ray W hisnant. 



Ann Mauldin Elliot ( 1942) 
Outstanding Alu mna 

Alumnae Service Award 

Alumnae &.rvice Awards. Jane Ellen 
Taylor Norman (f937) and Beth Lowd. 
ermilk Armstrong \Vhidldd (1956) 
show their Alumnae Service Awards. 

Class of 1919 at Reunion. Left to right : Annie Price Carr Wunzburg, Eli zabeth 
Sioon, and Mary Elizabeth Wcarn Crook (Outstanding Alumna). 



Ann Mauldin Elliot ( 1942) 
Outstanding Alumna 

Alumnae Sen ·ice Award 

Alumnae &.rvice Awards. Jane Ellen 
Taylor Norman (1937) and Beth Lowd. 
ermilk Armstrong Whitfield ( 1956) 
show their Alumnae Service Awards. 

Class of 1919 at Reunion. Left to right : Annie Price Carr Wurrzburg, Elizabeth 
Sioon, and Mary Elizabeth Wcarn Crook (Outstanding Alumna). 



Cornelia (Nig) W(:arn H(:nd(:cson (1924) 
AlumnJc Scrvic(: Award 

Sarah Taylor Morrow, M.D. ( 1942) 
Outst:lOding Alumna 

Secretary of the North C.,rolin:t State 
Department of Human Resources 

Sarah Locke Blythe (1925) 
Alumnac Service Award 

Elizalxth Carmichael Orman (1928) 
Outstanding Alumna 

National President of Chi Omega 



Dorothy W«:ntz and Ronnie Na«:tling 
H onorary Alumnae 

Ann Gebhardt (Mrs. Bruc«: G«:bhardt) 
Quccns College Art Department 1953-1978 

De:l ll of Students 1958-197 1 
Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award 19i8 

Honorary Alumna 

---
Prcs«:ntation of Portrait. Emi ly Frazer Ku ykenda ll (1 927), Dr. Billy Wireman, 
and Mildred Thompson Hord (1927) with portrait of Dc.1n Sallie McLean pre
sented by the Class of 1927011 the occasion of their fiftieth reunion. 



Virginia Gray Vance ( 1949) and her husband Robert. 

EUanor Felner Boyd ( 1953) is now 
(19i!rI !)80) first vice-president of 
th e.: Alumnae Association. 

Some past presidents of the Alumnae Association at Alumnae Day in 1978. 
First row, left to right : Mary Eli zabeth We;l rn Crook, Frances Boyd Flinlolll, Eleanor Hayes 
Barnhardl, Mildred Lubbock }-Iowenon, P:lu line Owen, Eloise Rankin, iklh Armst rong 
' Vhitfield. 
Second row, left to righ t: Sarah Locke Blythe, Margaret Thompson rv1iller, Caroline Love 
Myers, Ruth Edmiston Hunter, Lillian Smith Brooks, Virginia G ray Vance, Ann Mauldin 
Elliot. 



The Lewandowski Mosaic, Everett Libr:uy. 

Queens College Public Safety St:rvice 1979-1980. 



This little building was 011 the Square (intersection of Tryon and Trade Streets) where 
Charlotte's first "skysc raper" (Independence Build ing) now stands. Dr. John R. Irwin's 
office was upstairs, and I remember going there to be vaccinated before I st:t rted to school. 

Another picture made at the turn of the 
century in "uptown" Charlotte. 

UPTOWN CHARLOTTE 

THEN AND NOW 

(Drawing by Kenneth Whitsett.) 

The NC B building is now at the Square where 
the old Central Hotel once stood. 
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to the library fund, and one class furnished a seminar room. An oil 
painting by contemporary artist Lamar Dodd was given by Olive 
Scarratt Briggs in the name of the class of 1925. 

One early gift shown in photograph section with caption, "Per
gola," is described in a letter from Frances Boyd Flintom which says, 

Yes, our class of 1923 did give a gift to Queens-Mostly a labor of 
love! (And labor iodeed!) We literally (really) sawed down uniform 
cedar trees, then trimmed the branches off carefully. Realliiog that the 
campus needed beautifyiog, we erected a "somethiog" which we called a 
trellis-tree posts were put at even distances abour three feer aparr. The 
ends were lefr open. We planted vioes to trail up our "something." 

A major part of our commencement centered on our gift. I remember 
marchiog through the trellis io our caps and gowns. 

At times, classes did not leave a gift. Lately, others have presented 
a gift at their fiftieth reunion. Examples here are: oil painting of 
Miss Sallie Mclean (Class of 1927 ); oil painting of Miss Rena Har
rell (Class of 1928); and brass accessories for rhe Rena Harrell 
Special Collections Room in the Everett Library (Class of 1929). 

The class of 19II gave an elegant oriental picture in memory of 
Bessie Blakeney Mcllwaine who served as a missionary to Japan. 
Numerous alumnae and friends of the college have made other gifts 
of paintings, silver, brass, statuary, furniture, and books. 

Among recent alumnae gifts are the furnishing of the Woman's 
Career Center on the second floor of the Jernigan Building through 
the generosity of Paulioe Lewis Hayworth (1950), and the carpeting 
of the stairwells and second floor of Burwell Hall by the alumnae 
association. 

Alttmnae Response in Times of Crisis 

In 1919-1920 the Queens College Alumnae Association, under the 
leadership of Mrs. C. C. Hook, Mrs. Claude Cochrane, and Mrs. 
A. A. McGeachy, in an effort to raise the amount that it had pledged 
toward a campaign fund, brought the following artists to Charlotte: 
Galli-Curci, Louise Homer, Geraldine Farrar, and Enrico Caruso. 
This project was underwritten by Charlotte citizens. It is an interest
ing fact that no one had to pay the $100 underwritten because all of 
the money guaranteed was raised by the alumnae. The actual agree
menr and signatures are reproduced on the following pages. 
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"TfoiE FORE.,.OST NEWSPAPER 0' THE CAAOUH"." 

, . 
DAILY AND SUNDAY 

............ c:, 



Altlmnae 
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These concerts were held in the old Ciry Audirorium on the corner 
of Fifth and College Streets. Miss Harrell (R.H. p. I30) says: 

Margaret Reese [Cochrane] went into a leased downtown ollice as sales 
manager for tickets. Due to the splendid executive abiliry of three Queens 
alumnae, some $25,000 was realized from this effort and the debt of the 
college was thereby reduced to $60,000. 

Similarly in I979 Queens alumnae responded in another time of 
crisis. At Founders' Day, Oaober I5, I979, it was announced that 
$ I,049,383 had been pledged in the alumnae drive for the New Hori
zons Fund. This effort was under the direaion of Mary J ac Chambers 
and the Alumnae Board. 
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Then and Now 

CHURCHES THAT WERE ORGANIZED 
ON THE QUEENS CAMPUS 

SIX Myers Park churches had their organizational meetings at 
Queens and conducted services on the campus while their church 

buildings were under construction: 

Myers Park Methodist, 1925 
Myers Park Presbyterian, 1926 
Selwyn Avenue Presbyterian, 1941 

Myers Park Baptist, 1943 
Trinity Presbyterian, 1950 
Christ Lutheran, 1954 

A seventh church, Westminster Presbyterian, met on the Queens 
campus in 1955 while their present building was under construction. 

These churches had their Sunday Schools in the Science Building. 
The Methodists didn't bother me, bur I was awfully glad when one of 
the churches (which shall be nameless) was finished; I no longer had 
to live with a piano in the chemistry lecture room and pick up half
filled paper cups and pieces of doughnuts evety Monday morning. 

THE COLLEGE SEAL 

It is in the 1903 Edelweirs that the first printing of the motto Nisi 
Dominus jrustra first appears. 

Miss Harrell says that the old seal bearing this motto is retained 
on Queens College Libraty bookplate although, naturally, the first 
seal was 
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Miss Harrell wrote this about thitty years ago and the newer library 
bookplates have the latest seal. 

The Chicora seal was 

The College for Women seal was 

In 1930 when Chicora merged with Queens the Queens-Chicora 
seal became 

In 1939 when the word Chicora was dropped from the hyphenated 
name, the seal which is used today became 
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This present-day Queens seal uses the Non minirtrari Jed miniJ
trare from the original Chicora seal thus signifying that Chicora be
came a part of Queens. 

QUEENS COLLEGE SONGS 

Alumnae will think of certain hymns as "College Songs" depend
ing on the generation to which they belong. Examples of this are 
"Oh Mother Dear Jerusalem" and "Ancient of Days" of the twenties 
and "We Would Be Building" of the forties. These are not included 
in this section. 

I think I have the songs that I shall include here in chronological 
order. The first one was written by Dr. Clara Nicolay and the music 
was written by Elsie Stokes (Moseley) in 1913 when the name of the 
college was changed from the Presbyterian College for Women to 
Queens College. 

OUR MOTHER AND OUR QUEEN 

Oh time of happiness and youth, 
Of joyful consecration, 

Of holy zeal for faith and truth, 
And love-born inspiration. 

When earth is clad in vernal hue 
The skies in golden sheen

We raise our hymn of joy to you, 
Our Mother and our Queen. 

You lead from life's uncertain dawn 
To glorious day your daughters; 

In golden pictures you have drawn 
The floods of living waters. 

And round thy banner, blue and blue, 
A faithful host is seen, 

True to their honor, true to you, 
Our Mother and our Queen. 

Though rose-clad hope may open wide 
The future's golden portal; 

And love shall crown ....... happy bride-
Our brows with wreathes immortal; 

Though all our dreams were coming true 
Yet naught our hearts can wean, 
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Nor turn our greatful thoughts from you, 
Our Mother and our Queen. 

To grief and joy-as years go past
Points Fate's unerring finger; 

But changeless shaIl, while life will last, 
Your blessings with us linger, 

Unfaltering love, like morning dew, 
ShaIl keep your mem'ry green

Our lodestar bright, we gaze on you
Our Mother and Our Queen. 

AIMAMATER 

Deep within the waving forest, 
Far from bustling town, 
Stands our noble Alma Mater; 
Proudly looks she down. 

Chorus 
Sing her praises, lift her chorus 
Over hill and dale. 
Hail to thee, our Altna Mater. 
Hail to Queens. AIl hail. 

Deep among the fragrant pine trees 
Is our coIle ge true. 
There our noble Alma Mater 
Proudly stands in view. 

QUEENS COLLEGE HYMN 

Guardian bright, our Altna Mater, 
Molder of our hearts and minds, 
Light high visions in thy daughters 
And a loyalty that binds. 

Gladly do we lift our voices 
Pledging thee our faith and love. 
Teach our minds and hearts to foIlow 
Him who leads us from above. 

Living truth is ever ringing-
Tune our ears to hear that chime. 
Lasting wisdom peace is bringing
Lead us in her way sublime. 
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Queens, to thee we pledge our spiries, 
Ever thine, a loyal band. 
Queens, thy praises we are singing, 
Grateful for thy guiding hand. 

275 

Miss Laura Tillett, professor emeritus, can tell you more about the 
college hymn than I can. She writes: 

As to the College hymn, I am proud to say that it was composed in my 
Advanced Composition class the year of the Centennial. It was a class com
position .... First, we made a study of college songs and hymns to see the 
style used in such; then we decided upon the melody of hymns we liked. The 
melody chosen by the class was a Moravian hymn, "Praise the Lord, Ye 
Heavens Adore Him," written by Bishop John Christian Bechler 1784-
1857. We then proceeded to study the melody on the basis of meter. Differ
ent students contributed different lines. The diction and rhythm of the lines 
were carefully considered. When the hymn was completed, it was submitted 
to members of the English department for their criticism. A few changes 
were made, but as a whole, they were enthusiastic about it and I am vety 
proud of it. 

CHICORA ALMA MATER 

Dear Chicora, we have sought thee 
Thine for e'er to be, 

For we love thee, cherish, honor. 
Chicora hail to thee 

Chorus 
Chicora, Chicora, Chicora 

We will faithful be, 
Loving, loyal, staunch forever 

Chicora, hail to thee. 

Dear Chicora, we will cherish 
Memories of thy halls, 

And of friendships, fond endearing 
Formed within thy walls. 

And ere we leave thy treasured halls, 
We'll sing a song of praise, 

And may the tenderest richest blessings, 
Rest on thee always. 
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 

The following description of this organization was written by Lalla 
Marshall Gribble (Class of 1942) : 

It is significant to note that the new organization, Friends of the Library 
of Queens College, had its beginning with off-campus friends. In October, 
1970, Kathryn (Mrs. Norris) Preyer and others expressed the conviction 
that the Queens library should really have the support and interest of the 
community at large. Mrs. Preyer, Mrs. Rose Anderson, librarian, and Miss 
Thelma Albright met with Dr. Smylie who gave his enthusiastic endorse
ment to the idea. From the very first meeting it was agreed that the main 
purpose of this group would be "supportive," not money-raising. The sec
ond meeting of an informal advisory group was held two weeks later, and 
subsequent meetings included additional interested and enthusiastic friends 
called, unofficially, "the Founding Board." These charter members agreed 
that the college library, long acknowledged as the heart of the academic 
program, should also be recognized as a center of intellectual activity in 
areas beyond the campus. 

In 1975 thete was a challenge gift of $50,000 from the Z Smith 
Reynolds Foundation which was to be matched by $100,000. Several large 
gifts amounted to a total of $40,000 and the Friends of the Library raised 
the remaining $60,000. This money was used to complete the lower level 
of the Everett Library which, in addition to stacks, houses the audiovisual 
center, and for other improvements that have been made in the library. A 
student lounge on the lower floor has been furnished. 

In 1979, the membership of the Friends of the Library has grown to 
850. Each year, the group has voted to give money to the library for the 
purchase of new books. The "Rare Books and Special Collections" room 
has recently been completed and has been named for Miss Rena Chambers 
Harrell, former librarian of Queens College. 

The organization sponsors four events each year: a book review in 
September, a slide presentation in November, the Book and Author 
Luncheon in January, and the annual meeting in the spring when new 
officers are elected. At this dinner meeting there is always a guest lecturer. 

The annual Book and Author Luncheon is the best known and is the 
most popular event sponsored by the "Friends." A sell-out each year, this 
program brings over 400 people to the Queens campus to hear a panel of 
authors of recently published books and to enjoy a luncheon in Morrison 
Hall. 
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Chairmen of the Friends of the Library have been: 

1971-1973 Mrs. Freeman Jones 
1973-1975 Mrs. Norris Preyer 
1975-1977 Mrs. T. J. Norman, Jr. (Jane Ellen Taylor, Cass of 1937) 
1977-1978 Mrs. Henry Cathey 
1978-1979 Mrs. Don Davidson 
1979-1980 Mrs. Rex Gribble (Lalla Marshall, Class of 1942) 

In her will, the late Mrs. Ernest B. Hunter left to the Everett Li
brary a lovely small statue of Milton which has been placed in the 
Rena Chambers Harrell Special Collections Room. Mrs. Hunter was 
an interested member of the Board of Directors of the Friends of the 
Library. 

Another significant gift to this room was an original bronze bust 
of Robert Louis Stevenson, the only one from life, executed by Allen 
Hutchinson at Waikiki, Honolulu, H.I., in 1893. 

A gift to the college, a portrait of Queen Charlotte of Mecklen
burg-Strelitz, now hangs in the Special Collections Room. This 
painting was the gift of Mrs. W. V. (Sara Blythe) Williamson, Jr.; 
F. J. Blythe, Jr.; and R. N. Blythe who are children of the late Mr. 
and Mrs. F. J. Blythe, Sr. The frame carries the following legend: 
"Their Majesties gave me these pictures whole length in oyle of min
ature (sic) size. Extract from Diary of Lady Charlotte Finch." 

SYMBOLISM IN THE MURAL 
EVERETT LIBRARY 

From a booklet published by the college shortly after the Everett 
Library was completed: 

The conception of the mural is symbolic representation of the fields 
of knowledge included in the materials of a college library. The mural is 
six feet in height by sixty feet in length. The symbols are made up of small 
pieces of Italian tile. The background is broken service marble. 

The entire mural is given unity by the relationship between the first 
panel, the last panel, and the central section. The Alpha and Omega of 
the first and last panels are related to the central section which represents 
a number of religious symbols signifying the Christian affiliation of the 
college, both in its institutional life and in its educational ideals. 
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Reading from left to right, the first group of four panels represents 
mathematics, employing symbols that are characteristic of various branches 
of this discipline. 

The next group of panels symbolizes astronomy and physics employ
ing diagrams, formulae, and symbols that have been cbaracteristic of these 
fields at different periods in their history. 

The next group of nine panels symbolizes the humanities including 
reference to the social sciences. The first of these panels represents the 
Gargantuan calendar depicting the various eras of geological time. The next 
panel is related to economics as one of the social sciences and employs the 
symbols for monetary systems in various parts of the world. The next 
three panels represent different forms of language and writing as repre
sentative of the various literary aspects of culture. The next section which 
has an oval shaped light background presents several forms of art. The 
first figure is drawn from African sculpture; the second is representative 
of architecture, combining elements of the Gothic and Romanesque peri
ods. The human figure is symbolic both of the dance and Greek and 
Egyptian influences. At the bottom of the same panel is a Greek libation 
cup. Concluding this series is a panel devoted to the symbols of music. 

The next group of panels represents various aspects of religion. The 
panel on the left is the Ichms which has traditionally represented "Jesus 
the Savior of Man." The dominant symbol in this group is the cross which 
is rendered in black for high contrast and mood. Below the cross are the 
symbols for the Ten Commandments. On the upper left is the symbol of 
Islam; on the right is the Star of David, the symbol of Judaism; and in 
the upper right the Chi Rho symbolizing Christ. On the right side of this 
group are two half-arches characteristic of architectural design in the 
church. 

The next panel is devoted to law and government-the balances and 
gavel representing law, and the eagle representing government. 

The next group of panels represents various forms of chemistry through 
symbols of elements, formulae and structural formulae. Two panels at the 
right of these depict industry by a stylistic representation of spindles and 
shuttles, which are drawn from the textile industry. 

The next group is related to biology, physiology, medicine, and 
nursing. The panels include forms of cell structure, cross·sections of pro
toplasm, the suggestion of the human figure, blood types, and symbols 
characteristic of medicine and nursing. 

The next panel is related to food and agriculture with the use of 
wheat and a suggestion of a diagram of pollination. 

The three panels with the names Plato, Socrates, and Aristotle repre
sent both philosophy and the cultural heritage from the Greeks. 
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The last panel is Omega referring to the first panel and to the center 
section on religion. 

SOME CAMPUS PERSONALITIES THAT 
WILL NOT BE FORGOTTEN 

Over the long period of years covered by this history, there are cam
pus personalities that will always be remembered by someone. Even 
if the memory of a complete name has faded, a first name or a nick
name recalls that person to mind. Sometimes these characters that are 
remembered are faculty members, sometimes students, and some
times those who were responsible for keeping us housed and fed. 
Each generation of alumnae will have its own memories; here are a 
few of my own: 

Jenny, who was loved by everyone and was a life-long friend of 
Miss Harrell. Jenny was a graduate of Bennett College and had come 
to the Myers Park campus from the College Street campus. 

Marshall, who made the college appear elegant at social functions 
even when it was very poor. Marshall and his wife Jived on campus. 

Miss Jones and Miss Engell, who were inseparable friends and 
will be remembered for [heir daily walks. Miss Jones always wore a 
long red sweater and both of rhem wore hats. 

Starr Grier, who kept the cranky furnace going for so many years. 
Dr. Sommerville, who on pay-day always greeted other faculry 

members by saying, "The ghost has walked." Also, he always remem
bered Ground-hog Day. 

Eva Massey, the waitress who, when Joe McEwen grumbled about 
the food one night, said, "Hush your mouth, Mr. Joe, and eat what's 
set before you." 

Joe Clyburn, a self-taught artist who painted so well rhat he had 
an exhibit of his oils in Burwell Hall. 

Anderson ErwiA, who was a familiar face in Burwell for many 
years. 

John Sowell, whom everyone called "Johnny." "We" built the 
desks in the first biochemistry lab when there was no money to buy 
them. And Johnny Brown, who has been in the maintenance depart
ment for a long time, invaluable as "Mr. Fixit." 

Who can forget Mrs. Rosa Mercer, a happy combination of house
keeper, dietitian, hostess, and housemother. She was greatly beloved 
by all students but especially by freshmen. 
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And I remember Rosa Murphy, who felt personally responsible 
for the beautiful silver and linens that were used for sperial occasions. 

And Charlie and Dodds who, under Miss Lorna's supervision, 
built for Queens a reputation for exceedingly good food. (When col
lege girls say that the food is good, it must be really super.) 

I could go on and on-the student named Eve who shaved her 
head, bought a wig, and on hot days in class would take off the wig 
and hang it on the back of an adjacent chair; and the student named 
Sarah, who greeted Mrs. Booker one day with, "My Lord. Where did 
you get that hat!" I am sorry that space permits mention of no more 
because it is fun to remember. 

THEN AND NOW 

I will put the "Now" first and, contrary to what alumnae will ex
pect me to write about, it will not be the student freedom of today. 
In writing this history, to me the thing that illustrates the change in 
Queens as much as anything else is to compare the campus security 
service of today with that of yesterday. 

Oh for the day when I parked my car in front of the door of the 
Science Building! Today I would have to get a visitor's permit to do 
that although from now <January, 1979) until May I do have a stick
er on my Jeep that says that I have a reserved parking place at the far 
end of the tennis courts. My arthritic knees won't let me walk much 
farther than from there to the library. However, being "decrepit" has 
advantages because, for sperial occasions, the considerate security peo· 
pie reserve a convenient parking place for me. 

But, to get on with the security service of today-There is a De
partment of Public Safety directed by a young woman who is a college. 
trained police officer. She oversees the activities of three full·time and 
three part-time officers, all of whom have had at least two years of 
college training in security methods. This training includes not only 
personal and property security but also emergency medical procedures, 
fire safety, and traffic regulation. (March 8, 1979. TA got a parking 
ticket yesterday! ) 

When I see the petite officer (whose picture is in this book) 
equipped with a radio and a container of mace looking almost as 
big as she is, I think of our night.watchman of yesteryear, who pre
sented quite a different picture. 
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I can best describe one of our night watchmen by quoting from an 
article in the Queem Blues, February 26, 1948: 

In Memory of "Mr. Mac" 

"Well, if you are going to be here for a few minutes, I'll go and lock 
up my gals." These were the words "Mr. Mac" always spoke at eleven 
o'clock, as he left the office of the Dean of Students. The term, "my gals," 
expressed his feelings exactly; he thought of them with affection .. . . 
Locking the residence halls was not JUSt a mechanical routine job for him, 
but was caking care of those whom he loved. 

Many incidents which took place during the evening hours reveal 
the unusual character and humor of "Mr. Mac." One evening, a commotion 
was taking place back of Sorority Row; two shots came from his well
known "38." When Miss Albright opened her back door to inquire what 
was happening, she saw two figures running across the hockey field with 
"Mr. Mac" in hot pursuit. When he was asked what had happened, he re
plied in his familiar drawl, "I was JUSt helping them fellows to git where 
they was gain'." 

One Sunday evening JUSt after supper in the sorority houses, two 
seniors came to one of the hostesses and asked for special permission to 
go to Vespers at Davidson .... "Mr. Mac," standing nearby, spoke up, "You 
ain't goin'. There ain't no use in it; you got a good fire in the sorority 
house, and it ain't safe for you younguns to be racin' down that highway 
on Sunday night." 

There was something comfortjng and warming when ooe came in at 
night to find "Mr. Mac's" substantial figure in front of Burwell. Leaning 
on his "big stick," waving his flashlight, he would investigate the car of 
students arriving, and then say, "Well, it's about time you're gettin' in. 
You sneaked off without sayin' anything to me anyhow." 

When the students returned in the fall, he was the happiest person 
on the campus because, as he said, "My gals are back." And what a feeling 
of security to know that whatever happened, "Mr. Mac" was there with his 
"38" and his big stick to attend to everything. 

One night, while he was on duty, "Mr. Mac" (Marshall McCoy) 
had a fatal heart attack. Miss Albright said one of her saddest moments 
was when she came into her office and saw his gun lying on the desk. 
I am sure that she wrote the unsigned article for the Blues. 
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THE FOREWORD of this history was written after the first draft of 
the manuscript was finished. Much has happened to it since then; and 
this afterword comes upon the completion of many editing sessions. 

Looking backward, on rhe last page of rhe 1910 Edelweiss we 
found lines rhat are evidently rhe outpouring of tired editors: 

Oh, farewell toil, and 
welcome rest, 

Ten rhousand times and 
more, 

For now it's gone--
it's gone to press ... 

In this respect, times haven't changed; but now, looking forward, 
as we approach the latter part of rhis century, let's remember Dr. Wire
man's vision of New Horizons and look to the future with "light hearts 
and cautious optimism." 

Queens has proved herself to be strong and rugged when necessary. 
She's been through a lot, and she can do it again if she must. All she 
needs from us, to quote an old cliche, is what she's asked of us before-
"a long pull and a hard pull and a pull altogether," 
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BIBLIOGRAPHIES OF CHARTERS FOR QUEENS COLLEGE 
AND ANTECEDENT INSTITUTIONS 

This came from Rena Harrell's History. 

I. The 1821 charter (An Act to Incorporate a Male and Female Academy 
in the tOwn of Charlone in Mecklenburg County) will be found in the 
lAws of the State of North Carolina, 1821, Chapter I, p. 45. The lAws . .. 
was published in 1822. The Academy was designated in the charter to 
consist of the Uberty Male Academy and the Charlone Female Academy. 

2. The 1838 charter-1821 charter, amended-of the Charlone Female 
Academy is from Chapter IV of the Private lAws of North Carolina . . . 
1838-1839. The Charlone Female Institute 0p"tated under this amended 
1821 charter. 

The Seminary for Girls was unchartered. 

3. The 1896 charter of the Presbyterian Female College, dated May 30, 
1896, is from "Record of Corporations," Book I, p. 2, as found in the 
office of the O erk of Superior Court of Mecklenburg County, Mecklen
burg County Courthouse. 

4. The February 28, 1899 charter of the Presbyterian Female College is 
found in Chapter 166 of the Private lAws of North Carolina, 1899, pp. 
401-404. 

5. An Amendment, the first, to the 1899 charter of the Presbyterian 
Female College is found in the Private lAws of N orth Carolina, 1905, 
Chapter 159. 

6. Queens College, 1913-1930.l.egality of this tide is based on its appear
ance in the "Minutes of the Board of Trustees" of the (former ) Preshy
terian Female College for January 31, 1913; February 24, 1913; and for 
May 2, 1913. The new tide is further validated by a Certificate filed at 
the Mecklenburg County Courthouse, on July 28, 1925, in "Record of 
Corporations Book," Number 9, p. 235. 
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7. Queens·Chicora College, 1930-1940. Some typed papers were filed in 
the college vault, but no deeds to any land were changed; no papers were 
filed or registered at the Mecklenburg County Courthouse. In other words, 
there was no charter for this so·called institution, which was the result of a 
merger of Chicora College with Queens College. 

8. Queens College, 194o--Charter amendments June 20, 1940. Cer· 
tificate of Amendment, NO.4 5977, Office of the Secretary of State, Raleigh, 
N. C. Recorded also in the office of the Clerk of Superior court, Mecklen· 
burg County, "Record of Corporations Book," No. 18, p. 271. 

May 19, 1944. Certificate of Amendment, No. 49493, Office of the Sec· 
retary of State, Raleigh, N. c., Section 5 of the original charter amended. 

October 25, 1944. Certificate of Amendment, No. 49912, Office of the 
Secretary of State, Raleigh, N. C. Objects of corporation revised; changes 
in the Board of Trustees. 

December 13, 1951. Certificate of Amendment, No. 66495, Office of the 
Secretary of State, Raleigh, N. C. This amendment was filed in Raleigh 
January ro, 1952. Recorded also in the Office of the Clerk of Superior 
Court of Mecklenburg County, "Record of Corporations Book," No. 32, 
P·484. 
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Martin, His Excellency Josiah, 10, 12 

Martin, Stephen Taylor, :5 6 
Master of Business Administration de-

gree, 189 
Mattoon, Miss Mary, 60 
May Day, 251 
May Day at Female Academy, 1840, 23 
May Queens, 252 

Mecklenburg County, settlement of, 4 
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Yandle, Lori, 67 
Young ladies Insti tute, 22 
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Mildred Morse McEwen 
"Dr. Mac" 
Born in Charlotte's Fourth Ward 
in 190 I-long before Queens College 
adopted its present name-Mildred 
Morse McEwen has spent a lifetime 
in the shadows of this institution 
of higher education. She left it long 
enough to study at the University 
of North Carol ina, Chapel Hill, 
for a second A.B. degree, an M.A., 
and the Ph.D. She married a fellow 
chemist Joseph L. McEwen, also a 
Charlottean. 

Her anecdotal account in
corporates her career, first as a 1922 
graduate of Queens in Engl ish, and 
then as Professor of Chemistry at 
Queens [rom 1924 until her retire
ment in 1971. 






